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Cover Photo — W h e n H . M . C . Sh ips " O n t a r i o , " " A t h a b a s k a n " 

a n d " A n t i g o n i s h " left E s q u i m a l t for the a n n u a l spr ing cruise, 

famil ies of m a n y of the ships ' officers a n d men were on the j e t t y 

to w i s h t h e m bon voyage. I n the group on the cover are P e t t y 

Officer T h o m a s A n g u s , of C a l g a r y , M r s . A n g u s , M r s . K i t s o n a n d 

E l e c t r i c i a n 3rd C lass W i l l i a m K i t s o n , of L a d n e r , B . C . L o o k i n g 

up at her father is l i t t l e H e a t h e r K i t s o n , whi le in the b a b y buggy , 

obv ious ly more interested i n the photographer 's camera a n d 

flashbulb, are B r i a n A n g u s a n d L y l e K i t s o n . 

Lady of the Month: F r a m e d in a 
t r o p i c a l se t t i ng , H . M . C . S . " O N T A R I O " 
steams u p - c h a n n e l to the U n i t e d States 
N a v a l base at Pea r l H a r b o r . 

Th is mon th ' s m a g a z i n e con ta ins an 
a r t i c le (pp.14-15) o n the R . C . N . F i l m 
S o c i e t y , an o r g a n i z a t i o n a b o u t w h i c h 
there has b e e n m u c h m isunde rs tand ing 
a n d a r o u n d w h i c h has s w i r l e d m u c h c o n ­
t roversy . T h e ar t i c le te l ls us, p l a i n l y , 
that the S o c i e t y is p r e s e n t l y in a p r e ­
ca r ious p o s i t i o n , then e x p l a i n s h o w it 
got that w a y a n d what is g o i n g to b e 
d o n e a b o u t it. 

T h e reader pe rhaps m a y have what he 
th inks is a bet ter s c h e m e for pu t t i ng the 
S o c i e t y b a c k o n its feet than the o n e 
that is o u t l i n e d in the a r t i c le . If he has, 
those w h o are in cha rge of the S o c i e t y ' s 
o p e r a t i o n s w o u l d b e most p l e a s e d to 
hear a b o u t it. 

T h o u g h thei r du t i es in c o n n e c t i o n 
w i th the F i l m S o c i e t y are ex t ra -cur r icu la r 
a n d b r i ng them p r e c i o u s l i t t le thanks , 
t h e y fee l that it p l a y s an impor tan t part 
in the sa i lo r ' s l i fe a n d are a n x i o u s to 
k e e p it in fu l l c o m m i s s i o n . A n y sug ­
ges ted a l te ra t ions a n d a d d i t i o n s that 
w o u l d restore the S o c i e t y to fu l l e f f i c i e n c y 
w o u l d b e o n l y t o o w e l l r e c e i v e d b y 
t h e m . 

* * * 
T h e response to last mon th ' s ca l l for 

C R O W S N E S T c o n t r i b u t i o n s was most 
g r a t i f y i n g — a c o u p l e of b u l k h e a d s had 
to b e k n o c k e d d o w n to ease the c o n ­
ges t ion in the soft spo t reserved for the 
" f a i t h f u l " . The re have b e e n o thers , 
t h o u g h , w h o have b e c o m e c o n s p i c u o u s 
th rough thei r s i l e n c e . T h e g u n n e r y 
p e o p l e , for instance,- there hasn' t e v e n 
b e e n a ha l f - charge f i red f rom that d i r e c ­
t i o n . 

A n d n o w nex t mon th is c r o w d i n g 
u p o n us, a n d there w i l l b e the m o n t h 
after that, a n d the o n e after that . . . 

S o w e c a n n o t h e l p but say o n c e m o r e : 

K E E P A G O O D L O O K - O U T F O R 

" C R O W S N E S T " M A T E R I A L . S E E 

T H A T Y O U R C O R R E S P O N D E N T 

G E T S IT. S E E T H A T H E G E T S IT 

T O . . . 
The Editors 
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To Far East 

Less than 12 hours before she was 
scheduled to leave K s q u i m a l t J a n u a r y 
28 w i t h other Paci f ic C o a s t units for 
three months of spr ing fleet exercises, 
H . M . C . S . " C r e s c e n t " received new 
sa i l ing orders. She was to proceed 
instead to the F a r Kas t . T h e destroyer 
left on F e b r u a r y 2. 

In m a k i n g the announcement M r . 
B r o o k e C l a x t o n , M i n i s t e r of N a t i o n a l 
Defence, said that if an emergency 
arose out of d is turbed condit ions in 
the F a r Hast , the " 'Crescent " would 
be ava i lab le to assist in the e v a c u ­
at ion of C a n a d i a n c it izens. 

Refit for "Swansea" 

H . M . C . S . " S w a n s e a " , h a r d - w o r k i n g 
frigate of the A t l a n t i c Coast fleet, is 
now undergoing a n n u a l refit at H a l i ­
fax. S ince commiss ion ing a year ago 

the " S w a n s e a " has logged m a n y 
thousands of miles on reserve and 
permanent force t ra in ing cruises, has 
taken part in numerous exercises and 
v is i ted ports from the G u l f of S t . 
Lawrence to K e y W e s t , F l o r i d a . O n 
reserve t ra in ing alone the " S w a n s e a " 
logged better than 12.0(H) miles last 
summer , more than any other vessel 
in the c o m m a n d . 

On F e b r u a r y 7, L i e u t . ( T A S ) K . W . 
T i m b r e l l , D . S . C . , re l inquished com­
m a n d of the frigate to L i e u t . ( T A S ) 
J . P . T . D a w s o n . T h e former had 
commanded the " S w a n s e a " since her 
rc-com miss ioning . 

Spring Cruise Starts 

The cruiser " O n t a r i o , " the destroyer 
" A t h a b a s k a n " , and the frigate " A n t i -
g o n i s h " sailed from K s q u i m a l t on 
J a n u a r y 28 on spr ing fleet exercises 

Commander M . A . Medland is shown on the bridge of his destroyer, H . M . C . S . " A t h a b a s ­
k a n " , as he is about to lake her from the jetty at Ksquimalt for the spring training cruise. C o m ­
mander M e d l a n d is also Senior Officer of the Canadian Destrover Div is ion on the Pacific Coast. 

which w i l l keep them away from 
their home base u n t i l late A p r i l . T h e 
squadron w i l l exercise off M e x i c o and 
( 'a l i fornia throughout F e b r u a r y and 
early M a r c h , then wi l l pass through 
the P a n a m a C a n a l to rendezvous 
w i t h H . M . C . S . " M a g n i f i c e n t " and 
" H a i d a " of the A t l a n t i c C o m m a n d . 
A f t e r that the five C a n a d i a n ships 
wi l l carry out exercises in the C a r i b ­
bean w i t h the R o y a l N a v y ' s A m e r i c a 
and West Indies S q u a d r o n and units 
of the U n i t e d States N a v y . 

Unscheduled Evolution 

T h e fami l iar evo lu t i on , r igging tow 
aft, took on added significance for the 
crew of H . M . C . S . " A n t i g o n i s h " when 
on F e b r u a r y 6 the ship was des­
patched to the a id of the disabled 
C a n a d i a n motor vessel " S e e k o n k " . 
d r i f t i n g in the Paci f ic 80 miles south 
by west from M a g d a l e n a B a v , M e x i c o . 
T h e " A n t i g o n i s h " had been exercis ing 
in the bay w i t h the " O n t a r i o " a n d 
" A t h a b a s k a n " when the distress s ignal 
was received. T h e Senior Officer, 
("apt. J . C . H i b b a r d , in " O n t a r i o , " 
immedia te ly sent her to the assistance 
of the freighter. 

H i g h w inds made the task a tricky-
one and twice the tow l ine parted . 
However , the job was completed 
w i t h i n 24 hours and m u c h va luab le 
experience was gained by the frigate 's 
crew, most of whom were seamen 
under t r a i n i n g . 

Aircrews Take Course 

A five weeks' a n t i - s u b m a r i n e course 
at the U n i t e d States N a v a l A i r S t a t i o n 
at S a n Diego , C a l i f o r n i a , is the present 
assignment of 12 R . C . N , p i lots and 
observers, who, as a ircrew ol the 
N a v y ' s F i re f ly a ircraf t , are special ­
i z ing in a n t i - s u b m a r i n e operations. 
T h e course, which commenced 0 I ( . 
J a n u a r y 24, has been devoted largely 
to f ami l ia r i za t i on w i t h a n t i - s u b ­
mar ine equipment w i t h which the 
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R . C . N . ' s F i re f ly M a r k V a ircra f t are 
to be fitted. 

C o n c u r r e n t l y w i t h the S a n Diego 
course, another of three weeks ' d u r ­
at ion was conducted at the R o y a l 
N a v y ' s A n t i - s u b m a r i n e School at 
L o n d o n d e r r y , N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , for 
p i lots a n d observers of the R . C . N . ' s 
825 S q u a d r o n , who are to m a n the 
new F i r e f l y V s . 

Back to 'Baker' 

H . M . C . S . " S t . S t e p h e n " sailed from 
H a l i f a x on F e b r u a r y 7 for another 
tour of d u t y on weather S t a t i o n 
B a k e r . Since the sh ip ' s a r r i v a l i n 
H a l i f a x from her last p a t r o l , her 
crew has been en joy ing wel l -earned 
leave and effecting repairs to damage 
caused by the "longest c o n t i n u a l se ige" 
of bad weather yet experienced on the 
frigate 's nor thern weather s ta t i on . 

Specialized Training 

Fi f teen of the 20 N a v a l D i v i s i o n s 
across C a n a d a w i l l shor t ly commence 
a new t r a i n i n g plan designed to 
produce ful ly quali f ied seamen special ­
ists in gunnery , torpedo ant i - sub ­
mar ine , nav igat i on d irect ion and other 
branches. U n d e r the new p l a n , each 
d i v i s i o n p a r t i c i p a t i n g has been a l l o ­
cated responsib i l i ty for t ra in ing in a 
certain branch or branches. It was 
stressed, however, that this under­
t a k i n g w i l l i n no w a y affect the basic 
t r a i n i n g g iven a l l new entries in to the 
Reserve or the t r a i n i n g ava i lab le to 
men in other branches. Inc luded in 
the special ized subjects are seaward 
defence and minesweeping, c o m m u n i ­
cations, gunnery radar , a v i a t i o n , radar 
p lo t t ing a n d an t i - a i r c ra f t gunnery . 

D i v i s i o n s w i l l be fitted w i t h the 
latest technical equ ipment and spec ia l ­
ist officers a n d men w i l l be prov ided 
for i n s t r u c t i o n a l duties . 

A s yet no spec ia l ty has been a l l o ­
cated to five d iv i s i ons b u t it is a n t i c i ­
pated that these e v e n t u a l l y w i l l take 
par t in the program. 

Lower Age Limit 

Recent amendments to the regu­
lat ions have reduced the age l i m i t for 
e n t r y in to the N a v a l Forces from 17)^ 
to 17 years. R e c r u i t s w i l l now be 
accepted between the ages of 17 a n d 
30 vears. 

There was one absentee when H . M . C . S . " M a g n i f i c e n t " left Hal i fax January 13 for the 
United K i n g d o m . It was Stoker (Mascot) Standeasy, a member of the ship's company since her 
commissioning and of H . M . C . S . " W a r r i o r ' s " before that. However, the disgrace was short- l ived. 
Soon after the ship had sailed the veteran sea-dog turned up at the Mechanica l T r a i n i n g Estab ­
lishment at H . M . C . S . "Stadacona , " whither he had drafted himself for a beading Stoker 's course. 
Here he is shown getting some pointers from C d r . J . S. Horam, officcr-in-charge of the M . T . E . , 
while L d g . Sto. M e c h . Gordon l i oyd looks on. Standeasy hopes to have his " h o o k , " and be ready 
to rejoin the ship when the " M a g n i f i c e n t " returns in February . 

S H A D E S O F SIR H E N R Y 
On frequent occasions, Surg. L ieut . E . I.. Morgan , R . C . N . (R) . ol Toronto, was wont to 

express a deep-fell desire to leave his hospital post and go down to the sea in ships. Word of this 
got to the Medica l Director General , who advised Lieut . Morgan as follows: 

So, Morgan must go to sea in ships 

To see what makes them tick! 

He has no regard for the turbulent waves 

Or the things which make one sick! 

It's the call of the wild within his breast. 

The scent of the days when the iron chest 

Held jewels, and gold, and silks, and spice. 

And treasures galore of countless price 

Which the wicked had gained by murder and vice 

Bat were readily lost by a throw of the dice: 

" You pays yer money and takes yer ch'ice!" 

Oh, sure it's the call of the buccaneer. 

The privateer and the mutineer, 

Which now returns after many a year 

To stir the blood of a famous name, 

Dating back to the days of dubious fame 

When men roved the seas and the Spanish Main. 

And cluttered the scuppers with blood and gore; 

Had wealth to burn; but sought for more! 

A word of warning I give to thee 
Who insist on climbing a family tree. 
You're apt to fall and bump yer norgin 
If you follow the shades of Henry Morgan! 

A.M. 
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JAMES T H E FIRST - SUCCESS OR FAILURE? 
N o , m e n , not the b i r d w h o wrote the 

B i b l e ; b u t James the F i r s t , c o l l o q u i ­
a l l y k n o w n as J i m m y the One , t h a t 
housekeeper c u m fount of a l l k n o w l ­
edge c u m father confessor who goes 
around disguised as a destroyer F i r s t 
L i e u t e n a n t — W h a t is i t t h a t makes 
one successful a n d another a fa i lure ? 
(Th is w i l l be, or should be, of p a r t i c u ­
lar interest to the 1st of P o r t , w h o 
lost the ir m a k e - a n d - m e n d last W e d ­
nesday a l l because of a s l ight difference 
of op i n i on w i t h one of the above-
ment ioned gent lemen as to w h e n a 
job is or is not finished). 

A s the w r i t e r sees i t , the successful 
destroyer X . O . m u s t have the fo l low­
i n g prerequisites to be a success: 

1. A sense of h u m o u r . 
2. Inf in i te patience. 
3. A good C o x ' n . 

4. A good " C h i e f B u f f e r . " 
5. A to lerant a n d unders tand ing 

C a p t a i n . 

S t a r t i n g w i t h these, a lmost a n y 
c lot can m a k e good, p r o v i d e d he is 
himsel f a good seaman. B y th i s , I 
d o n ' t mean t h a t he should necessari ly 

be an expert i n t rans ferr ing the s tar ­

board hook, v i a the topmast , to the 

" M a g g i e " i n a h o w l i n g gale. I suppose 

i t helps i f he can per form t h a t p a r t i c u ­

lar e v o l u t i o n , b u t I ' m t h i n k i n g of 

another f o rm of seamanship , the a r t 

of l i v i n g i n a seagoing sh ip . 

I n a d d i t i o n to be ing an M . A . i n 

th is p a r t i c u l a r field of endeavour , he 

m u s t be able to i m p a r t his knowledge 

to his officers a n d m e n . I t is not eas i ly 

acqu i red , nor eas i ly i m p a r t e d , because 

there is rea l ly o n l y one sure w a y of 

g a i n i n g i t — b y a l ong series of p a i n ­

fu l experiences l e a v i n g scars on the 

more sensit ive souls, a n d m a r k i n g 

even the more rhinoceros -hided a m o n g 

us. 

Some of y o u m a y be w o n d e r i n g b y 
this t ime w h a t on ear th th is character 
is b a b b l i n g about , a n d w h y he's 
w o r r y i n g so m u c h about l i v i n g i n a 
sh ip . N o t h i n g to i t , sez y o u — done i t 
for years. If y o u have done i t for years, 
w i t h o u t bother , y o u have been blessed 
w i t h a series of good X . O . ' s (not 
forgett ing the C o x ' n s a n d the Buf fers ) . 

F o r , if y o u p u t more t h a n 200 sai lors , 

most of t h e m rugged i n d i v i d u a l i s t s (or ; 

so they seem at t imes) , in to the few 

cubic feet of l i v i n g space left i n a 

destroyer after the bulgineers a n d the 

gunnery jacks have h a d the ir grab at 

i t , y o u r l i v i n g o rgan iza t i on , or d a i l y 

rout ine , to g ive i t a more f a m i l i a r 

name, is w h a t makes or breaks J a m e s 

the F i r s t . N o t jus t the piece of paper 

on the N o t i c e B o a r d g i v i n g the t imes 

of H a n d s F a l l I n or Quar ters C l e a n 

G u n s , b u t the methods he employs to 

c a r r y out the different k i n d s of w o r k 

at dif ferent t i m e s ; the thousands of 

l i t t l e w a y s he l ikes things done ; a n d 

the w a y he b lows a fuse if they ' re not 

done t h a t w a y — a l l go to m a k e life 

i n crowded a n d not over ly comfortable 

quarters a l i t t l e easier. Un less his m e n 

are h a p p y i n a n d w i t h the ir l i v i n g 

a c commodat i on , the X . O . can never 

w i t h a n y m a r k e d degree of success get 

on w i t h the w e l d i n g of the ship a n d 

men in to a n efficient fighting u n i t . T o 

repeat w h a t I 've said before, th is o n l y 

comes w i t h experience i n l i v i n g at sea 

a n d teaching others how to l i ve . 

G o i n g back to our five prerequisites 
I w o u l d l ike to emphasize the need for 
a sense of h u m o u r . G i v e n t h a t , J a m e s 
can get b y w i t h o u t one or two of the 
others. W i t h o u t i t he's a sure bet for 
inc ip ient or act ive duodena l ulcers, 
p r o b a b l y the lat ter . T o i l l u s t r a t e : 
W h a t w o u l d be y o u r react ion if , on 
the A d m i r a l ' s inspect ion — the c u l ­
m i n a t i o n of y o u r efforts to produce the 
cleanest a n d most efficient T r i b a l i n 
the fleet — y o u r best whaler cox­
swain forgot to p u t the p l u g i n ? 
R e m e m b e r , the A d m i r a l w o n ' t raise 
his eyebrow at the coxswain or anyone 
else. T h e can is a l l yours . Y o u d o n ' t 
t h i n k i t ' s f u n n y ? B r o t h e r , y o u should 
take a look at the faces of y o u r c o n ­
temporaries on the A d m i r a l ' s staff. 
Y o u m i g h t as we l l laugh — i n t e r n a l l y , 
of course. N o b last f rom y o u w i l l m a k e 
that coxswain feel a n y more wretched 
t h a n he is, a n d there is no excuse y o u 
can m a k e . A l s o , y o u w i l l p r o b a b l y go 
through life w i t h the n i c k n a m e of 
" P l u g g y . " 
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T h e n , of course, there is the de­
faulters table , a place to t r y a n y 
sense of h u m o u r . F o r instance, y o u r 
sh ip has been p lagued w i t h c o n t i n u a l 

r l eave -breaking . C a p t a i n (D) has made 
some po inted remarks . Y o u r C a p t a i n , 
to lerant though he m a y be, has i n d i ­
cated t h a t he cou ld do w i t h a l i t t l e 
less of i t . So y o u have read the r i o t 
act , the A r t i c l e s of W a r , pleaded w i t h 
y o u r men , g iven t h e m the do-or-die 
for dear o ld M i c h i l i m a c h i m a c (pro­
nounced M A W ) pep t a l k . Y o u get 
results . N o leave b r e a k i n g d a y after 
d a y . P r o u d l y y o u report to y o u r O l d 
M a n t h a t y o u have fixed th is festering 
sore for ever a n d a d a y . T h e v e r y next 
d a y — y o u guessed i t — A B Bugg ins , 
the steadiest m a n i n the sh ip , comes 
off an hour a n d a hal f adr i f t . Y o u 
a p p r o a c h the table b r e a t h i n g fire. 
Before y o u pass th is ingrate , th i s . . . 
th is t h i n g . . . on to the C a p t a i n , y o u 
w i l l personal ly p i n his ears to the 
b u l k h e a d . 

" W e l l , B u g g i n s ? " y o u s n a r l . 

" S i r , " w i t h a b l a n d expression, " I 
set m y a l a r m last n ight for the usual 
t ime , b u t i t d i d n ' t go off. M y s m a l l 
boy , aged five, woke up ear ly , came 
i n t o the r o o m a n d shut i t off so i t 
w o u l d n ' t r i n g a n d d i s t u r b e v e r y b o d y " . 

W h a t can y o u poss ib ly do b u t 
l augh at t h a t one ? 

A s for prerequis i te n u m b e r 2, 
inf in i te patience. T h i s , too, y o u m u s t 
have or go to the Q u a c k w i t h tales of 
pains i n the t u m m y before (or is i t 
after ?) meals . I can ' t remember . I t ' s 
some years since I was a F i r s t L i e u t e n ­
ant . B u t I digress. Pat ience is our 
topic of conversat ion , a n d f rom the 
t ime y o u are ca l led at 0545 b y the Q. 
M . , w h o in forms y o u t h a t i t is not 
r a i n i n g a n d hence y o u w i l l be w o r k i n g 
ear ly m o r n i n g rout ine , u n t i l y o u 
finally t u r n i n at 0230 the next 
m o r n i n g after ass ist ing the S . B . A . to 
p a t c h up some red b looded y o u t h w h o 
has t r i ed to remove his t h u m b w i t h 
his pusser 's d i r k , y o u w i l l need 
patience — barrels of i t . 

T h e n u m b e r of th ings o c curr ing 
Ithat " d i d n ' t o u g h t e r " d u r i n g the 
course of a d a y can , on occasion, 
border on the fantastic. Y o u m a y rest 

assured t h a t the D o c k y a r d w i l l not 
send for y o u r a i l i n g motor boat u n t i l 
y o u are second ship i n a b a n k of four 
w i t h a s trong w i n d b l o w i n g on the 
j e t t y , whi l e a l l the tugs are, of course, 
t o w i n g the garbage scow or engaging 
i n some other a c t i v i t y . . . 

T h e d a y y o u finally t a l k the C O . 
in to S a t u r d a y D i v i s i o n s so y o u can go 
to Chester on S u n d a y , the S u p p l y 
Officer arr ives on the j e t t y w i t h five 
t ruck loads of stores jus t after y o u ' v e 
p iped H a n d s to C l e a n for D i v i s i o n s . .. 

A t great cost to yourself , y o u finally 
swindle a t i n of s i lver ine out of the 
Y a r d . Y o u s m u g l y w a t c h the first 
touches go ing on the funnel stays , 
then t u r n a w a y to t a l k to some one, 
a n d B A N G — S L O P — y o u don ' t 
need to look to k n o w t h a t O r d i n a r y 
S e a m a n Joe " B o o t s " B l o w has done i t 
aga in , a l l over the m a i n t o p semtex, 
l a i d two days before as the result of 
another swindle . I c ou ld go on , b u t 
y o u r hearts are p r o b a b l y ach ing for 
the poor benighted J i m m y a lready . 

T h e n , of course, we have t r a i n i n g . 
T h a t is where the X . O . tr ies to do his 
w e l d i n g job on sh ip a n d m e n . Y o u 
remember : fighting efficiency. L e c ­
tures, i n d i v i d u a l d r i l l s , f o l low-the-
po inter exercises, fire d r i l l , damage 
contro l , general d r i l l s , a n d just p l a i n 
dr i l l s , one after the other . A n d does 
the F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t see a n y results ? 
N o t on y o u r t i n t y p e . E v e r y mis take 
ever thought of i n every school is 
made at one t ime or another , a n d a 
lot of others t h a t have never been 
heard of. Y o u never have a perfect 
d r i l l or exercise. 

T h e n , a l l of a sudden a long comes 
y o u r d i v i s i o n a l fu l l - ca l ibre shoot — 
a n d w h a t do y o u k n o w , every m a n 
w o r d perfect, a l l straddles . T h i s after 
months of the most hamfisted dr i l l s 
t h a t ever happened . I n the b a c k of 
y o u r m i n d , y o u k n e w t h a t patience 
a n d more a n d more d r i l l w o u l d w i n 
out , b u t i t was h a r d not to b l ow y o u r 
top at t i m e s — p a r t i c u l a r l y w h e n they 
tested firing c i r cu i t s w i t h the tampions 
i n " A " G u n . 

R e q u i r e m e n t s 3, 4 a n d 5 are, I 
t h i n k , se l f -explanatory . If y o u have 
a l l three y o u are indeed a for tunate 

F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t . If two , or o n l y one, 
y o u are s t i l l t h a t m u c h further ahead 
of the game. 

W h e t h e r this has been of assistance 
to the 1st of P o r t i n unders tand ing 
w h y they lost t h a t m a k e - a n d - m e n d I 
d o n ' t k n o w . I can o n l y h a z a r d a guess 
t h a t w i t h patience a n d a sense of true 
seamanship the F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t was 
s t r i v i n g to make the ship a l i t t l e more 
efficient. So , before y o u d a m n h i m 
complete ly , give h i m another chance. 
H e ' l l need i t . — R . L . H . 

" T H E S E C R E T L A N D " 
A first-class d o c u m e n t a r y film of 

p a r t i c u l a r interest to n a v a l personnel , 
" T h e Secret L a n d " h a d i ts first 
showing i n C a n a d i a n theatres d u r i n g 
the past m o n t h . I t is the record , i n 
technico lour , of the U n i t e d States 
N a v y ' s A n t a r c t i c exped i t i on a n d f r om 
star t to finish is a fasc inat ing pro ­
d u c t i o n . 

T h e c u l m i n a t i o n of R e a r - A d m i r a l R . 
E . B y r d ' s l o n g - n u r t u r e d d r e a m , the 
expedi t ion proved to be an under ­
t a k i n g of considerable m a g n i t u d e . 
A c t u a l l y i t i n v o l v e d three c losely-
l i n k e d expedit ions , one to E a s t A n t ­
a r c t i ca v i a B a l l e n y I s land , one to the 
W e s t v i a Peter I s land , a n d one to 
centra l A n t a r c t i c a v i a the Ross Sea 
a n d the B a y of W h a l e s . 

T h e m a i n purpose of the operat ion 
was to photograph as great an area as 
possible, a n d close to 1,500,000 square 
miles were covered. I n a d d i t i o n , 
va luab le m i n e r a l deposits were d i s ­
covered, species of w i l d life were 
obta ined for zoological s t u d y a n d a 
q u a n t i t y of equ ipment was tested 
under A n t a r c t i c condi t ions . 

N a t u r e was the expedi t ion 's a d v e r ­
sary a n d a potent one i t proved to be. 
H u g e icefields, rag ing gales a n d b i t t e r 
temperatures tested men a n d e q u i p ­
ment to the l i m i t . T h e most d r a m a t i c 
single inc ident i n the film is the loss 
for 13 days of one of the six a i r cra f t 
used i n the photographic survey . 
W h e n th is plane is finally located , 
after a most intens ive search, the 
relief felt b y the members of the 
expedi t ion is someth ing the audience 
finds easy to s h a r e — R . A . B . 
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("The Man of the Month" is elected by the 
ship's company of the vessel, or establishment in 
which he serves. This month the choice lias been 
made by H.M.C.S. "Crescent." Invitations to 
ships and establishments to elect a "Man of Ike 
Month" are not given in order of seniority, or 
indeed, in any particular order. None, however, 
will be missed. — Editor). 

Sl ight of b u i l d and a lways cheery, 
L e a d i n g Seaman R o y D a v i s , 27, is 
H . M . C . S . " C r e s c e n t ' s " choice for 
" M a n of the M o n t h " . 

A n a t i v e of Swi f t C u r r e n t . Sask. , 
D a v i s got his first g l impse of the N a v y 
whi le on a s u m m e r vacat ion on the 
West Coast . T h e r e fate stepped in . . . 
and after a look or two at the o ld 
destroyer, H . M . C . S . " V a n c o u v e r " , he 
made up his m i n d that the N a v y was 
to be his career. 

D a v i s ar r ived in " N a d e n " as a B o y 
Seaman in October , 1938. S ix months 
were to elapse at the t r a i n i n g es tab l i sh­
ment - six months of f o r m i n g fours, 
s loping arms, boat p u l l i n g and learning 
the rud iments of seamanship — before 
his first sea dra f t came through . It 
was a proud day when he stepped 
aboard H . M . C . S . " R e s t i g o u c h e " to 
become a destroyer m a n . 

A t the outbreak of the Second 
W o r l d W a r , D a v i s was s t i l l in the 
" R u s t y G u t s " . N o w stat ioned on the 
E a s t Coast , he was ga in ing experience 
in act ive warfare w i t h the ear ly H a l i ­
fax convoys . It was d u r i n g this t i m e 
that he heard the lure of the p i n g i n g 
asdic, and decided to specialize. 

In J u n e , 1040, he went to " S t a d a -
c o n a " to qua l i fy as a S u b m a r i n e 
Detector . O n complet ion of the course 
he made the first commiss ion of 
H . M . C . S . " S t . C l a i r " , one of the 
" f o u r - s t a c k e r s " taken over by the 
R . C . N , from the U . S . N a v y . 

A f t e r a hea l thy slice of convoy 
d u t y between Iceland and Greenock , 
S c o t l a n d , A b l e Seaman D a v i s left the 
" S t . C l a i r " in Glasgow in A p r i l , 1941, 
w i t h a draf t ch i t t a k i n g h i m to P l y ­
m o u t h and the shore base of " N i o b e " . 
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D u r i n g his f our -month stay in the 
bomb-shattered c i t y he was tra ined 
for defence purposes in case of i n ­
vasion. H e also served as fire guard 
d u r i n g the heavy b o m b i n g a t tacks by 
the G e r m a n Luftwaf fe . 

R e t u r n i n g to H a l i f a x in J u l y , 1941, 
aboard the corvette " S p i k e n a r d " , 
D a v i s went back to the A / S School , 
this t ime to step up another r u n g and 

L E A D I N G S E A M A N R O Y D A V I S 

become an H . S . D . H e was r a p i d l y be­
coming a " p i n g " a r t i s t of the first 
magni tude . 

H i s next ship was another corvette , 
H . M . C . S . " S u m m c r s i d c " , w h i c h he 
jo ined in December , 1941. T h e r e he 
spent two and a hal f years ro l l ing and 
b u c k i n g about on the N o r t h A t l a n t i c 
on the N e w f i c - D e r r y r u n . H e was in 
the " S u m m e r s i d e " when she entered 
the M e d i t e r r a n e a n — one of the first 
C a n a d i a n corvettes to do so. It was 
d u r i n g his t ime in the " S u m m e r s i d e " 
tha t D a v i s was advanced to L e a d i n g 
Seaman. 

A breather from sea d u t y found 
D a v i s t a k i n g a refresher course at 
H . M . C . S . " C o r n w a l l i s " , and this was 

fol lowed b y d u t y in the A c t i o n R o o m 
in H . M . C . S . " S c o t i a n " . Here his 
experience w i t h the smal l ships of the 
R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y was ut i l i zed 
in t r a i n i n g officers a n d men of the 
R . C . N . ' s expand ing fleet. D a v i s was 
st i l l c a r r y i n g out his ins truct iona l 
duties when the w a r in E u r o p e ended. 

L e a d i n g Seaman D a v i s went to the 
Reserve F lee t and was in H . M . C . S , 
" H u r o n " u n t i l A p r i l , 1946. T w o 
months i n H . M . C . S . Q u ' A p p e l l e and 
a s imi lar period in H . M . C . S . " I r o ­
q u o i s " fol lowed. T h e n , after seven 
years ' absence, d u r i n g w h i c h he h a d 
seen w rarfare bo th afloat and ashore, he 
returned to his home port on the 
Paci f ic Coast for service in H . M . C . S . 
" G i v e n c h y " , in the N a v a l D o c k y a r d . 
E s q u i m a l t . 

It was back to H a l i f a x in M a y of 
the next year, th is t ime for a T A S 
convers ion course. O n complet ion 
of the course he headed west to become 
an instructor in the T o r p e d o A n t i - S u b ¬
marine T r a i n i n g Cent re at " N a d e n " . 

T h e y say you can ' t keep an old 
destroyer man clow rn. L e a d i n g Seaman 
D a v i s is no exception. It was on ly 
n a t u r a l tha t he should cast an eye on 
the modern successors to the old 
" V a n c o u v e r " . In September , 1948, he 
joined the " C r e s c e n t " , where his pre­
sence was soon felt a m o n g the newer 
seamen . . . . T h e destroyer m a n had 
come home. 

S E R V I N G I N ' C R E S C E N T ' 

O n l y Reserve officer to j o in H . M . 
C . S . " C r e s c e n t " for the F a r E a s t 
cruise was L i e u t . W . K . L . L o r e , 
R . C . N . (R) ( R e t ' d ) , of M o n t r e a l . 
L i e u t . L o r e was appo inted to the 
destroyer as an interpreter . H e has a 
fluent c o m m a n d of several Chinese 
dialects and has had experience as a 
n a v a l officer in the F a r E a s t . 



D I V I S I O N ' S B A N D I N G R E A T D E M A N D 

Because of i ts departure f rom the 
convent i ona l type of b a n d concert, 
the b a n d of H . M . C . S . " D o n n a c o n a , " 
M o n t r e a l n a v a l d i v i s i o n , has aroused 
considerable interest among music ians 
bo th in C a n a d a and in (he U n i t e d 
States . 

E m p h a s i s is placed on music o r i g i ­
n a l l y w r i t t e n for b a n d b y great c o m ­
posers of the past and present. 
M i l i t a r y marches are reserved for 
parades, a n d t ranscr ip t i ons of orches­
t r a l music are never g iven preference 
if b a n d music of m e r i t can be sub­
s t i tu te d . 

A s a result of th is po l i cy , eminent 
author i t ies on bands have become 
suff ic iently interested to contr ibute 
va luab le advice on mus i ca l arrange­
ment and presentat ion . D r . j . J . 
G a g n i e r , we l l k n o w n C a n a d i a n c o m ­
poser a n d conductor , has offered to 
at tend rehearsals of some of his own 
composi t ions and R i c h a r d F r a n k o 
G o l d m a n , associate conductor of the 
wor ld - famous G o l d m a n b a n d , has 

MONTREAL FINDS THEIR MUSIC GRAND 

T h e music on the hospi ta l programs 

ranged from s y m p h o n i c masterworks 

loaned music to the " D o n n a c o n a " 
band from the G o l d m a n l i b r a r y . 

T h e b a n d , under the d irect ion of 
L i e u t . (SB) N o r m a n M o u l a n d , has 
been extremely act ive in recent months . 
A f t e r successfully comple t ing its s u m ­
mer series of 10 outdoor concerts in 
M o n t r e a l parks , i t took part in the 
T r a f a l g a r D a y parade, p layed for a 
N a v a l c h u r c h service, and furnished 
music for the ceremonies m a r k i n g the 
u n v e i l i n g of the W e s t m o u n t war 
m e m o r i a l . 

T h e band ' s performance at the 
latter funct ion was enthus ias t i ca l ly 
praised b y H i s E x c e l l e n c y , T h e G o v e r ­
nor G e n e r a l of C a n a d a , F i e l d M a r s h a l 
the R i g h t H o n o u r a b l e T h e V i s c o u n t 
A lexander of T u n i s , who was guest of 
honour at the unve i l ing . 

T h e band also presented concerts 
for pat ients at m i l i t a r y hospi ta ls at 
St . A n n e de Be l l evue and M o n t r e a l 
a n d for the a n n u a l ch i ldren ' s C h r i s t ­
mas p a r t y at the d i v i s i o n . 

to songs from current B r o a d w a y 

shows. One of the h igh l ights was the 

first M o n t r e a l per formance of the 

second movement from the S y m ­

phony for B a n d by H e c t o r Ber l i o z . 

F o r t he C h r i s t m a s p a r t y the b a n d 

prepared a concert of ch i ldren ' s songs 

and o i l i e r music appropr ia te to the 

C h r i s t m a s season. 

A l l these ac t iv i t i es come, of course, 

in a d d i t i o n to the normal ones of 

p l a y i n g for d i v i s i o n a l inspections, 

march pasts and so on . F o r dances the 

band provides a nine-piece orchestra, 

" T h e B l u e Serenaders , " wh i ch has 

p layed at a number of funct ions and 

has won h igh praise. 

M e m b e r s of the " B l u e Serenaders" 

are B a n d s m e n R . Sawyer , R . P a l l e n . 

C . C l e m e n t s . R . B a r b e r , P . B e d a r d , 

D . W i l d , N . P a r r . G . H a n s o n and 

C . H i c k s . 

The band of H . M . C . S . " D o n n a c o n a " , Montrea l naval divis ion, is shown above. Its members are: 
Front Row {left to right)- Bandsmen D . Tay lor , R. Barber, P. Bedard, S. Schwartz , N . Fatacc i , L i eu t . (SB) N o r m a n M o u l a n d , bandmaster, 

Bandsmen D . W i l d , N . Parr , I. Bookbinder, G . Hanson and R . Munroe . 
Second row—Bandsmen F . Mo l l e r , S. Thomson, P . Goudreau, A . R e i l l y , A . Ju l ius , J . T a y l o r , M . Quastel, P O A . Thompson, Bandsmen R, 

Sawyer, L . Cal fat , L . D ' A n j o u and K . M c E w a n . 
Third Row—L/Bandsman S. Jefferies, Bandsmen A . M u s t i l l , C . H i c k s , W . Ca ldwel l , W . Turner , C . Clements, C P O H . Long , assistant 

bandmaster; Bandsmen E . Cannon , N . Summerton, H . Dunwoodie and R . Pal len. F i v e members are absent. 
Members of the " B l u e Serenaders", the dance orchestra drawn from the band, are Bandsmen Sawyer, Pal len, Clements, Barber, Bedard, 

W i l d , Parr , Hanson and H i c k s . 
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New Standard Rating System — 
Nomenclature and Abbreviation 

T h e di f f i cul ty experienced i n the 
past b y service personnel a n d c i v i l i ans 
a l ike , in read i ly recogniz ing the rat ings 
held b y men serv ing i n cer ta in 
branches of the N a v a l Service , w i l l 
be e l iminated b y a new system of 
personnel nomenc lature a n d abbre ­
v i a t i o n w h i c h is being in t roduced i n 
the R . C . N , s imul taneous ly w i t h the 
the new substant ive r a t i n g s t ructure . 

U n d e r this new system men are 
identi f ied subs tant ive ly a n d b y 
b r a n c h or trade , as opposed to the 
var ious combinat i ons of the two i n 
use under the o ld sys tem. 

Substantive Designation: 

M e n are classified s u b s t a n t i v e l y i n 
seven rat ings irrespect ive of b r a n c h 
or t r a d e : 

Rating A bbreviation 
Chief Pet ty Officer F i r s t Class C 1 
Chief Pet ty Officer Second Class C 2 
Pet ty Officer F i r s t Class P 1 
Pet ty Officer Second Class P 2 
Leading Seaman L S 
Able Seaman A B 
Ordinary Seaman OS 

" A c t i n g " , " P r o b a t i o n a r y , " " F r o -
v i s i o n a l " a n d l ike rat ings have been 
e l i m i n a t e d . I n cases where a m a n is 

( advanced or transferred to a r a t i n g 
|for w h i c h he is not fu l l y qual i f ied 
through no faul t of his o w n , the 

jdesignation " ( N Q ) M w i l l fo l low the 
substant ive a n d b r a n c h or trade a b ­
b r e v i a t i o n ; for example , an O r d i n a r y 
S e a m a n ^ L a y e r R a t e S t a n d a r d G r o u p 
( O S L R S ) who is advanced to A b l e 
S e a m a n b u t lacks , t h r o u g h no faul t 
of his o w n , the n o r m a l seagoing 
service, shal l be designated as 
" A B L R S ( N Q ) " . 

C h i e f P e t t y Officers F i r s t a n d 
Second Class w i l l n o r m a l l y be address­
ed as " C h i e f P e t t y Of f i cer" . P e t t y 
Officers F i r s t a n d Second C lass w i l l 

n o r m a l l y be addressed as " P e t t y 
Of f i cer" . M e n i n the other substant ive 
rat ings w i l l be addressed as " L e a d i n g 
S e a m a n " , " A b l e S e a m a n " or " O r d i ­
n a r y S e a m a n " as appropr ia te , regard ­
less of trade or b r a n c h . 

Branch or Trade Designation: 

M e n are classified b y b r a n c h or 
trade w i t h a b ranch or trade name 
a n d trade group . A s an example , a 
few of the branches or trades a n d 
the ir abbrev ia t i ons are l isted here­
under ; also the trade groups a n d the ir 
abbrev ia t i ons . 

Branch or Trade 
Gunnery Instructor 
Quarters Rate 
Torpedo Detector 
Regulat ing Petty Officer 
Pharmacist 
Adminis t rat ive Wr i te r 

Trade Group 
Standard Trade Group 
Trade Group I 
Trade Group II 
Trade Group III 
Trade Group I V 

A bbreviation 
G I 
Q R 
T D 
R G 
P M 
A W 

A bbreviation 
S 
1 
2 
3 
4 

H o w T o G e t Photos 
Copies of any R . C . N , photographs 

appearing in T h e C R O W S N E S T may 
be obtained by sending an order to the 
Superintendent of Photography, De ­
fence Headquarters, Ot tawa . 

A l l orders should describe the photo­
graph required by giving the page and 
the issue of the magazine and the 
subject of the photo. A cheque or 
money order for the full amount, 
payable to the order of the Receiver 
General of Canada , must accompany 
al l orders. 

Sizes and finishes available, with 
prices, are as follows: 
4x5 Glossy finish only $.05 each 

5x7 Glossy or M a t t e finish . 15 " 
8x10 " " " " .30 " 
11x14 M a t t e finish only .50 " 
14x17 " " " .80 " 
16x20 " " " 1.20 " 
20x24 " " " 1.60 " 
30x40 " " " 3.00 " 

Use of A bbreviation: 

A man ' s fu l l a b b r e v i a t i o n consists 
of a group of five letters a n d figures, 
the first two representing his s u b ­
s tant ive status , the last three his 
trade group. T h i s a b b r e v i a t i o n is used 
i n the heading of letters, i n a l l person­
nel forms other t h a n those w h i c h 
speci f ical ly state tha t the substant ive 
r a t i n g sha l l be w r i t t e n out i n f u l l , a n d 
i n p a y records. 

T h e r e is one exception to this ru le . 
A n O r d i n a r y Seaman i n the S e am an 
B r a n c h w i t h o u t a non-substant ive 
rate w i l l be identi f ied b y substant ive 
r a t i n g o n l y a n d the a b b r e v i a t i o n 
appl i cable is a two group a b b r e v i a t i o n . 

T h e per iod is not used when 
w r i t i n g abbrev ia t i ons . 

Examples: 

T h e fo l l owing examples serve to 
i l lus t rate the new s y s t e m : 
E x a m p l e 1: 

R o b e r t M . S m i t h w h o is a C h i e f 
P e t t y Officer Second Class i n the 
E n g i n e R o o m A r t i f i c e r B r a n c h , w i l l 

(i) be addressed as C h i e f P e t t y 
Officer S m i t h , 

(ii) be shown i n a letter head ing 
as C 2 E R 4 R o b e r t M . S m i t h , 
2002 -E , a n d 

(iii) be referred to i n the b o d y of a 
letter as C h i e f P e t t y Officer 
S m i t h . 

E x a m p l e 2: 

J o h n C . Jones who is a n O r d i n a r y 
Seaman i n the S e a m a n B r a n c h not i n 
possession of a non-substant ive rate , 
w i l l 

(i) be addressed as O r d i n a r y Seaman 
Jones, 

(ii) be shown i n a letter heading as 
O S J o h n C . Jones, 5 0 0 5 - H , a n d 

(iii) be referred to i n the b o d y of a 
letter as O r d i n a r y S e a m a n Jones. 

I n order to be able to discern 
read i ly the class of non-substant ive ^ 
rate held f rom the trade group n u m b e r 
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or letter of the abbrev ia t i on , personnel 
of the R . C . N , must fami l iar ize t h e m ­
selves w i t h the regulat ions governing 
ent i t l ement to trades pay . 

T o avo id confusion, in a l l dealings 
w i t h c iv i l i ans the substant ive ra t ing 
on ly should be used. 

Men of the R.C.N. (R), 
Uniform Clothing 

W h e n the e n t r y of a m a n in the 
R . C . N . (R) (Ac t i ve L i s t ) has been 
approved , he w i l l , w i t h the exception 
of bedd ing , be issued on loan a k i t 
c onta in ing a l l i tems essential to the 
performance of his dut ies at D i v i ­
s ional D r i l l s , d u r i n g N a v a l T r a i n i n g , 
V o l u n t a r y Serv ice or Spec ia l N a v a l 
D u t y . 

T h e issue w i l l be made by the 
S u p p l y Officer at the N a v a l D i v i s i o n 
to w h i c h ' the m a n is a t tached . In the 
case of a m a n entered in a r a t i n g 
requ i r ing a trade test, the issue w i l l 
not be made u n t i l after he has success­
f u l l y completed the test. 

T h e previous procedure of issuing 
cer ta in i tems of k i t to men on the ir 
a r r i v a l at a T r a i n i n g E s t a b l i s h m e n t 
left m u c h to be desired. O n occasions, 
i tems of k i t could not be suppl ied in 
the correct size or were not ava i lab le 
at a l l . N o w , every m a n w i l l possess a 
complete k i t at a l l t imes, c onta in ing 
i tems of uni form tai lored to the cor­
rect size. 

Addresses Official Numbers 

Personal m a i l cont inues to be i n ­
correct ly addressed to a considerable 
extent , causing diff iculties and delay 
in reaching those for w h o m i t is 
in tended . T h i s fact was p a r t i c u l a r l y 
apparent over the last C h r i s t m a s 
season. 

B e sure y o u r friends and re lat ives 
are fu l ly aware of your ful l and correct 
postal address a n d , above a l l , be sure 
y o u r Off ic ial N u m b e r is noted a n d 
noted correct ly . 

Medical Documentation 
A revised system ot medica l d o c u ­

menta t i on has been in t roduced into 
the N a v y , b r i n g i n g the procedure i n 
l ine w i t h the A r m y a n d A i r Force . 
T h i s fact makes i t easier to a d m i t a 
m a n into a Service H o s p i t a l operated 
by a n y one of the three services. 

H I G H P O W E R , 

A n e lectr ic ian 's paradise and a 
l a y m a n ' s n ightmare is the modern 
warsh ip , w i t h its masses of w i r i n g , 
m u l t i t u d e of ins t ruments and v a r i e t y 
of power sources. T a k e , for example , 
the T r i b a l class destrover, H . M . C . S . 
" N o o t k a . " 

T h e ship 's e lectrical ins ta l la t i ons 
m a y be sub -d iv ided roughly into four 
sections — high power, low power, 
electronics and miscel laneous. E a c h 
of these sub-d iv is ions is related to the 
other to such an extent that it is 
impossible to d r a w a clear l ine of 
d i s t inc t i on between them. 

T h e high power section concerns 
itself w i t h the product ion of 220-volt 
d irect current from d y n a m o s w i t h a 
to ta l capac i ty of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 520 
k i l owat t s . A l l the motors needed to 
run the ship 's v e n t i l a t i n g and l i g h t i n g 
systems are the respons ib i l i ty of the 
electric ians deta i led for high power 
d u t y . 

T h e low power section is respon­
sible for the 22-volt d irect current 
required to operate the large assort­
m e n t of bells and buzzers t h a t go to 
make up the sh ip ' s fire c o n t r o l system. 
T h e y also look after secondary bat ­
teries and emergency l i g h t i n g . 

T o prov ide this 22-volt power there 

L O W P O W E R 

are two low power motor generators 
and two 350 ampere hour batteries 
fitted in a low power room. A l so under 
the care of the low power h a n d are 
the 50-volt , 50-cycle and 120-vol i 
333-cycle motor a l ternators fitted to 
s u p p l y mags l ip units for passing 
in format ion between posit ions and 
fire contro l gyros . 

T h e electronics section is in charge 
of the maintenance of a l l wireless 
equ ipment , radar ins ta l la t i ons and 
the ampli f iers required for ac t i on 
in f o rmat i on and a r m a m e n t broadcast 
systems. These i tems make up a f u l l 
t ime job for the radio technic ian a n d 
his hands . 

U n d e r the heading of miscel laneous 
are such th ings as the g y r o compass , 
the A . R . L . course p lo t ter , he lm i n ­
d i ca tor , a n t i - s u b m a r i n e gear and met -
adyne contro l of gun mount ings , a l l of 
w h i c h require sk i l l ed hands to keep 
them operat ing eff ic iently. 

W i t h the modern ship depending so 
m u c h on electric power for its opera ­
t i o n , the efficiency of the e lectr ical 
p a r t y to no smal l extent determines 
the efficiency of the sh ip . W i t h this 
respons ib i l i ty in m i n d , the newest 
branch of the N a v y is keeping r ight 
on i ts toes. 

A highlight in the lives of a number of children from Hal i fax orphanages came during the 
annual Christ inas party held for them in the gymnasium at R . C . N . Barracks, Hal i fax . W i t h 
Bandmaster S. E. F . Sunderland, Commissioned Technical Officer, R . C . N . , t ak ing a back seat, 
the youthful "baton wiclders" stepped up and took turns put t ing the N a v y band through its 
paces. 
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R E C E I V E H O N O U R S 

N a v a l and ex -nava l personnel were 

honoured at an invest i ture held on 

J a n u a r y 12th, at G o v e r n m e n t House , 

V i c t o r i a . H o n o u r a b l e C h a r l e s A . 

B a n k s , L i e u t e n a n t G o v e r n o r of 

B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , officiated. 

C a p t a i n C . D . D o n a l d , O . B . E . , 

R . C . N . R e t ' d . , and C h a p l a i n C lass I V 

A . B. W o o d , O . B . E . , R . C . N . , R e t ' d . , 

were invested w i t h the Ins ignia of 

Officer of the M o s t E x c e l l e n t O r d e r 

of tlie B r i t i s h E m p i r e . Ins ignia of 

M e m b e r of the O r d e r were presented 

to C h a p l a i n Class I V I. G . L . G i l l a r d , 

M . B . E . . R . C . N . , L t . - C d r . (SB) R . 

Rober t s , M . B . E . , R . C . N . ( R ) , R e t ' d . , 

and L i e u t . (L) J . B . W a d s w o r t h , 

M . B . E . , R . C . N . 

L t . - C d r . ( N S ) E . M . Wo l f enden , 

R . R . C . . R . C . N . , (Ret 'd . . ) and L i e u t . 

( N S ) 0 . (). W i l s o n . R . R . C . , R . C . N . 

(Re t ' d . ) , were invested w i t h the 

R o y a l R e d Cross , F i r s t C lass , whi le 

the R o y a l R e d Cross , Second C l a s s , 

was awarded to M i s s M . C . W a t e r m a n , 

a former N u r s i n g Sister in the R . C . N . 

T R A I N IN U . K . 

F o u r officers and two m e n of the 

E l e c t r i c a l D e p a r t m e n t are at present 

undergoing a special course in air 

electrics and air ins t ruments at the 

F a i r e y A v i a t i o n C o m p a n y p lant , 

H a y e s , Midd lesex , E n g l a n d . 

T h e course w i l l f ami l iar ! ze the 

group w i t h the R . C . N . ' s new F i r e f l y 

M a r k V a ircra f t and the equipment 

w i t h whi ch they are fitted. I n ­

s t ruc t iona l technique also is par t of 

the course. 

Those t a k i n g the course are L i e u ­

tenants (L) H . W . Isaac ; L . R . 

Wagener a n d R . E . F i s h e r ; M r . S. E . 

D e r b y s h i r e , C d . (L ) Offr . . and A i r 

Art i f i cers (L ) J . L a v e r d L i r e an< 1 W . 

M c M i l l a n . 

A p p o i n t e d D . N . A . 

C a p t a i n Char l es N . L e n t a i g n e , 

D . S . O . , R . N . , has been loaned to the 

R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y and appo inted 

D i r e c t o r of N a v a l A v i a t i o n . H e suc­

ceeds C a p t a i n Geoffrey A . R o t h e r h a m , 

D . S . O . , O . B . E . , R . N . , who is now on 

ret irement leave. 

One of the ear ly special ists in N a v a l 

A v i a t i o n , C a p t a i n L e n t a i g n e gained 

his p i l o t ' s wings in 1925 and subse­

quent ly served in a number of R o y a l 

N a v y a ircra f t carr iers . 

.Among appo intments he held d u r i n g 

the Second W o r l d W a r were those of 

C o m m a n d i n g Officer of the a u x i l i a r y 

aircraft carr ier H . M . S . " D a s h e r , " and 

of the destroyer, H . M . S . " G u r k h a , " 

which was sunk early in 1942 whi le 

escorting a M a l t a convoy . H e served 

also as D i re c to r of A i r E q u i p m e n t at 

A d m i r a l t y and as Senior B r i t i s h 

L i a i s o n (>fficer to Fleet A d m i r a l 

Chester W . X i m i t z . C o m m a n d e r in 

C h i e f of the U n i t e d States Paci f ic 

F leet . 

C A P T A I N C . X . L E N T A I G N E 

L . S . & G . C . M E D A L S 

E R A 1 c P e r c y S c h u r m a n , of 

H . M . C . S . " N e w L i s k e a r d , " was 

awarded the R . C . N . L o n g Service and 

G o o d C o n d u c t M e d a l at a ceremony 

held on board the ship . Presentat ion 

was made by C o m m o d o r e W . B . 

Creery , Ch ie f of N a v a l Personnel , who 

was on a tour of inspect ion of E a s t 

Coast ships and establ ishments at the 

t ime. 

A nat ive of C u m b e r l a n d C o u n t y , 

N . S . , E R A S c h u r m a n joined the 

R . C . N , in September , 1933. D u r i n g 

his service he sailed in the destroyers 

" S a g u e n a y " and " S t . L a u r e n t . " the 

minesweeper " G o d e r i c h , " and the 

Alger ine escort " R o c k c l i f f e . " H e joined 

his present ship in A p r i l , 1948. 

T h e R . C . N . (Reserve) L o n g Service 

and G o o d C o n d u c t M e d a l has been 

awarded to P e t t y Officer H e n r y R . 

Briggs, R . C . N . ( R ) , of H . M . C . S . 

" S t a r , " H a m i l t o n . T h e C o m m a n d i n g 

Officer of the D i v i s i o n , C o m m a n d e r 

S. F . Ross. R . C . N . ( R ) , made the 

presentat ion. 

C O M P L E T E T D 3 C O U R S E 

T w e l v e seamen have completed a 

four m o n t h s ' course at the T o r p e d o 

A n t i - S u b m a r i n e T r a i n i n g Cent re at 

H . M . C . S . " N a d e n " , E s q u i m a l t . T h e y 

were given the non-substant ive ra t ing 

of T o r p e d o Detec tor 3rd C lass . Class 

Ins truc tor was P e t t y Officer B r i a n 

B r o w n . 

A b l e Seamen D o n a l d W e s t o n , M e l -

v i n M a c D o n a l d . James A r m i t and 

O r d i n a r y Seamen H u g o Shore , D o n a l d 

M c C r a e , P a u l B e r n a r d and D i e d r i c h 

B e r g boarded the ships sa i l ing from 

the Paci f ic Coast on the spr ing cruise. 

A b l e Seamen W i l l i a m C u l l , A n d r e w 

S lobodz ian , George M a r t i n u k , Robert 

Coote and E i r u k e r Johnson of the 

same class have taken up dut ies 

in " N a d e n " . 
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Chapla in Lea G i l l a r d , R . C . N . , Command 
Chapla in (P) on the staff of the F lag Officer 
Pacific Coast, is shown above shortly after 
being invested with the Insignia of Member 
of the Most Excellent Order of the Bri t ish 
Empire , at an investiture at Government 
House, V i c tor ia . The presentation was made 
by Lieutenant-Governor Charles A . Banks 
of B r i t i s h Co lumbia . The c itat ion stressed 
Chapla in Gi l lard ' s faithful service, both 
afloat and ashore . . . "upho ld ing the high 
tradit ions of the Church and the Chaplains 
Service of the R o y a l Canadian N a v y in a 
marked degree". W i t h Chapla in G i l l a r d in 
the photograph are his daughter, M a r i e , and 
M r s . G i l l a r d . 

W I D E L Y - K N O W N O F F I C E R 

D I E S A T H A L I F A X 

A / L i e u t . - C d r . Char les M c D o n a l d , 
M . B . E . , R . C . N . , 44, the longest 
serving officer in the P h y s i c a l and 
Recreat i ona l T r a i n i n g branch of the 
R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y , died in R . C . N . 
H o s p i t a l , H a l i f a x , F e b r u a r y 12 after 
a short il lness. A t the t ime of his death 
L i e u t . - C d r . M c D o n a l d had been Of f i -
cer - in -Charge of H . M . C . P h y s i c a l and 
Recreat i ona l T r a i n i n g School , H a l i ­
fax, a post he had held for more than 
three years. 

" C h a r l i e " M c D o n a l d came up 
through the " l ower d e c k . " O r i g i n a l l y 
from L o n d o n , E n g l a n d , he was l iv ing 
in M o n t r e a l when he jo ined the 
R . C . N , in October , 1923, as an 
O r d i n a r y S e a m a n . H e qual i f ied as a 
Te legraphis t b u t later switched to the 
P . a n d R . T . b r a n c h . 

H e served ashore and in H . M . C . 
Sh ips " Y p r e s " a n d " V a n c o u v e r " and 
in ships and establ ishments of the R . N . 
B y 1937 he was a C h i e f P e t t y Officer 
a n d ear ly in 1941 had a t ta ined W a r ­
r a n t rank . H e was promoted to 
Commiss i oned Officer in 1943 and to 
L i e u t e n a n t a year later . In J u l y , 1945. 

he was promoted to the ac t ing rank 
of L i e u t e n a n t - C o m m a n d e r . 

T h r o u g h o u t the Second W o r l d W a r , 
L i e u t - C d r . M c D o n a l d served as a 
phys i ca l t ra in ing ins t ruc tor first at 
H . M . C . S . " S t a d a c o n a , " then at 
H . M . C . S . " C o r n w a l l i s , " and became 
known to thousands of C a n a d i a n s 
who passed through those es tab l i sh-
ments and d i d their ' ' P . T . ' ' under 
his superv is ion . 

In J u n e , 1944, he was awarded the 
M . B . E . for a "who lehear ted devot ion 
to d u t y w h i c h has done m u c h to 
improve the morale and sp i r i t of the 
serv ice . " 

In his younger years, L i e u t . - C d r . 
M c D o n a l d was an o u t s t a n d i n g par ­
t i c ipant in a wide v a r i e t y of sports. 
H e special ized p a r t i c u l a r l y i n m i d d l e -
and long-distance r u n n i n g and won a 
number of c h a m p i o n s h i p trophies, 
bo th w i t h i n the fleet a n d as a repre­
sentat ive of the N a v y at t rack a n d 
field meets i n the M a r i t i m e s and on 
the Paci f ic Coast . 

L a t e r , after his ret irement from 
the compet i t ive field, he cont inued to 
engage a c t i v e l y i n several sports, a n d 
at ath let i c events of every k i n d could 
be counted on to be present either on 
the coaching bench , a m o n g the officials 
or as a spectator. 

I n recent years L i e u t - C d r . M c D o n ­
ald had made his home in D a r t m o u t h , 
at 70 V i c t o r i a R o a d . H i s death has 
come as a shock to his m a n y friends 
in a n d outside of the Service and their 
sincere s y m p a t h y is extended to his 
wife and their two ch i ldren . 

L i e u t . - C d r . M c D o n a l d was bur i ed 
w i t h ful l n a v a l honours in the n a v a l 
cemetery, E s q u i m a l t . 

" H A I D A " R E U N I O N 

A smal l group of men , some wear ing 
the un i f o rm of the R . C . N . , others in 
c i v i l i a n clothes, gathered together 
recent ly i n the C h i e f P e t t y Officers' 
M e s s i n H . M . C . S . " N a d e n " . 

T h e occasion was a reunion of 
former members of the ship s c o m p a n v 
of one of C a n a d a ' s famed T r i b a l class 
destroyers, H . M . C . S . " H a i d a " . O f 22 
members of the or ig ina l crew now 
l i v i n g in the Y i c t o r i a - E s q u i m a l t area, 

19 were able to be present. 

D u r i n g the evening the conversat ion 
n a t u r a l l y centered around one topic , 
the exploits of their ship in the 
E n g l i s h C h a n n e l and in the N o r t h Sea 
d u r i n g the war . T h e men recalled a t ­
tacks on heav i ly escorted enemy con­
voys , successful engagements w i t h 
larger E l b i n g and N a r v i k class de­
stroyers , the des truct ion of a G e r m a n 
submar ine and their support of l a n d ­
ing operat ions in N o r m a n d v on D -
D a y . 

G u e s t of honour was " H a i d a ' s " 
former c o m m a n d i n g officer, R e a r A d ­
m i r a l H . G . D e W o l f , now F l a g Officer 
Paci f ic Coast . Others present were L t . -
C d r . J . C . L . Annes l ey , f ormer ly 
E x e c u t i v e Officer of the des troyer ; 
L i e u t . L . I . Jones ; M r . J . E . Insley, 
W a r r a n t E l e c t r i c a l Off icer ; B e r t 
B a r k e r ; C P O T e l (V) A . J . A n d r e w s ; 
H . R i c h a r d s ; C P O D . A b b o t t ; C P O 
S. F . M e i n ; M r . R a i n s f o r d ; M r . 
Pederson ; S P O R . A . C a d d e l l ; C P O 
J . D . O w e n s ; M r . M o o n ; C P O S. P . 
M u z y k a ; M r . S t . P i e r r e ; G . F i n d l a y ; 
L d g . T e l (V) G . H . M a n n i x and M r . 
Steele. L i e u t . T u r n e r , S P O Sadler a n d 
P O S i m p s o n were unable to a t t e n d . 

I 

r 

1 1 

W W 
* • 

r Petty Officer A i r Mechanic R . W . T . Hogg, 
of H . M . C . S . "Shearwater" , receives the 
Distinguished Service Meda l from His 
Honour J . A . D . M c C u r d y , Lieutenant-
Governor of N o v a Scotia, at an investiture in 
Province House, Hal i fax . PO Hogg won the 
award at the Batt le of M a t a p a n , in February , 
1941, while serving as an A i r Gunner in a 
squadron operating from H . M . S . ' T ormid-
able" . He took part in two s tr ik ing attacks 
against Ital ian fleet units and intercepted and 
passed to his leader a signal betraying the 
position of an Italian battleship, which the 
" F o r m i d ' s " aircraft attacked and damaged 
with torpedoes. 
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E X - R A T I N G S A T ' R O Y A L R O A D S ' 
A m o n g the 33 N a v a l Cadets in the 

jun io r term at the C a n a d i a n Services 

Col lege, " R o y a l R o a d s " , are three 

men from the " l ower d e c k " , R i c h a r d 

O k r o s , W i l l i a m W a t t and Per 

S iver tsen . 

Cadet R i c h a r d ( D i c k ) O k r o s , a 

nat ive of R e g i n a , j o ined the R o y a l 

C a n a d i a n N a v y in T o r o n t o in NO-

C A D E T R I C H A R D O K R O S 

vember , 1946, as an A p p r e n t i c e E R A 

2/e. O n comple t i on of his new e n t r y 

t r a i n i n g in " N a d e n " , he served in the 

cruisers " U g a n d a " and " O n t a r i o " , 

then was draf ted to H a l i f a x for a n ine -

m o n t h E R A apprent i ces ' course in the 

M e c h a n i c a l T r a i n i n g E s t a b l i s h i n c m 

at H . M . C . S . " S t a d a c o n a " . C a d e t 

O k r o s s tayed on the E a s t C o a s t and 

served as an E R A 3/c in the fr igate 

" S w a n s e a " a n d the " M a g n i f i c e n t " 

u n t i l his e n t r y into " R o y a l R o a d s " 

last September . L a s t summer , whi le 

on leave from the " M a g n i f i c e n t " and 

before j o i n i n g " R o y a l R o a d s , " O k r o s 

made a two-week h i t c h - h i k i n g tour of 

the U n i t e d States w i t h a sh ipmate , 

E R A 3/c Pete B e r a k o s . T h e pa ir 

must have had educated t h u m b s 

for they managed to v i s i t N e w Y o r k . 

W a s h i n g t o n , T a m p a , F l a . , M o n t ¬

gomery , A l a . , San A n t o n i o , Texas . 

Phoenix . A r i z o n a , the G r a n d C a n y o n , 
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L o s Vegas, N e v a d a , L o s Angeles a n d 

S a n F r a n c i s c o . T h e y even managed 

to h i t ch two 'plane rides. 

It is O k r o s ' a m b i t i o n to rank high 

enough in the 1950 g r a d u a t i n g class 

to proceed to the R o y a l N a v a l E n g i n ­

eering School at K e y h a m , E n g l a n d , 

where C a n a d i a n M i d s h i p m e n (E) 

receive their ear ly special ized t r a i n i n g . 

C a d e t W i l l i a m W a t t served his 

apprent iceship for the N a v y in the 

R o y a l C a n a d i a n Sea C a d e t C o r p s in 

P o r t A r t h u r and at ta ined the rank of 

M i d s h i p m a n . H e was attested as an 

O r d i n a r y Seaman in H . M . C . S . 

" G r i f f o n " a n d , after comple t ing his 

new entry t r a i n i n g , served in the 

" O n t a r i o " . B y d int of hard work a n d 

s tudy he quali f ied educat i ona l ly to 

enter the 1948 class of N a v a l Cade t s , 

and thereby realized a boyhood a m ­

b i t i on . 

C A D E T W I L L I A M W A T T 

T h e t h i r d cadet f rom the N a v y ' s 
lower-deck, 20-year-old Per S iver tsen , 
was born in N o r w a y b u t now makes 
his home at B l a c k ' s H a r b o u r , N . B . 
C a d e t S ivertsen was an E l e c t r i c i a n ' s 
M a t e 2/c when he left H . M . C . S . 
" N o o t k a " last September. A f t e r enter­
ing the service as an O r d i n a r y Seaman 
in N o v e m b e r , 1946, he qual i f ied as an 
L M 2/c in F e b r u a r y . 1947. 

A l l three Cadets have been p r o m ­

inent in inter - f l ight sports, w i t h O k r o s 

proficient at soccer, W a t t ca t ch ing the 

eye of the basketba l l coaches and the 

rugged p lay of S ivertsen a h igh l ight 

of the inter - f l ight rugby games. 

T r a i n i n g as Officer C a d e t s in the 

C a n a d i a n Services Col lege at R o y a l 

Roads is one of the avenues b y whi ch 

y o u n g men in the R . C . N , m a y advance 

to commissioned rank . 

Besides be ing recommended and 

h a v i n g to pass an i n t e r v i e w i n g board , 

to qua l i f y for the two-year N a v a l 

C a d e t course candidates must be 

under 20 years of age on the year of 

entry , must have a m i n i m u m of 9 

m o n t h s ' service in the R . C . N , and 

must have completed J u n i o r M a t r i c ­

u lat ion s tanding and at least five sub­

jects in Senior M a t r i c u l a t i o n or N a v a l 

C . H . E . T . , i n c l u d i n g E n g l i s h , M a t h e ­

mat i cs , P h y s i c s and two of C h e m i s ­

t r y , H i s t o r y or a Language . 

In the same w a y that O k r o s , W a t t 
and Sivertsen were assisted to prepare 
for the q u a l i f y i n g examinat i on and t he 
i n t e r v i e w i n g board , a l l Ins t ruc tor 
Officers in the Serv ice are ready to 
help rat ings to qua l i f y educat i ona l ly 
for " R o y a l R o a d s " . It i sn ' t easy, b u t 
the w a y is there. — G . L . A . 

C A D E T P E R S I V E R T S E N 



Blisters and Slivers 

H A M M E R S A N D S A W S 
W h i l e the sai lor learns, in barracks 

and even more on board sh ip , to be a 
p r e t t y h a n d y person, b u i l d i n g houses 
wou ld h a r d l y seem to be in his l ine . 
H o w e v e r , to look at the ever -changing 
faces of the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s of E s q u i -
m a l t and O a k B a y , T h e Gorge , and 
even parts of V i c t o r i a C i t y itself, one 
m u s t conclude that m a n y a N a v y 
m a n has unquestioned talent as a 
carpenter , plasterer, p lumber , garden­
er or a l l - round h a n d y m a n . 

These spare - t ime bui lders do not 
fal l w i t h i n a n y par t i cu lar category of 
r a n k or r a t i n g ; they inc lude officers 
a n d able seamen, chief telegraphists 
and stokers. S t a n d easy and meal t ime 
periods they spend in deep discus­
sions of p lans, heat ing methods, types 
of wood , p l u m b i n g , r o o f i n g — a n d 
prices. W h e n " S e c u r e " sounds, they 
head homewards (unless on watch ) , 
don the ir overal ls , p ick up their tools 
and get to work . 

It a l l s tarted after the war . 

W h i l e the w a r was on , m a n y m a r ­
r ied officers and men were resigned to 
h a v i n g makeshi f t quarters serve as 
their " h o m e s " ; e ither that or h a v i n g 
their wives stay w i t h their parents 
whi le they went to sea or abroad . 

B u t once the show was over, they 
had one desire that topped a l l others 
— to have homes they could cal l their 
own . 

H e l p e d out by their gratui t ies , some 
of them bought , others contracted for 
houses, a n d a few started in on their 
o w n . Soon prev ious ly unopened d i v i ­
sions in the munic ipa l i t i e s surround ing 
V i c t o r i a began to h u m w i t h a c t i v i t y . 
T h e r ing of axes, the roar of b u l l ­
dozers, the crackle of fire as slashings 
and trash were b u r n e d , a l l became 
fami l ia r sounds. Basements were dug , 
forms erected a n d cement mixers 
swal lowed y a r d upon y a r d of sand and 
grave l . G r a d u a l l y , under the exper i ­
enced hands of professional bui lders 
or the inexperienced hands of eager 
a n d q u i c k to learn amateurs , houses 
began to take shape. 

A s prices soared and or ig inal est i ­
mates were scrapped, the ranks of 
those b u i l d i n g for themselves i n ­
creased. M e n who had hired bui lders , 
unable to meet the r i s ing costs, took 
on the jobs themselves. 

F r e q u e n t l y , too. hardy famil ies , to 
save rent money , m o v e d into the ir 
new homes as soon as the basements 
had been completed . M o r e than one 
half-erected shell has served as mute 
evidence that the owner was off to sea 
or on a course in H a l i f a x or E n g l a n d . 

In the var ious new neighbourhoods 
i t was the custom for the men to help 
each other out , whether sai lor , soldier, 
a i r m a n or c i v i l i a n . W o r k i n g against 
t ime, they kept a t i t often at n i g h t , b y 
moonl ight or under the glare of elec­
tr i c l ights . A t f irst, some just at ­
tempted the rough labour , b u t as costs 
mounted they started do ing more 
special ized tasks — plaster ing , stucco­
i n g , l a y i n g floors and roofing, i n s t a l ­
l i n g w i n d o w and door frames, even 
p u t t i n g in the p l u m b i n g . Some 

went so far as to make their own 
f u r n i t u r e . 

In spite of the w o r k entai led a n d 
the amount of knowledge that had to 
be got by sheer, and sometimes b i t t e r , 
experience, m a n y have achieved the ir 
goal . T h e y have br ight , a t t r a c t i v e 
homes, w i t h neat lawns, flourishing 
flower-beds and vegetable plots . E a c h 
can sit contented ly back , look at his 
cosy surround ings and sav w i t h s u p ­
reme sa t i s fac t i on : " T h i s is mine , a l l 
m i n e . " — L . J . T . 

A T T E N D U . S . C O U R S E 

S i x medica l officers of the R . C . N . 
(Reserve) at tended a course in M e d i ­
cal Aspec ts of Spec ia l W e a p o n s a n d 
R a d ioact ive Isoltopes, held a t the 
U . S . N a v a l M e d i c a l Schoo l , Be thesda , 
M a r y l a n d , F e b r u a r y 14-19. A second 
group of 14 w i l l a t t end a repet i t i on of 
the same course A p r i l 25-30. T h e 
medica l officers in the two groups 
have been d r a w n f rom 11 dif ferent 
N a v a l D i v i s i o n s . 
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"The R.C.N. Film Society is organized to 
assist in securing the best entertainment Motion 
Picture films at the least cost for H. M. C. Ships 
and Establishments. 

"It shall be operated as far as practicable on 
a non-profit basis, any profits which do accrue 
being utilized for the benefit of Naval Personnel.'1 

N a v a l G e n e r a l O r d e r 1.40/1 out ­

l ines the pr inc ip les on w h i c h the 

R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v a l F i l m Soc ie ty 

endeavours to operate. F o r the past 

two years, however , the second p a r a ­

g r a p h quoted above has h a d no 

meaning , s i m p l y because d u r i n g t h a t 

per iod the Soc ie ty has operated at a 

loss. 

M a t t e r s now have reached the 

stage where these losses have eaten 

in to the surp lus left f r om w a r t i m e 

operat ions to such a n extent t h a t the 

Soc ie ty ' s w o r k i n g c a p i t a l has a l l b u t 

van i shed . Unless someth ing is done, 

a n d f a i r l y q u i c k l y , the Soc ie ty as i t is 

at present cons t i tu ted w i l l go on the 

rocks . 

Steps to prevent th is f r om h a p p e n ­
i n g are now be ing t a k e n . T h e y are 
based on the c o n v i c t i o n t h a t the ships 
a n d establ ishments w h i c h der ive con­
siderable enter ta inment f r om the f i lms 
have no desire to see the Soc ie ty pass 
out of existence. W h e t h e r these steps 
prove successful w i l l depend ent i re ly 
on the co-operat ion of those same 
ships a n d establ ishments , w h i c h , i n 
the final ana lys i s , are the Soc ie ty . 

I n the near future , the Soc ie ty is 
go ing to introduce a p o l i c y of s u p p l y ­
i n g films o n l y to the ships w h i c h 
under take to accept at least one film 
every week, whether alongside or at 
sea. If this po l i cy results i n a c u t t i n g 
d o w n of losses, the Soc i e ty w i l l con ­
t inue , as i t has been d o i n g i n the past , 
to prov ide films for the " l i t t l e f e l l o w " 
as we l l as the " b i g f e l l o w . " If the 
losses cannot be reduced, the Soc ie ty 
w i l l be forced to t r y the a l t e r n a t i v e of 
s u p p l y i n g films o n l y to those ships 
a n d establ ishments w h i c h are large 
enough to offer a reasonable guarantee 
of suppor t ing the Soc ie ty . 

If the amount of rental the Society 

pays for a film were assessed according 

to attendance, or potential attendance, all 

would be fine. Unfortunately, there is 

T H E R.C.N. F] 
How Does it Work a 

a fixed weekly rate charged to the Society 

for each film that goes to the ships and 

smaller shore establishments and that 

rate bears no relationship to the numbers 

who see the movie. Five could see it, or 

5,000, and the charge would be the same. 

The Society's job is to try to "make 

up on the round-abouts what we loses on 

the swings.11 Therein lies the crux of the 

whole situation. If the Society is to 

remain in existence, someone has to pay 

this rental; and as it cannot be con­

sidered a government commitment, it 

remains for us of the Naval Forces to 

pay for it ourselves. 

E a r l y i n the w a r , when the need for 
enter ta inment films was recognized, 
a group of enthus iast i c supporters 
under took to s t u d y w a y s a n d means 
of o b t a i n i n g a n d showing t h e m . A s a 
result of the i r efforts, the creat ion of a 
se l f - support ing co-operat ive o rgan i ­
z a t i o n , k n o w n as the R o y a l C a n a d i a n 
N a v a l F i l m Soc ie ty , was author i zed 
b y O r d e r - i n - C o u n c i l i n October , 1942, 
a n d was loaned $10,000 to get under ­
w a y . 

T h e pr inc ip le under w h i c h the 
Soc ie ty s tarted operat ions was to 
lease films f r om the d i s t r ibutors at a 
flat r enta l charge a n d to sub-lease 
t h e m to ships a n d establ ishments . 
L a r g e ships a n d establ ishments pro ­
v i d e d sufficient r e n t a l to offset the 
loss enta i led i n s u p p l y i n g films to 
smal ler ships or establ ishments , a t 
a price less t h a n cost, or to ships 
w h i c h w o u l d have to h o l d the film 
for l engthy periods. T h e charge to 
the un i t s w i t h larger complements , 
was no more i n p r o p o r t i o n , however , 
t h a n was the charge to un i t s w i t h 
s m a l l complements . I n b o t h cases the 
charge was based on a cer ta in a m o u n t 
per officer a n d m a n borne a n d so the 
revenue was cons iderab ly higher f rom 
the " b i g f e l l ows" . T h i s same pr inc ip le 
has governed the operat ions of the 
Soc iety ever since. 

T h e Soc ie ty h a d i ts g r o w i n g pains 
at first b u t as i ts w o r t h was recognized 
a n d as the R . C . N , mushroomed i n 
size, so d i d the F i l m Soc ie ty prosper. 
N o t o n l y d i d i t achieve i ts miss ion of 
s u p p l y i n g enter ta inment films to a l l 
ships w h i c h requested t h e m , whether 
at a loss or a t a prof it , b u t i t h a d 
a c c u m u l a t e d , b y the end of 1945, a n d 
after r epayment of the $10,000 l o a n , 
a surplus of some $65,000. 

A t t h a t t i m e , host i l i t ies h a d ceased 
a n d d e m o b i l i z a t i o n h a d been s tar ted . 
T h e w a r t i m e operat ions of the Soc ie ty 
were c o n c l u d e d ; b u t the R . C . N , ships 
w o u l d s t i l l be p u t t i n g out to sea d u r i n g 
peacetime a n d the personnel of the 
c o n t i n u i n g N a v y w o u l d s t i l l be i n 
need of en ter ta inment films. I t was 
therefore decided to m a k e a d o n a t i o n 
of $50,000 to the R . C . N . Benevo lent 
T r u s t F u n d , where the m o n e y w o u l d 
cont inue to benefit serv ing a n d ex-
N a v a l personnel , a n d to set aside the 
r e m a i n i n g funds to finance a c o n t i n u ­
i n g F i l m Soc i e ty on a m u c h reduced 
scale to service the peacetime N a v y . 

T h e t r i ed a n d proven pr inc ip l e of 
w a r t i m e operat ion — b u i l d up a prof i t 
on the large ships a n d establ ishments 
to offset the inescapable loss on the 
s m a l l ones — was cont inued . T h e 
large shore establ i shments , w h i c h 
were equipped w i t h 35 m m . pro ­
jectors a n d w i t h theatres, were 
charged on a p a i d admiss ion basis 
for the i r films. T h e ships a n d smal ler 
establ ishments , equipped w i t h 16 m m . 
projectors, have been charged at a 
rate of 25 cents per officer a n d 5 cents 
per m a n borne, w i t h the t o t a l assessed 
charge based on the po tent ia l a t t e n ­
dance at the screening. T h i s means 
t h a t a W / T S t a t i o n w i t h one officer 
a n d 12 men borne pays 85 cents for 
the same film for w h i c h a carr ier pays 
$60. J 

T h e method b y w h i c h funds are 
raised w i t h i n the ship or es tab l i shment 
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LM SOCIETY 
is it Worthwhile? 

to help meet the cost of the f i lm is , of 
course, a m a t t e r for the ship 's c o m p a n y 
to decide. I t m a y be dec ided to charge 
an admiss ion of 5 or 10 cents a head , 
or i t m a y be decided to have free 
admiss ion a n d p a y for the film out of 
canteen profits . Some ships adopt a 
c o m b i n a t i o n of b o t h methods b y 
charg ing the officers admiss ion a n d 
showing the film w i t h o u t charge to 
the m e n . W h a t e v e r m e t h o d of p a y ­
ment is adopted , the net result is the 
same — the m a n serv ing i n a sea­
going sh ip pays e i ther i n cash or f r o m 
his canteen profits someth ing l ike the 
price of a bot t le of " c o k e " to see a 
mov ie w h i c h w o u l d cost h i m 50 cents 
a n d upwards to see ashore. T h e prices 
charged b y the F i l m Soc ie ty i n the 
case of shore establ ishments have to 
be based on a somewhat higher scale 
because wherever c i v i l i a n s are per­
m i t t e d to a t t e n d , the element of 
un fa i r c ompet i t i on w i t h commerc ia l 
theatres m u s t be avo ided . 

I t m a y be asked w h y , i n v i e w of the 
subs tant ia l profits experienced d u r i n g 
its w a r t i m e years of operat ion , the 
Soc ie ty is now los ing money . T h e r e 
are two m a i n reasons. T h e first is 
t h a t i t costs the Soc ie ty the same 
a m o u n t for a film, i rrespect ive of 
how m a n y people see i t d u r i n g a 
renta l per iod . C o m p a r i n g the s trength 
of t oday ' s N a v y w i t h t h a t of 1944 a n d 
1945, i t is apparent t h a t the po tent ia l 
revenue d u r i n g those w a r years f r om 
pa id admiss ions was 10 t imes t h a t 
ava i lab le t oday . 

T h e other m a i n reason for loss under 
peacetime condi t ions is the v a s t l y 
reduced numbers of sea-going uni ts . 
W h e n a film is supp l i ed to one s m a l l 
sh ip , the charge made b y the Soc ie ty 
does not cover the cost of the film. 
W h e n , however , there are m a n y s m a l l 
ships, i t is possible to show the same 
film i n two or three di f ferent ships 
d u r i n g the per iod for w h i c h the film 

is rented a n d even though the cost to 
the Soc ie ty m a y not be ent i re ly 
covered b y the t o t a l revenue the loss 
is not so heavy . T h i s is not often 
possible t oday . 

T h e shore establ ishments now are 
not large enough to prov ide v e r y 
m u c h prof it f r om film showings a n d 
there are not enough sea-going ships 
to be se l f - support ing . S i m i l a r l y , the 
prof it f r o m showing films to un i t s 
w i t h large complements is not great 
enough to offset the loss f r o m showing 
films to uni ts w i t h s m a l l complements . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , i t m a y be necessary to 
suspend the operat ions of the F i l m 
Soc iety . T h i s w o u l d be a p i t y because 
the assistance of a m u t u a l l y co­
operat ive o rgan izat i on is s t i l l necessary 
if the m a n i n the s m a l l sh ip or es­
t a b l i s h m e n t is to see films. T h e renta l 
cost of a film is so h i g h t h a t o n l y the 
larger shore establ ishments cou ld 
afford to rent t h e m w i t h o u t recourse 
to the Soc iety . W h i l e ships w i t h the 
complements of cruisers or carriers 
cou ld afford to rent films independent ­
l y w h e n the i r movements were such 
t h a t the films cou ld be q u i c k l y re­
t u r n e d to the d i s t r ibutors , even these 
ships w h e n on extended cruises a n d 
unable to r e t u r n the films, w o u l d 
have to p a y more t h a n t h e y now 
p a y the Soc ie ty . Sh ips of destroyer 
complements a n d smal ler w o u l d p a y 
cons iderably more for films when they 
were alongside t h a n they do now a n d 
the expense per m a n for t h e m to take 
f i lms on cruises w o u l d be p r o h i b i t i v e . 

I t m a y s t i l l be possible to cont inue 
the F i l m Soc ie ty ' s operat ions if every ­
one co-operates. A s i t is now, most of 
the ships take films o n l y w h e n they are 
go ing to be a w a y f r om home ports . 
T h i s is understandable , because short 
leave is granted i n home ports a n d 
there poss ib ly are not the numbers of 
men off w a t c h r e m a i n i n g on board 

d u r i n g the evenings to w a r r a n t d r a w ­
ing films. A t the same t ime i t m u s t be 
real ized t h a t under this set-up the 
Soc ie ty loses m o n e y on films suppl ied 
to ships w h i c h cannot l a n d them as 
soon as they are shown, a n d that the 
o n l y o p p o r t u n i t y for reduc ing these 
losses is w h e n a ship is alongside a n d 
the film can be recovered q u i c k l y a n d 
shown to other ships or establ ishments 
d u r i n g the renta l per iod . 

I t has been dec ided , therefore, to 
i n i t i a t e the po l i cy of s u p p l y i n g films 
o n l y to ships w h i c h under take to 
accept at least one film every week, 
whether alongside or at sea. 

T h e F i l m Soc ie ty belongs to the 
officers a n d men of the R . C . N , and i t 
is u p to us to decide whether i ts w o r k 
is w o r t h w h i l e . I ts operat ion a n d 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n mean cont inuous h a r d 
w o r k on the p a r t of every one con ­
nected w i t h i t , a n d the f u l l observance 
of rules a n d ins t ruc t i ons . T h e w o r k 
done on behal f of the Soc ie ty is p u r e l y 
v o l u n t a r y a n d is over a n d above the 
n o r m a l dut ies of the personnel con ­
cerned. T h e y are h a p p y to take on the 
ex t ra w o r k because they feel t h a t 
the ir fel low officers a n d men now 
serv ing i n the " l i t t l e f e l l ows" need 
the assistance of the Soc ie ty . T h e y 
themselves m a y be serv ing in the 
" l i t t l e f e l l ows " t omorrow. 

T h e m a j o r i t y of the films rented 
b y the F i l m Soc ie ty are good. Some of 
the remainder are p ictures y o u w o u l d 
not have bothered w i t h if y o u h a d h a d 
a choice, b u t these lesser p ictures are 
made a n d are a l l shown i n c o m m e r c i a l 
theatres. T h e v o l u m e of the F i l m 
Soc ie ty ac t i v i t i e s means t h a t i t has to 
contrac t i n advance for a lmost every 
film produced i n H o l l y w o o d . T h e y are 
a l l en ter ta inment , however , and the 
cost of seeing t h e m is less to each a n d 
every i n d i v i d u a l i n the N a v a l Service 
t h a n to anyone else i n the c o u n t r y . 

I t a l l adds up to t h i s : T h e F i l m 
Soc ie ty belongs to y o u a n d i t is for 
y o u to decide whether y o u w a n t to 
keep i t i n operat ion . 

If i t goes out of business y o u can 
a l w a y s find other things to do. F o r 
example , y o u can keep y o u r dhobey -
ing u p to d a t e ! — S . A . C . 
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P A C I F I C C O A S T 

Supply and Secretariat School 

A c t i v i t y is br isk in the school and 
three classes recently qual i f i ed . T h e 
fourth S u p p l y Officers' technical 
course, W r i t e r s ' professional course 
number 11, and Stewards ' professional 
course number 20 were completed . 

T h e sports record of the school 
remains good. P O James D u t t o n and 
M r . D o n W i g m o r e , W a r r a n t W r i t e r 
Officer, c ont r ibuted great ly to the 
w i n n i n g of the I n t e r - P a r t B o w l i n g 
League. H o w e v e r , this was on ly the 
first half of the season, and the team 
w i l l have to keep up the fine efforts if 
the school is to retain the cup. 

Separate courses have been i n t r o ­
duced fo l lowing the d iv i s i on of the 
W r i t e r s ' and Stores ' branches. W r i t e r s 
are now P a y or C a p t a i n ' s Office, 
Stores Ass i s tants are N a v a l and A i r 
Stores or V i c t u a l l i n g . W r i t e r s (A) are 
now receiv ing ins t ruc t i on in G r e g g 
shor thand . W r i t e r s and Stores A s s i s t ­
ants must now reach speeds of 40 and 
25 words per minute , respect ively , in 
t y p i n g before they can q u a l i f y . It is 
felt, that the ins t i tu t i on of these 
courses w i l l do m u c h to broaden the 
scope of the i n d i v i d u a l branches and 
w i l l benefit the secretarial and a d m i n ­
i s t rat ive departments of the service. 

H.M.C.S. "Naden" 

Snow blanketed V i c t o r i a for two or 
three days d u r i n g J a n u a r y and " N a ­
d e n " took on the appearance of a 
s tate ly dowager. G l o v e s and great ­
coats q u i c k l y came i n t o prominence 
to combat the terrif ic cold w a v e ; the 
lowest temperature recorded was 23 
degrees above zero ! 

D r a f t i n g to and from " N a d e n " was 
hot and heavy d u r i n g the m o n t h , 
w i t h men coming off ships to take 
courses in the schools and their re­
placements h u m p i n g their bags and 
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h a m m o c k s on board in preparat ion 

for the spr ing cruise. 

A m o n g the drafts that have recent ly 
taken place from " N a d e n " are : A B 
George B e r r y , of H a l i f a x , r e turn ing to 
his home port v i a 30 days leave ; 
Stores Ass is tant F r a n k O ' L e a r y , who 
has gone to " R o y a l R o a d s " for d u t y ; 
C P O D o n a l d C a l d e r , of E s q u i m a l t , to 
the B i g " O " , and O r d . Sea. George 
M a t t h e w s to " S t a d a c o n a " for a tele­
graphist course in the C o m m u n i ­
cations School . 

Recent a r r i v a l s include A B Rober t 
Grosco , f rom " S t a d a c o n a " ; P O Ste ­
w a r d W i l l i a m B a r c l a y , ex - " A n t i ­
g o n i s h " , and L T 5/c R o b e r t A y l w a r d , 
e x - " O n t a r i o " . — J - B . 

In response to an appeal from the Red Cross 
for blood donors, 130 officers and men of the 
R . C . N , l ined up at the mobile blood cl inic set 
up in the R . C . N . Hospita l at Hal i fax recently. 
The naval donors came from R . C . N . B a r ­
racks, H . M . C . S . " M a g n i f i c e n t " and the staff 
of the Flag Officer At lant i c Coast. A m o n g the 
donors was Rear A d m i r a l E . R . M a i n g u y , 
F lag Officer A t l a n t i c Coast, who is shown 
above at the blood grouping table. It was his 
tenth donation, ent i t l ing him to a Red Cross 
donor shield. 

H.M.C.S. "Cayuga" 

Sixteen bells o n N e w Y e a r ' s E v e 
m a r k e d the end of the " C a y u g a ' s " 
first commiss ion . A l t h o u g h her oper­
at ional period has been c o m p a r a t i v e l y 
brief, the present refit w i l l b r i n g her 
complete ly up to date w i t h the most 
modern equipment and w i l l enable her 
to re jo in the other units of the fleet on 
their r e t u r n f rom the S p r i n g T r a i n i n g 
Cru ise . 

She was first commissioned in 
October , 1947, and fo l lowing her 
acceptance tr ia ls , proceeded indepen­
dent ly to the Paci f i c C o a s t . D u r i n g 
the summer months she was engaged 
in reserve t ra in ing cruises and fleet 
exercises. H e r last miles were logged 
on the P e a r l H a r b o u r Cru i se w i t h the 
Paci f ic T a s k Force . 

Since happiness and efficiency work 
hand in glove, perhaps i t was a fore­
gone conclusion that " C a y u g a " should 
w i n the " C o c k of the F l e e t " short ly 
after her a r r i v a l on the West Coast . 

A s a fitting c l i m a x to the destroyer 's 
commiss ion , the promot ion of her 
C o m m a n d i n g Officer, C o m m a n d e r 
O . C . S . Rober t son , G M , R D , R . C . N . , 
to the r a n k of C a p t a i n was made on 
N e w Y e a r ' s d a y . 

T h e officers and men of the first 
commiss ion j o in together in wish ing 
their successors as successful a com­
mission as their predecessors had . 

Reg. Office Ramblings 

R P O J o h n S t r i c k l a n d , of V i c t o r i a , 
has been shifted to Shore P a t r o l 
duties whi le R P O W i l l i a m (Dinger) 
B e l l , of L a m p s o n Street , E s q u i m a l t , is 
now in the N e w E n t r i e s R e g u l a t i n g 
Office. 

I n f rom the B i g " O " for a spell of 
" S t o n e F r i g a t e " t ime is R P O James 
S i n c l a i r , of V i c t o r i a . 



H.M.C.S. "Antigonish" 

T h e untidiness and confusion of a 
ship in refit failed to dampen the 
spir i ts of the crew. O f course the 
prospect of the spr ing cruise had a lot 
to do w i t h i t , and for that cruise the 
ship 's c o m p a n y of the " A n t i g o n i s h " 
was determined to have the " t i d d l i -
e s t " ship in the fleet. I t meant m u c h 
h a r d w o r k , and w i l l mean more of the 
same, b u t the compet i t i ve sp i r i t and 
esprit -de-corp are there and should 
produce a c lean, smart and happy 
ship . 

T h i s compet i t ive sp i r i t is also 
apparent in the beard growing contest 
wh i ch is now wel l under w a y . T h e 
average d a i l y g r o w t h shows that it 
w i l l be keenly contested by a l l p a r t i c i ­
pants w i t h A B O ' M a l l e y , of V a n c o u v e r 
and R a d i o E l e c t r i c i a n G . H a y , of 
L a c o m b e , A l b e r t a , h o l d i n g the upper 
hand at the moment . 

T h e engine room personnel has been 
increased and the s t ra in on that 
department should be eased somewhat 
d u r i n g the t r i p . 

N o w that we have a p iano , S t e w a r d 
D o n C a m p b e l l w i l l be in great demand 
whi le we are at sea and we ant i c ipate 
m a n y enjoyable sing-songs in our 
" M u s i c R o o m " . — A . K . 

Petty Officers' Mess 

T h i s m a y wel l be the first and last 
report on or from the P e t t y Officers' 
M e s s as such. W i t h the pending 
changes in substant ive s tructure i t 
w i l l be dif f icult to say just w h a t the 
mess w i l l be k n o w n as in the future . 
Shou ld we ca l l i t the P e t t y Officers' 
F i r s t C lass M e s s or the P e t t y Officer 
F i r s t Classes M e s s ? A n y w a y you 
look at i t , there is evidence that 
things w i l l not be the same in the near 
future . M e s s M a n a g e r P e t t y Officer 
J e r r y BIy the w i l l soon be l o o k i n g at 
new faces. B y the t ime this is i n p r i n t 
m a n y changes w i l l l i k e l y have taken 
place, and large numbers of o ld 
friends w i l l be t a k i n g their sustenance 
up on the h i l l i n the Chie f s ' M e s s , or 
should we say in the Ch ie f P e t t y 
Officers' F i r s t and Second Classes 
Messes — aw-w-w nuts . 

One improvement to our Aless tha t 
w i l l be a great help, especial ly on 
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dance nights , is a pub l i c address 
system of our very o w n , now in the 
process of ins ta l la t i on b y P e t t y Officers 
B r i a n B r o w n and E d d i e Bonsor , who, 
inc identa l l y , w i l l not be around to 
enjoy the benefits of i t , since they are 
both slated for Ch ie f 2/c. 

A l s o slated for the C h i e f s ' M e s s are 
the Pres ident , P e t t y Officer Ber t 
D o d d , and the Secretary , P e t t y Officer 
" R e d " D u t t o n . 

TAS Training Centre 

T h i n g s have been h u m m i n g at the 

T A S T r a i n i n g Cent re recent ly , w h a t 

w i t h t r a i n i n g , draf ts and appo int ­

ments. A p p o i n t m e n t s i n c l u d e : L i e u t . 

( T A S ) (T) Char l es Smed ley to W a s h ­

ing ton , D . C . , for a M a s t e r D i v e r ' s 

course w i t h the U . S . N a v y and M r . 

F . L u b i n , G u n n e r ( T A S ) to H . M . C . S . 

" D i s c o v e r y " , V a n c o u v e r . D r a f t e d : 

P O C . B u c k l e y , of S u n n y V a l e , Sask. , 

to the " O n t a r i o " and P O D . B l e n k i n -

sopp, C o l w o o d , B . C . , to H . M . C . S . 

" N o n s u c h " for ins tructor duties . 

A T D 2 q u a l i f y i n g class has com­
menced at the T r a i n i n g Cent re w i t h 

P O R . J . M c l n t y r e and L e a d i n g 

Seamen R . E l d r i g e , J a c k O ' D o w d , 

L a w r e n c e O r t o n , W i l l i a m Hood and 

W i l l i a m S t e a d m a n t a k i n g the course. 

P e t t y Officers, D . W a l l a c e (ex¬
' ' A t h a b a s k a n ' ' ) , D . R . Ingram (ex¬
" N o n s u c h " ) , George H o r n e t (ex-
" O n t a r i o " ) and D a v e H u r l e , of " N a ­
d e n " , are off to H a l i f a x for a T A S 
Instructors course at " S t a d a c o n a " . 

A T L A N T I C C O A S T 

Communications School 

T h e L o n g " C " Officers' course, C R 
23 class and the P e t t y Officers' q u a l i -
f v ing course for Ch ie f P e t t v Officer, 
al l of w h i c h are underway at present, 
mean a busy t ime at H . M . C . C o m ­
munica t i ons Schoo l . 

A recent a r r i v a l from H . M . C . S . 
" D i s c o v e r y " , V a n c o u v e r , is C P O T e l . 
(WO G . G r e e n , who w i l l be one of the 
instructors for the C P O ' s Q u a l i f y i n g 
Course . Some of those t a k i n g this 
course are P . O . Te l s . R o y A d a m s , R . 
D a v i e s , W . C lements , F . F e n n , J . 
Aleads and W . M o v e s , al l from the 
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Stores are stores, no matter where a ship goes, and the three-months' supply that H . M . C . S . 
"Crescent " took aboard in preparation for the spring cruise w i l l be just as useful on her new 
assignment to F a r Eastern waters. Busi ly engaged in loading stores aboard the destroyer are 
(left to right) Ordinary Seaman Robert Olson and Able Seamen Les M c l n t y r e , W i l l T h o r n hill and 
Richard Carter . 



W e s t Coast , and P O T e l s . W . H u g h e s 
a n d H . T a t e , f rom the A l b r o L a k e 
R a d i o S t a t i o n . 

O r d . T e l . D . L e a d e r has been 
discharged f rom the N a v a l H o s p i t a l 
after a somewhat l engthy i l lness and 
has proceeded to his home in K i t c h e n e r , 
O n t . , on s ick leave. — D . M . 

H.M.C.S. "Iroquois" 
L i e u t . J o h n P . H o w e , former F i r s t 

L i e u t e n a n t , who is t a k i n g the officers' 
l ong c o m m u n i c a t i o n s course in " S t a ­
d a c o n a " , was honoured recent ly at a 
buffet supper in the w a r d r o o m of 
H . M . C . S . " I r o q u o i s " . 

A m o n g those who gathered to con­
gratu late C o m m a n d e r B r e e n P . 
Y o u n g , C o m m a n d i n g Officer, o n his 
promot ion , were R e a r A d m i r a l E . R . 
M a i n g u y , F l a g Officer A t l a n t i c Coast , 
C o m m o d o r e A . M . H o p e , C o m m o d o r e 
G . R . M i l e s , and C a p t a i n (E ) W . W . 
Porteous . 

L t . C d r . (E ) H a r r y G r a h a m , for­
m e r l y engineer officer of H . M . C . S . 
" H a i d a " , has fa l len heir to the tr ia ls 
and t r ibu la t i ons of the post of E n g i n ­
eer Officer, S h i p s in Reserve . H e is 
now learning the d i p l o m a t i c w a y of 
s a y i n g " N o " to those f rom ships in 
commiss ion who come l o o k i n g for 
spares. 

D u t i e s of F i r s t L i e u t c n a n t have 
been t a k e n over b y L i e u t . J . B . Y o u n g . 
M r ' . George Verge , W t . O r d . Offr . , has 
succeeded M r . A l l a n T u r n e r , who has 
jo ined the " M a g n i f i c e n t " . 

" N e w Liskearo1" 
D u e largely to the efforts of L i e u t . 

(P) W . R i k e l y , a hobby shop has been 
organized on board . T h e new endeav­
our goes under the name of " H o b b y 
C r a f t P a s t i m e . " T h e efforts of the 
sports officer, L i e u t . E . A . G r a n t , 
R . C . N . ( R ) , have resulted in a m a r k e d 
increase in sports a c t i v i t y , w i t h the 
stokers p a r t i c u l a r l y prominent . 

T o p i c of the M o n t h : 
" W h a t are y o u get t ing ?" 
" P O Second, I t h i n k " . 

" N a w , y o u haven ' t got the t ime . 
T h e w a y I see i t y o u got ta . . . e t c . " 

Y e s , the new substant ive r a t i n g 
s tructure is on every tongue at every 
ava i lab le m o m e n t . I t c e r ta in ly looks 
p r o m i s i n g to a l l of us, in spite of the 
pros a n d cons. W e t h i n k t h a t p r a c t i c ­
a l l y 99 44/100 per cent w i l l ga in b y i t 
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in the near future a n d the remainder 
after a short t ime . 

N A V A L DIVISIONS 

H.M.C.S. "Discovery" 
(Vancouver) 

One of the most i m p o r t a n t and 
interest ing events at H . M . C . S . " D i s ­
c o v e r y " recent ly was the a n n u a l 
ship 's c o m p a n y C h u r c h Parade . I n 
the absence of C h a p l a i n (P) D . P . 
W a t n e y , R . C . N . ( R ) , services were 
conducted on board b y Padre B a i l e y , 
a former member of the ship 's c o m ­
p a n y of " D i s c o v e r y " and now a 
teacher at U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a Theo log i ca l Schoo l . R o m a n 
C a t h o l i c services were held i n H o l y 
R o s a r y C a t h e d r a l . 

L i e u t . - C d r . J o h n R . A l l e n , D . S . C . , 
R . C . N . ( R ) , E x e c u t i v e Officer, inspec­
ted the sh ip ' s c o m p a n y i n the absence 
of the c o m m a n d i n g officer, C o m m a n d ­
er W . R . Stacey , D . S . C . , R . C . N . ( R ) . 

P l a n s are under w a y at present to 
f o r m a brass band in the es tab l i sh­
ment . F o r t y inquir ies have been 
received to date f rom prospect ive 
bandsmen. — W . J . H . 

A n old adage says " t o err is h u m a n , " and apparently the men of H . M . C . S . " P r e v o s t , " the 
N a v a l D iv i s i on at London, Ont . , are no exceptions. H a v i n g acquired a one-eyed cat, the naval 
reservists prompt ly set it up as their ship's mascot, and wi th due ceremony bestowed upon it the 
name " H o r a t i o . " Short ly afterwards, however, the mascot went adrift and was not seen for 
several days. On its return the sailors gulped, held a hurried consultation, and announced they had 
re-christened the cat. T h e new name ? " L a d y H a m i l t o n . " (London Free Press Printing Co. photo). 

Flown F r o m U . K . 

The following item appeared F e b r u ­
ary 5 in the news columns of the M o n ­
treal Gazette : 

"Seaman Claude Br icaul t arr ived by 
air in Montrea l yesterday on an emer­
gency visit home from his service with 
the Roya l Canadian N a v y overseas to 
be at home at the bedside of his mother 

who is suffering from a dangerous heart 
ailment. 

" B r i c a u l t is attached to the Canadian 
aircraft carrier " M a g n i f i c e n t " now 
based at Portsmouth, Eng land , and 
under arrangements made by R . C . N , 
officers in B r i t a i n , he was on his way to 
Canada by air less than six hours after 
an emergency message about his 
mother's condition was received. 

" S a i d M r s . B r i c a u l t : 'I th ink it is 
s imply wonderful to see h im so soon; I 
do appreciate what the N a v y has 
done ' . " 

Ordinary Seaman Br icaul t joined the 
R o y a l Canadian N a v y in Montrea l on 
A p r i l 22, 1948, and was drafted to 
H . M . C . S . " M a g n i f i c e n t " on January 
7, 194°, a week before she sailed for the 
United K i n g d o m . 

A t last report his mother's condition, 
although stil l serious, was much i m ­
proved . Th is she attr ibuted to the 
arr iva l of her son at her bedside. 



News from Niobe 

" L I T T L E C A N A D A " 

H . M . C . S . "Griffon" 
(Port Ar thur ) 

T h e t r a i n i n g p l a n put in to operat ion 
last fa l l is now i n f u l l swing . M e m b e r s 
of the ship 's c o m p a n y receive a 
definite number of hours i n s t r u c t i o n 
i n t r a i n i n g periods t h a t are w e l l -
ba lanced a n d i n classes s m a l l enough 
to ensure i n d i v i d u a l a t t e n t i o n to 
each s tudent . 

Besides t r a i n i n g i n professional 
subjects, the m e n are encouraged to 
take parts i n sport of a l l k i n d s . 

T h r e e members of the D i v i s i o n are 
at present t a k i n g par t i n the spr ing 
fleet exercises i n ships of the Pac i f i c 
F lee t . Others are l o o k i n g f orward to 
the summer a n d t r a i n i n g on L a k e 
Super ior i n craft a t tached to the 
L a k e h e a d d i v i s i o n . 

A m o n g the courses now ava i lab le at 
" G r i f f o n " are gunnery , wireless tele­
g r a p h y , basic radar , w o r k s h o p tech­
nique , general seamanship a n d tor ­
pedo. 

H . M . C . S . "Queen" 
(Regina) 

T r a i n i n g at H . M . C . S . " Q u e e n " has 
been progressing f a v o u r a b l y a n d de­
spite severe weather attendance has 
been good. A guard has been formed 
a n d is paraded at D i v i s i o n s a n d 
E v e n i n g Quarters . 

G o v e r n m e n t , m i l i t a r y a n d c i v i c 
officials a n d friends of the N a v y , 
n u m b e r i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 250, were 
greeted b y officers of " Q u e e n " a n d 
members of the R e g i n a B r a n c h of the 
N a v a l Officers' A s s o c i a t i o n at the 
D i v i s i o n ' s t r a d i t i o n a l N e w Y e a r ' s D a y 
recept ion. 

H . M . C . S . "Hunter" 
(Windsor, Ont.) 

Since the N e w Y e a r the entire 
es tab l i shment has been redecorated. 
D o n e b y c i v i l i a n contract , the p a i n t ­
ing a n d redecorat ing has added con ­
s iderab ly to the appearance of the 
b u i l d i n g . A n o t h e r new a d d i t i o n , w h i c h 
has not o n l y p r o v i d e d more n a u t i c a l 
" a t m o s p h e r e " b u t has proven ex­
t reme ly useful , is a f u l l y r igged whaler 
set up on the m a i n deck. I t is used 
for i n s t r u c t i o n a l purposes for new 
entries a n d for passing out l eading 
seamen's q u a l i f y i n g classes. 

H . M . C . S . " N i o b e " m i g h t qu i te we l l 
be cal led L i t t l e C a n a d a Overseas. I t 
is s i tuated at 11 H i l l Street , jus t off 
the famous B e r k e l e y Square , a n d was 
the headquarters of G e n e r a l E i s e n ­
hower d u r i n g the w a r years. I t is v e r y 
centra l , a n d w i t h i n easy w a l k i n g 
distance of such we l l k n o w n places as 
P i c c a d i l l y C i r c u s , B u c k i n g h a m P a l ­
ace, T r a f a l g a r Square , M a r b l e A r c h 
a n d H y d e P a r k . 

L i v i n g condi t ions on the whole are 
qui te tolerable , b u t the staff members 
f ind t h a t to s tay w i t h i n the ir f inanc ia l 
means they have to l ive in the suburbs . 
A l l c o m m u t e a n d dwe l l anywhere 
f rom five to 40 miles f rom the office. 
D a i l y they mingle w i t h the thousands 
of others who come in to L o n d o n to 
work , a n d who flock on the r a i l w a y 
underground system, 'buses a n d tra ins . 

T h e r e is no place qui te l ike L o n d o n . 
I t provides for every taste. There are 
frequent d isp lays of co lour ful page­
a n t r y associated w i t h the R e a l m a n d 
most of the staff were fortunate 
enough to see the w e d d i n g procession 
of Princess E l i z a b e t h a n d the D u k e 
of E d i n b u r g h , the S i l v e r W e d d i n g 
procession of the K i n g a n d Queen, the 
opening of P a r l i a m e n t , a n d last , b u t 
b y no means least, the d i sp lays w h i c h 
signal led the b i r t h of P r i n c e Char les . 

F o r those who indulge in the 
theatre a n d s i m i l a r enter ta inment , 
there are a n y n u m b e r of first class 
product ions . L o n d o n is r i c h in ar t 
col lect ions, a n d its museums a n d 
h is tor i ca l sites, such as the T o w e r of 
L o n d o n , are a never -ending source of 
interest. F i n a l l y , there is the E n g l i s h 
pub a n d its social env i ronment — a 
noble i n s t i t u t i o n . 

Sports a n d social a c t i v i t i e s have 
been we l l m a i n t a i n e d d e p a r t m e n t a l l y 

H . M . C . S . "Nonsuch" 
(Edmonton) 

F i v e Reserv is ts f rom H . M . C . S . 

" N o n s u c h " have j o ined uni ts of the 

Pac i f i c F leet for the a n n u a l spr ing 

between the branches of the other 
services i n the U n i t e d K i n g d o m a n d 
C a n a d i a n s at C a n a d a House . A c l u b , 
k n o w n as the C a n a d a H o u s e Assoc ­
i a t i o n , has been formed a n d organizes 
a n d encourages compet i t i ons , games 
a n d social enter ta inment . T w o success­
fu l dances were held i n the I n d i a 
H a l l of the Overseas League , a n d 
d u r i n g the summer m o n t h s so f tbal l 
a n d c r i cket were p l a y e d . 

I n connect ion w i t h the la t ter i t is 
w o r t h y of note t h a t the star p layer 
for the C a n a d i a n team was W r i t e r 
M o r l e y A n d r e w Scot t , who c la ims that 
he has never p layed cr i cket before. 
It is c u s t o m a r y for the c r i cket bats ­
m a n to wear leg pads, but Sco t t , 
after p l a y i n g two bal ls , decided in his 
first t ime at bat t h a t they were an 
encumbrance , a n d , w i t h the f u l l 
a p p r o v a l a n d applause of the c r o w d , 
he d iscarded his pads a n d made the 
highest score of his t eam. 

I n a recent baske tba l l game the 
" N i o b e " t eam lost b y a 55-25 score 
to an A m e r i c a n N a v y team w h i c h was 
supported b y a f i fty-piece b a n d an<| 
an organized cheering section. 

W i n t e r is now here a n d the outdoor 
games have g iven place to the indoor 
sports. " N i o b e " has s tarted a d a r t s 
league, consist ing of nine teams, i n ­
c l u d i n g one each d r a w n f rom the 
A r m y , A i r Force a n d Defence R e ­
search depar tment , w h i c h are in the 
same b u i l d i n g . A t the t ime of w r i t i n g , 
the S u p p l y B r a n c h of the N a v y was 
leading , c losely fo l lowed b y the A i r 
a n d E x e c u t i v e D e p a r t m e n t s . 

T h e organ izat i on of sports a c t i v i ­
ties a n d social funct ions is in the 
hands of L i e u t . C d r . E . T . G . M a d g -
w i c k a n d P O W r i t e r P . R . B e d a r d . 

cruise. I n the group are A b l e Seamen 
R . J . S m a l l , N . G . Di f f ley a n d R . J . 
W i l s o n , O r d i n a r y Seaman K . D . 
W a t s o n a n d E l e c t r i c i a n G . M a c -
D o n a l d . 
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T H E S I N K I N G O F 'U-744' 

T h e reader is i n v i t e d to cast his 
m i n d back five years to M a r c h , 1944, 
a n d then focus his a t t e n t i o n on a 
s m a l l p a t c h of the N o r t h A t l a n t i c 
about 400 miles west of I r e land . 

T h e ac t i on to be described was 
s i m i l a r to m a n y other a n t i - U - b o a t 
fights, though no tewo r t hy i n a s m u c h 
as i t was one of the longest submar ine 
hunts , t h a t i t was successful, t h a t i t 
was an instance of good co -operat ion 
between the B r i t i s h a n d C a n a d i a n 
N a v i e s ; a n d f ina l ly , i t m u s t be added 
that i t was one of the more one-sided 
(in our favour) of n a v a l act ions . 

Into the area came the oppos ing 
forces, each, i n spite of a l l scientific 
aids a n d intel l igence, complete ly u n a ­
ware of the other 's presence. F r o m 
south-westward entered a large, h e a v i ­
l y laden trade convoy , i ts close escort 
recently augmented b y a C a n a d i a n 
support group (three destroyers, two 
corvettes a n d a fr igate) . T h e m a k e - u p 
of this " C a n a d i a n " group, now spread 
across the front of the convoy , was 
t y p i c a l of the per iod , since one of the 
destroyers was B r i t i s h a n d the Senior 
Officer, who also c o m m a n d e d the 
frigate, was a C o m m a n d e r , R . N . 

F o r t u n a t e l y , the c o m m a n d i n g offi­
cers knew one another a n d h a d w o r k e d 
together. T h e y were, i n fact , i n the 
f our th a n d last week of th is p a r t i c u l a r 
operat ion of suppor t ing convoys n o r t h 
of the Azores . T h e group h a d a l ready 
steamed about 5,000 miles a n d this 
was the f i fth convoy to w h i c h i t h a d 
t e m p o r a r i l y at tached itself. 

A few days prev ious ly a sudden 
dear th of s h i p p i n g i n the area had 
prevented refuel l ing at sea. Instead , 
i t had been necessary for the group to 
proceed to H o r t a , in the Azores , where 
i n a d d i t i o n to f i l l ing fuel t anks , m a n y 
crates of pineapples, bananas a n d 
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other forgotten luxuries were e m ­
b a r k e d . 

T o r e t u r n to the d a y i n quest ion . 
A r e m a r k on everyone 's l ips was, 
" T h i s m u s t be the first d a y of s p r i n g " . 
T r u e , there was a h e a v y swel l , b u t 
h a r d l y a breath of w i n d ruffled i t ; 
a n d i n m i d - m o r n i n g the p a l l i d M a r c h 
sunshine easi ly penetrated the few 
wisps of c l oud . O n the bridges, at the 
f o rward guns a n d at the d e p t h charge 
rai ls more a n d more duffel coats were 
be ing peeled off. 

Intel l igence reports placed qu i te a 
n u m b e r of U - b o a t s i n the N E A t l a n t i c 
b u t none i n the immed ia te v i c i n i t y . 
T h e H F / D F operators h a d n o t h i n g to 
report . 

Nevertheless , the enemy was, i n 
fact , close at h a n d , for t h e ' ' U - 7 4 4 ' ' now 
a r r i v i n g f rom eastwards, was r e m a i n ­
i n g submerged o w i n g to fear of a i r 
a t tack . T h i s also seemed to her a safe 
a n d logical po l i cy , because there were 
no convoys suff ic iently close to be 
over taken before n i g h t f a l l — or so 
she thought . T h u s when her h y d r o ­
phones p i cked up the throb of m a n y 
propellers a n d one of the destroyers 
obta ined a promis ing asdic contact , 
the surprise was m u t u a l . T h e group 's 
first depth charge pat tern a n d the 
U - b o a t ' s first torpedo also had some­
t h i n g in c o m m o n — they b o t h missed. 

C o n t a c t was not lost, however, and 
the bat t le was on . T h e Senior Officer 
of the close escort detached the whole 
of the support group f rom his convoy , 
p lus one of his own ships, a b r a n d 
new Cast l e C lass corvette . 

T h e f i fth year of t h a t endless B a t t l e 
of the A t l a n t i c h a d found things 
go ing pret ty m u c h i n our favour . T h e 
surface escorts were becoming increas­
ing ly sk i l l ed a n d there were p l en ty of 
t h e m . N o r t h A t l a n t i c a i r pa t ro l cover­
age was now complete . A s m a n y sub­
marines as merchant ships were be ing 
sunk. B u t the U - b o a t s t i l l had two 

nas ty h a b i t s : H e could fire acoustic 
torpedoes a n d he cou ld d ive v e r y deep. 
W h e n i t came to f i r ing these h o m i n g 
torpedoes (so G r a n d A d m i r a l D o e n i t z 
decreed) the escort vessels, ra ther 
t h a n the freighters, were to receive 
preferential t reatment . A n d so escort 
captains h a d to heed the latest counter ­
a t t a c k doctr ines a n d handle the i r 
prey w i t h c a u t i o n . 

A deep submar ine cou ld never h u r t 
a n y o n e ; i t was jus t t h a t he was so 
dif f icult to a t tack . W h e n more t h a n 
500 feet d o w n he a lways seemed to be 
able to hear y o u c o m i n g a n d have t ime 
to take a v o i d i n g ac t i on . 

D u r i n g the afternoon the h u n t con­
t inued . A t t a c k fol lowed a t t a c k w i t h 
no apparent result . T h i s U - b o a t 
c a p t a i n was e v i d e n t l y an ace — he 
s tayed deep a n d kept on the move. 
H e avo ided damage b u t he cou ld not 
escape comple te ly ; for the group S .O. 
was also an expert, one of the most 
experienced ant i - submar ine officers i n 
the R o y a l N a v y . I t was go ing to be a 
long, d r a w n - o u t affair, b u t even so, 
seven escorts seemed excessive for the 
job. T h e destroyers were therefore 
detached, one to r e t u r n to base w i t h 
defects and the other to re jo in the 
convoy . 

T h e Cast l e C lass corvette was g iven 
an o p p o r t u n i t y to use a new a n t i ­
submar ine weapon t h a t never before 
h a d been fired at an enemy. Its first 
use brought d i sappo intment . Poor 
maintenance a n d b a d d r i l l resulted in 
a complete fa i lure of the equ ipment , 
a n d this ship , too, was ordered to 
re turn to her convoy . 

T h r o u g h the hours of darkness the 
r e m a i n i n g two corvettes a n d one 
frigate held the ir target w i t h r e m a r k ­
able s k i l l . H o u r after hour the U - b o a t 
twis ted a n d turned a n d t r i ed every ^ J ) 
t r i c k . H e cou ld not evade the relent­
less asdic beams even though he s t i l l 



kept c lear of exp lod ing charges. T h e r e 
was n o t h i n g for i l but a h u n t to 
exhaust ion , and more ships were 
needed. A sudden asdic fai lure in one 
of the hunters and the enemy might 
escape. A l s o , the a m m u n i t i o n supp ly 
was ge t t ing low. S h o r t l y before d a w n 
the two destroyers were ordered to 
rejoin their Senior Officer. In retro­
spect, i t wou ld seem that in this 
act ion the e m p l o y m e n t of the h u n t i n g 
ships erred first on one extreme and 
then on the other , of the pr inc iples of 
" C o n c e n t r a t i o n " and " E c o n o m y of 
F o r c e " . 

I n the forenoon, w i t h the extra 
ships ava i lab le , a then new technique 
was employed . M o r e accurate a t tacks 
w i t h less w a r n i n g to the enemy were 
the result and the U - b o a t suffered 
m i n o r damage — l ights ext inguished 
and smal l leaks. A n d then , for no 
apparent reason contact was lost. 
G l o o m descended. Sure ly they werenot 
going to be cheated of their prize after 
a whole d a y ' s steady p u r s u i t ! A search 
was organized and after hal f an hour 's 
despondency, that firm and u n m i s t a k ­
able meta l l i c echo was again heard on 
the asdic loudspeakers. T h e five ships , 
a l l in contact , fol lowed their q u a r r y . 
N e a r l y 30 hours had now elasped 
since the first i n t e r c e p t i o n ; the sub­
mar ine must be near the end of his 
tether. B u t the h u n t i n g sh ips ' crews 
were t i r ed , too, and if the U - b o a t 
could last out t i l l darkness , might he 
not escape on the surface ? 

T h e end came sooner than expected. 
A t 1600 appeared the sight that every 
convoy sai lor longed to see. B a t t e r e d 
a n d l eak ing , " U - 7 4 4 " w^as brought to 
the surface by her exhausted crew and 
was met b y a fusi l lade of gunfire. T h e 
torpedo the G e r m a n s c la imed to have 
fired as a final shot was not seen b y 
the ships. 

A rap id surrender fo l lowed a n d 
board ing boats were lowered. T h e 
U - b o a t , surrounded b y five stopped 
ships, presented a strange sight — 
rather l ike a w i l d a n i m a l a t bay . J u s t 
when they w-anted c a l m weather , a 
w i n d got up and r a p i d l y became a 
gale. T h i s made boatwork di f f icult , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y for inexperienced boats ' 
crews. T w o w-halers capsized as they 

crashed against the U - b o a t ' s h u l l , 
and had not one of the ships sent her 
motor boat to the rescue, tragedy 
might have occurred . A l t h o u g h it m a y 
not a lways be the case, in the weather 
then p r e v a i l i n g a motor boat was a 
handier and a more seaworthy craft . 

T w e n t y - o d d prisoners, some v a l u ­
able papers a n d m a n y useful photo­
graphs of enemy equ ipment were the 
h a u l a n d , boats hoisted, the group 
was ready to proceed. B u t the U-boat 
s t i l l f loated! C o u l d she have been 
salvaged ? N o one w i l l ever k n o w for 
cer ta in , though it can be said that 
" U - 7 4 4 " was s l i gh t ly damaged (scut­
t l i n g charges had fai led to fire) and 
cou ld not have been taken in tow u n t i l 
the weather moderated . It was decided 
to s ink her and this was d u l y done, b u t 
not w i t h o u t m i s g i v i n g . T h e r e w i l l 
a lways l inger in some of the v i c tors ' 
minds the poss ib i l i ty of a fa i lure to 
explo i t an unexpected o p p o r t u n i t y . 

So ended a prolonged, and in general, 

completely successful action without a 

single casualty on our side. Some of the 

lessons learned have already been al­

luded to. Perhaps the most important 

point to bear in mind is the comparative 

complexity of such a relatively minor 

action as the disposal of one enemy sub­

marine, and the degree of endurance, 

co-operation and training required. Also 

worthy of note are the problems which 

must be faced by Senior and Comman­

ding officers when events do not turn 

out as expected. 

Our prisoners' outward facade of 

nonchalance and superiority was shat­

tered by two things: Firstly, none of us 

seemed to take anything seriously; how 

could we ever get anything done when 

everyone was always laughing? And 

then there were those Azores bananas 

and pineapples. Did we always have 

food like this? 

"Why of course," we replied. "On 

this trip it's really not quite as good as 

usual!" — C . P . N . 

A Canadian seaman helps an exhausted German prisoner from the " U - 7 4 4 " up a scramble net 
lowered from H . M . C . S . " S t . Cathar ines . " The U-boat was surfaced and abandoned by its crew 
after an action lasting nearly 30 hours. Besides the " S t . Cathar ines , " ships involved were H . M . C . S . 
" G a t i n e a u , " " C h a u d i e r e , " " C h i l l i w a c k " and " F e n n e l " and H . M . Ships " I c a r u s " and " K e n i l -
worth Cast le . " 
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Football, Soccer Champs 

Receive Trophies 

T h e N a v y footbal l and soccer 
teams, winners in their respective 
leagues in the H a l i f a x area d u r i n g the 
1948 season, were honoured recently 
at a d inner held in the C h i e f s ' a n d 
P e t t y Officers' M e s s at H . M . C . S . 
" S t a d a c o n a " . 

D u r i n g the evening the D . C . P u r d y 
T r o p h y was presented to P e t t y Officer 
Lawrence (Ginger ) O ' B r i e n , cap ta in of 
the N a v y footbal l team, w h i c h won top 
honours in the H a l i f a x Senior C a n a d i a n 
F o o t b a l l League , and the J o h n C o x 
Shie ld was accepted by A b l e Seaman 
J o h n P i k e , c a p t a i n , on behalf of the 
soccer eleven whi ch headed the H a l i f a x 
D i s t r i c t Soccer League. 

T h e t h i r d presentat ion d u r i n g the 
evening was made to C h a p l a i n Ivan 
E d w a r d s , R . C . N . , Pro tes tant C h a p ­
lain at H . M . C . S . " S t a d a c o n a " a n d 

p l a y i n g coach of the football team. 
H e was presented by his teammates 
w i t h a mounted regulat ion size foot­
bal l on whi ch had been inscr ibed the 
names of some 30 members of the 
t eam. In m a k i n g the a w a r d , P e t t y 
Officer O ' B r i e n stated that it was in 
recognit ion of P a d r e E d w a r d s ' ou t ­
s tand ing spor tsmanship a n d a b i l i t y . 

TAS Teams Challenge 

All Comers at All Sports 

In the l ight of a recent basketba l l 
v i c t o r y whi ch the T A S T r a i n i n g 
Cent re team w o n by a 27 to 5 score at 
the expense of the " N a d e n " P . and 
R . T . Staff, the T A S team herewi th 
issues a challenge to a l l comers in a n y 
sport , i n c l u d i n g chess. 

T h e T A S softbal l team once won 
the " N a d e n " In ter -Par t So f tba l l 
T r o p h y , a l though they c la im they have 
not yet seen the cup . 

New Entry Divisions 
Divide Boxing Honors 

T h e N e w E n t r y D i v i s i o n s t rut ted 
its stuff in another final boxing-
night for the N e w E n t r y Inter -
D i v i s i o n a l T r o p h y at H . M . C . S . " N a ­
d e n " . 

T h e D i v i s i o n s broke even, three 
bouts going to each. L M 2/c F . 
M u r p h y won the t r o p h y awarded to 
the " B e s t B o x e r " . T h e other winners 
were Sto . A . D a v i s , " A l g o n q u i n " 
D i v i s i o n , of G a i t , O n t . ; A M 2/c 
J . H a z e n , " I r o q u o i s " , of O w e n S o u n d , 
O n t . ; S to . D . K i n s a n , " H a i d a " , of 
H a l i f a x ; Sto . W . K i n d y , " I r o q u o i s " , 
of N i a g a r a F a l l s , O n t . ; A / C o o k V . 
O ' G r a d y , " A l g o n q u i n " , of H a l i f a x ; 
O / T e l A . G r i f f i t h , " A l g o n q u i n " , of 
B r a n t o n , O n t . ; O r d . Sea. F . Cook , 
" H u r o n " , of A r e o l a , Sask . ; P / W t r . 
B . Paquet te , " H a i d a " , of O t t a w a ; L M 
2/c A . M c R a e , " H u r o n " , of W i s h a r t , 
Sask . ; P / S A M . Cooper , " I r o q u o i s " , 
of M o n t r e a l ; and P / S t e w a r d W . 
H o l l o w a y , " H a i d a " , of O t t a w a . 

T h e N a v y is also t a k i n g an act ive 
interest in the V a n c o u v e r Is land 
G o l d e n G l o v e s T o u r n e y w h i c h is now 
being p lanned . N a v a l men w i l l be 
permi t ted to enter, p r o v i d i n g p a r t i c i ­
pa t i on does not interfere w i t h their 
duties . — H . E . T . 

"Unicorn" Hockey Team 

Travels For Games 

T h e N a v y hockey team from 
H . M . C . S . " U n i c o r n " , Saskatoon , has 
made a n u m b e r of out -o f - town tr ips 
d u r i n g the past few months . Inc luded 
in the towns v i s i t ed by the team are 
the nearby centres of B iggar and 
V o n d a . T h e team travels in un i f o rm 
and has done m u c h to publ i c i ze the 
N a v y in c ommuni t i e s in the S a s k a ­
toon area. T h e '' U n i c o r n ' ' team 
started i ts season v e r y we l l , w i n n i n g 
four and t i e ing two of its first seven 
games. 

Chap la in Ivan Edwards , left, p lay ing coach of the Hal i fax N a v y football team, is presented 
by P O " G i n g e r " O ' B r i e n , team captain, with a football autographed by his teammates, in recog­
nit ion of his "outstanding sportsmanship." 
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Club-swingers Make 
Hit With Horse Act 

D u r i n g December the P . and R . T . 
Staff at H . M . C . S . " N a d e n " used its 
dogwatch t ime to produce some 
costumes for the " N a d e n " chi ldren 's 
C h r i s t m a s par ty . Waste -paper basket s, 
bur lap bags, brown paper and bi ts ol 
this and that from here and there-
were manufac tured into two comic 
horse outfits w i t h the s k i l l of A d r i e n 
of Par i s . 

T h e fortunate members ot the 
department became c lown jockeys , 
appropr ia te ly a t t i r e d ; the u n l u c k y 
ones assumed head and ta i l s tat ions 
inside the bur lap steeds and learned 
how to dance to " The O l d G r a v 
M a r e " . 

T h e youngsters enjoyed and en­
cored the act and the team was cal led 
upon to per form a second t ime when 
the destroyers held their ch i ldren ' s 
p a r t y . 

Montreal Division 
May Enter Grid League 

H . M . C . S . " D o n n a c o n a , " the N a v a l 
D i v i s i o n at M o n t r e a l , has appl ied to 
enter a team in the intermediate 
d iv i s i on ol the Quebec R u g b y F o o t ­
bal l U n i o n for the 194° c a m p a i g n . 

" D o n n a e o n a ' s " a p p l i c a t i o n had yet 
to be approved by the league at press 
t ime, but Q . R . F . U . Pres ident M y e r 
Insky said he felt " t h e N a v y would 
b r i n g added prest ige" to the c i r cu i t . 

A " D o n n a c o n a " — " S t . H y a c i n t h e " 
N a v y team won the G r e y C u p in 1944. 

Cadets' Rugger Team 
Wins 8 out of 10 Matches 

E n g l i s h rugby was the p r i n c i p a l team 
sport p layed at the C a n a d i a n Services 
Col lege , " R o y a l R o a d s " , d u r i n g the 
fal l t e rm. Despi te the fact tha t most 
of the new Cadets were accustomed 
to the C a n a d i a n game, the F i r s t 
X V , coached by L i e u t . - C d r . F r e d 
Frewer and L i e u t . R e g . M y l r e a , 
scored eight v ic tor ies as against two 
defeats in the V i c t o r i a R u g b y League 
(Second D i v i s i o n ) and exh ib i t i on 
games. 

T h e o u t s t a n d i n g game resulted in 
a 17-0 v i c t o r y over the F i f t h R e g i ­

ment before a large A r m i s t i c e D a y 
crowd at M c D o n a l d P a r k for the 
coveted A r m y and N a v y T r o p h y . A 
h a r d h i t t i n g scrum and fleet three-
quarter l ine showed up a d m i r a b l y 
here. T h e members of the team are : 

Cadets R . E . Lewis (Ca lgary ) 

c a p t a i n ; F . T r e b e l ( P i c t o n , O n t . ) , 

B . A . H o w a r d (Toronto ) , N . L y o n 

(Ot tawa) , R . L o n g m u i r (Have lo ck , 

O n t . ) , F . A . M o o r e ( T r a i l , B . C . ) . 

H . J . T a m o w s k i { K i t c h e n e r , O n t . ) . 

D . I. K n i g h t ( V a n c o u v e r ) , D . G . 

L o o m i s (Sorel , Que . ) , R . S. Peacock 

( H a m i l t o n ) , R . D . C . Sweeney ( V a n ­

couver) , F . W . C r i c k a r d (Vancouver ) , 

R . D . M a c d o n a l d (Reg ina ) , A . D . 

W a l l i s (V i c tor ia ) and M . D . W i l s o n 

(Sarnia) . 

S. and S. School 

Sets Bowling Pace 

T h e first hal f of the schedule in the 
H . M . C . S . " N a d e n " I n t e r - P a r t B o w l ­
ing League was topped by the S u p p l v 
a n d Secretar iat Schoo l , w i t h " N a -
d e n ' s " S u p p l y Staff a good second. 
H o t compet i t i on is promised for the 
second hal f w i t h 10 teams on the l ists . 

"Iroquois"' Hockey Team 

Has Its Difficulties 

T h e D r a f t i n g Office, rather than 
oppos ing teams, is p r o v i d i n g the 
hockey team of H . M . C . S . " I r o q u o i s " 
w i t h its toughest oppos i t i on . In spite 
of these troubles, however, the team 
is m a n a g i n g to m a i n t a i n a fa i r ly good 
record. Regu lar members are Sto . 
M e c h . " P e e W e e " L a c r o i x , Sto . M e c h . 
A l f r ed Stevenson, L d g . Sea. F e r n a n d 
L e P a g e , A B D o n a l d L a v e r n , P O 
M o o r e . Sto . M e c h . A l l a n K i n g , Sto . 
M e c h . Albert E t h l e s t o n , L T 2/c 
N o r m a n Sellers, C o o k (S) Robert 
L a y field, Sto . M e c h . A g n e w , Sto . 
M e c h . H u m p h r i e s and Sto . M e c h . 
" M o o s e " L a c r o i x . 

B a s k e t b a l l is another sport enjoyed 
by the men of the " I r o q u o i s " . In the ir 
first game the destroyer team defeated 
the " N e w L i s k e a r d " 48 - 22. Those 
t u r n i n g out for basketbal l inc lude I ,dg. 
Sea. F . Lepage , Sto . M e c h . H o w a r d 
D e n c h , Sto . M e c h . A . E t h l e s t o n , S t o . 
M e c h . G o r d o n M u s t a r d and A B P a u l 
Pc l le t ier . 

A cr ibbage t ournament was recently 
inaugurated and a n u m b e r of experts 
were unearthed . — R . M . 

The N a v y hockey team which has been enjoying a successful season in the Hal i fax Inter-
Service Hockey League is shown above. Front row left to right are: A B R a y Shedlowski , T e l . 
Robert Patry , T e l . A n d y Baribeau, Radio Technic ian M e l . Dav is , A B H . H . B i r d and E R A Joe 
Conrad . Centre row: Chie f Plumber E d . McSweency , Sto. M e c h . John Stewart , Cook Charles 
Garf ie ld , P O " G i n g e r " O ' B r i e n , E R A B i l l Rudling' , Chief Plumber John Spidel l , R P O Ceci l 
O ' H e a r n and Chief Shipwright Bernie Gordon . Back row: Chief Sto. M e c h . H a r r y Patr i ck , team 
coach, Sto. M e c h . P O Albert C a r r o l l , trainer, L d g . Med i ca l Assistant Robert Belson, assistant 
trainer, and the late L i e u t . - C d r . Charles M c D o n a l d . 
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Sports Flashes 

From H.M.C.S. "Shearwater" 

H . M . C . S . ' ' S h e a r w a t e r " has had 

three hockey teams in operat ion this 

w inter , one in the H a l i f a x Inter -Service 

H o c k e y League and two in the 

" S t a d a c o n a " I n t e r - P a r t League. 

T h e newly - formed B a d m i n t o n C l u b 

got a w a y to a fine start recently w i t h 

about 30 members and their friends 

t u r n i n g out for p lay . F o u r courts are 

ava i lab le on Wednesday evenings and 

S u n d a y afternoons. 

H o n o r a r y president of the c lub is 

C o m m a n d e r E r i c B o a k , E x e c u t i v e 

Officer of the base. L i e u t . H o w a r d 

C l a r k is president. 

T w e n t y teams make up the Inter -

Par t B o w l i n g League at " S h e a r w a t e r " , 

A l l e y s are ava i lab le at the nearby 

C l a r k e Ruse p l a n t . A m o n g the c o m ­

pet ing teams are the R u m m i e s , T r a p ­

pers, Teetota lers , S h a r k s a n d Sc ivers . 

A team is entered in the H a l i f a x 

B a s k e t b a l l League and is meet ing w i t h 

stiff c ompet i t i on . 

L i e u t . R . M . Greene, R . C . N . , P . & 

R . T . Officer of the base, is do ing an 

excellent job of o rgan iz ing the sport ­

ing ac t iv i t i es of " S h e a r w a t e r " person­

nel . — A . J . C . 

^tirements 
Chief Petty Officer Cyri l Henry Mills 

Age: 36 
Address: 375 Obed Avenue, V ic tor ia 
Jo ined : January , 1929. A s a Boy Seaman. 
Served i n : H . M . S . " V i c t o r y " , " W a r s p i t e " . 

" V e r n o n " : H . M . C . S . " S k e e n a " . 
"Arment ie res " , " P r i n c e H e n r y " , 
" C r u s a d e r " , "Rockc l iFfe" . "Cres ­
cent" , " N a d e n " , " V a n c o u v e r " , 
" O t t a w a " , "S tadacona" , " C o r n ­
wal l i s " , "Peregr ine" , " N i o b e " and 
" G i v e n c h y " . 

Ret i red : January 28, 1949. 
* * * 

Chisf Petty Officer 1 c George Henry 
Charles Pearce 

Age: 43 
Address: 1410 M y r t l e Street, V ic tor ia . 
Jo ined : October, 1929. As an Able Seaman 

(transferred from R o y a l N a v y ) . 
Served i n : H . M . S . " V i c t o r y " , " W a r s p i t e " , 

" V e r n o n " : H . M . C . S . " C h a m -
p l a i n " , " V a n c o u v e r " . "Saguenay" . 
" S k e e n a " , " S t . L a u r e n t " , " A r m e n ­
tieres", " S t . F r a n c i s " , " N a d e n " , 
"S tadacona" , " C a r l e t o n " , "Hoche -
laga I I " , "Peregr ine" and " R o y a l 
Roads" . 

Ret i red : Februarv 10, 1949. 

* * * 
Chief Petty Officer 2 c Owen R. C. 
Clover 

Age: 39 
Address: 100 Burnside Road, V i c tor ia . 
Jo ined: January , 1929. As an Ordinary 

Seaman. 
Served i n : H . M . S . " V i c t o r y " , " E x c e l l e n t " , 

" W a r s p i t e " ; H . M . C . S . "Skeena" , 
" O t t a w a " , "Rest igouche" , " S t . 
L a u r e n t " . " F r a s e r " , " M a r g a r e e " ; 
" P r i n c e H e n r y " , " U g a n d a " , 
" N a d e n " , " V a n c o u v e r " , " S t a d a ­
cona" , " G i v e n c h y " , " C o r n w a l l i s " , 
" B u r r a r d " and " U n i c o r n " . 

Ret i red : January 20, 1949. 

Chief Pettv Officer James E . Cropp 
Age: 39" 
Address: 43 Logan Avenue, V i c tor ia . 
Jo ined : M a r c h , 1929. A s a Boy Seaman. 
Served i n : H . M . S . " V i c t o r y " , " W a r s p i t e " , 

" V e r n o n " , " I r o n D u k e " , " H o o d " ; 
H . M . C . S . " S k e e n a " , " S t . L a u r e n t " , 
"Ass in ibo ine " ; "Saskatchewan" , 
" A v a l o n " , " S t . S t e p h e n " , 
" O nt a r i o", " A t h a b a s k a n " , 
" N a d e n " , " V a n c o u v e r " , " S t a d a ­
cona" , " N i o b e " , " H a l i f a x " , " C o r n ­
wal l i s " and " C h i p p a w a " . 

Ret i red : Februarv 28, 1949. 

Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist (W) 
R. J . F . F i n c h a m 

Age: 37 
Address: Abbotsford. B . C . 
Joined: January , 1929. As a Boy Seaman. 
Served i n : H . M . S . " V i c t o r y " , " W a r s p i t e " , 

" P e m b r o k e " ; H . M . C . S . " A r m e n ­
tieres", " S k e e n a " . " S t . L a u r e n t " ; 
" N o o t k a " , " A s s i n i b o i n e", 
" A v a l o n " , " S t . H y a c i n t h e " , " A l ­
gonquin" , " N a d e n " , " V a n c o u v e r " , 
"Stadacona" , " N i o b e " , " B u r r a r d " , 
" B y t o w n " , " G i v e n c h y " and the 
N a v a l Radio Stat ion . Aldergrove. 
B . C . 

Ret ired: Januarv t, 1949. 
• * * 

Chief Petty Officer Cook fO) Gordon 
S. Caithness 

Age: 44 
Address: 55 Chestnut Street, Hal i fax . 
Jo ined : February , 1928. As an Assistant 

Cook. 
Served i n : H . M . C . S . " F e s t u b e r t " , " C h a i n -

p l a i n " , "Saguenay" , " S k e e n a " . 
" A s s i n i b o i n e " , " A l g o n q u i n " , 
"S tadacona" , " C o r n w a l l i s " , " S t . 
H y a c i n t h e " , " S h e l b u r n e " a n d 
"Peregr ine" . 

Ret ired : Februarv 1, 1949. 

A newcomer to the sports roster at H . M . C . S . " N a d e n , " Esquimalt , is team bayonet fencing. Popular with ships' companies before the war, the 
sport has been revived with considerable success, and wi l l become an annual competit ive feature at " N a d e n " in future. The action depicted above 
(left) took place during the recent Pacific N a v a l Command team tournament, and shows Wri ter Probationer W . M i t c h e l l , of the Supply and Secre­
tariat School team, mix ing it up with Stoker R. K a y e , of the New Entr ies . " N a d e n ' s " ship's company entered the third team in the tournament 
which was won by the S. and S. School. A t right, Able Seaman K . Strycker , captain of the S. and S. School team, receives the Bayonet Fencing 
T r o p i n - from Commodore J . C. I. Edwards , Commodore, R . C . N . Barracks, Esquimal t . 
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SHIP'S B A D G E S - IV 
Represented this m o n t h are four 

more of the official badges w h i c h have 

been adopted b y R . C . N , ships a n d 

establ ishments to replace the less 

f o rmal crests and ins ign ia w h i c h they 

carr ied d u r i n g the Second W o r l d W a r . 

A l l the present badges are h e r a l d i -
ca l ly correct , h a v i n g been submi t ted 
to S i r A r t h u r W . Cochrane , C larenceux 
K i n g of A r m s at the Col lege of H e r a l d s 
in L o n d o n . In most cases the designs 
were developed b y L t . - C d r . A . B . 
Beddoe , O . B . E . , R . C . N . (R) ( R e t ' d ) , 
b u t a few were suggested by S i r 
A r t h u r Cochrane or by officers of the 
ships concerned. 

H . M . C . S . " Q u e e n Charlotte" 

T h e N a v a l D i v i s i o n at C h a r l o t t e -

t o w n is cal led after a corvette wh i ch 

was b u i l t in 1809 at A m h e r s t b u r g for 

service w i t h the P r o v i n c i a l M a r i n e on 

L a k e E r i e . T h i s vessel in t u r n was 

named in honour of Queen C h a r l o t t e , 

the wife of K i n g George I I I of E n g ­

l a n d . Queen C h a r l o t t e was the d a u g h ­

ter of Char l es L o u i s , D u k e of M e c h l i n -

b u r g , and it was thought appropr ia te 

that the badge for H . M . C . S . " Q u e e n 

C h a r l o t t e " should represent some 

device from the A r m s of M e c h l i n -

burg . A c c o r d i n g l y , the bu l l ' s head 

w i t h the duca l c rown was chosen. T h e 

badge is a s t r i k i n g one, carr ied out in 

v i v i d colours. 

H . M . C . S . "Carleton" 

H . M . C . S . " C a r l e t o n , " the O t t a w a 

N a v a l D i v i s i o n , der ives its name 

u l t i m a t e l y from S i r G u y C a r l e t o n , 

who is credited w i t h h a v i n g saved 

C a n a d a for the B r i t i s h in the defeat 

of A r n o l d and M o n t g o m e r y at Quebec 

in 1 774. T h e crest from the A r m s of 

S i r G u y C a r l e t o n ( B a r o n Dorchester) 

provides the design for the badge of 

this D i v i s i o n . It has been placed upon 

herald ic water to show its connect ion 

w i t h the sea. 

H.M.C.S. "Antigonish" 

T h e name of this frigate is a M i c m a c 

I n d i a n w o r d m e a n i n g " b r o k e n b r a n ­

ches" . It is said that beech trees used 

to grow in abundance in A n t i g o n i s h 

county in N o v a S c o t i a and that bears 

frequented the l o ca l i ty to procure 

beech-nuts from the branches w h i c h 

they broke d o w n . In the badge of 

H . M . C . S . " A n t i g o n i s h , " th is act is 

shown in convent iona l i zed f o r m . 

H.M.C.S. "Swansea" 

L i k e that of H . M . C . S . " D i s c o v e r y " 

( C R O W S N E S T December 1948), the 

badge device of the frigate H . M . C . S . 
" S w a n s e a " is a rebus — pic tured ob­
jects descr ib ing the syl lables of a word . 
T h u s : S W A N - S E A . T h e b i r d is h o l d ­
ing a maple leaf in its beak to show 
the associat ion w i t h C a n a d a . 

R E C O R D R E C R U I T I N G M O N T H 

M o r e men jo ined the R o y a l C a n ­
adian N a v y d u r i n g J a n u a r y , 1949, 
than in a n y other m o n t h since the 
end of the Second W o r l d W a r . D u r i n g 
the period 258 men were attested a n d 
47 discharged, m a k i n g a to ta l increase 
for the m o n t h of 211 men. T o t a l i n ­
crease in officer complement d u r i n g 
J a n u a r y was seven. O v e r a l l s trength 
of the R . C . N , at J a n u a r y 31, 1949, 
was 7,753. 
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T H E C A N A D I A N A R M Y 

,4 Unique Outfit 

T h e y perform no d r i l l or other rou ­
t ine duties , receive no p a y and wear no 
uniforms, b u t the C a n a d i a n Rangers 
nevertheless occupy an integral an 
h igh ly i m p o r t a n t place in the 
D o m i n i o n ' s defence organ izat i on . 

T h e Rangers , in the str ict sense, are 
not a component of the C a n a d i a n 
A r m y , but have the status ot o rgan­
ized m i l i t i a . 

T h e y are made up of trappers, 
woodsmen, miners , farmers and others 
who l ive in the sparsely settled parts 
of C a n a d a . T h e y render services w h i c h 
cannot be performed by either the 
A c t i v e or Reserve forces. 

L t . - G e n . G u v Granv i l l e Simonds. C . B . , 
C . B . E . , D .S .O . , (above) in August wi l l take 
command of the Nat iona l Defence College 
and the Canadian A r m y Staff College at 
Kingston , C n t . G e n . Simonds is the former 
commander of the 2nd Canadian Corps in 
Northwest Europe and, after Y E Day , of the 
Canadian Forces in the Netherlands. His 
most recent appointment was that of A r m y 
instructor at the Imperial Defence College at 
Camberley, Eng land . 

In areas whi ch could be manned by 
regular troops on ly at a p r o h i b i t i v e 
c o s t — t h r o u g h o ti t t h e t h i n l y -
inhabi ted stretches of C a n a d a , and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y across the nor th land and 
along the Paci f ic and A t l a n t i c coasts 
— the Rangers keep alert for a n y 
a c t i v i t y of a suspicious nature , pro­
v ide a fund of va luab le background 
and current in format ion and act as 
guides for manoeuvres . In search and 
rescue w o r k they are inva luab le , as­
s ist ing as they do in the l ocat ing a n d 
saving of personnel and equ ipment . 

T h e Rangers have an author ized 
strength of 5,000, organized most ly 
into companies , platoons and sections, 
w i t h their own officers and non-coms. 
A platoon consists of not more than 
30 men. Brassards are their on ly 
d i s t ingu ish ing marks , though they.are 
equipped w i t h rifles, bayonets and 
a m m u n i t i o n issued by the a r m y . 

T h e y are recruited most ly from men 
who wou ld not be ava i lab le in a 
mob i l i za t i on because of age or other 
c ircumstances . In peacetime, how­
ever, a certain proport ion ol younger 
m a n are enlisted into the ranks of the 
R angers. 

Northern Radio Station 

R a d i o s ta t ion C F H R , newest of the 
C a n a d i a n A r m y ' s six radio b r o a d ­
cast ing stat ions in the far nor th , is 
now in operat ion at H a y R i v e r , 
N o r t h w e s t Terr i t o r i e s . 

Licensed as a 100-watt s ta t i on . 
C F H R takes its place w i t h four other 
stat ions of the R o y a l C a n a d i a n C o r p s 
of S ignals ' N o r t h w e s t Terr i tor i es and 
Y u k o n R a d i o S y s t e m in present ing 
enterta inment for m i l i t a r y personnel 
and c iv i l i ans in isolated northern 
regions. 

A l r e a d y in successful operat ion are 
stations at Vvhitehorse, D a w s o n C i t y , 
A k l a v i k and N o r m a n W e l l s . A n o t h e r 

stat ion at F o r t C h u r c h i l l , a l though 
serving the n o r t h , is not a c t u a l l y par t 
of the system. 

T h e new stat ion operates on a 
frequency of 1,230 ki locyc les and has 
an effective range of 200 miles. O n the 
air d u r i n g the leisure hours of service 
personnel in the area, C F H R thus far 
is conf ining its efforts to the broad ­
casting of recorded programs. These 
inc lude classical and popular music , 
d r a m a and comedv shows. 

Amphibious Training 

M o r e t h a n 100 C a n a d i a n troops 

have been undergoing a m p h i b i o u s 

t r a i n i n g at L i t t l e Creek , near N o r f o l k , 

C o l . W i l l i a m Wallace Lockhart (above) has 
taken over the post of Director of Signals at 
A r m v Headquarters. C o l . I.ockhart enlisted 
in the ranks of the R . C . C . S . in 1922 and 
during the next three years was in charge of 
the wireless station at M a y o , Y u k o n . C o m ­
missioned in 1929, he served in various posts 
unti l 1940, when he went overseas. He sub­
sequent! y commanded the 3rd Canadian 
Div is ional Signals, was secretary of 21 A r m y 
Group Joint Signal Board , and, finally, was 
signals officer at Field Marsha l Montgomery 's 
tactical headquarters. He served most recently 
as Command Signals Officer at Western C o m ­
mand Headquarters, Edmonton . 
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V i r g i n i a , and at C a m p L e j u n e , N o r t h 
C a r o l i n a , d u r i n g the past few months . 

T h e three i n f a n t r y platoons, two 
from the R o y a l C a n a d i a n Regiment 
and one from the R o y a l 22e Reg iment , 
are t a k i n g par t in U . S . amphib i ous 
exercises in the C a r i b b e a n before 
r e t u r n i n g to C a n a d a in M a r c h . 

T h e course is designed to qua l i fy 
soldiers in the tact ics and techniques 
of a m p h i b i o u s operations. It is par t of 
a scheme whereby officers and men 
and t r a i n i n g faci l i t ies are exchanged 
between the two countries . A m e r i c a n 
troops are g iven t r a i n i n g under co ld 
weather condi t ions at For t C h u r c h i l l . 

T H E R . C . A . F . 

Radar, Signal Training 

T h e stat ion they talked about in 
whispers d u r i n g the war is s t i l l i n the 
radar business. It 's R . C . A . F . S t a t i o n 
C l i n t o n , located 51) miles nor th of 
L o n d o n , O n t . , wh i ch housed some of 
the war ' s top secrets in the field of 
radar . 

T h e t r a i n i n g of A i r Force personnel 
in the intr icacies ol" radar and c o m ­
municat i ons is the responsib i l i ty of 
S ta t i on C l i n t o n under the R . C . A . F . ' s 
peacetime organizat ion . Undergo ing 
ins t ruc t i on there are future radar 
operators, the men who manipu la te 
the knobs and screens to scan C a n a d a ' s 
skies, together w i t h radar technic ians, 
whose respons ib i l i ty is to i n s t a l l , 
m a i n t a i n and repair the complex 
equ ipment . 

A n o t h e r group t a k i n g t ra in ing at 
C l i n t o n are the c o m m u n i c a t i o n oper­
ators and technicians, the men who 
wi l l take the ir place on graduat ion 
w i t h the R . C . A . F . special ists respon­
sible for the A i r Force 's vast signals 
network. A t C l i n t o n these men are 
taught how to operate and m a i n t a i n 
every type ol c o m m u n i c a t i o n equip­
ment used by the R . C . A . F . , and how 
to use i t fast and efficiently. 

S t i l l another course is that for 
special ist signals officers. T h r o u g h o u t 
a year of intensive i n s t r u c t i o n these 
officers fit themselves to supervise 
radar and c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ac t iv i t i es 
on a n y R . C . A . F . s ta t i on . P o t e n t i a l 

A n important part of al l R . C . A . F . radar and radio communication technician training is 
learning how to act as plotters in a Fi l ter room. In this F i l ter room al l information received by 
the scanning radar of the movement of friendly and enemy aircraft are plotted. Shown above 
during a mock raid are (left to r ight ) : C p l . M . F . C o u l d , Fredericton, N . B . ; Sgt. C . A . M a s o n , 
St. Andrews, N . B . , (controller), C p l . R . F . Buck, Saint John. X . B . , and L A C E . H . Andrew, 
Hunter River . P E L {RCA F Photo). 

signals officers must master funda ­
mentals of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and d irec ­
tion of a signals u n i t , in a d d i t i o n to the 
mass of technica l d a t a required . 

C l i n t o n also handles the t r a i n i n g ot 
radio officers, one of the postwar 
aircrew trades. A l r e a d y the first 
courses of these radio officers have 
been graduated and have had the new 
double wings p inned on their tunics . 
R a d i o officer trainees are for the most 
part y o u n g lads fresh from high school 
beginning their careers as c ommiss i on ­
ed officers in the R . C . A . F . K n o w n as 
flight cadets d u r i n g their basic t r a i n i n g 
period, they receive the ir wings at the 
end ot the C l i n t o n course, and shor t ly 
a f t e rward , on c o m p l e t i n g the a i r 
armament course at T r e n t o n , they 
don the uni form of a f ly ing officer in 
the regular R . C . A . F . 

T r a i n i n g lor these embryo radio 
officers includes ground i n s t r u c t i o n in 
all basic radio subjects , together w i t h 
operat ion of a irborne c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
and radar equ ipment . Recent aids to 
their t r a i n i n g are the new " f l y i n g 
c lassrooms" , D a k o t a aircraft fitted 

w i t h a m u l t i t u d e of radar and signals 
gear, to a l low prac t i ca l i n s t r u c t i o n i n 
the a i r . C o m f o r t a b l e and wel l s o u n d ­
proofed, these planes a l low a irborne 
ins t ruc t i on to be g iven to eight students 
at a t ime, accompanied by three i n ­
structors . 

Y o u might hear C l i n t o n referred to 
by A i r Force men as a "gen p a l a c e " , 
the Serv i ceman ' s w a y ol s a y i n g i t ' s 
tops in its field. R a d a r and c o m m u n i ­
cations are v i t a l in any aer ia l defence, 
and ( ' l in ton turns out no second-
raters . T h e man tra ined at C l i n t o n is 
good — he has to be, or he w o u l d n ' t 
even get i n . 

P . T . I . ' S . G E T R E - S C R U B 

T h e fo l l owing phys i ca l t r a i n i n g 
ins t ruc tors have completed a re-
q u a l i f y i n g course at the P . and R . T . 
School , R . C . N . B a r r a c k s , H a l i f a x : 
P e t t y Officers Fred Pot t s . Joseph 
Carisse , M e l v i n L u m l e y and A n d y 
C h a r t r e n , and L e a d i n g Seaman 
G o r d o n G r a v s t o n . 
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L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
Obsolete? — When? 

"There seems to be an impression 
that the usefulness and reason for 
existence of a certain type of vessel or 
aircraft or weapon is determined by 
what can destroy it . T h i s is a fallacy 
which seems to be quite common. 
Actual ly what renders a ship obsolete 
is not what can destroy it , but what 
can replace its function. Now, so long 
as that ship is needed to perform any 
essential function, it makes no great 
difference what can destroy it . If a 
badly needed ship is destroyed, we wi l l 
replace i t . " — Admiral W. H. B. 
Elandy, U.S.N., before the United 
States Senate Special Committee on 
Atomic Energy. 

White Ensign (Naval) Branch , #129 
Canadian Legion 

Hal i fax , N . S . 

T h e E d i t o r , 

T h e C R O W S N E S T , 
N a v a l Headquar ters , 
O t t a w a . 

S i r : — 

A t the last regular meet ing of our 
B r a n c h , several members brought to 
the a t tent ion of those present the 
p u b l i s h i n g of the C R O W S N E S T , 
and I have been requested to in f o rm, 
through the m e d i u m of the C R O W ' S -
N E S T , serv ing and e x - N a v a l person­
nel of the f o r m i n g of our new N a v a l 
B r a n c h of the C a n a d i a n L e g i o n . 

O n October 1, 1948, the o ld W h i t e 
E n s i g n Assoc ia t i on , w r hich was organ­
ized as such in N o v e m b e r , 1937, be­
came the W h i t e E n s i g n ( N a v a l ) 
B r a n c h , N o . 129, C a n a d i a n L e g i o n . 
M e m b e r s h i p is open to a l l N a v a l and 
e x - N a v a l personnel who have been on 
act ive service, regardless of whether 
they are s t i l l serv ing or are now in 
c i v i l i a n life. 

T h e new B r a n c h has been re­
organized and we now have a p p r o x i ­
mate ly 50 members in the H a l i f a x 
area and a few in other parts of 
C a n a d a . 

V i c e - A d m i r a l H . T . W . G r a n t , 
Ch ie f of N a v a l Staff , is one of our 
charter members . R e a r A d m i r a l 
C . R . H . T a y l o r , R . C . N . (Re t i r ed ) , 
f ormer ly F l a g Officer A t l a n t i c C o a s t , 
is also a member . 

T h e president for 1949 is M r . V . L . 
B r e t t , 25 Beech S t . , H a l i f a x . S e r v i n g 
personnel or n a v a l veterans in the 
H a l i f a x d i s t r i c t can o b t a i n i n f o r m a ­
t ion by contac t ing the Secretary of 
the B r a n c h at 1572 B a r r i n g t o n S t . , 
H a l i f a x . 

T o m y knowledge, th is is the first 
and only N a v a l B r a n c h on the East 
Coast , and since we are res tr i c t ing 
membersh ip to N a v a l and e x - N a v a l 
personnel , the members thought that 
the C R O W S N E S T m i g h t inc lude a 
note in its future publ i cat ions . 

Y o u r s t r u l y , 
W . Y . M I E L S O M , 
Secretary- Treasu rer, 
1572 Barr ington St . , 
Hal i fax , N . S . 
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T . A . S . T r a i n i n g Centre 
Esquimalt , B . C . 

The E d i t o r , 

T h e C R O W S N E S T . 
S i r : — 

Y o u r page " L o o k i n g A s t e r n " in the 
December issue of your interest ing 
magazine carries an i tem on the 
s i n k i n g of the G e r m a n bat t l e cruiser 
" S c h a r n h o r s t " in December , 1943. 

Y o u state that two C a n a d i a n 
destroyers , " H a i d a " a n d " I r o q u o i s " , 
were at tached to the convoy . 

I w o u l d l ike to ca l l to your a t t e n ­
t i on the fact that H . M . C . S . " H u r o n " 
under c o m m a n d of (now) C a p t . H . S. 
R a y n e r , D . S . C . , was also present on 
this occasion, it be ing one of the six 
runs to N o r t h R u s s i a made b y this 
ship . 

I ca l l th is to your a t tent i on on 
behalf of the m a n y officers and men 
who served in the " H u r o n " and who 
feel qu i te s trongly on this subject . 

W i t h k i n d regards and very sincere 
wishes for the cont inued success of 
your magazine . 

I a m , S i r , 

Respect fu l ly yours , 

C. S. S M E D L E Y , 
Lieutenant, R.C.N. 

A l l men below the rating of Petty Officer 
1st Class now wear the Class II uniform 
of the seaman. Above, Wri ter M . Lalonde, 
F i t z roy Harbour , Ont . , wears the tradit ional 
seaman's jumper, square collar and bell 
bottomed trousers whileat work at his desk in 
the ship's office of H . M . C . S . " B y t o w n , " 
Ottawa. Previously, Writers , as well as men 
in several other branches wore a peaked cap 
and double breasted jacket similar to the 
Petty Officer's r ig. 

R A D A R P L O T T E R S Q U A L I F Y 

T w o classes of R a d a r P lo t ters 

graduated recently from H . M . C . 

N a v i g a t i o n D i r e c t i o n Schoo l , H a l i f a x . 

In a class of R P 2's were L e a d i n g 

Seamen J . B u r r o w s and E . Peerless 

and A b l e Seamen R . M c M i l l a n , M . 

C o t t o n , W . H o g g , R . Grosco , C . Salt , 

B . M c N u t t , D . T r a s k , L . M a n d y , 

S. B a n k s and L . Piget . 

E n t i t l e d now to wear R P 3 badges 

are : A b l e Seaman A . P e r k i n s and 

O r d i n a r y Seamen T . G a r d i n e r , G . St . 

L a u r e n t , G . D a v i s , R . M i l l s , \Y-

B o u l t , W . M c C o o l , J . L e F r a n k , J . 

Porter and J . D o w l i n g . 

S. & S. C L A S S E S G R A D U A T E 

T h e fo l lowing W r i t e r s and Stewards 

were among recent graduates from the 

S u p p l y and Secretar iat School at 

H . M . C . S . " N a d e n " , E s q u i m a l t : 

W r i t e r s W . H . F o r e m a n , O . L . Clee . 

C . A . M a l t by . W r i t e r Probat ioners 

O . T . L a n g r u d , E . E . Beaupre , 

J . J . B . C . R h e a u m e , H . A . M a c C u l -

l ough , A . J . N i c h o l , R . D . W e i r , 

G . R . S m i t h , A . B . M a r c h i n k o w , 

A . G . R e a , A . J . S m i t h , P . W . C o w p e r , 

R . M . B u a k e , M . J . K u b i s h e s k i , 

J . L . L . R . C l a u e t and J . A . P . 

Rouss in . 

S tewards J . D . St ipte , H . H a r r i s o n , 

D . M e l v i n , J . G . D a v i d g e , R . J . 

H o l m e s and J . C o l e m a n . 



T H E T R A I L O F N U M B E R F O U R 
(Dedicated to the old Number Four street cars which carried the Navy 

between Esquimalt and Victoria for many, many years). 

Oh, the tracks are lying rusty 
In some long-forgotten shed; 
The spikes and ties and all that stuff, 
Are deader than the dead. 
Gone forever is the clatter 
And the squealing and the roar, 
For the old iron wheels aren't turning 
On the trail of Number Four. 

Gather round, lads, and remember 
Those hard cruises in the war 
When from Dockyard Gate to city 
Steamed the famous Number Four, 
With her seats topped up with matelots 
A n d the aisle a crowded sin. 
A n d a voice forever shouting, 
"Back there—three more coming in ! " 

O h , how wel l we know the jarring 
O f the flat wheels on the points 
A n d the gusty laugh of sailors 
W h o ' d been visiting the joints, 
A n d the crowd at "Pusser's Corner " 
W h o ' d come streaming through the door, 
Heading back for good old Naden 
In the good old Number Four. 

Though the sign declared, " N o Smoking" 
M a n , the air was stuffy blue 
Like a fairway lit by fag-ends 
A n d the odd cigar or two. 
A n y damsel when she entered 
With her mincing little stride 
Cou ld be always sure of sitting 
Vv ith a sailor at her side. 

N o w fond memory claims the paintwork 
That had faded dirty red, 
A n d the long, hard rows of benches 
That took seamen home to bed. 
Gone the long swing through Esquimalt 
With a beam-sea on the track 
A n d the final note of wonder 
Number Four had got you back! 

Yes, they've given us some buses 
With a lot of gilt and chrome 
That go sliding like destroyers 
Where the blacktop leads us home. 
A y e , it's elegant for sailors, 
A n d from salts who know the score 
There is precious little sighing 
For the good old Number Four. 

Oh, the tracks are lying rusty 
In some long-forgotten shed; 
The spikes and ties and all that stuff 
Are deader than the dead. 
Gone forever is the clatter 
And the squealing and the roar, 
For the old iron wheels aren't turning 
On the trail of Number Four. 

C.T. 
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