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Cover Photo — T h e sleeping spaces of H M C S " S i o u x " have a 

new look. G o n e are the swing ing h a m m o c k s a n d i n the ir stead 

are rows of three- t iered f o l d i n g b u n k s — one of the rad i ca l 

changes i n messing a n d sleeping arrangements on board the 

destroyer . E a c h b u n k is equ ipped w i t h a n a i r f o a m mattress 

(not shown) a n d an i n d i v i d u a l read ing l a m p . T h e f inal coat of 

p a i n t h a d h a r d l y dr i ed w h e n these two future tenants d ropped i n 

for a prev iew. A B B e r t K u f f n e r tries out one of the b u n k s for 

size a n d comfort w h i l e sh ipmate A B D o u g l a s B a s k e r v i l l e surveys 

the scene. I n the foreground can be seen the cort i cene- topped , 

a l u m i n u m lockers w h i c h are also a new feature. ( F o r more about 

the " S i o u x " see page 4.) RCN photo by AB Douglas Sawyer. 

N e g . N o . E-1066-8. 

LADY OF THE MONTH 

Same ship, different settings. In the top 
photo, the Tribal class destroyer HMCS 
"Cayuga" has taken advantage of a calm, clear 
day to close HMCS "Ontario" to exercise 
fuelling at sea. Here the messenger has been 
passed and the destroyer is preparing to haul 
the hose aboard. (The shadow below the 
"Cayuga's" bridge is that of the cruiser's 
foremast). 

In the lower photo, taken in January of this 
year, the "Cayuga" enters Esquimalt harbor 
on her return from a rough, cold trip to Van­
couver. 

When The "Crowsnes t " was first started, 
some 17 months ago, there was one big question 
in the minds of the editors: 

W o u l d sufficient material be received to 
ensure the publication of a standard, 28-page 
issue each and every month? 

O f this there was no positive guarantee, for 
the magazine was going to have to depend on 
the good w i l l of voluntary, non-professional 
correspondents and contributors, in naval ships 
and establishments, for almost all its contents. 
Moreover , it could not proffer payment for 
articles, items, illustrations or cartoons, no 
matter how glittering they might be or how 
talented their creators. 

The editors occasionally had gloomy visions 
of famine months, when The "Crowsnes t " 
wou ld be either a skimpy affair or wou ld not 
appear at al l . 

These forebodings have been proven com­
pletely unwarranted. 

No t only was there forthcoming enough 
material to guarantee a fresh "Crowsnes t " at 
the turn of each month, but the quantity reached 
the stage where the magazine could safely be 
boosted to 32 pages, and now and then to 36, 
(With always enough left over as a precaution 
against a "rainy day") . 

To all those whose support has made this 
possible goes a sincere vote of thanks—with a 
special note of appreciation for those who have 
remained steadfast even when their efforts have 
been hacked about or held over for an issue or 
so. 

However , let us make haste at the same time 
to declare that: 

(a) The "Crowsnes t " is still as hungry for 
material as ever and w i l l use every suitable 
scrap it can get; 

(b) There are still a number of ships and shore 
establishments that are heard from only occa­
sionally, and a few not at a l l ; 

(c) There are still stories of general interest 
that belong in The "Crowsnes t " but are not 
being reported; and, finally, 

(d) It is the magazine's ultimate aim to be able 
to look back and say that every officer and man, 
every ship, shore establishment, school, station 
and division has appeared in its pages, at some 
time, in some way. 
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Pacific Training Cruise 
T h e Paci f i c C o m m a n d breaks into 

the spr ing cruise p ic ture on M a r c h 2, 
when H M C Ships " O n t a r i o " , 
" C a y u g a " a n d " S i o u x " depart from 
E s q u i m a l t on a one -month , 5,000-
mi le t r a i n i n g tour d o w n M e x i c o w a y . 

F i r s t port of ca l l w i l l be S a n Diego , 
C a l i f o r n i a , where the three ships w i l l 
refuel d u r i n g a one-day stopover 
M a r c h 6. T h e n 
M a g d a l e n a B a y , 
roomy, sheltered 

they proceed to 
M e x i c o , i n whose 
waters they w i l l 

spend a week ent i re ly devoted to 
t r a i n i n g . 

O n M a r c h 17 the t r a i n i n g force 
begins the n o r t h w a r d j ourney . B r i e f 
stops are scheduled at M a n z a n i l l o and 
P o r t Refuggio , M e x i c o , followed b y a 
three-day stay in L o n g B e a c h , C a l i ­
fornia , f rom M a r c h 27 to 30. F r o m 
L o n g B e a c h the ships set course for 
E s q u i m a l t , where they are due to 
arr ive A p r i l 3. 

T h e cruise w i l l be the first t r i p of 

a n y length for the " S i o u x " since her 
commiss ion ing in J a n u a r y , and the 
first for the " O n t a r i o " since complet ­
i n g refit. 

T h e former engaged in work -ups 
d u r i n g the lat ter par t of J a n u a r y and 
ear ly F e b r u a r y , then jo ined w i t h the 
" C a y u g a " for a n t i - s u b m a r i n e exer­
cises. T h e " O n t a r i o " came o u t of 
refit F e b r u a r y 14 and spent the next 
two weeks on tr ia ls and work -ups . 

In the Caribbean 

O n F e b r u a r y 13, as per schedule, 
H M C Ships " M a g n i f i c e n t " a n d " M i c -
m a c " began the southern t r a i n i n g 
cruise that wou ld keep them away 
from their H a l i f a x base u n t i l m i d -
A p r i l . T h e two ships carr ied out 
evolut ions and flying exercises 
throughout the ensuing week, then 
put i n at Char l es ton , S . C . , on the 
20th for a four -day s tay . 

D u r i n g M a r c h , the " M a g n i f i c e n t " 
a n d " M i c m a c " w i l l pay four-day 

Commissioning day for H M C S "Sioux" was marked by the usual hustle and bustle as crew 
members joined the ship, dockyard mateys finished last-minute jobs and provisions and stores 
were loaded on board. (E-10730), 

vis i ts to H a v a n a and G u a n t a n a m o 
B a y , C u b a , a n d w i l l make two 
add i t i ona l fue l l ing stops at the la t ter 
port . T h e rest of the t i m e — - 2 1 days 
in a l l — they w i l l be at sea. 

F r o m the 20th to 26th the two 
C a n a d i a n ships w i l l c a r r y out c o m ­
bined fleet exercises in the C a r i b b e a n 
w i t h units of the R o y a l N a v y ' s 
A m e r i c a and W e s t Indies S q u a d r o n . 
A n t i - s u b m a r i n e patrols , searches and 
str ikes b y the " M a g n i f i c e n t ' s " two 
air squadrons , 825 and 826, w i l l 
comprise an i m p o r t a n t phase of the 
exercise p r o g r a m . 

H M C S " S w a n s e a " also sailed f rom 
H a l i f a x on the 13th b u t proceeded 
independent ly , w i t h N a s s a u , B . W . I . , 
her dest inat ion . She w i l l v i s i t the 
B a h a m a s cap i ta l from F e b r u a r y 18 to 
24, then re turn to H a l i f a x M a r c h 1. 

"Cayuga" Keeps Busy 
J a n u a r y wras a n y t h i n g b u t a m o n t h 

of rout ine a c t i v i t y for H M C S 
" C a y u g a " . I t a l l began on F r i d a y the 
13th when the T r i b a l class destroyer 
bucked a fu l l scale winter s t o r m to 
c a r r y the N a v y ' s j u n i o r hockey team 
to V a n c o u v e r for a featured e x h i b i ­
t i on game a n d to transport A r m y 
personnel back to V i c t o r i a . 

T h e " C a y u g a " had a rough passage, 
w i t h seas b u i l t up b y 65-knot winds 
s lowing her d o w n at t imes to seven 
knots . It took her five hours to reach 
V a n c o u v e r , and when she docked her 
entire superstructure was covered w i t h 
a two - inch coat ing of ice. 

T h e " C a y u g a " had been the on ly 
ship to clear V i c t o r i a harbor that d a y , 
a fact wh i ch prompted the V a n c o u v e r 
S u n to r e m a r k : " I f anyone has tr ied to 
te l l y o u that C a n a d a ' s new N a v y is 
going 'soft ' , the perfect answer . . . 
could be put in just two words — 
H M C S ' C a y u g a ' " . 

It d i d n ' t end there. T h e s torm 
cont inued into the next d a y , when the 
" C a y u g a " once again p u t to sea after 
e m b a r k i n g A r m y personnel for " O p e r ­
a t i on Brass M o n k e y " — a n exercise 
to be carr ied out on the Is land . A g a i n 
it was more than five hours before she 
eased into her berth at E s q u i m a l t . 

T h e next d a y , S u n d a y , she re-
embarked the soldiers a n d returned 
them to V a n c o u v e r . A f t e r an over-
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night s tay in the m a i n l a n d c i t y , the 
destroyer on M o n d a y made her fourth 
consecutive d a i l y crossing. 

A week later , o n J a n u a r y 23, the 
" C a y u g a " put to sea again , b u t this 
t ime she was bound for warmer 
cl imes. T h e destroyer set forth on a 
two-week t r a i n i n g cruise to C a l i ­
fornia wh i ch inc luded vis i ts to S a n 
Diego and L o n g B e a c h . 

A Big Step 
A clear-cut d i v i s i o n between oper­

at iona l and t r a i n i n g ships in the fleet 
was announced in m i d - F e b r u a r y as 
being one of the pr inc ipa l i tems on the 
R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y ' s program for 
1950. T h i s const itutes a ma jor step 
toward the achievement of the R C N ' s 
N o . 1 ob jec t ive—the deve lopment of 
an efficient, fu l ly operat ional a n t i ­
submarine force.. 

In the operat ional force, to begin 
w i t h , w i l l be H M C Ships " M a g n i f i ­
c e n t , " " H u r o n " a n d " M i c m a c " , plus 
the carrier 's a i r squadrons , on the E a s t 
Coast , a n d " C a y u g a " a n d " S i o u x " 
out W e s t . 

T r a i n i n g ships w i l l be " O n t a r i o , " 
" A t h a b a s k a n , " " A n t i g o n i s h " a n d 
" B e a c o n H i l l " at E s q u i m a l t , and 
" L a H u l l o i s e " a n d " S w a n s e a " at 
H a l i f a x . W h e n the m a n n i n g s i t u a t i o n 
permits , a destroyer w i l l be added to 
the E a s t Coast t r a i n i n g flotilla. 

C r e w s of the operat ional ships w i l l 
c onta in a h igh propor t i on of t ra ined 
personnel and every effort w i l l be 
made not to d i s turb them throughout 
the ships ' respective commissions. A 
cer ta in n u m b e r of untra ined men w i l l 
be absorbed into their crews from 
t ime to t ime, b u t never so m a n y as to 
lower their s t a n d a r d of efficiency. 

I n this w a y it is hoped that efficiency 
and t eamwork w i l l be developed to a 
h igh degree, i n i t i a l l y in the i n d i v i d u a l 
ships, then in the force as a whole . 

T r a i n i n g ships w i l l be employed 
exc lus ive ly in p r o v i d i n g sea exper i ­
ence for new entries, reserves and 
n a v a l cadets, and in furn ish ing the 
prac t i ca l t r a i n i n g necessary to supple ­
ment that received b y men t a k i n g 
courses in the schools ashore. 

T h i s w i l l mean the t r a i n i n g ships 
w i l l have fa i r ly large transient p o p u ­
lat ions , but , in order to m a i n t a i n 
efficiency and c o n t i n u i t y , they w i l l 
have permanent staffs of key officers 
and men for operat ing a n d t r a i n i n g 
duties . 

T h i s d i v i s i o n of the fleet has been 
on the agenda for some t ime b u t i ts 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n has been delayed by 
a shortage of manpower and a lack 
of t ra ined personnel. These deficiencies 
have been overcome t o f t h e ^ e x t e n t 
t h a t this phase of the N a v y ' s plans 
can now be p u t in to effect. 

It w i l l not be done w i t h o u t di f f i ­
c u l t y , a n d w i l l not take place over ­
night . O n the operat ional side of the 
picture , real ly tangible results are not 
expected to be ev ident u n t i l 1951. 

Occas iona l ly , too, there m a y be 
s l ight deviat ions f rom the course, as 
operat ional ships are t e m p o r a r i l y 
cal led on to assist their t r a i n i n g 
brethren . B u t the mean l ine of a d ­
vance w i l l be m a i n t a i n e d . 

O f the ships that are being assigned 
to the two categories, seven are now in 
act ive commiss ion . These are the 
" M a g n i f i c e n t , " " O n t a r i o , " " C a y u g a , " 
" S i o u x , " " H u r o n , " " M i c m a c " a n d 
" S w a n s e a . " T h e rest are re f i t t ing and 
w i l l be ready in the spr ing . 

In a d d i t i o n to these there w i l l be 
H M C S " P o r t a g e , " w h i c h w i l l spend 
the summer on the G r e a t L a k e s as a 
reserve t r a i n i n g sh ip , and other craft 
w h i c h w i l l be brought in to service 
d u r i n g the s u m m e r months . 

A s has been the pract ice for some 
t ime, B r i t i s h a n d U n i t e d States sub ­
marines w i l l be made ava i lab le to the 
R C N for prac t i ca l t r a i n i n g purposes. 
These submarines w i l l be employed 
bo th in t r a i n i n g a n t i - s u b m a r i n e per­
sonnel a n d i n tac t i ca l exercises w i t h 
ships a n d a i r cra f t of the operat i ona l 
force. 

"Huron" Commissions 

H M C S " H u r o n " , the t h i r d de­
stroyer to^be completed under the 
convers ion a n d modern iza t i on p r o ­
g r a m , w-as commiss ioned at H a l i f a x on 
F e b r u a r y 21. She replaced H M C S 
" H a i d a " , w h i c h is now serv ing as 
depot ship for the E a s t Coast Reserve 
F lee t . 

T h e " H u r o n " , d r a w i n g most of her 
ship 's c o m p a n y from her predecessor, 
is c ommanded b y L i e u t . - C d r . E . T . G . 
M a d g w i c k , f o rmer ly c o m m a n d i n g offi­
cer of the " H a i d a " . 

Timely Twins 
In the case of C P O Brian Inglis, a 

member of the permanent staff at 
H M C S "Cornwallis," one surprise led 
to another. 

About three weeks before Christmas, 
an expected addition to the family 
arrived, unexpectedly, in duplicate —• 
twin boys being born to Mrs. Inglis. 
The chief had hardly got over this 
astonishing event than he learned that 
the increase in the size of his household 
had boosted his name from 10th place 
to first in the waiting list for married 
quarters at "Cornwallis." 

On Christmas Day, Captain A. P. 
Musgrave, commanding officer of the 
establishment, presented a pair of 
proud family men, C P O Inglis and 
C P O Leslie Robertson, with the keys 
to the first two houses to become ready 
for occupancy. 

Before moving into their new home, 
CPO and Mrs. Inglis were living in a 
smalt flat at Clementsport, near 
Cornwallis. 

By the end of January, about three 
dozen of the married quarters had been 
occupied and more were expected to be 
available shortly. 
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The JVew ySioux' 

DE S T R O Y E R men are i n v a r i a b l y 
ardent o n the subject of the i r 

ships, and anyone w h o has served in 
the o ld " V " and " W " s , the " C h a m -
p l a i n " or " V a n c o u v e r , " the " S k e e n a " 
or ' 'Rest igouche , ' 1 or the c o m p a r a ­
t i v e l y modern " T r i b a l s " w i l l sure ly 
experience some nosta lg ia on crossing 
the gangway of the " n e w S i o u x . " 

H M C S " S i o u x , " destroyer of the 
Fleet V class, is (or was) a sister ship 
to H M C S " A l g o n q u i n , " b u t the 
re lat ionship is no longer read i ly ap ­
parent . " S i o u x " has undergone a 
complete refit above and below decks. 
A d d e d superstructure and other upper 
deck f itt ings have altered her profile, 
b u t i t is below decks that she differs 
so extensively , not on ly f r o m the 
" A l g o n q u i n " b u t f rom a n y other 
destroyers. 

T h e " S i o u x " represents one of the 
most i m p o r t a n t exper iments ever 
conducted i n our ships. 

A w a l k through the messdecks — 
pardon me, through the sleeping 
spaces and messrooms — induces v i ­
sions of a bygone e r a : memories of 

b y L . W . T. 

M a n y Innovations M a k e H e r 
U n i q u e A m o n g Destroyers 

s w a y i n g h a m m o c k s a n d c reak ing 
clews, the crash of mess gear s lewing 
back and for th in the shelves, a 
bosn's mate bent double l ook ing 
v a i n l y for the name of his relief 
a m i d an upside d o w n sea of h a m ­
mocks . T h e m i r r o r of the m i n d reflects 
the s ight of a messmate sw ing ing out 
of his h a m m o c k to l a n d in a c loud of 
b lanket fluff on the table and com­
mence lashing-up whi l e " T a n k i e " eats 
an early breakfast at the far end. 

H e r e , in this renovated destroyer, 
m a n y once f a m i l i a r scenes w i l l never 
be re-enacted. G o n e are the days of 
eat ing a n d sleeping in the same space. 
I n " S i o u x ' s " four sleeping compar t ­
ments for the crew the ma jor port ion 
of the room is taken up w i t h three-
t iered b u n k s , each complete w i t h 
i n d i v i d u a l reading l ight . Perhaps the 
age-old pipe, " Y o ho, y o ho, lash up 
and s t o w , " w i l l be replaced b y some­
t h i n g l ike , " C l u n k e t y c l u n k , secure 
your b u n k . " 

U n d e r the b unks are sh iny a l u ­
m i n u m k i t lockers w i t h green c o r t i -
cene tops. O t h e r lockers, in ver t i ca l 

sets of three, are placed where space 
permits . Large upr ight cabinets, c o m ­
pletely enclosed, keep the usual co l ­
lect ion of l in t on greatcoats a n d 
burberrys to a m i n i m u m . K i t b a g 
stowage has been prov ided in a 
corner of each crew space. 

T h r o u g h o u t the ship a l u m i n u m has 
been ut i l i sed wherever possible to 
reduce weight . M a n y in terna l n o n -
water t ight bu lkheads , a l l fan t r u n k -
ings, b unks a n d b u n k l ights , lockers, 
tables a n d chairs are made of th is 
l ightweight m e t a l . 

The Cook's Kingdom 

C a s t i n g back a decade or two re­
calls galleys fitted w i t h huge, b lack , 
cast - i ron ranges, w i t h coal bunkers 
nearby to feed their hungry maws . C o a l 
and coal dust usual ly covered the bare 
steel deck or the wooden grat ing . 
C o r k - d u s t i n g and p a i n t w o r k were 
b lack w i t h soot. T h e cook, sweat ing 
drops of i n k over his c u l i n a r y efforts, 
kept a respectful distance f r o m the 
sagging, red-hot stove top as he 
went about his often thankless task. 

" S i o u x " doesn't bel ieve i n smoke -
blackened p a i n t - w o r k , or coal , or 
even o i l , i n the gal ley . H e r range is an 
al l -e lectr ic job , s m a l l , c ompact a n d 
made f rom stainless steel for ease of 
c leaning and maintenance . A n elec­
tr ic deep freezer a n d an electric 
bread baker are inc luded . A l u m i n u m 
steamers and a stainless steel- f itted 
d i sh ing -up room off to one side 
complete the cook 's new d o m a i n . 

F r o m the gal ley the food goes to a 
stainless steel equipped serv ing room 
in the port flats. T h e latest in w a r m i n g 
ovens keeps food p i p i n g hot u n t i l i t 
is served out cafeteria sty le in c o m -
par tmented t rays . H u g e , s team tea 
a n d coffee urns assure a p lent i fu l 
supply of beverage. A d u m b wai ter 
connects the serv ing room to the 
w a r d r o o m a n d to the chief a n d p e t t y 
officers' mess d i rec t ly overhead. 

E a t i n g spaces have a l u m i n u m 
tables, chairs a n d benches, a l l w i t h 
green corticene tops. A far c r y from 
the bare wooden tables and benches of 
yesterday. 

T h e heavy re- inforced mess kett les , 
once used for e v e r y t h i n g imaginable , 
have disappeared. I t is doubt fu l if 
there is even a d i shpan . A s team 
ster i l i z ing u n i t in the s tarboard flats 
takes care of d i sh ing -up prob lems 

One of the features of the "Sioux" is a laundry complete with capacity rotary washer, 
tumbler drier and steam presser. Able Seamen Cecil Duncan (left), of Edrans, Manitoba, and 
Boyd Mohns. of Ottawa, give the rotary washer a once-over as they look around their new ship. 
(&-10719). 
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a n d the dishes a n d t rays are returned 
to the serv ing room clean and san i tary . 

'Dhobey Firms' Outdated 
L a u n d r y f irms, or, if y o u w i l l , 

" d h o b e y firms," once flourished in the 
older vessels. Some men even bought 
their own wash ing machines and went 
in for the business in a b ig w a y . " F o r 
services rendered , " the chief s toker 
a l lowed the use of the boi ler rooms 
wherein c lothes dr ied in hal f an hour ; 
otherwise there was a l l the trouble of 
r igg ing " g a n t l i n e s " on the focs'le. H o t 
water, ava i lab le on ly from the gal ley 
tap, cou ld be h a d in l i m i t e d q u a n t i t y 
-— if the chief cook's whites went 
w i t h i t . T h e " B u f f e r " n a t u r a l l y had a 
hand in the pie, and if his wash was 
inc luded w i t h the others, he closed his 
eyes when the soft soap a n d soda were 
issued. A n d of course the C o x ' n saw 
to i t tha t the " d h o b e y firm" was 
prov ided w i t h convenient jobs, such 
as washroom sweeper or " c a p t a i n of 
the heads . " 

T h i s source of income (especially 
lucrat ive in the tropics) is not possible 
in the " S i o u x . " She has the latest 
c o m m e r c i a l type r o tary washer 
a n d a t u m b l e r dr ier of large capac i ty . 
C lo thes can be washed, dr ied a n d 
ready to i ron in j i g t ime . E v e n the 
l i t t l e brother to the " d h o b e y firm," 
the pressing and i r on ing firm, is 
doomed to ex t inc t i on , for in the 
" d h o b e y r o o m " is a commerc ia l 
s team pressing u n i t . A b o u t the o n l y 
t h i n g r e m a i n i n g is the chant , " S l i n g 
a long your d i r t i e s . " 

Stainless steel basins in the w a s h ­
rooms, w i t h both hot and cold water 
tapped to them, b r i n g to m i n d the 
l ong steel troughs w h i c h used to d r a i n 
the water off in one corner of the 
bare steel washroom deck. L a t e r , 
ships went " m o d e r n " a n d added a 

The "Sioux" has been fitted with a soda fountain and equipment to make ice cream. 
Inspecting the soda fountain are Petty Officer Herb Jones (left), of Winnipeg, and Petty Officer 
Bill Lynch, of Calgary. (E-10721). 

The chief cook of H M C S "Sioux," Petty 
Officer Arthur Cownden, of Victoria, exam­
ines a giant "mixmaster" in his shining, 
all-electric galley. {E-10722). 

hinged l i d into w h i c h were set en ­
amel led bowls in g imbals . B o w l s were 
t ipped to e m p t y them, but they were 
filled from b ig cans, l ike overgrown 
coffee pots, a n d the hot w a t e r was 
transported f r o m — the gal ley tap . 

Fresh cold water a n d salt water 
taps were on the washroom b u l k h e a d . 
W o o d e n grat ings covered the deck, 
their cleanliness depending o n the 
zeal of the sweeper or the first 
l ieutenant 's sharpness of eye. In 
earlier ships, washrooms were a lmost 
non-existent and usual ly someone 
heated a bucket of water on the 
galley stove a n d brought i t in to the 
messdeck. 

S t e a m heat, of course, has been w i t h 
us for some t ime, but before the 
advent of such comfort , smal l " c o a l -
bogeys" were used in the messdecks. 
T h e i r smokepipes led out through the 
upper deck a n d when in use, l ibera l 
coatings of smoke and soot b lackened 
not on ly e v e n - t h i n g on the upper deck 
but often created a dense a n d i m ­
penetrable fog in the messdeck. 
" S i o u x " has, in a d d i t i o n to steam 
radiators , a n u m b e r of electric heaters 
in var ious spaces in the ship . 

A soundproofed radio room, w rith 
the latest in c o m b i n a t i o n rad io -
phonograph . radiates to speakers 
throughout the sh ip . 

Large c a p a c i t y co ld a n d cool rooms 
in the " S i o u x " ensure a p lent i fu l 
supp ly of fresh foods for l ong t r ips , in 

direct contrast to the days when 
refr igerat ion was in its in fancy and 
destroyers h a d o n l y a smal l " f r i g " 
sufficient on ly for a few days ' s u p p l y . 

W h e r e the o ld destroyers rel ied on 
s ix - inch side scuttles for fresh a i r , 
a n d d i d n ' t get a n y when seas were 
rough or the b lackout was in force, 
" S i o u x " has forced-air v e n t i l a t i o n 
that assures a constant s u p p l y under 
a l l condi t ions . 

N o Luxury Ship 

It would be a mistake, though, to 
think of the "Sioux" as a luxury liner 
— or anywhere near it. In a fighting 
ship, the weapons come first, and in a 
destroyer, particularly, they place a 
heavy demand on space. What is left 
goes to other considerations, and it 
isn't so very muck. 

T h e " S i o u x " const itutes an exper i ­
ment . L i v i n g arrangements never 
before tr ied in C a n a d i a n or B r i t i s h 
destroyers are to be tested i n her 
under a l l possible condit ions . 

T o be successful, they m u s t not 
on ly result in i m p r o v e d comfort a n d 
h a b i t a b i l i t y , but , above a l l else, must 
contr ibute , in pos i t ive fashion, to the 
ship 's efficiency in general a n d her 
fighting efficiency in par t i cu lar . 

U n t i l the answ'ers are establ ished, 
" S i o u x , " the " g u i n e a p i g , " is go ing to 
be the focal po int for a great deal of 
interest and a t t ent i on . 
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Transportation When 
Proceeding On Leave 

T h e regulat ions on assisted t r a n s ­
p o r t a t i o n w h e n proceeding on leave 
have now been changed a n d the 
fo l l owing regulat ions are now i n 
effect: 

A n officer or m a n proceeding to 
his home on leave w i t h p a y s h a l l , on 
one occasion o n l y i n each leave year 
for the p o r t i o n of the j o u r n e y a c t u a l l y 
made i n C a n a d a or between C a n a d i a n 
po ints , be ent i t l ed to a n a l lowance 
ca l cu lated at the rate of .01^ per mi l e 
for each mi le of the complete j ourney 
i n excess of 900 miles w h i c h is not 
per formed i n service t ranspor t . C a l ­
c u l a t i o n of the mileage between the 
officer or m a n ' s place of d u t y a n d his 
home sha l l be made us ing the r a i l w a y 
compet i t i ve mileage i n respect of 
t h a t por t i on of the j ourney served b y 
r a i l w a y s a n d , for a n y other p o r t i o n 
of the j ourney , a c t u a l mileage b y the 
most d irect route . 

U n d e r th is a m e n d m e n t the rates 
r e m a i n a t somewhat the same scale 
as before a n d the m e t h o d of c l a i m i n g 
is s i m i l a r , w i t h cert i f i cat ion of a r r i v a l 
a t des t inat ion s t i l l r equired . 

T h e p r i n c i p a l advantage of the 
change is t h a t t r a v e l can be under ­
t a k e n b y a n y a n d a l l means of 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n whereas before i t h a d 
to be b y r a i l to q u a l i f y for the a l l o w ­
ance. T h i s w i l l p e r m i t c la ims r i g h t 
to home towns i n those cases where 
there is no d irect r a i l connect ion . 

Canada Badge 
On All Uniforms 

" C a n a d a " badges w i l l i n future be 
w o r n b y officers a n d m e n o n a l l 
un i f o rms . 

" C a n a d a ' ' badges sha l l be w o r n o n 
b o t h a rms w i t h the top edge of the 
l e t t e r s o n e - h a l f i n c h b e l o w the 
shoulder s e a m : 

(a) B Y O F F I C E R S : 
On blue uniforms and great­
coats—gold wire badges on b l a c k 
b a c k g r o u n d . U n t i l go ld wire 
badges are ava i lab l e i n service 
c l o t h i n g stores, go ld e m b r o i ­
dered s i lk badges on b l a c k 
b a c k g r o u n d m a y be w o r n . 
On white uniforms—gilt m e t a l . 
On khaki uniforms—gilt m e t a l . 

(b) B Y C A D E T S : 

On blue uniforms and great­
coats—gold embro idered s i l k 
badges on b l a c k b a c k g r o u n d . 
On white uniforms—gilt m e t a l . 
On khaki uniforms—gilt m e t a l . 

(c) B Y M E N : 

On blue uniforms and greatcoats 
— red embro idered s i lk badges 
on b l a c k b a c k g r o u n d . 

On khaki uniforms—red e m ­
bro idered s i lk badges on b l a c k 
b a c k g r o u n d . 

On white uniforms — blue e m ­
bro idered s i lk on w h i t e back ­
g r o u n d . 

G i l t m e t a l ' ' C a n a d a " badges w i l l 
be made ava i lab le i n service c l o t h i n g 
stores as soon as possible. 

A gratu i tous issue of " C a n a d a " 
badges sha l l be made as fol lows (read 
i n five c o l u m n s ) : 

Gold 
Red Blue Silk 
on on on Gilt 

Black White Black Metal 
Class 1 10 4 
Class 2 6 4 
Cadets 2 4 2 

P r i c e of " C a n a d a " badges issued 
on r e p a y m e n t sha l l be as fo l l ows : 

Red on black background... 5 cents each 
Blue on white background . . 5 cents each 
Gold silk on black back­

ground 5 cents each 

T h e prices of go ld w i re badges a n d 
g i l t m e t a l badges w i l l be p r o m u l g a t e d 
as soon as the badges are ava i lab le . 

P r i o r i t y i n issue is to be g i v e n to 
ships proceeding to foreign waters . 

Our Sympathy 

A n expression of deepest sympathy 
on behalf of the Royal Canadian Navy 
was conveyed to the First Sea Lord, 
Admiral of the Fleet Lord Fraser of 
North Cape, in a personal signal from 
the Chief of the Naval Staff, Vice-
Admiral H . T . W. Grant, following the 
loss of the submarine H M S "Trucu­
lent" by ramming in the Thames 
estuary January 12. 

The "Truculent" was rammed by a 
Swedish tanker and sank within 
seconds. Fifteen of the 79 persons 
aboard escaped, the rest were lost. 

Courses For Candidates 
For AlSub-Lieutenant (E) 

C a n d i d a t e s w h o have been selected 
for courses for A c t i n g S u b - L i e u t e n a n t 
(E) w i l l be dra f ted i n future to the 
U n i t e d K i n g d o m to j o i n H M S 
" H a w k e " , where they w i l l undergo 
the p r e l i m i n a r y course of one m o n t h 
for U p p e r Y a r d m e n candidates . D u r ­
i n g the final week they w i l l appear 
before a final selection b o a r d to 
determine the ir s u i t a b i l i t y for c on ­
t i n u a t i o n on the course. 

Successful candidates w i l l be c las­
sified U p p e r Y a r d m e n (E ) a n d w i l l 
commence the first t e r m of the 
11-week U p p e r Y a r d m a n course. 

U p p e r Y a r d m e n (E) w i l l be dressed 
a n d ho ld the status of L e a d i n g Sea ­
men , b u t w i l l cont inue to receive the 
p a y a n d al lowances appl i cab le to 
the ir r a t i n g i m m e d i a t e l y pr i o r to 
be ing selected for the course. 

O n comple t i on of the first t e r m , 
U p p e r Y a r d m e n ( E ) w i l l be promoted 
to the r a n k of A c t i n g S u b - L i e u t e n a n t 
(E ) a n d w i l l be appo in ted to the 
R o y a l N a v a l Col lege, G r e e n w i c h , 
for two terms of general i n s t r u c t i o n . 
T h e y w i l l then proceed to the R o y a l 
N a v a l E n g i n e e r i n g Col lege for one 
year 's technica l i n s t r u c t i o n , on sat is ­
factory comple t i on of w h i c h they w i l l 
be conf irmed i n r a n k a n d appo in ted 
to seagoing ships to o b t a i n a certi f icate 
of competency . 

HMC Ordnance School 
To be on West Coast 

I t has been approved to establ ish 
a n O r d n a n c e Schoo l i n H M C S 
" N a d e n , " E s q u i m a l t . 

H M C Ordnance Schoo l w i l l be 
responsible for the co -ord inat ion of a l l 
ordnance t r a i n i n g a n d w i l l undertake 
the fo l lowing t r a i n i n g : 

(a) Ordnance officers as necessary. 
(b) A r m o u r e r s q u a l i f y i n g . A ) 
(c) W e s t coast por t d i v i s i o n 

armourers refresher courses. 
(d) Reserve ordnance officers. 
(e) Reserve armourers of centra l 

a n d western reserve d iv i s ions . 
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T h e Ordnance T r a i n i n g Centre , 
" S t a d a c o n a , " w i l l r emain and be 
responsible for the t r a i n i n g of the 
fo l l owing : 

(a) E a s t coast port d iv i s i on re­
fresher courses. 

(b) Reserve armourers of the 
eastern reserve d iv is ions . 

(c) C e r t a i n ordnance officer re­
fresher courses. 

It is ant i c ipated t h a t H M C O r d ­
nance School w i l l commence i n ­
s t ruc t i on d u r i n g the late spr ing of 
this year. 

C u r r e n t courses are to be cont inued . 
N o further armourer q u a l i f y i n g 
courses w i l l be undertaken w i t h o u t 
prior a p p r o v a l of N a v a l H e a d q u a r t e r s . 

How to Send Mail 
To Spring Cruise Ships 

T h e fo l lowing arrangements have 
been made by the Post Office D e p a r t ­
ment for the f o rward ing of mai l to 
personnel in H M C Ships " M a g n i f i ­
c e n t " and " M i c m a c " d u r i n g the cur ­
rent spr ing c ru i se : 

Air Mail 

L a t e s t dates for the despatch of air 
m a i l f rom M o n t r e a l to connect w i t h 
the two ships a t : 

Havana, Cuba March 8 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. .March 26 
New York April 10 

Surface Mail 

L a t e s t dates for the despatch of 
surface m a i l f rom M o n t r e a l to connect 
a t : 

Havana March 6 
Guantanamo Hay March 23 
New York April 9 

P a r c e l post should be prepaid at the 
rates app l i cab le v i a N e w Y o r k . 

A s a l l of the dates l is ted are the 
latest possible to p e r m i t de l i very at 
the ports ment i oned , i t is recom­
mended that m a i l be posted wel l in 
advance of these dates. 

T h e fo l lowing are the U S N a v y post 
office addresses for a i r a n d surface 
m a i l to the " M a g n i f i c e n t " a n d " M i c ­
m a c " a t : 

Guantanamo Bay — 
U.S. Navy Post Office, 
Nava! Operating Base. 

New York — 
U.S. Fleet Post Office, 

90 Church Street. 

Disposal 
of Unclaimed Baggage 

T h e quest ion of unc la imed baggage 
has often become a prob lem to n a v a l 
author i t ies and new regulat ions re­
gard ing disposal have been approved 
for guidance in future . 

U n c l a i m e d baggage w h i c h has been 
held for two months or longer, a n d 
the owner of wh i ch is u n k n o w n , is to 
be opened in an effort to discover the 
owner 's name. 

If the owner is ident i f ied , a muster 
sheet of the contents of the baggage 
w i l l be forwarded to the C a p t a i n of 
the ship or establ ishment i n wh i ch the 
owner is serv ing . If the owner has been 
released from the N a v y , a n d i t is not 
possible to contact h i m , endeavour 
w i l l be made to contact his close 
relat ives to ascerta in if they wish to 
c la im the baggage. 

S h o u l d the owner or his relat ives 
wish to c l a i m the baggage, i t shal l be 
forwarded to the C a p t a i n of the ship 
or establ ishment in wh i ch the owner is 
serv ing or from w h i c h he was released. 

If the owner has not s u b m i t t e d a 
c la im for compensat ion for the lost 
baggage, i t w i l l be returned to h i m or 
one of the parties desir ing to c la im i t . 

S h o u l d the owner have s u b m i t t e d a 
c l a i m for the lost baggage and the 
c la im not have been p a i d , i t shal l be 
cancelled and the baggage handed to 
the owner. 

I f a c l a i m for compensat ion has 
been pa id on the lost baggage, a cash 
ad jus tment w i l l be required on a l l 
art ic les tha t are fit for use, for w h i c h 
compensat ion has been pa id pr ior to 

the baggage being handed to t h i 
owner. 

If the owner cannot be located or 
does not wish to c l a i m the baggage, 
a l l service art ic les w i l l be w i t h d r a w n 
a n d re turned to the c l o th ing store. 
Personal effects w i l l be sold at auc t i on 
a n d the proceeds w i l l be donated to 
the C a n a d i a n N a v a l Services B e n e v ­
olent T r u s t F u n d . U n s o l d articles w i l l 
be donated to a char i tab le o rgan­
i z a t i o n . D a m a g e d or c o n t a m i n a t e d 
art ic les a n d art ic les of no va lue w i l l be 
destroyed. 

Dates of Leadership 
Courses Announced 

T h e s tar t ing dates for C h i e f P e t t y 
Officers a n d P e t t y Officers L e a d e r ­
ship Courses for 1950 are : 

F e b r u a r y 27, M a r c h 20, A p r i l 10, 
M a y 1, M a y 22, J u n e 12, J u l y 10, 
September 11, October 2, October 23, 
and N o v e m b e r 13. 

T e n Ch ie f P e t t y Officers or P e t t y 
Officers are required from each coast 
for each course except the course 
commenc ing N o v e m b e r 13, for w h i c h 
the E a s t C o a s t o n l y shal l prov ide 20 
m e n . 

T h e courses are held a t H M C S 
" C o r n w a l l i s . " 

There have been many instances where civilian organizations of various kino's have lent a 
helping hand to naval recruiting officers. Three recent examples come from Newfoundland 
where H M C S "Cabot " has been conducting a drive for RCN(R) recruits. The Royal Stores 
Limited, Bowring Bros, and Ayre & Sons Ltd. , have donated space in show windows and given 
assistance in producing displays drawing attention to the advantages offered by service with 
the R C N (Reserve). Above is shown the display made possible through the courtesy of Bowring 
Brothers. {Photo by Marshall Studio Ltd., St. John's). 
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" M r . N a v y " to the more t h a n 
4,000 P r a i r i e officers and men w h o 
jo ined a n d got the ir i n i t i a l n a v a l 
t r a i n i n g at the C a l g a r y d iv i s i on 
d u r i n g the w a r is an alert , b lue-eyed 
" y o u n g " m a n of 71 years, more t h a n 
50 of w h i c h have been spent i n the 
Service or in close contact w i t h i t . 

M r . W i l l i a m H . M i t c h e l l , D S M , 
who ret ired f rom the N a v y for the 
t h i r d t i m e in 1945, is the first n o n -
act ive m a n to be chosen " M a n of the 
M o n t h " . In C a l g a r y , where he is the 
recognized father of the reserve, he 
c ou ld w i n that d i s t inc t i on by a l a n d ­
slide vote a n y m o n t h . 

B o r n i n L i v e r p o o l , E n g l a n d , in 
1878, M r . M i t c h e l l got his first taste 
of the sea in a fishing t rawler a t the 
age of nine. H e was in the t rawler for a 
year, then went ashore for more 
school ing. I n F e b r u a r y , 1894, B o y 
Seaman (second class) M i t c h e l l a r ­
r ived at H M S ' ' Impregnab le ' ' for 
t r a i n i n g . 

H e got his seamanship t r a i n i n g in 
sa i l ing ships, the h a r d and prac t i ca l 
w a y . M r . M i t c h e l l recalls, w i t h o u t 
compla int , tha t breakfast general ly 
consisted of d r y bread and cocoa. 

" Y o u never saw but te r or m i l k 
unless y o u bought i t yourself . T h a t 
was h a r d to do on a spending a l l ow­
ance of sixpence a w e e k " . 

H e served in more t h a n a score of 
R N ships. T h e r e was the " R a m i l l i e s " , 
f lagship of the M e d i t e r r a n e a n fleet, 
in w h i c h he spent four years, and , 
a m o n g others, the " C r u i s e r " , " M a g ­
n i f i cent " , " V i c t o r i o u s " , " R e n o w n " , 
" H a n n i b a l " , " L e a n d e r " a n d " V i v i d " . 

H e recalls, w i t h a gr in , tha t the 
K i n g of Spa in began a w e d d i n g tour 
in the " R e n o w n " . T h e ship was 
h a r d l y out of port before the b i g 
green ones started ro l l ing her a n d 
soon the yards were smashed. A t H i s 
M a j e s t y ' s request the ship put i n at 
Brest a n d he cont inued his t our over ­
l a n d . 

I n 1909 P e t t y Officer M i t c h e l l 
served in the " V a n g u a r d " , the first 
al l -e lectr ic ship i n the R N — " a 
beaut i fu l s h i p " . I n 1914 C h i e f P e t t y 
Officer M i t c h e l l was draf ted to the 
destroyer H M S " S e a l " . T h e fo l lowing 
year the ship was damaged in a co l ­

l is ion off the Dogger B a n k . In 1917 he 
went back to sea again , th is t ime in 
the " L e o n i d a s " . I n 1919, after 24 
years ' service, he took his first d is ­
charge. H e decided to come to C a n a d a 

Photo by Harry Befus 
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for a three-year h o l i d a y and to v i s i t 
relat ives in C a l g a r y . 

I n 1923 the R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y 
opened a reserve d i v i s i o n in C a l g a r y 
a n d M r . M i t c h e l l s tarted a second 
n a v a l career, as a P e t t y Officer 
ins t ruc tor . 

T h e earliest classes were he ld in the 
back room of a rad io shop, where 
space and faci l i t ies were def inite ly 
l i m i t e d . M r . M i t c h e l l t ramped the 
streets in search of a suitable location 
a n d f inal ly made a deal for a n o ld 
police barracks . T h e n n a v a l t r a i n i n g 
real ly got under w a y . One of the first 
recruits in 1923 was a y o u n g fellow 
named J a c k s o n , now C a p t a i n R e g i ­
n a l d J a c k s o n O B E , V R D , R C N ( R ) , 
c o m m a n d i n g officer of H M C S " T e -
c u m s e h " . 

T h e y he ld two dr i l l s a week a n d h a d 
a sports program w h i c h kept up 
interest at other t imes . 1 n both 

ac t iv i t i es M r . M i t c h e l l was the key-
m a n . H i s sound n a v a l b a c k g r o u n d , 
understanding of d isc ip l ine , qual i t ies 
of leadership and love of sports, h a d a 
lot to do w i t h m a k i n g the i n l a n d bar ­
racks a h a p p y ship . 

" H e made me w o r k h a r d , harder 
probab ly than I ever w o r k e d before 
or s ince , " one veteran of those ear ly 
days r emarked , " b u t under ' M i t c h ' it 
was fun and we were m i g h t y p r o u d of 
the N a v y and of our d i v i s i o n " . 

In 1933 M r . M i t c h e l l was " r e t i r e d 
over age" . B u t his interest in the N a v y 
a n d the y o u n g men of C a l g a r y d i d not 
end. N o t the k i n d who is content to 
sit by the fire sp inn ing salt ) d ips , he 
took to i n s t r u c t i n g sea cadets. M a n y a 
youngster learned his bends a n d 
hitches under " M i t c h " and then p r o ­
gressed to the R C N V R , we l l prepared 
to take his place in the d i v i s i o n . It 
was an u n p a i d labor of love for the 
m a n w h o had twice been ret ired . 

W h e n the war came a n d n a v a l 
t r a i n i n g a n d recru i t ing expanded to an 
extent never dreamed of in C a l g a r y , 
i t was n a t u r a l tha t he shou ld be 
cal led back again . F r o m 1940 o n w a r d 
the d r i l l deck of the d i v i s i o n , now 
s i tuated in larger quarters , resounded 
to his c ommands , a n d hundreds of 
men learned to know, respect a n d l ike 
the s t o cky sea-dog who was t r a i n i n g 
them to take the ir places in C a n a d a ' s 
ships . 

A s the w a r progressed, there was 
h a r d l y a d a y that some officer or m a n 
d i d not r e t u r n to C a l g a r y on leave. 
I n v a r i a b l y they dropped in to say 
hel lo to " C h i e f " M i t c h e l l . H e a lways 
remembered a n d welcomed them. 

Some of the lads were inc l ined to be 
a b i t " s a l t y " . M o r e effective t h a n a l l 
the warnings a n d lectures they h a d 
received in other t r a i n i n g es tab l i sh­
ments and ships were the m i l d c o m ­
ments of their fr iend " M i t c h " , whose 
pride in the N a v y insisted the un i f o rm 
should be w o r n proper ly , tapes the 
r ight length and caps on square. 

In 1944 M r . M i t c h e l l was promoted 
f rom C h i e f P e t t y Officer to the w a r ­
rant r a n k of B o s ' n . E a r l y the f o l l owing 
year he saw the opening of the new, 
modern barracks — a far c r y f r o m the 
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room in the radio shop of 22 years 
before. T h e N a v y h a d come of age in 
C a l g a r y . 

I n 1945 he was again ret i red . Y e t he 
is s t i l l a round the ship on occasion, 
and s t i l l gives a h a n d w i t h the t r a i n i n g 
of the sea cadets. H e is a li fe member 
of the w a r d r o o m at " T e c u m s e h " . 

O n the street, as this g ray -ha i red , 
erect m a n w i t h the w a r m blue eyes 
w a l k s b r i s k l y about w i t h the u n ­
m i s t a k a b l e ro l l of the seaman, he is 
frequent ly greeted b y men w h o served 
under h i m . H e remembers them a l l , 
usual ly by name. 

A n d as he looks back over the years, 
he answers the quest ion , " W o u l d y o u 
do i t again ?" w i t h a broad smile a n d 
an i m m e d i a t e " C e r t a i n l y " . 

E D I T O R S ' N O T E : — The above was contri­
buted to The "Crowsnest" by Mr. Andrew 
Snaddon, ex-Sub.-Lieut., R C X V R , who is 
political reporter for the Calgary Herald. 

BENEVOLENT FUND 
DONATIONS IN 1949 

D o n a t i o n s to the C a n a d i a n N a v a l 
Service Benevo lent T r u s t F u n d d u r i n g 
1949 to ta l led $46,850.58. O f this 
a m o u n t , S40,795.45 was an old assign­
ment from H M C S " C o r n w a l l i s , " 
d a t i n g .back to 1945, so the ac tua l 
1949 donat ions tota l led $6,055.13. 

T h i s was a drop f rom 1948, when 
donat ions amounted to $7,068.17. 

H o w e v e r , there was tangible e v i ­
dence d u r i n g the past year of increas­
ing interest in the F u n d on the part of 

ships and establ ishments of the R C N 
and R C N (Reserve) . S izable d o n a ­
tions f rom a n u m b e r of these ind i ca ted 
a wider unders tand ing w i t h i n the 
Service of the F u n d ' s w o r k a n d 
purpose. 

Officers of the F u n d have expressed 

their g ra t i tude for these a n d other 
donat ions , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r m e n t i o n 
be ing made of those f rom the W o m e n ' s 
A u x i l i a r i e s i n H a l i f a x a n d E s q u i m a l t . 

T h e f o l l owing is an a c c u m u l a t i v e 
l i s t of donat ions to December 31 , 
1949: 

D O N A T I O N S 
Previously Acknowledged |1,0S6,250.93 
Canadian Breweries, Limited $ 200.00 
Lieut. D. R. Chassels, R C N 24.00 
Commercial Club of Halifax 66.75 
H M C S "Cornwallis" (1945) 40,795.45 
H M C S "Donnacona", Ship's Fund 100.00 
Capt. Massey Goolden, DSC, R N (Ret'd) 6.55 
H M C S " H a i d a " , Ship's Fund 225.00 
H M C S "Iroquois", Wardroom Mess 20.50 
H M C S "Magnificent", Ship's Fund 68 .00 
H M C S "Naden" , Ship's Fund 503.70 

Ship's Fund {for Navy Week Committee) 310.38 
New Entries Fund 14.00 
Wardroom Officers' Mess 125.00 

Naval Service Headquarters, Canteen 2,352.17 
N O A C Halifax Branch 10.22 
H M C S "Nootka" , Ship's Fund 360.00 
H M C S "Ontario" .22 Rifle and .38 Pistol Competitions 6.15 

Rifle Team 2.35 
R C N Central Charities Fund, Esquimalt 691.19 
R C N A S Officers' Mess 33.50 
R C N A S Ship's Fund 102.12 
Engr. Rear-Admiral G. L. Stephens, C B , C B E , R C N (Ret'd) 20.00 
Lieut. (E) R. St. G. Stephens, R C N 3.55 
Saint John Dry dock Foremen's Club 55.00 
U N T D Cadets' Ship Fund 15.00 
Cdr. (SB) E . F. B. Watt, M B E , RCN(R) 25.00 
Women's Auxiliary, R C N , Esquimalt 175.00 

Halifax 500.00 
W R C N S Association of Winnipeg 40.00 

46,850.58 

G R A N D T O T A L to December 31, 1949 $1,103,101.51 

The choir of H M C S "Cornwallis," under the direction of Cdr. P. D. Budge (extreme right), executive officer of the training establishment, 
is shown with the Acadian Male Quartet after taking part in the radio program, "Harmony Harbor," which is broadcast each Sunday over a nation­
wide C B C network. This was the first time guest artists had appeared on the program since it was started three years ago, (DB-835-1). 
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Unusual Jobs 

Mate Jot In Mukluks 
Navy's Northern Expert Studies 

Winter Clothing, Equipment 

IN m i d - N o v e m b e r 1945, a t T o r o n t o ' s 
H M C S " Y o r k , " seven y o u n g n a v a l 

officers earnest ly discussed a H e a d ­
quarters s ignal regarding a three-
m o n t h special assignment in the sub -
A r c t i c . T h e y knew that f rom their 
group wou ld come the m a n for the 
job a n d , w i t h one except ion, d i d n ' t 
know whether or not they l iked the 
idea. T h i s one officer had a v e r y 
definite s tand . H e wanted the a p p o i n t ­
m e n t — and q u i e t l y hoped that he 
wou ld d r a w i t . H o p e and personnel 
selection met, and S u b - L i e u t . James 
P . C r o a l , R C N V R , was the choice. 
T h e j o b : N a v a l observer on Exerc i se 
'' M uskox , ' ' the A r m y ' s ambi t i ous 
cold-weather t r a i n i n g project in the 
C a n a d i a n N o r t h . 

T o d a y , t a l l , s t r a p p i n g J i m C r o a l , a 
L i e u t . - C d r . (SB) in the permanent 
force and one of the N a v y ' s experts on 
northern condit ions , remembers this 
episode as the beg inn ing of a career 
that has been unique in the R C N . 
Since that d a y in 1945, 33-year-o ld 
L i e u t . - C d r . C r o a l has taken p a r t in 
three ma jor expedit ions in the n o r t h . 
H e has crossed the A r c t i c C i r c l e four 
times and has gone fur ther n o r t h 
than 80 degrees of la t i tude . H e has 
probab ly v i s i ted more of the A r c t i c 
area t h a n a n y other serv ing officer or 
m a n of the R C N . 

Because of his experience in a n d 
enthus iasm for the N o r t h , he was the 
logical choice last year for the a p p o i n t ­
ment as R C N representat ive in the 
Direc torate of Inter -Service D e v e l o p ­
ment . A m o n g his dut ies at D I D is the 
test ing of c l o th ing and equ ipment i n 
A r c t i c and s u b - A r c t i c condi t ions . 

L i e u t . - C d r . C r o a l was no novice to 
the w a y s of the nor th when he re ­
ported for d u t y w i t h " M u s k o x . " E v e r 
since high school days in his nat ive 
K i t c h e n e r , O n t a r i o , the C a n a d i a n 
north has fascinated and a t t rac ted 
h i m . F u r t h e r m o r e , he has an u n ­
shakable belief in its potent ia l i t ies . 

H e spent s u m m e r vacat ions w o r k i n g 
as a tour is t guide at F r e n c h R i v e r in 
N o r t h e r n O n tar io . L a t e r , when he 
graduated , he jo ined the Internat i ona l 
N i c k e l C o m p a n y at S u d b u r y , w i t h 
w h o m he worked in var ious capacit ies 
for eight years, 

H i s first three years there were 
spent in research, l earn ing the p r i n c i ­
ples of test ing and exper imentat ion . 
F r o m there he went in to produc t i on 
m i l l i n g , i n c l u d i n g open-p i t work . H e 
learned the use, operat ion a n d capa ­
bi l i t ies of machinery in the rigors of a 
northern winter . H e worked w i t h 
bul ldozers , rock dr i l l s , t rucks , pneu­
mat i c m a c h i n e r y . H e learned, too, 
the v i t a l impor tance of proper c l o t h ­
ing and equ ipment . 

H e got more of the same when he 
took to prospect ing a few years later. 
D u r i n g a l l this t ime he was ga in ing 
knowledge and experience w h i c h were 
later to prove inva luab le d u r i n g 
northern duties wi th the Defence 
Research B o a r d and the R C N . 

Joined on Lower Deck 

L i e u t . - C d r . C r o a l began his naval 
career in 1943, when he jo ined the 
R C N V R as an o rd inary seaman. H e 
was commissioned the next year , and 
fo l lowing sub- l ieutenant ' s t r a i n i n g at 
H M C S " K i n g s , " was appo inted to 
the destroyer " A n n a p o l i s , " later going 
to the frigate " O r k n e y . " W h e n V - J 

Lieut.-Cdr. (SB) J. P. Goal 

D a y came, he s tayed on as a member 
of the i n t e r i m force, serv ing a t H M C S 
" Y o r k . " I t was on ly a few months 
later that the o p p o r t u n i t y came t h a t 
opened the way to his unique career . 

Exerc ise " M u s k o x " began i n the 
winter of 1945 at C h u r c h i l l , M a n i t o b a , 
w o u n d as far n o r t h as D e n m a r k B a y 
on V i c t o r i a I s land a n d ended up at 
E d m o n t o n . T h e exercise lasted 12 
weeks and covered over 3,100 miles. 
L i e u t . - C d r . C r o a l was the on ly C a n ­
ad ian n a v a l officer o n the t r i p . H i s 
job was to test and observe c l o th ing 
and e q u i p m e n t used d u r i n g the oper­
a t i on . B u t it was not long before 
previous experience in the n o r t h 
c o u n t r y brought h i m other dut ies . 
H e became nav igator of his group , 
and later he undertook another i m ­
por tant task. 

A s ' ' M u s k o x ' ' s tarted its home­
w a r d trek, the spr ing break -up began 
to h i t the M a c k e n z i e R i v e r . Before 
the personnel and heavy equ ipment 
could cross, the r iver had to be 
bridged and rafted in several strategic 
places. In charge of this job — E x e r ­
cise " T a d p o l e " — was L i e u t . - C d r . 
C r o a l . 

W i t h a par ty of a r m y personnel, he 
reconnoitered the M a c k e n z i e by plane, 
p i n - p o i n t i n g the spots for the b r i d g ­
ings. T h e n , w i t h '' M uskox ' ' close 
benind , he a n d his advance p a r t y 
tack led the job , f in ishing i t jus t in 
t ime to permi t the vehicles to ro l l 
unhindered across the M a c k e n z i e 
t oward E d m o n t o n , where they a r r i v e d 
exact ly on schedule. 

" M u s k o x " produced some inter ­
est ing s idel ights for L i e u t . - C d r . C r o a l , 
most memorable of w h i c h was an 
emergency appendec tomy at w h i c h 
he was an assistant. D u r i n g a s top­
over at l i t t l e P e r r y R i v e r , a y o u n g 
E s k i m o in the v i l lage came d o w n w i t h 
acute appendic i t i s . T h e a r m y doctor 
a t tached to a " M uskox ' ' m o v i n g 
force decided an immedia te operat ion 
was necessary. H e cou ld arrange a 
make-shi f t operat ing room in a t r a p ­
per 's h u t b u t he had no assistants. 
L i e u t . - C d r . C r o a l a n d two a r m y men 
offered their help — b u t an operat ing 
room assistant is not tra ined over­
n ight . However , the resourceful doc­
tor found a w a y . 
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Same Guy 

F o r six so l id hours he briefed the 
volunteers , careful ly rehearsing each 
phase of the operat ion over and over 
aga in , a l l the whi le ca l l ing the i n s t r u ­
ments by l a y m a n t i t les . T h e scalpel 
was a kni fe , hemostats were c lamps , 
and sutures were needles and thread . 
T h e operat ion was a success, w i t h 
every one of the novices p l a y i n g his 
part perfect ly . T h e y o u n g E s k i m o was 
well on the road to recovery when the 
doctor and his " s ta f f " left the v i l lage . 

A Spell with DRB 
O n the conclusion of " M u s k o x , " 

L i e u t . - C d r . Croat was demobi l i zed 
from the i n t e r i m force a n d went to 
C h u r c h i l l as a c i v i l i a n on the staff of 
the Defence Research B o a r d , c a r r y i n g 
out exercises and tests i n the sur ­
round ing c o u n t r y . These inc luded 
s tudy of ice condi t ions , perma-frost , 
behavior of vehic les a n d test ing of 
c l o th ing and rat ions . D u r i n g his two 
years at the nor thern M a n i t o b a out ­
post, he was accompanied b y his wife 
a n d two c h i l d r e n , a l l northerners 
keen enough to r i v a l L i e u t . - C d r . 
C r o a l himself . 

In the summer of 1948 he was on 
the move again , this t ime as a C a n a ­
d i a n observer on a U S N a v y - C o a s t 
G u a r d expedi t ion to A r c t i c waters 
(Task Force 80) where he cont inued 
his ice and perma- frost studies. 

H e had one l i v e l y m e m o r y to b r i n g 
back this t ime . H e and 15 others 
became stranded on C o r n w a l l i s Is land 
when an unexpected ice b r e a k - u p cut 
them off f rom their ships. F o r t u n a t e l y , 
an A m e r i c a n a ircra f t touched d o w n a 
few days later , and the men were f lown 
to Goose B a y , f r o m where they re-
returned to their respective bases, 
L i e u t . - C d r . C r o a l going to C h u r c h i l l . 

W h i l e on the i s land , the group had 
a brush w i t h a p r o w l i n g polar bear 
who wandered into their h u t one 
night . T h e a n i m a l ' s reconnoiter ing 
was cut short when an A m e r i c a n 
sai lor brought h i m d o w n w i t h a we l l -
a imed rifle shot . T h e u n i n v i t e d guest 
is now a handsome rug — a n d a 
sure-fire conversat ion starter — in the 
sharpshooter 's home in the U . S . A . 

B a c k at C h u r c h i l l , L i e u t . - C d r . 
C r o a l resumed his test ing a n d exper i ­
m e n t a t i o n . T h e n in J u n e 1949 he 
entered the permanent force of the 
R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y a n d was ap ­
po inted to his present post in Inter -
Service Deve lopment , w i t h head­
quarters at V i c t o r i a I s land , O t t a w a . 

B u t he wasn ' t in O t t a w a more than 
a few months when he was n o r t h ­
ward bound again , this t ime on 
Exerc ise " F i s h " — a t w o - m a n expe­
d i t i o n a imed at test ing s u r v i v a l equ ip ­
ment in the lake-pocked area n o r t h of 
C h u r c h i l l . 

NO AC NEWS 

CAPTAIN J . M . G R A N T 
HEADS VICTORIA B R A N C H 

C a p t a i n J . M . G r a n t , C B E , R C N , 
( R e t ' d ) , was elected president of the 
V i c t o r i a branch of the N a v a l Officers' 
Assoc ia t i on of C a n a d a at the a n n u a l 
meet ing in the Officers' Mess , H M C S 
" N a d e n . " 

Other officers elected were : J . R . 
Genge, v i ce -pres ident ; C a p t a i n F . G . 
H a r t , R C N , ( R e t ' d ) , secretary ; P a u l 
Fec teau , treasurer ; and R e a r - A d m i r a l 
(E ) B . W . G r e a t h e d , C B , ( R e t ' d ) , 
A . M . C . K e n n i n g , H . S. M a c D o u g a f l , 
J . Pat terson a n d V . G . P i n h o r n , 
executive members . 

In add i t i on to the w o r k done by 
its welfare commit tee in ass ist ing ex-
nava l personnel , the Assoc ia t i on last 
year donated $300 to the N a v y League 
of C a n a d a ( V i c t o r i a branch) to be 
used for the " comfor t , welfare and 
enter ta inment of nava l personnel at 
Pr ince R o b e r t H o u s e . " 

S Y D N E Y E X - O F F I C E R S 
F O R M NOAC B R A N C H 

F o r m e r n a v a l officers l i v i n g in the 
S y d n e y , C a p e B r e t o n , area recently 
organized a branch of the N a v a l 
Officers Assoc ia t i on of C a n a d a . 
Several of t h e m prev ious ly had been 
out -o f -port members of the H a l i f a x 
b r a n c h , b u t i t was felt tha t they could 
be more useful a n d act ive w i t h a 
branch of the ir o w n . 

L i e u t . - C d r . C r o a l has never lost his 
enthus iasm for the n o r t h , in spite of 
the diff iculties and discomforts . A t 
40 a n d 50 below a m a n can freeze his 
lungs by g u l p i n g too m u c h air . 
O r d i n a r y rubber tires freeze a n d 
crack . F o o d rat ions freeze so l id . B u t 
he s t i l l l ikes i t . 

L i e u t . - C d r . C r o a l has often found 
occasion to be t h a n k f u l for his nava l 
t r a i n i n g . T h e type of c o m m u n a l l i v i n g 
he experienced on board sh ip was good 
preparat ion for the l i v i n g cond i t i ons 
he encountered i n huts , igloos and 
wannegans d u r i n g his nor thern jaunts . 
O t h e r t r a i n i n g , l ike knots a n d splices, 
has proved v a l u a b l e , too. 

L a s t m o n t h the R C N ' s nor thern 
expert headed in his favor i te d i re c t i on 
once aga in . H e was aboard H M C S 
" S t . S t e p h e n , " test ing co ld weather 
c l o th ing a n d other e q u i p m e n t in the 
N a v y ' s weather observat ion ship on 
S t a t i o n B a k e r , between G r e e n l a n d 
and L a b r a d o r . 

Oscar M e r c h a n t is president of the 
new branch , James F i n l a y vice pres i ­
dent , M i c h a e l F i e l d secretary, J a c k 
R a d f o r d c h a i r m a n of the house c o m ­
mittee , Robert M a c D o n a l d c h a i r m a n 
of the membership commit tee , and 
J a c k R e c t o r c h a i r m a n of the p u b l i ­
c i t y commit tee . 

T h e branch begins its operations 
w i t h 33 members . P l a n s for c lub 
rooms are now being invest igated . 
W i l l a r d M a c K e n z i e , past president of 
the H a l i f a x b r a n c h , assisted w i t h the 
organizat ion . 

H A L I F A X NOAC HEARS 
ADDRESS ON R C M P 

Ass i s tant C o m m i s s i o n e r R o b s o n 
A r m i t a g e , R C M P , who is an honorary-
member of the H a l i f a x B r a n c h , N a v a l 
Officers Assoc ia t i on of C a n a d a , was a 
special speaker at a recent meet ing , 
te l l ing the members someth ing of the 
scope of the w o r k done by his force. 

Ass i s tant C o m m i s s i o n e r A r m i t a g e , 
who has served w i t h the M o u n t i e s in 
every prov ince of C a n a d a , described 
a n u m b e r of unusual a n d exc i t ing 
cases d u r i n g the course of his address. 
R e a r - A d m i r a l E . R . M a i n g u y , F l a g 
Officer A t l a n t i c Coast , a n d C o m m a n ­
der F . W . T . L u c a s , his Ch ie f of Staff, 
were guests for the evening. 

A series of speakers w i l l address the 
b r a n c h on Wednesday evenings d u r i n g 
the next few months . 
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C O M M O D O R E EDWARDS 
WILL R E T I R E 

A career that came w i t h i n two 
years of cover ing the ent ire h i s tory 
of the R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y was 
concluded on F e b r u a r y 14, when 
C o m m o d o r e J o h n C . I . E d w a r d s , for 
the past three years C o m m o d o r e of 
the R C N B a r r a c k s a t E s q u i m a l t , 
proceeded on ret irement leave. 

H e has been succeeded in his 
E s q u i m a l t post by C o m m o d o r e G . R . 
M i l e s , f o rmer ly N a v a l Of f i cer - in -
Charge , M o n t r e a l A r e a . 

One of the most w i d e l y - k n o w n 
officers of the R C N , C o m m o d o r e 
E d w a r d s c o m m a n d e d throughout its 
war t ime commiss ion the huge t r a i n i n g 
establ ishment , H M C S " C o r n w a l l i s . " 
O t h e r appo intments w h i c h he held 
d u r i n g the w a r inc luded c o m m a n d of 
the a u x i l i a r y cruiser " P r i n c e H e n r y " 
a n d of H M C S " S t a d a c o n a , " the n a v a l 
barracks at H a l i f a x . 

C o m m o d o r e E d w a r d s , k n o w n to the 
Service as " D u t c h y , " also earned an 
outs tand ing reputat ion as an athlete . 
H e was at one t ime the fifth r a n k i n g 
tennis p layer in C a n a d a , and besides 
scoring n umerous t ournament v ictor ies 
in this c o u n t r y , extended his successes 
in this sport to the is land of M a l t a 
d u r i n g a period of service w i t h the 
B r i t i s h M e d i t e r r a n e a n F leet . H e also 
excelled at rugby , basketba l l , soccer, 
b a d m i n t o n and hockey . 

B o r n in L o n d o n d e r r y , N . S . , C o m ­
modore E d w a r d s entered the R o y a l 
Col lege of C a n a d a as a C a d e t in 1912. 
H e went overseas after g raduat i on 
and served throughout most of the 
F i r s t W o r l d W a r in B r i t i s h cruisers 
and destroyers, a n d , for a t ime, in 
the famous " Q " ships. 

In the years between the wars he 
held a number of appo intments , 
bo th afloat and ashore, his sea service 
inc lud ing c o m m a n d of the minesweeper 
" F e s t u b e r t " a n d the destroyer " C h a m -
p l a i n . " H e quali f ied as a P h y s i c a l a n d 
Recreat iona l T r a i n i n g Officer a n d 
served in the B r i t i s h batt leships 
" V a l i a n t " and " M a l a y a " as Fleet 
Recreat iona l T r a i n i n g Officer, 

E x e c u t i v e o f f i c e r o f H M C S 
" N a d e n , " at E s q u i m a l t , at the out ­
break of the Second W o r l d W a r . he 
was appointed c o m m a n d i n g officer of 
" S t a d a c o n a " late in 1939. 

T w o years later he took c o m m a n d 
of the " P r i n c e H e n r y , " a n d in her 
carr ied out c onvoy and patro l duties 
i n ' the C a r i b b e a n , the A t l a n t i c and 
the A l e u t i a n area . W h e n " C o r n w a l l i s " 
was opened in J a n u a r y 1943, he 
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assumed c o m m a n d , r e m a i n i n g in this 
post u n t i l the establ ishment pa id off 
ear ly in 1946. H e then took up the 
a p p o i n t m e n t of C o m m o d o r e of the 
R C N B a r r a c k s at E s q u i m a l t . 

In recognit ion of his w o r k in the 
organizat ion a n d operat ion of " C o r n ­
w a l l i s , " C o m m o d o r e E d w a r d s was 
appo inted C o m m a n d e r of the M o s t 
E x c e l l e n t O r d e r of the B r i t i s h E m p i r e 
in J u n e , 1946. 

C O M M U N I C A T O R S ' C O U R S E 

T h e fo l lowing men recently c o m ­
pleted a course for shore c o m m u n i ­
cators in the R C N : L e a d i n g Seamen 
T . D o d d s and J . D . H y s l o p ; A b l e 
Seamen J . C o u t u , M . M . R y d e r 
a n d J . M c L a r t y , a n d O r d i n a r y Sea­
men F . M . W a t t s , E . S. B i a l y a n d 
E - Greenf ie ld . 

NEW APPOINTMENTS 
A R E ANNOUNCED 

T h e fo l lowing appo intments of 
R C N officers have been announced 
recent ly : 

L i e u t . - C d r . P . C . Benson to 
" S i o u x " as E x e c u t i v e Officer. F r o m 
" O n t a r i o . " 

L i e u t . - C d r . J . C . S m y t h to " N i o b e " 
as C h i e f Staff Officer. F r o m staff 
course. 

L i e u t . W. W . M a c c o l l to " N e w 
L i s k e a r d " in c o m m a n d . F r o m " P o r t ­
age" as C o m m a n d i n g Officer. 

L i e u t . E . P . E a r n s h a w to " P o r t ­
age" in c o m m a n d . F r o m H e a d q u a r ­
ters. 

L i e u t . (C) M . O . Jones to C o v e r -
dale N a v a l R a d i o S t a t i o n in c o m ­
m a n d . F r o m " S t a d a c o n a . " 

L i e u t . (C) W . F . P o t t e r to A l b r o 
L a k e N a v a l R a d i o S t a t i o n as Officer-
i n - C h a r g e . F r o m " S t a d a c o n a . " 

L i e u t . (E ) R . S. G . Stephens to 
" H u r o n " as Eng ineer Officer. F r o m 
" M a g n i f i c e n t . " 

M r . H . F . H i n d i e , C o m m i s s i o n e d 
Eng ineer , to " P o r t a g e " as Engineer 
Officer. F r o m " S t a d a c o n a . " 

M r . J . N . W a l k e y , C o m ' d . E n g ' r . , 
to " N e w L i s k e a r d " as Engineer 
officer. F r o m " P o r t a g e . " 

C d r . (L ) J o h n Deane to " S t a d a ­
c o n a " as C o m m a n d E l e c t r i c a l Officer 
a n d O . - i - C . E l e c t r i c a l Schoo l . F o r ­
m e r l y E l e c t r i c a l Officer, " O n t a r i o . " 

C d r . ( L ) H . G . B u r c h e l l to " M a g ­
n i f i c ent " as E l e c t r i c a l Officer. F o r ­
mer ly A t l a n t i c C o m m a n d E l e c t r i c a l 
Officer a n d O . - i - C . E l e c t r i c a l Schoo l . 

C d r . (L ) F . T . G i l l e sp ie to H e a d ­
quarters as D e p u t y E l e c t r i c a l 
E n g i n e e r - i n - C h i e f . F o r m e r l y E l e c ­
t r i c a l officer, " M a g n i f i c e n t . " 

C d r . (L ) H . L . C r a w f o r d to " N a d e n " 
as P r i n c i p a l Overseer W e s t Coast . 
F o r m e r l y D e p u t y E . E . - i n - C . 

L i e u t . - C d r . ( L ) S. H . G a l l o w a y , 
" O n t a r i o " as E l e c t r i c a l Officer. 

C o n s t r u c t o r C d r . F r a n k Freeborn 
to " B y t o w n " as P r i n c i p a l Overseer at 
C a n a d i a n V i c k e r s L t d . for M o n t r e a l 
d i s t r i c t . 

Ordnance C d r . E . H . Russe l l to 
" O n t a r i o " as Ordnance Officer. F r o m 
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Members of the first Chief and Petty Officers' Leadership course, held in H M C S "Corn­
wallis," are shown above. Front row, left to right: PO R. L. Johnson (instructor), C P O L . W. 
Cooper, C P O H . L. Pare, CPO G. B. Thompson, Instr. Lieut.-Cdr. E . C. Mahon (instr.); 
Lieut.-Cdr. J . C. O'Brien, Officer-in-charge; Lieut. (S) A. F . Reade (instr.), C P O A. W. Hood, 
C P O M . Durnford, C P O C. G. Preece, CPO C. C. Hancock (instr.). Centre row: C P O R. W. Few, 
PO E . M . Dauncey, PO J . C. Lewis, C P O S. W. Baird, CPO L. D. King, CPO T . Davis, PO S. L . 
Bungay, CPO M . J. Mason. Rear row: PO A. I. Last, CPO R. K. Parry, PO M . A. Lumley, 
C P O J. A. Wildwood, CPO C. T . Freeman, PO V. A. Rainer, C P O F. H . Purnell, PO F . K . 
Busch, PO R. J . Johnson. (DB-838-1), 

staff of N a v a l M e m b e r of C a n a d i a n 
J o i n t Staff, W a s h i n g t o n . 

O r d . C d r . G . B . M a c L e o d to 
" S t a d a c o n a " as C o m m a n d Ordnance 
Officer a n d Super intendent of the 
N a v a l A r m a m e n t D e p o t . 

O r d . C d r . H . M . W a l k e r to " N a d e n " 
as C o m m a n d Ordnance Officer, Off i -
c e r - in -Charge Ordnance School a n d 
Senior M i n e Disposa l Officer. F o r ­
mer ly O . - i - C . Ordnance T r a i n i n g 
C e n t r e , " S t a d a c o n a . " 

O r d . L i e u t . G . D . Spergel to 
" S t a d a c o n a " as O . - i - C . Ordnance 
T r a i n i n g Cent re a n d Senior M i n e 
Disposa l Officer. 

O r d . L i e u t . - C d r . J . F . Cosgrove to 
W a s h i n g t o n as Staff Officer Ordnance 
on staff of N M C S . F r o m " O n t a r i o " as 
Ordnance Officer. 

F O U R CPOs P R O M O T E D 
T O COMMISSIONED R A N K 
F o l l o w i n g the successful complet ion 

of an 11-week course in the E l e c t r i c a l 
School at H a l i f a x , four chief p e t t y 
officers (radio technic ian) have been 
promoted to the r a n k of a c t ing com­
missioned radio officer, R C N . 

T h e four are N o r m a n G . F o r d , 
Sherbrooke , P . Q . ; F . O . H i m s l , Moose 
J a w , S a s k . ; E d w a r d R . H a r p e r , V i c ­
t o r i a , and D o n a l d G . A n d e r s o n , 
E s q u i m a l t . 

T h e course consisted of advanced 
s t u d y in the fields of ship a n d a i r ­
borne radio and electronics. 

The caption which accompanied this 
photograph read: "Taken aboard 'Magnifi­
cent' — a true picture of what a police staff 
should look like." The bearded gentry above 
are all members of the Regulating Branch of 
the RCN" and all were serving in the carrier 
when she made her maiden voyage to Canada 
in June 1948. From left to right they are: 
PO Percy T . Banning and C P O Clifford E . 
McNaught, both now serving in "Shear­
water," and Petty Officers Roland R. Mercure 
and Walter T . Lockheart, of "Stadacona." 

PERSONNEL C H A N G E S 
ON WEST COAST 

TAS Training Centre 

Severa l staff changes have t a k e n 
place in recent weeks at the T o r p e d o 
A n t i - S u b m a r i n e T r a i n i n g Centre , 
E s q u i m a l t . 

L i e u t . W . S. B l a n d y has jo ined f rom 
H a l i f a x as tact ics officer. C P O R . 
M u n r o and C P O W . Fern ie are n o w 
on the ins t ruc t i ona l staff after c o m ­
p le t ing an ins t ruc tors ' course at 
H a l i f a x . 

C P O B . J . (Buster ) B r o w n a n d 
P O A . Tasse l l commiss ioned H M C S 
" S i o u x ; " P O D e n n y M a n n is now a 
crew member of the " C a y u g a ; " P O 
C . Scot t re l ieved P O F r a n k A n d r e w s 
at H M C S " D i s c o v e r y " a n d the lat ter 
is now i n the cruiser " O n t a r i o . " 

HMCS "Antigonish" 

Recent drafts from H M C S " A n t i ­
g o n i s h " have t a k e n P O J . M i l n e to 
" C o r n w a l l i s " for the leadership course, 
L e a d i n g Seamen A . M a t t i n g l e y and 
B . A . Pope t o " S t a d a c o n a , " L d g . Sea. 
G . L a f o r m e a n d A B L . Ne i f e r to 
" N a d e n " a n d A B s D . A n d r o w s k i and 
J . A . D y s o n to " R o c k c l i f f e . " 

A m o n g other new a r r i v a l s in the 
ship have been A B J . R . Szos tak f rom 
R o y a l Roads a n d O r d . Sea. J . H . 
B a n k s f rom " N a d e n . " 

HMCS "Cayuga" 

L d g . Sea. B . L a l o n d e has gone 
ashore f r o m the " C a y u g a " for a 
stretch of d u t y i n the C e n t r a l V i c t u ­
a l l i n g Depot , wh i l e L d g . Sea. J . 
S m i t h has been draf ted to " S t a d a ­
c o n a . " N e w members of the ship 's 

c o m p a n y inc lude A b l e Seamen B . 
B o w e r b a n k a n d A . W a t t s and O r d . 
Sea. D . C a t h c a r t . 

HMCS "Cedarwood" 

P e t t y Officer M a j o r Z u l i a n i , of 
F o r t W i l l i a m , is a new a r r i v a l on 
board the " C e d a r w o o d , " where he is 
ga in ing the experience necessary to 
acquire an engineroom watchkeep ing 
certi f icate. P O Z u l i a n i served d u r i n g 
the w a r in I t a l y and E n g l a n d as an 
interpreter . 

NEW F A C E S SEEN 
A T RADIO STATIONS 

A n u m b e r of changes have taken 
place recently in the personnel of the 
n a v a l rad io stat ions at Gloucester , 
O n t a r i o , a n d Coverda le , N . B . A m o n g 
the new arr iva l s at Gloucester have 
been L d g . Sea. H e c t o r A r c h i b a l d , 
f rom " S c o t i a n ; " A B James Bashey , 
f rom " S t a d a c o n a ; " A B A r t h u r 
Rober ts , f rom " P o r t a g e , " and A B 
Jules C o r b i n , f rom " L a H u l l o i s e . " 

L e a d i n g Seamen J o h n H y s l o p a n d 
T h o m a s D o d d s a n d A B J o h n M c L a r t y 
have been transferred f r o m Gloucester 
to Coverda le , whi le C P O G . W . 
M a c N e i l has left the former to take a 
course in the C o m m u n i c a t i o n School 
at " S t a d a c o n a . " 

12 O R D I N A R Y S E A M E N 
Q U A L I F Y AS RPs 

T h e f ol l o w i n g 12 men recen t l y 
completed a 14-week course for R a d a r 
Plot ters t h i r d class a t the N a v i g a t i o n 
D i r e c t i o n Schoo l , H M C S " S t a d a ­
c o n a , " H a l i f a x : O r d i n a r y Seamen 
G o r d o n M u n r o , Y a r m o u t h , N . S . ; 
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Naval personnel and civilians employed by the Naval Service at H M C S "Shearwater" 
donated a total of 114 pints of blood to a Red Cross clinic held at the R C N Air Station January 
11. Here, Ord. Sea. Charles Collins, of Toronto, has his donation taken by Red Cross Worker 
Miss Catherine Kahoe. (DNS-2286). 

D o n a l d Doncaster , O x f o r d , N . S . ; E . L . 
W i s k e r , O t t a w a ; B a s i l H a l l i d a y , D e l t a , 
O n t a r i o ; E d m o n d P e c a r s k i , B a r r y ' s 
B a y , O n t a r i o ; W i l l i a m G o d w i n , K i n g ­
ston ; R o b e r t T r o t t e r , M o n t r e a l ; James 
M a i t l a n d , O t t a w a ; A l e x Donach ie , 
Sussex, N . B . ; R o y R i c e , K i t c h e n e r , 
O n t a r i o ; N o r m a n D u g a l , W i n d s o r , 
O n t a r i o , and N o r m a n L e w i s , T o r o n t o . 

P E T T Y OFFICER P R O M O T E D 
T O A / S U B - L I E U T . 

P e t t y Officer J o h n M . R e i d , 24, of 
N o r t h B a y , O n t a r i o , has been pro ­
moted to the r a n k of A c t i n g S u b -
L i e u t e n a n t , f o l lowing the successful 
c omple t i on of the upper y a r d m e n ' s 
course at H M S " H a w k e . " 

S u b - L i e u t . R e i d jo ined the R C N V R 
as an o r d i n a r y seaman in A p r i l 1943 
a n d fo l lowing early t r a i n i n g served 
as a D E M S gunner in merchant ships. 
H e transferred to the permanent force 
in December 1945 and subsequent ly 
served ashore on b o t h coasts a n d at 
sea i n the " U g a n d a " a n d " N o o t k a . " 

H e was recommended as an officer 
candidate a n d in 1949 at tended the 
upper yardmen ' s course for men 
selected f rom the " l ower d e c k " for 
commissioned rank . 

cR§tvrements 

Chief Petty Officer Harry R. Bonthron 

Rating: C1CV3 
Age: 38 
Address: 62 Macara St., Halifax. 
Joned: March 1929, as a Boy Seaman. 

1 Served in: H M S 
" V i c t o r y , " " N e 1 -
son;" H M C S "Stada­
cona," "Champlain," 
" S a g u e n a y , " " S t . 
Laurent, " "Venture, " 
" B y t o w n , " " A v a -
lon," "Kings , " "St . 
H y a c i n t h e," 
" H a i d a , " "Uganda," 
"Portage." 
Awards: Long Ser­
vice and Good Con­
duct Medal, January 
1944. 

Retired: February 28, 1950. 

Chief Petty Officer Wil l iam Thomas Kelly 

Rating: C2CV3 
Age: 37 
Address: 21 Myrtle Place, Halifax. 
Joined: January 1930, as a Boy Seaman. 
Served in: H M S "Victory," "Nelson," "Fer­

ret;" H M C S "Stadacona," "Sague-
nay," "Champlain," "St. Laurent,' 
"Skeena," "Gaspe," "Fraser,' 
"Ottawa," "Bytown," "Venture,' 
"Avalon, " "Preserver," "Niobe,' 
" P e r e g r i n e , " "St . Hyacinthe , ' 
"Carleton," "Scotian," "Warrior,' 
"Magnificent," " S h e a r w a t e r , ' 
"Star, " "Prevost." 

Retired: February 7, 1950. 

SHIPMATES HONOR L A T E 
L I E U T . - C D R . W. R. AYLWIN 

L i e u t . - C d r . W i l l i a m R o d n e y 
A y l w i n , R C N ( R ) , 42, staff officer of 
H M C S " H u n t e r , " who died suddenly 
at his home in W i n d s o r J a n u a r y 12, 
was bur i ed w i t h fu l l nava l honors in 
the F i e l d of H o n o r , W i n d s o r G r o v e 
cemetery, on J a n u a r y 16. 

M o r e than 150 members of 
" H u n t e r ' s " ship 's c o m p a n y attended 
the service. A f i r ing p a r t y , guard , 
escort, mourners ' p a r t y a n d band 
marched i n the funeral cortege. C a p ­
t a i n H . L . Q u i n n , D i r e c t o r of N a v a l 
Reserves, and members of his staff, 
who were in W i n d s o r for the a n n u a l 
inspect ion of " H u n t e r , " marched in 
the mourners ' p a r t y . Representat ives 
of reserve a r m y units in the area also 
at tended . 

L i e u t . - C d r . A y l w i n had been staff 
officer at " H u n t e r " since A p r i l 1949. 
P r i o r to that he had been for two 
vears staff officer at H M C S ' ' S c o t i a n , ' ' 
H a l i f a x . 

L i e u t . - C d r . A y l w i n entered the 
R C N V R ear ly in 1942 and after 
t ra in ing at " K i n g s " was appo inted 
to the corvette " S a s k a t o o n . " H e left 
her a year later a n d went to the 
t ra in ing destroyer " B u x t o n , " at 
C o r n w a l l i s . T h e fo l lowing spr ing he 
was appo inted executive officer of the 
new corvette , " S t . L a m b e r t , " re­
m a i n i n g in her u n t i l the end of the 
war in E u r o p e . 

I n A u g u s t 1945 he took c o m m a n d 
of the minesweeper " M e d i c i n e H a t . " 
A f t e r p a y i n g her off, he went to 
H M C S " P o r t a g e " as c o m m a n d i n g 
officer. H e left this ship i n F e b r u a r y 
1946 and after brief spells at H e a d ­
quarters a n d in the N a v a l D i v i s i o n 
at H a l i f a x , spent seven months at 
O t t a w a as Staff Officer Reserves and 
R e c r u i t i n g . H e was appo inted to 
" S c o t i a n " in A p r i l 1947 a n d two 
vears later went to H M C S " H u n t e r . " 

Naval Fireboat Thanked 
An expression of appreciation for the 

assistance given by a naval fireboat 
from H M C Dockyard in fighting a 
wharf fire on Christmas Eve was voiced 
by Fire Chief F. C. MacGillivray, of 
Halifax, to the Halifax Safety Com­
mittee January 6. 

Fire Chief MacGillivray stated that 
the fireboat's assistance in furnishing 
men, equipment and water greatly 
facilitated the work of the city firemen. 

The only fireboats in Halifax harbor 
are the two operated by the R C X . 
On several occasions they have assisted 
in fighting waterfront fires in both 
Halifax and Dartmouth. 
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PACIFIC COAST 
T h e one topic on every tongue 

d u r i n g J a n u a r y was the weather as 
usual ly m i l d V i c t o r i a experienced 
w i n t r y gales and snowstorms that 
seemed to come stra ight from the 
A r c t i c . H o w e v e r , the weather had 
l i t t l e effect on the N a v y . Business 
went on as usual at " N a d e n , " the 
ships cleared themselves of snow, and 
the d o c k y a r d , and p a r t i c u l a r l y M o t o r 
Transport , whi le suffering some i n ­

convenience, cont inued operations 
w i t h on ly a m i n i m u m of absenteeism 
and loss of efficiency. 

F o r t y - f o u r U S N a v y W a v e s and ten 
women members of the U S M a r i n e 
C o r p s Reserve were overnight guests 
in V i c t o r i a recently . T h e y a r r i v e d 
aboard the U S S " G r a d y , " a destroyer 
escort, and as soon as the ship had 
secured alongside at H M C S " N a d e n . " 
boarded buses a n d were taken to a 
local hotel for their overnight stay. 

A l s o on board the " G r a d y " were 
C a p t a i n G . F . G a l p i n , U S N , D i re c to r 
of N a v a l Reserves for the 13th N a v a l 
D i s t r i c t , Seatt le , and C d r . M . N . 
C h a m b e r l a i n , U S N R , B a t t a l i o n C o m ­
mander and Senior Reserve Officer of 
the 15 officers a n d 150 men of the U S 
N a v a l Reserve t a k i n g t r a i n i n g in the 
ship . 

C d r . C h a m b e r l a i n noted that 
" G r a d y " was a class of ant i - submar ine 
vessel designed from the basic plans 
of the R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y ' s 
corvettes. 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t for the W a v e s and 
the officers and men of the " G r a d y " 
was arranged b y members of the J i l l 
T a r s Assoc iat ion , whi le the N a v y D a t e 
C l u b , w h i c h is sponsored by the J i l l 
T a r s , arranged partners for the 
A m e r i c a n men a n d women. A dance 
at Pr ince R o b e r t House was the 
highlight of the evening. 

Army personnel who took passage from Vancouver in H M C S "Cayuga" are shown dis­
embarking at Esquimalt to participate in "Operation Brass Monkey." On the' extreme right 
is "Cayuga's" commanding officer, Captain M . A. Medland, the only skipper to take a ship out 
of Victoria harbor during the gale that struck the B.C. coast on the weekend of January 14. 

HMCS "Cayuga" 

Shades of the N o r t h A t l a n t i c con­
voys descended on the ' ' C a y u g a " 
recently when she made a r u n f rom 
E s q u i m a l t to V a n c o u v e r at the height 
of one of the worst b l i zzards in the 
h i s tory of the W e s t C o a s t . 

T h e destroyer was the on ly ship to 
p u t out of V a n c o u v e r Is land d u r i n g 
the gale a n d , in a d d i t i o n , since i t was 
F r i d a y the 13th as wel l (many s k i p ­
pers w i l l not sai l a ship on a F r i d a y , 
let alone on F r i d a y the 13th) the crew 
felt more than a wee b i t p r o u d as thev 
entered V a n c o u v e r harbor w i t h a two 
inch coat ing of salt water ice cover ing 
the ship f rom stem to s tern . 

A r m y personnel , t a k i n g passage 
from V a n c o u v e r to V i c t o r i a the next 
d a y to part i c ipate in " O p e r a t i o n 
Brass M o n k e y , " were extremely 
interested in the operat ion of the 
sh ip , and more especial ly when a 
five-charge pat tern of dep th charges 
was fired. 

M a n y wondered if the fr ig id 
weather had a n y t h i n g to do w i t h the 
n a m i n g of the A r m y manoeuvre . A s 
quoted b y the V i c t o r i a D a i l y C o l o n i s t , 
one A r m y officer was overheard to say, 
" W e were not: l ike the proverb ia l 
brass m o n k e y , he on ly froze his ears . " 

TAS Training Centre 

T h r e e new T D 3 classes are now 
t a k i n g ins t ruc t i on at the centre, 
b r i n g i n g to five the n u m b e r of groups 
under t r a i n i n g . 

M r. L e n C o r b e t t , Commiss i oned 
B o s ' n ( T A S ) ( T ) , the tr ia ls a n d 
equ ipment officer, w o r k e d v igorous lv 
and successfully to get his department 
in H M C S " S i o u x " ready in t ime for 
the ship 's commiss ion ing . 

T h e T A S T C v o l l e y b a l l team has 
been los ing some close games. D e ­
termined to get back in the w i n n i n g 
c o l u m n , the C e n t r e gives fair w a r n i n g 
to a l l future opponents to expect 
a n y t h i n g but a "soft t o u c h " f rom 
now on . 

HMCS "Antigonish" 
A f t e r 12 months of steady r u n n i n g 

a n d c over ing a distance a lmost e q u i v a ­
lent to a c i r c u i t of the w o r l d (23,552.8 
miles, to be exact) the " A n t i g o n i s h " 
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in J a n u a r y underwent a needed refit 
and enjoyed a we l l earned respite f rom 
sea d u t y . N o w b a c k on the j ob , she 
is a l l set to better 1949's record . 

T h e year was a f u l l a n d pleasant 
one. T h e ship 's c o m p a n y feels t h a t the 
t o t a l of 218 days spent a t sea a n d 
a w a y f rom the ir home por t is poss ib ly 
a record for the year . ( A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
60 per cent of 1949 at sea). 

T h e best wishes of the ship 's c o m ­
p a n y fo l low L i e u t . A . F . R o w l a n d to 
his new a p p o i n t m e n t as executive 
officer of H M C S " P o r t a g e " on the 
east coast. 

HMCS "Cedarwood" 
Scient i f i c equ ipment a n d personnel , 

headed b y M r . R o b i n F j a r l i e of the 
Pac i f i c Oceanographic G r o u p , e m ­
b a r k e d in the " C e d a r w o o d " ear ly i n 
J a n u a r y a n d the ship proceeded to 
the G u l f of G e o r g i a for a survey . 
W e a t h e r condit ions became unsu i t ­
able for research w o r k a n d so, on 
F r i d a y the 13th, " C e d a r w o o d " p u t in 
at N a n a i m o . 

L e a v i n g N a n a i m o , the ship c o m ­
pleted her survey , regardless of ice, 
snow a n d d r i f t w o o d (which was 
p lent i fu l , ow ing to the h igh spr ing 
tides) a n d returned to E s q u i m a l t . 

N e a r the end of J a n u a r y the ship 
began another survey , r e turn ing to 
E s q u i m a l t in m i d - F e b r u a r y . 

ATLANTIC COAST 

HMCS "Magnificent" 
T h e hangar deck of the aircraft 

carr ier , a ided and abet ted b y the 
ship 's c ompany , proved its v e r s a t i l i t y 
d u r i n g the la t ter par t of December . 
N o r m a l l y used for the storage of a i r ­
cra f t and equipment , the huge space 
became, successively, a c a r n i v a l m i d ­
w a y for the C h i l d r e n ' s C h r i s t m a s 
P a r t y , a full - f ledged theatre for a 
performance of the R C N V a r i e t y 
Show, a n d a gai ly -decorated ba l l r oom. 

A b o u t 1,600 guests thronged the 
hangar for the lat ter affair, to w h i c h 
were i n v i t e d the entire ship 's c o m p a n y 
of the carr ier , the F l a g Officer A t l a n t i c 
Coast , c o m m a n d i n g officers of ships 
a n d establ ishments of the A t l a n t i c 
C o m m a n d , personnel of the 18th and 
19th C a r r i e r A i r G r o u p s and a l l those 
who h a d served i n the " M a g n i f i c e n t " 
and h a d left the ship d u r i n g the pre­
v ious three months . 

T h e commit tee w h i c h organized and 
managed the dance was composed of 
C h a p l a i n H a r r y R . P i k e , L i e u t . (P) 

R . S. P o r t c h m o u t h , C o m m i s s i o n e d 
B o s ' n James A r n o t t , C P O L i o n e l A . 
G r i s d a l e , C P O R o y E . W e a v e r , P O 
H a r r y J . C a n n o n , P O Char l es F . 
W r i g h t , P O B r u c e C o r m a c k , L d g . 
Sea. A r c h i b a l d M c A r t h u r , A B J o h n 
J . N a y l o r , A B F r a n c i s T u c k e r a n d 
A B L l o y d E . Z w i c k e r . 

Reserve Fleet 
H M C S " H a i d a " (Texas class de­

stroyer) is now depot ship of Reserve 
Fleet in H a l i f a x . She replaced the 
frigate " L a H u l l o i s e , " w h i c h p a i d off 
o n F r i d a y , J a n u a r y 13. 

" I r o q u o i s " is now b lock sh ip for 
the Reserve F lee t and its complement 
of 36 officers a n d 500 m e n . 

W i t h a l l the drafts , commiss ionings 
and pay ings off that have taken place, 
the executive officer est imates traffic 
i n the past six months at more t h a n 
2,500 officers a n d m e n . 

" H u r o n ' s " convers ion was c o m ­
pleted a n d the destroyer was c o m ­
missioned in F e b r u a r y . So was the 
A l g e r i n e " N e w L i s k e a r d , " w h i c h has 
had considerable face - l i f t ing for her 
n a v a l research w o r k at sea. " P o r t a g e , " 
a sister ship , entered Reserve Fleet 
at the end of J a n u a r y to be ref itted 
in preparat ion for her summer ass ign­
ment on the G r e a t L a k e s . 

Other ships i n the Reserve Fleet 
inc lude the destroyer " N o o t k a , ' ' 
minesweepers " D i g b y " a n d " G r a n b y " 
and the A lger ine " W a l l a c e b u r g . " I t is 
hoped t h a t e v e n t u a l l y the Reserve 
Fleet w i l l be able to use the " W a l l a c e ­
b u r g " for week-end cruises, t a k i n g 
one-quarter of the ship 's c o m p a n y 
out each t ime . 

T h e F lee t in A p r i l loses the talents 
of its excellent " B u f f e r , " P e t t y Officer 
S tan ley K i n g ( M a n of the M o n t h , 
" C r o w s n e s t , " N o v e m b e r , 1949), who 
is going to W h a l e I s land for a G u n n e r y 
Ins truc tor course. A great m a n y other 
" o l d t i m e r s " i n the fleet have left 
l a te ly to take courses q u a l i f y i n g t h e m 
for advancement . 

Communication School 
Courses at present under w a y in the 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n Schoo l inc lude one 
for commissioned c o m m u n i c a t i o n offi­
cers, a conversion course for pe t ty 
officers a n d nine classes of o r d i n a r y 
seamen q u a l i f y i n g for the ir c o m ­
munica tor rate. I n a l l , 180 men are 
current ly under i n s t r u c t i o n i n t h e 
school . 

Those t a k i n g the course for com­
missioned r a n k are C P O s A l b e r t E . 
Sh i r l ey , George M i l n e a n d H e r b e r t 
C . C l a r k , V i c t o r i a , a n d D o n a l d 
M c G e e , H a l i f a x , a n d P O s J o h n W . 
Jewers, H a l i f a x , a n d Char les J . Scot t , 
V i c t o r i a . — G.C.G. 

A black-and-white mongrel dog had reason to be thankful for the Navy recently 
when he was hauled from the icy waters of Esquimalt Harbor by two crew members 
of H M C S "Cayuga" . 

The dog, which apparently had fallen from the jetty, was sighted by the two men 
as they were about to board their ship one morning. Chief Petty Officer V. (Red) 
Krulicki ran to the end of the jetty and called to the dog. When the animal came close 
enough, CPO Krulicki reached down and hoisted him from the water. Then he and 
Petty Officer Jack Rogers took the dog aboard the "Cayuga" , wrapped him in a 
duffel coat and fed and made him comfortable. Later the local S P C A was notified 
and "Spotty" was taken away. 

Above, PO Rogers, left, and C P O Krulicki check to see how the animal is getting 
along after his icy immersion. (E-10723). 
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HMCS "St. Stephen" 

A f a m i l i a r face h a d disappeared 
f rom the engine room of the weather 
sh ip . L i e u t . (E ) M . S. M o u l t o n has 
gone to the " M a g n i f i c e n t " and has 
been succeeded by C o m m i s s i o n e d 
Eng ineer E d w a r d B u r n e t t . George 
H a r r i s , c i v i l i a n meteorological officer 
of the D e p a r t m e n t of T r a n s p o r t also 
has gone, his place as M e t Observer in 
charge be ing taken by H . M . (T i t ch ) 
M c P h a i l . M r . H a r r i s had been w i t h 
the sh ip for more t h a n two years as 
senior met . officer. 

Navigation Direction School 
A t o ta l of 79 men are at present 

under t r a i n i n g at the N D school . 
One R a d a r P l o t class recent ly g r a d u ­
a ted a n d under i n s t r u c t i o n c u r r e n t l y 
are t w o R P 3 classes, one R P 2 class 
a n d one of R P l s . T h e R P 3 classes now 
under w a y b r i n g to 24 the n u m b e r 
t a k e n in h a n d by the school since the 
14-week course was inaugura ted i n 
1946. — G. C. G. 

NAVAL DIVISIONS 

HMCS "Queen Charlotte" 
(Charlottetown) 

I t has been decided to establish a 
N a v a l R i f l e Assoc ia t i on at the D i v i ­
s ion. T h e group w i l l be affi l iated w i t h 
the P r o v i n c i a l Ri f le Assoc ia t i on , and 
if a t eam is sent to O t t a w a to compete 
in the D o m i n i o n of C a n a d a Ri f le 
Assoc ia t ion meet, af f i l iat ion w i t h the 
D C R A also w i l l be sought . 

T h e fo l lowing officers were elected: 
C a p t a i n J . J . C o n n o l l y , p a t r o n ; L i e u t . 
C . E . L e i g h ton , pres ident ; L i e u t . -
C d r . C . A . B i n m o r e , secretary- trea­
surer, a n d C P O S. G . Bowles , as­
s istant secretary. T h e counc i l w i l l 
consist of L i e u t . L e i g h ton , L i e u t . -
C d r . B i n m o r e , C P O Bowles , P O A . 
Coste l lo , P O R . W i l s o n a n d L d g . Sea . 
M . J u d s o n . 

T h e C h r i s t m a s P a r t y for ch i ldren 
of the ship 's c o m p a n y was he ld 
December 21. Those responsible for 
its success were L d g . Sea. H a r v e y 
M a c A u s l a n d , who made sure that 
S a n t a C l a u s was there, C P O Bowles , 
P O W i l s o n , P O L l e w e l l y n , C P O 
P i n e a u , P O A n d e r s o n , L d g . Sea. 
J u d s o n , A B C l a r k e , A B C o n n o l l y , 
A B Heus t i s , A B A r b i q u e , A B M a c ¬
K e n z i e and M r s . C . A . B i n m o r e . 

T h e a n n u a l dance was he ld by the 
W a r d r o o m officers on December 26, 
w i t h a p p r o x i m a t e l y 125 couples pre­
sent. C r e d i t for the success of th is 
affair goes largely to the E x e c u t i v e 
Officer, L i e u t . - C d r . B i n m o r e . 

Halifax port division personnel, long used to hearing rude comments about East 
Coast, weather from their brethren of the Pacific side, have found themselves in a 
position to do most of the crowing these past two winters. Apparently getting his 
wires crossed, the weatherman has been dishing out ice, snow and wintry gales to 
Victoria in large lumps, while Halifax each year has been experiencing more and more 
"West Coast weather." In fact, when Halifax got its first real snow of the winter on 
Januarv 6, it was considered a sufficient occasion for a commemorative photo to be 
taken of the dockyard. (HS-9562). 

HMCS "Discovery" 
(Vancouver) 

T h e 16,000-ton " r o c k e t - l a u n c h i n g 
s h i p , " U S S " N o r t o n S o u n d , " was a 
J a n u a r y v i s i t o r to V a n c o u v e r . F o l l o w ­
ing her departure , the c o m m a n d i n g 
officer, C a p t . J o h n Q u i n n , U S N , sent 
the f o l l owing message to H M C S 
" D i s c o v e r y : " 

" T h e officers and men of the U S S 

W E D D I N G S 
Lieut. K . A . Stone, Executive Officer, 

H M C S " Antigonish," to Miss Eleanor 
Mildred Foley, of Glace Bay, N.S. 

Able Seaman Kenneth White, H M C S 
"Bytown/ ' to Miss Denyse Bailey, of Ottawa. 

Able Seaman John MacLarty, Gloucester 
Radio Station, to Miss Judith Aince, of 
Ottawa. 

B I R T H S 
To Lieut. (S) Harry McClymont, H M C S 

"Bytown," and Mrs. McClymont,a son. 
To Lieut. (SB) W. L . Patton, H M C S 

"Bvtown, " and Mrs. Patton, a son. 
T o Chief Petty Officer Brian Inglis, 

H M C S " C o r n w a l l i s , " and M r s . Inglis, 
twin boys. 

To Leading Seaman John O'Halloran, 
Gloucester Radio Station, and Mrs. O'Hal­
loran, a son. 

' N o r t o n S o u n d ' w i l l a lways remember 
V a n c o u v e r for its fine people a n d 
its generous h o s p i t a l i t y . O u r v i s i t to 
V a n c o u v e r has been made memorable 
b y the w a r m welcome extended to 
us. . . Y o u r personal efforts and 
those of the c i t izens of V a n c o u v e r 
are most deeply and sincerely a p ­
prec ia ted . " 

T h e message conta ined a request 
tha t i t be passed on to M a y o r 
Char l es T h o m s o n , A l d e r m a n C o r n e t t , 
U S C o n s u l George C . A n d r e w s and 
the F l a g Officer Paci f ic C o a s t . 

T h e " N o r t o n S o u n d " spent a few 
days at V a n c o u v e r after a cruise in 
the N o r t h Paci f i c , d u r i n g w h i c h she 
fired two rockets used in cosmic ray 
research. D u b b e d the " B u c k R o g e r s " 
ship , she carries more radar and 
scientif ic gear t h a n a n y other U S N 
vessel. She is also the on ly ship in 
the w o r l d being used for cosmic ray 
experiments . 

A m o n g the 18 scientists on board 
was D r . J . A . V a n A l l e n of Johns 
H o p k i n s U n i v e r s i t y , top U n i t e d States 
nuclear phys ic i s t , who was in charge 
of the experiments . 
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Principals in a christening ceremony held in the chapel of H M C S "Magnificent" on January 
15 are shown above. In the front row are, left to right: Mrs. Stokes, wife of Lieut.-Cdr. (O) 
John A. Stokes, and Peter; Mrs. Sandes, wife of Lieut. (P) M . H . Sandcs, and Michael; Mrs. 
Cogdon, wile of Lieut.-Cdr. (P) Noel Cogdon, and Donella; Mrs. Lewry, wife of Lieut. {()) 
John Lewry, and John, and Mrs. Roweil, wife of Lieut. (O) Sheldon Rowell, and Judith. The 
ceremony was conducted by Chaplain Harry R. Pike (extreme left). 

HMCS "Cataraqui" 
(Kingston) 

T h e first ful l parade of the new 
year was held J a n u a r y 9, w i t h repre­
sentations on h a n d from uni t s at 
B r o c k v i l l e , G a n a n o q ue, Napanee , 
Bel lev i l le and P i c t o n . 

W i t h the revis ion of the t r a i n i n g 
sy l labus , interest in the t r a i n i n g pro ­
gram has heightened. T h e r e has also 
been an increase in sports a c t i v i t y and 
" C a t a r a q u i ' s " var ious teams are look­
ing f o rward to showing the w a y in 
inter -d iv i s i ona l meets. 

T h e C h i l d r e n ' s C h r i s t m a s P a r t y 
took place on December 24, w i t h C P O 
B u r t o n p l a y i n g the leading role. A 
successful ship 's c o m p a n y dance was 
held at N e w Y e a r ' s . 

HMCS "Chippawa" 
(Winnipeg) 

M o r e than 300 serv ing and ex-
officers of the N a v y , A r m y and R C A F 
crowded the d r i l l deck at " C h i p p a w a " 
recently when Defence M i n i s t e r 
Brooke C l a x t o n addressed a meet ing 
of the U n i t e d Services Inst i tute of 
W i n n i p e g . F o l l o w i n g the address the 
facil it ies of the establ ishment were 
turned over to the Inst i tute members . 

L a t e r in the m o n t h . C o m m a n d e r 
L . L . A t w o o d , D i r e c t o r of N a v a l 
Intell igence, and C o m m a n d e r (SB) 
E . F . B . W a t t p a i d a short v i s i t to she 
1 ) ivis ion d u r i n g whi ch C o m m a n d e r 
A t w o o d spoke to the ship 's c o m p a n y 
on the w o r k of his d irectorate . 

U N T D Cadets are now in their 
new gunroom, an extreme!y smart 

mess of modern design. T h e entire 
room was designed and the accessories 
were insta l led by the cadets t h e m ­
selves. 

Interest in the d r u m a n d bugle band 
continues to grow, and w i t h newly -
s i lvered t rumpets , the usual whi te 
w e b b i n g and the promise of other 
t rappings to come, a s m a r t l ook ing 
outf i t w i l l head local service parades 
d u r i n g the summer . 

T u r n o u t of both officers and men on 
d r i l l nights cont inues to m a i n t a i n a 
high s t a n d a r d . A t t e n d a n c e has been 
around the 93 per cent m a r k . 

A m o n g the recent recruits at " C h i p ­
p a w a " was a large G r e a t D a n e , appro ­
pr ia te ly named " A d m i r a l . " 

— L.B.McI. 

HMCS "Griffon" 
(Port Arthur) 

W i t h the promise that a F a i r m i l e 
motor launch w i l l be stat ioned at the 
D i v i s i o n this summer , p lans are going 
ahead for an a m b i t i o u s t r a i n i n g pro ­
gram on L a k e Super ior . 

T h e 10th A n n u a l C h r i s t m a s B a l l 
h igh l ighted the C h r i s t m a s season. 
T h r e e h u n d r e d couples attended the 
affair, w h i c h was sponsored by the 
W a r d r o o m officers of " G r i f f o n " a n d 
the N a v a l Officers' Assoc ia t i on of 
P o r t A r t h u r . 

T h e first C h i l d r e n ' s C h r i s t m a s 
P a r t y since the war also was held and 
proved an outs tand ing success. 

L i e u t . (P) A . J . B y r n e has taken 
over as Staff Officer, succeeding L i e u t . -
C d r . H . H . M a c D o n a l d . 

HMCS "Star" 
(Hamilton) 

C a p t a i n H . L . Q u i n n , D i r e c t o r of 
N a v a l Reserves, carr ied out his a n ­
nual inspection of H M C S " S t a r " on 
T h u r s d a y , J a n u a r y 19. C a p t a i n Q u i n n 
was in H a m i l t o n for two days and 
inspected al l phases of the d i v i s i o n . 

L i e u t . (P) D o n a l d S h e p p a r d , D S C , 
R C N , has taken over the duties of 
staff officer. H e replaces L i e u t . A . H . 
M c D o n a l d , R C N , who has been 
appo inted to " L a H u l l o i s e " . Several 
gatherings were held in honor of 
L i e u t , and M r s . M c D o n a l d before 
their re turn to H a l i f a x . 

T h e chief and pet ty officers' mess 
held its a n n u a l V a l e n t i n e D a n c e on 
the d r i l l deck on S a t u r d a y , F e b r u a r v 
18. T h e U N T D s f r o m ' M c M a s t e r 
{h i ivers i ty staged a dance in I he 
wardroom on Februarv 17. 

HMCS "York" 
(Toronto) 

In a s imple ceremony held recenth 
in H M C S " Y o r k " , C a p t . F . R . Base , 
c o m m a n d i n g officer, presented 34 
scrolls on behalf of the R o y a l 
C a n a d i a n N a v y to representatives of 
I O D E C h a p t e r s of T o r o n t o a n d 
v i c i n i t y in recognit ion of the i r w o r k 
for the N a v y d u r i n g the w a r . 

T h e ceremony represented the D e ­
fence D e p a r t m e n t ' s official thanks to 
the I O D E Chapters who " a d o p t e d " 
ships a n d prov ided crewmen w i t h 
extra comforts and amenit ies . 

Represent ing the C h i e f of the N a v a l 
Staff, C o m m a n d e r (SB) W i l l i a m 
Strange, D i re c to r of N a v a l I n f o r m a -

Capt. F. R. Base, RCN T(R), Commanding 
Officer of H M C S " Y o r k , " presents a scroll 
to Mrs. L . H. Nerlich, of Forest Hill Village 
Chapter of the IODE, honoring the war work 
done for the Navy by her chapter. {Photo by 
The Telegram, Toronto). 

Page eighteen 



Weekly swimming classes for wives of naval personnel in the Atlantic Command are now 
under way at the "Stadacona" pool. Miss Margaret Pirie, noted Halifax swimmer, instructs 
beginners and more advanced swimmers each Friday from 2001) to 2130. Above, watching Miss 
Pirie demonstrate the prone float, are, left to right: Mrs. J . J . liaisley, wife of PO Btfisley, H M C S 
" H a i d a ; " Mrs. W. D. Wales, wife of PO Wales, "Stadacona;" Mrs. George Fry, wife of Ldg. Sea, 
Fry, "Magnificent;" Mrs. Hugh Ashcroft, wife of C P O Ashcroft, "Stadacona;" Mrs. Lloyd 
Lawson, wife of C P O Lawson, "Stadacona," and Mrs. Thomas Graham, wife of PO Graham, 
"Stadacona." (HS-9603) 

t ion , r eminded the gather ing that 
" t h e modern submar ine is a far more 
dangerous weapon than that wh i ch 
was overcome w i t h such d i f f i cu l ty b y 
the l i t t l e ships that saved the d a y — 
m a n y of w h i c h were adopted by the 
[ O D E . I hope that the sp i r i t of u n i t y 
between c i v i l i a n and serv iceman, so 
present d u r i n g the last war , m a y 
never d i e . " 

" I a m sure that today in C a n a d a 
there are m a n y men and women who 
feel a w a r m glow whenever they hear 
the name of the I O D E , " declared 
L i e u t . - C d r . L . D . M . Saunders , staff 
officer of H M C S " Y o r k " , in t h a n k ­
ing the chapters for the "great mora l 
upl i f t they gave the N a v y d u r i n g the 
w a r . " 

HMCS "Prevost" 
(London) 

D u r i n g the past two months , a c t i v i ­
ties at the L o n d o n d iv i s i on have 
ranged f rom a t u r k e y raffle to an 
inspect ion b y C a p t a i n H . L . Q u i n n , 
D i r e c t o r of N a v a l Reserves. 

A s m a l l but efficient ship 's c ompany 
and a smart t u r n o u t of U N T D s 
were d r a w n up for the inspect ion by 
D N R and his staff on J a n u a r y 18. 
S p e n d i n g three days in L o n d o n , 
C a p t a i n Q u i n n m a d e t h o r o u g h 
" r o u n d s " of the d iv i s i on and expres­
sed himsel f as be ing pleased w i t h 
w h a t he had seen. 

T h e inspect ion was an occasion of 
double importance , for i t m a r k e d the 
first appearance of the d r u m a n d bugle 
b a n d , led by P O T . H . Jenner . 

Soc ia l ac t iv i t i es over the Y u l e t i d e 
season inc luded a N e w Y e a r ' s E v e 

Winter held the West Coast in her icy 
grip for a long time this year, producing 
many a weird and unusual situation. A 
leaking water hose to H M C S "Rockcliffe", 
lying alongside the "Uganda" , resulted in 
the mass of ice shown above on the cruiser's 
slern lines. (E-I0669). 

dance on the d r i l l deck sponsored by 
the chief a n d pe t ty officers' mess 
and s k i l f u l l y organized by C P O D a v i d 
H e n d e r s o n . O n N e w Y e a r ' s D a y the 
Chie fs and P O s were hosts to more 
than 100 v is i tors in their mess, whi le 
the w a r d r o o m welcomed more than 
300 gtiests. 

HMCS "Malahat" 
" M a l a h a t " began the N e w Y e a r 

w i t h a d i v i s i o n a l course for the ship 's 
officers, pat terned after the R C N ' s 
j u n i o r officers' t echnica l course, and it 
is hoped to introduce a course for 
the pet ty officers s i m i l a r to the leader­
ship course for P O s at " C o r n w a l l i s . " 

" M a l a h a t " has launched a w i n t e r 
sports program, i n c l u d i n g a successful 
b a d m i n t o n schedule w h i c h is b r i n g i n g 
the ship 's c o m p a n y into oppos i t ion 
w i t h the reserve a r m y , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
the C a n a d i a n Scot t i sh Reg iment . 

HMCS "Donnacona" 
(Montreal) 

F i f t y members of the M o n t r e a l 
D i v i s i o n donated blood when a R e d 
Cross M o b i l e C l i n i c v i s i ted " D o n n a ­
c o n a " on J a n u a r y 11. 

O n J a n u a r y 2 the official N e w Y e a r 
levees were he ld . Officers of the 
d iv i s i on p a i d their respects to officers 
of units of the other two services i n 
the M o n t r e a l area a n d i n t u r n re ­
ceived m i l i t a r y a n d c i v i c guests at 
" D o n n a c o n a . " — R.F.D.S. 

HMCS "Hunter" 
(Windsor, Ont.) 

T h e unt ime ly death on J a n u a r y 12 
of L i e u t . - C d r . W . R . A y l w i n , R C N 
( R ) , (See page 14) cast a shadow of 

g loom over a l l ac t iv i t i es at H M C S 
" H u n t e r . " 

Staff officer at " H u n t e r " since 
A p r i l 1949, L i e u t . - C d r . A y l w i n had 
made a wide circle of friends in 
W i n d s o r a n d won the respect of al l 
who k n e w h i m , b o t h in the ship 's 
c ompany and ashore. 

O n J a n u a r y 16, C a p t a i n H . L . 
Q u i n n , D i r e c t o r of N a v a l Reserves, 
carr ied out his a n n u a l inspect ion of 
" H u n t e r " a n d compl imented the 
officers and men on the fine showing 
they h a d made. 

HMCS "Nonsuch" 
(Edmonton) 

M o r e t h a n 130 persons at tended 
the a n n u a l N a v a l B a l l he ld N e w 
Y e a r ' s E v e at " N o n s u c h . ' ' Guests 
were received b y C o m m a n d e r L y l e 
H o a r , c o m m a n d i n g officer, a n d M r s . 
H o a r and L i e u t . - C d r . G . P . M a n n i n g , 
executive officer, a n d M r s . M a n n i n g . 
L i e u t . A l e x Ross headed the ba l l c o m ­
mittee a n d was assisted by L i e u t . 
D . P . B r o w n l o w a n d M r . F . C . Shor t , 
C o m m i s s i o n e d G u n n e r . 

T h e C h i l d r e n ' s C h r i s t m a s P a r t y 
was he ld on December 17 a n d was 
a t tended by more t h a n 75 youngsters . 
C P O A . P a r k i n s o n subs t i tu ted for 
S a n t a C l a u s and d i s t r i b u t e d gifts and 
c a n d y to each c h i l d . Responsib le for 
the o rgan iza t i on of the affair were 
C P O J . W . M u n d i e , C P O P a r k i n s o n 
and P O S. B y a n t . 

M r s . M u n d i e a n d M r s . P a r k i n s o n 
were in charge of arrangements for a 
tea for the ch i ldren ' s mothers , wh i ch 
was held in the seamen's mess. 
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Cathodic Protection 
by " D U G O U T " 

An Outline of Our Scientists' Work 
In the Field of Anti-Corrosion 

E v e r since m a n first used metals i n 
the underwater parts of ships, cor­
rosion, or ea t ing a w a y of the m e t a l , 
has presented a prob lem. 

I t is an e lectro-chemical react ion i n 
w h i c h the meta l gives u p electrons, 
a n d the pos i t ive m e t a l i on goes i n t o 
so lut ion . 

M e t h o d s of c o m b a t i n g th is a re : — 

(a) C o v e r i n g the m e t a l w i t h a n 
imperv ious coat ing , to prevent the 
m e t a l c o m i n g in to contact w i t h the 
water . 

(b) S u p p l y i n g an excess of electrons 
to the m e t a l , w h i c h prevents i on i s -
a t i o n . 

So far, no p a i n t or cover ing for 
m e t a l has been found t h a t is i m p e r ­
v ious to water . I n t i m e a l l become 
either water - sa turated or are abraded 
off, exposing the meta l to the water , 
a n d corrosion sets i n . 

I n m e t h o d (b), a n electric current 
supplies the electrons necessary to 
prevent i on isat ion . T h i s can be e ither 
f r o m a convent i ona l source, such as a 
b a t t e r y or generator, or b y c rea t ing a 
b a t t e r y b y us ing the m e t a l itself as the 
cathode, the water as the e lectro lyte 
a n d a second m e t a l as the anode, 
higher i n the v o l t a i c scale t h a n the 
m e t a l to be protected . A s i n the case 
of an o r d i n a r y p r i m a r y cel l , the anode 
is consumed i n the process of c reat ing 
electric current . 

Early Work 
I n the ear ly days of the last 

c entury , w h e n the pract i ce of copper 
sheath ing wooden h u l l e d ships was 
in t roduced to protect the ir t imbers 
f r o m the teredo, or s h i p - w o r m , i t was 
f ound t h a t the rate of corrosion of i r o n 
f i tt ings was m u c h increased. C o p p e r 
be ing lower i n the v o l t a i c scale t h a n 
i r o n , the current created flowed f r om 
i r o n to copper, increas ing the rate of 
e lectron r e m o v a l , a n d hence corros ion. 

S i r H u m p h r e y D a v y was the first to 
suggest us ing z inc slabs a t tached to 
the h u l l i n the v i c i n i t y of the i r on as a 
protect ive measure. A s z inc is h igher 
i n the v o l t a i c scale t h a n either copper 
or i r o n , i t w o u l d s u p p l y current to 
b o t h these a n d check corros ion. 

T h e pract ice of us ing zincs on ships 
is s t i l l used, together w i t h frequent 
r e p a i n t i n g of the ship 's b o t t o m , to 

check corrosion. U s u a l n a v a l pract ice 
is to dock ships s e m i - a n n u a l l y to 
renew zincs a n d repa int . A recent 
i m p r o v e m e n t i n p a i n t pract ice is the 
use of p last ic t ype p a i n t w h i c h is 
near ly imperv i ous to w a t e r ; b u t i t is , 
of course, s t i l l subject to abras ion . 

Work at the NRE, Halifax 

D u r i n g the late war , the N a v a l 
Research E s t a b l i s h m e n t h a d occa­
sion to conduct a rather extensive 
inves t igat i on i n t o the electric fields 
produced b y corrosion currents . T h i s , 
c ombined w i t h e x a m i n a t i o n of ships i n 
dock , led to the belief t h a t z inc pro ­
tect ion was not as effective as was 
general ly bel ieved. 

A f t e r the w a r a series of exper iments 
was carr ied out on H M C S " Q u i n t e , " 
a B a n g o r class minesweeper, us ing a 
c o m b i n a t i o n of condi t ions r a n g i n g 
f r om no zincs a n d foul b o t t o m to new 
zincs a n d c lean b o t t o m . T h e evidence 
col lected after a year 's w o r k w i t h the 
sh ip a n d i n the l a b o r a t o r y showed 
that , 

(a) A definite m i n i m u m current 
dens i ty was required to check cor­
ros ion . 

(b) Z incs as present ly f i t ted lose 
near ly a l l the ir current p r o d u c i n g 
c a p a c i t y after about six weeks i n the 
water , due to an e lec tr i ca l ly resistant 
f i lm f o r m i n g on the surface. A l s o , the 
present m e t h o d of f i t t ing zincs is such 
t h a t sooner or later the e lectr ical con ­
nect ion to the h u l l is d i s rupted a n d 
cannot t r a n s m i t current . 

A later exper iment under semi -
l a b o r a t o r y condi t ions showed t h a t the 
p u r i t y of the z inc is i m p o r t a n t . A 
9 9 . 9 % pure z inc slab was s t i l l ac t ive 
after nine months , b u t one of 9 9 . 6 % 
p u r i t y h a d a l lowed extensive cor­
rosion to take place. 

I t was v e r y ev ident t h a t o r d i n a r y 
z inc , wh i l e i t m a y have met the 
or ig ina l purpose of p ro tec t ing a 
copper-sheathed wooden h u l l , was not 
p r o v i n g adequate to protect a modern 
steel h u l l w i t h bronze propel lers . 

I t was k n o w n t h a t magnes ium h a d 
been used to protect steel pipe under ­
ground , where a c id or a l k a l i water h a d 
caused corrosion, a n d experiments 
were under taken to determine i ts 
s u i t a b i l i t y for use i n sh ip protec t ion . 

Magnesium 

M a g n e s i u m is a s i l v e r y - w h i t e m e t a l 
notable for its l i ght weight . I t is 
higher i n the v o l t a i c scale t h a n z inc , 
so, i n a salt so lut ion w i t h i r o n , i t 
produces more current per p o u n d t h a n 
z inc . I n pre -war days i ts i n d u s t r i a l 
uses were l i m i t e d , w i t h a consequent 
h igh price . W a r adaptat i ons to l i g h t 
a l loys a n d i ts use i n incend iary bombs 
s t i m u l a t e d produc t i on , a n d t o d a y i t s 
cost is near t h a t of z inc . 

I t has the great advantage t h a t i t is 
not a strategic m e t a l , be ing the 
e ighth most p l ent i fu l e lement i n the 
earth 's crust . I t can be extrac ted 
d i r e c t l y f r o m sea water , or f r o m i t s 
ores, the commonest of w h i c h is 
do lomite . 

Experimental Work 

A s a result of the " Q u i n t e " exper i ­
ments , H M C S " W a l l a c e b u r g , " a 960-
t on A lger ine minesweeper i n reserve 
at H a l i f a x , was selected for the t r i a l 
sh ip , h a v i n g been recent ly d o c k e d . 
She was protected b y suspend ing 
three " p i g s " of m a g n e s i u m over her 
side on h e m p lines a l i t t l e be low the 
keel d e p t h , a n d connected b y i n ­
sulated copper w i r e to the h u l l . 

T r i a l s were s tar ted i n M a y 1947 
a n d she was first docked 15 m o n t h s 
later . H e r b o t t o m showed t h a t no 
corrosion h a d t a k e n place, even the 
' ' h o l i d a y s " i n the b o t t o m p a i n t where 
she h a d rested on the keel b locks 
w h e n prev ious ly docked be ing c lean 
a n d free f r om corrosion. 

T h e sh ip was repa in ted , a l l z incs 
were removed a n d left off, the 
exper iments be ing conducted w i t h 
magnes ium anodes alone. H e r next 
d o c k i n g , s ix months later , showed 
m u c h the same condi t ions , w i t h no 
sign of corrosion. T h i s t ime no p a i n t 
was a p p l i e d . T o d a y , t w o a n d a ha l f 
years a f ter the s tar t of the t r ia ls , the 
b o t t o m of the h u l l is s t i l l i n the same 
c o n d i t i o n as w h e n the t r ia l s were 
s t a r t e d ; t h a t is, no corrosion has 
occurred on the h u l l — a great 
i m p r o v e m e n t over n o r m a l techniques . 

T h e results w i t h a s t a t i o n a r y sh ip 
i n reserve were so p r o m i s i n g t h a t i t 
was decided i n A u g u s t 1948 to t r y 
a t t a c h i n g magnes ium slabs to the hu l l s 
of two s m a l l d o c k y a r d tugs i n a c t i v e 
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operat ion . A t h i r d t u g was f i t ted w i t h 
the convent ional z inc to serve as a 
compar ison . T o d a y , 18 months after 
the s tart of t r ia ls , the magnes ium-
fitted tugs show no signs of corrosion, 
and the z inc - f i t ted one v e r y decided 
corrosion. 

One of the magnes ium-f i t ted tugs 
was f itted w i t h a new propel ler at the 
s tart of t r ia ls , and the m a c h i n i n g 
m a r k s are s t i l l v is ib le on the clean 
surface, whi le the propel ler of the 
z inc - f i t ted tug was perforated b a d l y 
enough to cause its renewal (see cuts) . 

T h e t u g tr ia ls ind i ca ted that i t was 
possible to fit the magnes ium slabs 
d i re c t l y to hul l s of ships i n act ive 
operat ion . P a i n t s t r i p p i n g occurred in 
the v i c i n i t y of slabs, this be ing caused 
by the current becoming too h igh , b u t 
the exposed steel d i d not corrode. One 
of the tugs was fitted w i t h a resistance 
in series w i t h the s lab w h i c h al lowed 
current contro l and reduced the pa int 

s t r i p p i n g b u t s t i l l kept the h u l l p r o ­
tected. ( P a i n t is necessary to prevent 
the growth of mar ine fou l ing , w h i c h 
reduces the speed of ac t ive ships.) 

A s a result of these tr ia ls , H M C S 
" N e w L i s k e a r d " , another A l g e r i n e in 
ac t ive commiss ion , was fitted w i t h 
magnes ium slabs on her last d o c k i n g 
nine months ago. 

D u r i n g the course of the i n v e s t i ­
gat ion , a m e t h o d of check ing the 
degree of protec t ion be ing afforded at 
a n y t i m e was developed, a n d this 
method shows that to date there is 
every reason to believe that this ship 
is as w e l l protected as a n y i n the 
earlier t r ia l s . 

W h i l e the use of magnes ium in 
place of z inc for ship protect ion is not 
yet out of the exper imenta l stage, the 
results to date indicate that i t does 
the j ob eff iciently. Whereas an elec­
t r i c a l l y resistant film forms on z inc , no 

corrosion produc t has been observed 
on magnes ium anodes. I m p r o v e d 
methods have been developed to 
m a i n t a i n the essential e lectr ica l c o n ­
nection w i t h the h u l l , a n d i n the 
m o u n t i n g of the slabs. 

A n a l ternat ive to the use of 
m a g n e s i u m anodes is the use of 
graphite anodes a n d a n expressed c u r ­
rent supp l i ed b y a generator or b a t ­
teries. E x p e r i m e n t s have been s tar ted 
a long these l ines w i t h an ac t ive t u g . 
These tests are not as far a d v a n c e d 
as those w i t h magnes ium but they 
also show promise. T h e final se lect ion 
of the m e t h o d to be used w i l l depend 
on the economies of each a n d the ir 
re lat ive merits . 

I n a n y case, there seems good 
reason to believe that i n the not d i s ­
tant future sufficient cathod ic p r o ­
tect ion w i l l be app l i ed to a l l ships as 
a defence against corrosion. 

These photos compare a vessel which has 
not had cathodic protection (the tug " M a n -
ville") with others that have. 

At top left is a grade 2 zinc anode (99.6%) 
on the hull of the "Manvil le , " with active 
rusting around the anode and on the 
retaining bolts after two months in service. 
Note also the blistering of the paint film. 
(HS-5891) 

Bottom left shows cavitation pitting on the 
steel propeller blades of the "Manvil le . " 
{HS-9699) 

A magnesium anode on the bilge keel of 
H M C S '' New Liskeard'' is shown at top 
right. This anode was fitted on July 1, 1949. 
The hull potential reading six months later 
showed it was still protected. {HS-7707). 

The bottom right photo was taken of the 
steel propeller of the tug "Merrickville" after 
a year of service with the vessel cathodically 
protected. Note that the edges of the nut are 
like new. (HS-7376). 
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"Naden" Hockey Team 

Rallies from Slow Start 

H M C S " N a d e n ' s " entry in the 
V i c t o r i a C o m m e r c i a l H o c k e y League 
is h o l d i n g d o w n t h i r d place i n the 
standings . A f t e r a s low s tar t , the 
sailors served notice tha t they i n ­
tended to c l i m b higher, w i n n i n g four 
out of five contests. T h e N a v y team, 
sparked b y goaltender P O N o r m a n 
James , owns the best defensive record 
in the loop. M u c h credi t for the team's 
recent upsurge is due to the coaching 
of Ins truc tor L i e u t . - C d r . G . L . C o n ­
nor . 

T h e " N a d e n " jun io r hockey squad 
is not far ing as we l l . A l t h o u g h they 
have come up w i t h some good 
showings, they have yet to no tch a 
v i c t o r y in regular league t i l t s . A 
powerful V i c t o r i a A l l - S t a r t eam, 
chosen from the best juniors in the 

c i t y , and an aggregation f rom N a n a i m o 
w h i c h has been together for a few 
years, are current ly b a t t l i n g i t out for 
top honors. —H.E.T. 

"Donnacona" Bidding 

For Further Laurels 
H M C S " D o n n a c o n a " is c ont inu ing 

her w i n n i n g ways since copp ing the 
E a s t e r n C a n a d i a n intermediate foot­
ba l l championsh ip . T h e M o n t r e a l 
n a v a l d i v i s i o n has entered a team in 
the Intermediate A section of the 
M o n t r e a l B a s k e t b a l l League and is 
c u r r e n t l y t ied for first place. Other 
teams in the loop are Palestre N a t i o n -
ale, M c G i l l G r a d s , A d e l p h o i and 
G r e n a d i e r G u a r d s . 

I n hockey , " D o n n a c o n a " boasts an 
unbeaten record and is o c c u p y i n g 
top place in the W e s t m o u n t Service 
League, leading teams from the 

The H M C S "Shearwater" hockey team (above) is not in any organized league this season 
but has played with great success against teams from the "Magnificent," Reserve Fleet and 
Halifax Intermediate League. Its members are: Front row, left to right: Ldg. Sea. Daniel 
McCowell, Hamilton; A B Frederick Keiller, Halifax; Centre row: Commissioned Bos'n J . L . 
Blades, Victoria (manager); AB Joseph McCauly, Gananoque, Ont.; AB Jack O'Brien, Zurich, 
Ont.; Ord. Sea. Donald H . Gillis, Saint John, X . B . ; Ord. Sea. Lester Shatford, Truro, N.S.; 
Ldg. Sea. Joseph Perrin, Pembroke, Ont., and PO John H . Crowther, Dartmouth (referee). 
Back row: Ord. Sea. Robert Foreman, Megantic, P.Q.; Ord. Sea. John Bcchtold, Moose Jaw, 
Sask.; Ord. Sea. Ernest P. Lourme, Lethbridge, Alberta; Ldg. Sea. James Chalmers, Toronto; 
PO Thomas Scanlon, Gait, Ont.; AB Kenneth Wilson, Moncton and C P O Andrew Chartren, 
Peterborough, Ont. (assistant coach). Instructor Lieut. J. T , R. Cole is coach. (DNS— 2317) 

R C A S C , R o y a l M o n t r e a l Reg iment , 
W e s t m o u n t Pol i ce and 401 S q u a d r o n 
R C A F . 

T h e sports p r o g r a m at " D o n n a ­
c o n a " is under the d i rec t i on of 
L i e u t . - C d r . M a x H e a y b e r d , R C N ( R ) . 
—R.F.D.S. 

"Cornwallis" Unbeaten 
In Basketball Play 

Sports a c t i v i t y continues at a h igh 
p i t c h at H M C S " C o r n w a l l i s " , w i t h 
bowl ing , hockey, basketbal l a n d box­
ing o c c u p y i n g the l ime l ight . 

T h e " C o r n w a l l i s " basketba l l squad 
has been undefeated to date, r a c k i n g 
up nine consecutive v ic tor ies in e x h i b i ­
t i on matches . A n i n t e r - p a r t basket ­
ba l l league has also been formed, w i t h 
14 teams i n ac t i on and games being-
staged five nights a week. 

B o w l i n g is a popu lar feature in the 
in te r -par t compet i t ions , w i t h two 
separate leagues i n operat ion . One 
is a 40- team new entry loop, whi le 
the other consists of 12 squads d r a w n 
from the ship 's c o m p a n y a n d m a i n ­
tenance staff. 

T h e base hockey team, coached by 
M r . C h a r l i e Rhodes , Commiss i oned 
G u n n e r , has been a b i t slow in gett ing 
under w a y a n d shows a record of 
two wins and one d r a w in seven 
games p layed to date in the C e n t r a l 
V a l l e y League. H o w e v e r , construc ­
t i on of the r i n k is near ing complet ion 
a n d the team w i l l soon be able to 
pract ice more often. 

In the i n t e r - d i v i s i o n a l box ing c o m ­
pet i t ions , new e n t r y fighters from 
" I r o q u o i s " d i v i s i o n punched o u t a 15 
to 12 w i n over " S i o u x " represen­
tat ives . 

Competition Keen 
In Inter-Ship Leagues 

S h i p s of the A t l a n t i c C o m m a n d 
have organized hockey a n d basket ­
ba l l leagues a n d compet i t i on has been 
keen i n bo th sports between teams 
f r o m " M a g n i f i c e n t , " " M i c r a a c / V 
" S w a n s e a , " " L a H u l l o i s e , " " P o r t a g e ' ™ 1 

and " S t . S t e p h e n . " 

T o offset the difference in comple ­
ments of the var ious ships, two d i v i -
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sions have been formed in b o t h the 
hockey and basketba l l c i r cu i ts . 

C u r r e n t l y leading the first d i v i s i o n 
of the hockey loop is the " L a H u l -
lo i se " t eam, coached by C P O E d 
M c S w e e n e y . I n the second d i v i s i o n , 
" M i c m a c " a n d " S w a n s e a " are s tag ing 
a see-saw bat t l e for the lead. 

" L a H u l l o i s e " also holds down top 
posit ion i n the first d i v i s i o n of the 
basketba l l league, whi le " S w a n s e a " 
is pac ing the second d i v i s i o n . 

"Shearwater" Gridders 
Hold Wind-up Smoker 

H M C S " S h e a r w a t e r ' s " footbal l team 
w o u n d up the season w i t h a smoker 
held in the g y m n a s i u m . M o r e than 
50 members of the team and guests 
at tended , a m o n g the lat ter being 
A . H . R o b i n s o n , president of the 
H a l i f a x C a n a d i a n F o o t b a l l League . 

C o a c h B i l l B u r k h a r t was presented 
w i t h a m o u n t e d autographed footbal l 
and a sports jacket by C P O J o h n 
Greco , t eam c a p t a i n , in apprec ia t i on 
for his efforts. T h e l ine coach, M r . 
George D u n p h e e , Commiss i oned E l e c ­
t r i ca l Officer, also received a sports 
jacket . 

P l a n s are a l ready under w a y for 
the 1950 footbal l c a m p a i g n . " S h e a r ­
w a t e r " hopes to enter teams in the 
senior a n d jun io r leagues next fa l l , 
w i t h M r . B u r k h a r t coaching the 
seniors and C P O Greco h a n d l i n g the 
juniors . 

The Duff us trophy, awarded to the player 
judged to be the most valuable to his team in 
the Halifax Canadian Football League, is 
presented to Ord. Sea. Rowan Carroll, of 
H M C S "Stadacona," by Donor Andy Duffus 
at a banquet honoring the "Stadacona" team, 
1949 champions. At the same banquet, Team 
Captain Ed McLeod presented a football 
autographed by all the players to the coach, 
Commissioned Engineer Frank H indie. 
(DNS-2277). 

Badminton Booming 
In Atlantic Command 

The A t l a n t i c C o m m a n d B a d m i n t o n 
C l u b has been en joy ing an act ive 
season and enthus iasm among the 
members is at a new h igh . Severa l 
exh ib i t i on matches have been p layed , 
most h o t l y contested of w h i c h was 
the clash w i t h the T r u r o B a d m i n t o n 
C l u b in T r u r o . T h e v i s i t i n g team 
showed a s trong a t tack a n d , led by 
Instr . L i e u t . - C d r . and M r s . D . C a m p ­
be l l , finished w i t h a w i n n i n g marg in . 

The teams have scheduled a re turn 
match to take place at H M C S 
" S t a d a c o n a " later in the season. 

Since arriving in H M C S "Stadacona" 
recently, Ord. Sea. Yeji Inouye, of Vancouver 
and Chatham, Ontario, has devoted much of 
his spare time to teaching Judo to personnel 
serving in the Halifax barracks. He has 
studied Japan's national sport since he was 
12 and hopes to take the next physical 
training instructor's course at "Stadacona." 
Here he grapples Ord. Sea. John H . Moir, 
of Toronto. (HS-9693). 

Plenty of Sport 
When Ship in Port 

Desp i te her smal l ship 's c o m p a n y 
a n d l engthy t r ips at sea, H M C S 
" S t . S t e p h e n " has been m a k i n g a 
good showing i n the fleet sports 
p r o g r a m . 

I n four hockey games, the weather 
ship team came out on top three 
t imes, w i n n i n g twice f rom H M C S 
" P o r t a g e " whi le w i n n i n g a n d los ing 
against the Reserve Fleet ' s second 
squad . P O A n g u s G r e y sparked the 
team in a l l the games. C P O H a r r y 
P a t r i c k handles the coaching dut ies . 

In baske tba l l , " S t . S t e p h e n " lost 
two close games, one to H M C S 
" H a i d a " and the other to " P o r t a g e " , 

Winners in the December new entry inter-
divisional boxing tournaments were awarded 
individual trophies at a ceremony held in the 
drill hall at H M C S "Cornwallis". In the photo 
above, Cdr. P. D. liudge, executive officer, 
presents a cup to Ord. Sea. George Spicer, 
victor in the bantamweight division. In the 
background is PO Reg Pitt, physical and 
recreational training instructor. (DB-831-4). 

before sa i l ing in late J a n u a r y for 
S t a t i o n B a k e r . 

Spor ts afternoons at the " S t a d a ­
c o n a " g y m n a s i u m are staged every 
F r i d a y when the ship is in port a n d 
a l l o f f -duty members of the crew 
have turned out for in ter -par t c o m ­
pet i t ions in b o w l i n g , v o l l e y b a l l and 
s w i m m i n g . A n a d d i t i o n a l sports 
feature was introduced w i t h the 
se t t ing aside of W e d n e s d a y as b a d ­
m i n t o n d a y . 

West Coast Hoopsters 
Prepare for Playoffs 

H o c k e y has been get t ing the l ion 's 
share of the cash customers in the 
V i c t o r i a sports p icture , w i t h the 
result tha t basketba l l has suffered an 
unexpected set-back. T h e schedule 
has been shortened in the V i c t o r i a 
B a s k e t b a l l Assoc ia t i on League a n d 
playoffs w i l l s tar t soon. T h e r e is a 
three-way tie for top spot between 
N a v y , Senators and Confect ions . 

T h e N a v y " B " squad has been 
plagued w i t h in jur ies a l l season but 
is now at full s t rength . Proof of the 
team's a b i l i t y was demonstrated re­
cent ly in an exh ib i t i on game w i t h 
A r r o w F u r n i t u r e , a senior " A " team 
w h i c h the sailors defeated 27 to 22. 

A f t e r opening the schedule w i t h 
two successive losses, the N a v y ' s 
S u b u r b a n " B " hoopsters staged a 
d r i v i n g comeback, w i n n i n g five out 
of six games and c l i m b i n g from last 
place to second. O t h e r teams c o m ­
pet ing in the S u b u r b a n League are 
Sooke, B r e n t w o o d , Saanich a n d S u b ­
urban V i c t o r i a . — H . E . T . 
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" C A Y U G A " BUCKS G A L E SO T E A M CAN K E E P D A T E 
"Vancouver's current cold spell and an out-of-town snow storm failed to stop 

the Royal Canadian Navy last night," said the lead to a sports page story in the 
Vancouver Sun of January 14. 

The Navy's junior hockey team from Esquimalt had been scheduled to play an 
exhibition game with the Kerrisdale juniors in the feature event of a minor hockey 
jamboree at Vancouver on the night of the 13th. At noon on the day of the game an 
intense blizzard prevented H M C S "Cayuga, " which was to take the team to Vancouver, 
from getting out of Victoria harbor, so they reluctantly phoned to cancel the game. 

Later in the afternoon it was decided to try to keep the engagement. The 
"Cayuga" , bucking gales that hit up to 65 miles an hour, made slow progress in the 
storm and it was not until 10 o'clock that the destroyer docked at Vancouver, her 
superstructure sheathed with ice. 

A half hour later the Navy hockey team trooped into the arena and began changing 
for the game — much to the surprise of the officials and the opposing team. 

The trip was worth it — the sailors came through with a 5-4 win over the Kerris­
dale squad. 

"Shearwater'1 Sailors 
Planning for Season 

T h e " S h e a r w a t e r " S a i l i n g C l u b , 
which in 1949 enjoyed notable success 
in its first year of ac t ive operat ion , 
is l ook ing forward to an even better 
season in 1950. T h e c lub , w i t h a 
membership of more t h a n 60, has a 
fleet of 17 craft , i n c l u d i n g seven 
dinghies , four whalers , five hand i cap 
boats a n d the G e r m a n - b u i l t sloop 
" T u n a . " 

D u r i n g the 1949 season, 42 races 
were held in the whaler and d i n g h y 
classes. L i e u t . (S) W . M . M c P h e r s o n 
showed the w a y in d i n g h y rac ing , 
whi le L i e u t . - C d r . (P) L . R . T i v y 
racked up the most w i n s i n the 
whaler d i v i s i o n . One of the h ighl ights 
of the season was the inter - c lub 
regatta staged by the " S h e a r w a t e r " 
c lub , w i t h yachtsmen f rom ships a n d 
establ ishments of the A t l a n t i c C o m ­
m a n d , the A r m d a l e Y a c h t C l u b a n d 
R o y a l N o v a S c o t i a Y a c h t S q u a d r o n 
entered in the compet i t ions . 

Preparat ions have a l ready started 
for the 1950 season a n d a d r i v e is 
is underway to increase the member ­
ship . C l u b C o m m o d o r e is C d r . E . E . 
G . B o a k . — T.M. 

Ship's Team Wins 
"Prevost" Rifle Match 

I n a rifle shoot ing m a t c h he ld in 
H M C S " P r e v o s t , " the n a v a l d i v i s i o n 
in L o n d o n , a team from the ship 's 
c ompany , consist ing of P O J o h n 
Page, P O M e l v i n H o o v e r , A B W a l t e r 

Smel tzer a n d O r d . Sea. A l e x M a d r y g a , 
outscored a representat ive U N T D 
squad . T h e d i v i s i o n is o rgan iz ing i ts 
top m a r k s m e n into a rifle team in 
preparat ion for compet i t ions w i t h 
.other G r e a t L a k e s d iv i s ions d u r i n g the 
c o m i n g year. 

"Star" Officers Score 
Close Softball Victory 

T h e H M C S " S t a r " e n t r y i n the 
H a m i l t o n G a r r i s o n Officers So f tba l l 
League w o n a hard- fought v i c t o r y 
f rom the A r m y Combines on J a n u a r y 
14. C o m i n g from beh ind , the N a v y 
t ied the game in the n i n t h i n n i n g . 
In the b o t t o m half of the second 
extra i n n i n g , L i e u t . - C d r . J . H . M i s n e r 
smacked out a long h i t to b r i n g in the 

w i n n i n g r u n . T h e f inal score was 
11-10 for the N a v y . 

L i e u t . - C d r . (Bob) Pearce staged the 
second of his m o n t h l y fight cards at 
" S t a r " on J a n u a r y 21. T h e r e were 20 
good bouts between boxers repre­
sent ing " S t a r ' s " B o x i n g C l u b a n d the 
S h a m r o c k A t h l e t i c C l u b of H a m i l t o n . 
A s a n added a t t r a c t i o n , two pro ­
fessional wrestlers put on a n e x h i ­
b i t i o n that del ighted the customers. 

Armed Forces Team 
Visits Newfoundland 

T h e H a l i f a x A r m e d Forces hockey 
team, unable to get a franchise in the 
c i t y league, has been p l a y i n g a 
n u m b e r of exh ib i t i on games w i t h 
teams in N e w f o u n d l a n d a n d N o v a 
Sco t ia . T h e squad , w h i c h is b u i l t 
a round last year 's c h a m p i o n s h i p N a v y 
crew, flew to G a n d e r v i a R C A F and 
then journeyed to G r a n d F a l l s . T h e 
v i s i tors took bo th games, scores be ing 
5 to 3 and 12 to 5. 

C loser to home, the H a l i f a x aggre­
gat ion p layed to a 5-all draw w i t h 
L u n e n b u r g , leaders of the S o u t h 
Shore loop. B a d f ly ing weather forced 
cance l lat ion of an exh ib i t i on game 
w i t h the O t t a w a R C A F F l y e r s in 
late J a n u a r y . T h e game w i l l be 
p layed at a future date . 

T h e A r m e d Forces team is coached 
b y T o m ( W i n d y ) O ' N e i l , former 
T o r o n t o M a p l e Lea f p layer , now 
a t t e n d i n g Da lhous ie U n i v e r s i t y . 

Storesmen Pace Bowlers 

W i t h prac t i ca l l y a l l teams s t i l l i n 
the r u n n i n g for top honors, a team of 
trundlers from the C l o t h i n g Store 
held d o w n first place in the " S t a d a ­
c o n a " I n t e r - P a r t B o w l i n g League a t 
the beg inning of F e b r u a r y . 

The Halifax Armed Forces Hockey team, representative of the three Services, is shown 
above. Front row, left to right: Ldg. Sea. John Kosak, Creighton Mines, Ont.: Petty Officer Ray 
Shedlowski, Kindersley, Sask.; C P O Melvin Davis, Schreiber, Ont.; L A C Harold Wade, 
Fredericton, and Cpl. Basil O'Grady, Halifax. Rear Row: Squadron Leader Bill Martin (man­
ager), Toronto and Vancouver; AB Lebaron Mersereau, Fredericton Junction, N . B . ; Staff Sgt. 
Murray Mont, Halifax; C P O Ed. McSweeney. Halifax; Ldg. Sea. Ed Pillar, Toronto; PO Frank 
Lowe, Red Deer, Alberta; Lieut. Edward Wiggs, R C N , Quebec City; Lieut. Bob Greene, R C N , 
Ottawa, and Major Gordon E. Potts (assistant manager), Kingston. Missing from the photo is 
the team's civilian coach, Tom (Windyj-.O'Neill. (HS—9531). 
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THEY CARRIED THE BANNER 

Fourteen years is not such a long t ime , but a lot has happened in the R C N , 
and the N a v y has seen some vast changes, since this photo was t a k e n of the 
team w h i c h represented " S t a d a c o n a " in the H a l i f a x G a r r i s o n H o c k e y League in 
1935-36. 

O n l y three of those in the p i c ture are s t i l l s e rv ing in the N a v y , a n d a l l three 
are s t i l l a c t ive in sports . T h e y are C P O A l e x Ross , w h o was a member of 
the C P O s ' soccer t e a m at " N a d e n " last year ; C P O H o l l a n d Shepherd , w h o 
p l a y e d for the E l e c t r i c a l School t eam that w o n the " S t a d a c o n a " in te r -par t 
hockey c h a m p i o n s h i p in 1948 but who has since g iven up more strenuous sports 
in favor of golf, a n d C P O J i m m i e H a n n , w h o is s t i l l p l a y i n g inter -part hockey and 
so f tba l l . 

T w o of the members of the 1936 
team lost their l ives in the w a r a n d a 
t h i r d d ied a year ago in H a l i f a x . 

T h e p i c ture represents an era when 
about 12 to 15 men represented the 
R C N on the east coast in p r a c t i c a l l y 
every ma jor sport . 

G a r r i s o n sports c ompet i t i on in those 
days was a closely contested, f a m i l y 
affair, w i t h neither A r m y , N a v y , A i r 
Force nor R C M P g i v i n g or a s k i n g 
quarter . M o s t games were p layed on 
W e d n e s d a y afternoons, and for hockey 
or rugger the whole of " S t a d a c o n a " 
marched en masse to the field or r i n k 
complete w i t h cock -o f - the -walk signs, 
whist les , hooters and boundless e n t h u ­
siasm a n d confidence in the N a v y 
team. 

Somet imes the N a v y t r u c k was out 
on a special ca l l (one t r u c k was a l l 
tha t the N a v y a n d D o c k y a r d had in 
in those days) and the team h a d to 
trudge u p to the F o r u m through dr i f ts 
of snow r, c a r r y i n g a l l the equ ipment . 

B e t t i n g ran h igh and m a n y a game 
was re -p layed d o w n at the l i t t l e O l d 
R e d Schoolhouse a n d at A r m y c a n ­

teens on S a c k v i l l e Street and in 
G l a c i e B a r r a c k s , w i t h resultant a rgu ­
ments and fisticuffs. 

D u r i n g the game, the F o r u m re­
sounded to the screams and roars of 
the different sections as their teams 
gave the ir a l l , m a k i n g that o ld say ing , 
" a garrison finish," real ly mean some­
t h i n g . 

N e x t d a y the papers were a v i d l y 
read for the b i g w r i t e - u p that a l w a y s 
fol lowed a G a r r i s o n game. 

Those in the photo are : 

B A C K Row: 

George SoubUiere left the R C N after 
14 years ' service, be ing discharged as 
a Ch ie f S toker . H e p layed hockey and 
softbal l for the N a v y , and was one of 
the h igh scorers i n G a r r i s o n hockey . 
H a d a tremendous burst of speed. 

T H I R D Row, L E F T TO RIGHT: 

Daniel Burton Angus was one of the 
two c i v i l i a n schoolmasters a t tached 
to the R C N at tha t t ime . H e ended 
his career in the N a v y as a L i e u t . C d r . -
Schoo lmaster . H e p layed defence. 
N o w pr inc ipa l of P i c t o u A c a d e m y , 
P i e t o u , N . S . 

George (Daisy) Adams ret ired as a 
Ch ie f P e t t y Officer, is now employed 
as server in the C h i e f a n d P e t t y Of f i ­
cers' C a n t e e n . F ive - f oo t - two of effi­
c iency, he p l a y e d a heady game of 
hockey . 

S E C O N D R o w , L E F T TO RIGHT: 

Able Seaman Robert (Blob) Arnott 
was lost at sea in the " M a r g a r e e " in 
1940. A n a l l - r o u n d athlete he sprang 
from a M o n t r e a l f a m i l y of sport 
enthusiasts . P l a y e d a l l sports a n d 
p l a y e d them we l l . H e l d d o w n left 
w i n g or centre on the hockey t eam. 

Leading Seaman Fred Strachan is a 
pensioner now employed in H M C 
D o c k y a r d , H a l i f a x . A good net-
m i n d e r , he was also one of the N a v y ' s 
better basketba l l p layers of tha t era. 

Georges Poirier is a ret i red L i e u t . -
C d r . Schoo lmaster and is general 
treasurer of L ' A s s u m p t i o n Insurance, 
Shediac , N . B . 

Charlie McDonald, late L i e u t . - C d r . 
a n d one of the N a v y ' s ou t s tand ing 
athletes. H i s record for the mi l e s t i l l 
s tands in N o v a S c o t i a . O r i g i n a l l y a 
te legraphist , he later transferred to 
the P a n d R T B r a n c h . A three-letter 
m a n in a n y c o m p a n y , he excelled in 
box ing , t rack and field, and E n g l i s h 
rugger. H e died in 1948 at H a l i f a x . 

CPO J. G. P. Hann, s t i l l i n the 
Service , is a fireball who has been the 
s p a r k p l u g of every team on w h i c h he 
has p l a y e d . In hockey he was a for­
w a r d a n d h a d a w i c k e d shot . A t 
present serv ing in the " M a g n i f i c e n t " 
as C h i e f S toker . 

F R O N T Row, L E F T TO RIGHT: 

CPO Holland (Shep) Shepherd 
played centre a n d on the w i n g u n t i l 
the years s tarted to te l l , then went 
back to defence. H e also p l a y e d soft-
bal l a n d rugger. Is presently R e g u l a t ­
i n g C h i e f at the E l e c t r i c a l Schoo l , 
H a l i f a x . 

Commander Leonard W. Murray, 
who ret i red i n 1945 as a R e a r - A d m i r a l 
and is now res id ing and prac t i s ing law 
in E n g l a n d . H e was a stout defence-
man a n d his b r u i s i n g checks were 
feared by a l l oppos ing players . 

Commander C. R. H. Taylor, who 
ret i red in 1948 as a R e a r - A d m i r a l and 
is now l i v i n g in Chester , N . S . 

CPO Alex Ross was a c racker - jack 
goalie and one of the finest footbal l 
p layers in C a n a d a . 

CPO Lorenzo Bertrand also went 
d o w n in the " M a r g a r e e " . A rugged 
p layer a n d a l l r o u n d ath le te . 
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T h e Second W o r l d W a r was five 
months o ld a n d the seven destroyers 
w i t h wh i ch the R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y 
had entered the confl ict h a d not ye t 
seen batt le . T h e i r patro l a n d local 
escort dut ies had produced no th ing 
b u t l ong hours of w o r k a n d u n v a r y i n g 
monotony . T h e n suddenly the break 
came, a n d beh ind the inc ident is a 
s tory of b r i l l i a n t seamanship and 
tenac i ty . 

T h e destroyer " A s s i n i b o i n e " was on 
patro l in W e s t I n d i a n waters one 
rough F e b r u a r y d a y i n 1940 when the 
R o y a l N a v y cruiser " D u n e d i n " 
s ignal led her to "close me i m m e d i ­
a t e l y " . A t 30 knots , the " A s s i n i ­
b o i n e " sped t o w a r d the cruiser 's 
pos i t ion near the coast of the D o m i n i ­
can R e p u b l i c . T h e " D u n e d i n " h a d 
intercepted a G e r m a n m e r c h a n t m a n , 
the " H a n n o v e r " , w h i c h h a d been 
a t t e m p t i n g a dash for home. 

T h e r e was no show of force f rom 
the overhauled vessel. A few members 
of the crew had , however, managed to 
escape in a boat. N o a t t e m p t was 
i m m e d i a t e l y made to pursue them as 
there was a greater prob lem to be 
dealt w i t h . 

A s soon as she h a d stopped, the 
" H a n n o v e r " had set herself on fire. 
In a short t ime t a l l flames leaped h i g h 
from her fore and after decks, a n d the 
" D u n e d i n ' ' ran alongside w i t h a l l 
hoses going, fighting the blaze. T h e 
m e r c h a n t m a n , her engines knocked 
o u t of commiss ion and her steering 
gear smashed, was l u r c h i n g about the 
sea. T h e B r i t i s h cruiser was in a 
peri lous s i tuat i on as she doggedly 
m a i n t a i n e d her posit ion alongside. A s 
the water f rom her hoses h i t the red 
hot decks c louds of s team escaped, 
a d d i n g to the dense smoke f rom the 
fire. T h e " D u n e d i n ' s " cap ta in later 
said the scene was " l i k e the last act of 
a D r u r y L a n e m e l o d r a m a ' ' . T h e 
W h i t e E n s i g n was hoisted above the 
" H a n n o v e r ' s " swas t ika whi le the cap­
t a i n and the chief officer stood g l u m l y 
on the br idge under the baleful eye of 
an R N seaman w i t h a fixed bayonet . 

T h a t was the p icture the " A s ­
s i n i b o i n e " saw as she a r r i v e d . H e r 
c o m m a n d i n g officer, C o m m a n d e r (now 
R e a r - A d m i r a l ) E . R . M a i n g u y , wasted 
no t i m e a d m i r i n g the v iew. T h e " H a n ­
n o v e r " was d r i f t i n g t o w a r d the three 
mi le l i m i t of the D o m i n i c a n R e p u b l i c , 

As H M C S "Assiniboine" lays herself alongside the burning "Hannover," hose parties 
fight the fires started by her German Crew. [H-9C). 

a neutra l power. Once inside these 
terr i tor ia l waters, the prize w o u l d be 
forfeited. 

T h e destroyer p r o m p t l y went 
alongside the " H a n n o v e r " , got a l ine 
aboard a n d towed her to seaward. 
L a t e r the " A s s i n i b o i n e " a n d " D u n e ­
d i n " changed places, the former p l a y ­
ing her hoses on the m e r c h a n t m a n 
whi le the lat ter towed . A l l the " H a n ­
n o v e r ' s " gear had been so effectively 
sabotaged t h a t there was no pos­
s i b i l i t y of steering her and she yawed 
w i l d l y , threatening at a n y m o m e n t to 
crush the sides of the destroyer. B u t 
neither the B r i t i s h nor C a n a d i a n ship 
intended to give up the ca tch . 

A prize crew of five officers and 29 
men was put aboard . Soon after this , 
another vessel hove into s ight . I t was 
an A m e r i c a n salvage tug , scent ing a 
job . H e r offer of assistance was 
po l i te ly b u t def inite ly refused, where­
upon she extended congratulat ions 
and left the scene. 

T h e G e r m a n ship had now taken on 
a dangerous l ist a n d the fire s m o u l ­
dered o m i n o u s l y below decks. O n the 
upper deck the flames s t i l l m o u n t e d 
h igh , b lacken ing the faces of the prize 
crew. T h e n nature lent a he lp ing h a n d 
as a sudden d o w n p o u r of t rop i ca l ra in 
came. 

T h e fire was t e m p o r a r i l y subdued 
a n d the task cons iderably lessened. 
T h e '' D u n e d i n ' ' shackled another 
cable and forged ahead whi le the 
" A s s i n i b o i n e " , s t i l l w i t h hoses p l a y ­
i n g , c lung tenac ious ly to the " H a n ­
n o v e r ' s " flank. T h u s the strange 
convov passed the first n ight . 

W i t h the new d a y came a new 
w o r r y . T h e " A s s i n i b o i n e " was d a n ­
gerously low on fuel , b u t it was 
decided the destroyer must s tand b y 
u n t i l condit ions were more favorable . 
T h e r e fo l lowed another n ight of 
anxious v i g i l . T h e destroyer was then 
forced to par t c o m p a n y a n d replenish 
her tanks , r e turn ing w i t h a l l possible 
speed. 

T h e rough state of the sea cont inued 
a n d the " H a n n o v e r ' s " ant ics at the 
end of the tow l ine were a n ightmare . 
Sometimes the tow cable w o u l d be 
slack, then, as the vessels p lunged , i t 
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L E T T E R TO T H E EDITOR w o u l d snap to a g l i s ten ing s t r a i g h t -
ness, t aut as a v i o l i n s t r ing . 

•
O n the f our th d a y of the tow, the 

t r a i n of the unre lent ing h a r d w o r k 
a n d anx ie ty was t e m p o r a r i l y re l ieved. 
A s t a u n c h fo l lower of the N a z i p a r t y 
w i t h o u t w a r n i n g j u m p e d overboard 
f rom the " D u n e d i n " a n d set out 
s w i m m i n g s trongly , a p p a r e n t l y for 
the F a t h e r l a n d . H e ignored the life 
preservers t h r o w n to h i m , so the 
' ' A s s i n i b o i n e " lowered a wha ler a n d 
p i c k e d up the G e r m a n . A n exchange 
of s ignals between the ships wrote the 
f inal lines to the comic inter lude . 
" D u n e d i n " s i gna l l ed : 

" M A N H A S P E R S E C U T I O N M A N I A 

A N D H A S B E E N T R Y I N G T H I S F O R 

D A Y S . Y O U H A D B E T T E R W A T C H 

O U T . H E I L H I T L E R ! " 

" A s s i n i b o i n e " r ep l i ed : 

H A V E T H R E E L I F E B U O Y S , T W O 

W T H I T E , O N E R E D , A N D O N E 

G E R M A N W H O W A N T S T O B E 

S H O T . G E R M A N IS I N S P U D 

L O C K E R A S W E A R E O U T O F 

S P U D S . " 

T h e d ivers ion over w i t h , the voyage 
was cont inued w i t h o u t further in ter ­
r u p t i o n . S l o w l y the des t inat i on , 
K i n g s t o n H a r b o r , was approached . 

f B u t the quest ion remained as to how 
to get the unmanageable " H a n n o v e r " 
in to port w i t h o u t tugs. T h e task was 
achieved w i t h superb seamanship . 

* # * E a r l y i n the m o r n i n g of the fifth 
d a y , the c onvoy was jus t outside the 
harbor . " D u n e d i n " cast off her t o w 
a n d " A s s i n i b o i n e " ran alongside the 
m e r c h a n t m a n i n an endeavor to get 
her stern to the swel l . T h i s manoeuvre 
fa i led . T h e cruiser then secured her¬

> self to the port side of the " H a n ­
n o v e r " whi le the " A s s i n i b o i n e " took 
s i m i l a r act ion on the s tarboard side. 
Between t h e m the two ships edged 
the ir l u r c h i n g prisoner in to harbor at 
six knots , per forming evolut ions en 
route t h a t left the horr i f ied harbor 
master breathless. 

B y mid-a f ternoon the merchant¬
* m a n , w i t h fires comple te ly e x t i n ­

guished, was safely secured off the 
J a m a i c a Y a c h t C l u b . T h e exhausted 
a n d fire-scorched crews cou ld now 
rest, the worr i ed commanders relax. 
T h e i r salvage operat ion was later 
described b y the C o m m a n d e r i n 
Ch ie f , W e s t Indies S t a t i o n , as a " feat 

f^of seamanship of w h i c h officers a n d 
' i j m e n i n b o t h ships can be j u s t l y 

p r o u d . " 

* T h e " H a n n o v e r " p roved a useful 
p r i z e ; she later sailed again as the 
<'Empire A u d a c i t y . " 

20 Norham Road North, 
North Shields, 
Northumberland, 
England. 

D e a r S i r : 

R e c e n t l y when s t a y i n g i n L o n d o n , I 
happened to f ind mysel f p laced at 
breakfast next to a l a d y w h o m I 
d iscovered to be a C a n a d i a n . I at 
once asked her if she h a d heard of a 
sh ip of the R C N , n a m e l y H M C S " S t . 
L a u r e n t . " T h e l a d y repl ied , " S u r e l y 
y o u mean ' S a l l y R a n d ' " . T h e out ­
come of our conversat ion is th is letter 
to y o u , w i t h the hope t h a t y o u m a y 
be able to p i c k out a passage or two 
for T h e " C r o w s n e s t . " 

A f t e r spending a lmost two years 
i n the R o y a l N a v y , I was transferred 
on loan to the R C N , a n d , as a R a d i o 
M e c h a n i c , j o ined the " S a l l y " i n 
L o n d o n d e r r y i n December 1942. I n 
her I served for three glorious a n d 
unforgettable years. 

I felt rather scared as the t r u c k 
d u m p e d me alongside — not of de­
stroyer l i fe, for I h a d a l ready served i n 
H M S " L e g i o n , " but of the personnel 
I was to meet. W h a t k i n d of people 
were these C a n a d i a n s ? H o w d i d life 
differ f rom t h a t i n our ships ? H o w 
w o u l d I , an outsider , be we lcomed ? 

A f t e r meet ing the C o x s w a i n , w h o 
h a d never heard of such an a n i m a l as 
a R a d i o M e c h . , I was f ina l ly sett led 
i n the fore-lower mess w i t h the tels. , 
sigs., etc. A s I l ooked a r o u n d at a l l the 
marve l l ous beards (becoming more 
apprehensive t h a n ever) , one te l . , 
about s ix -and-a -ha l f feet t a l l , came up 
a n d sa id , " I ' m ' T i n y ' — w e l c o m e to 
' S a l l y ' . " I was in t roduced ' r o u n d the 
mess, a n d at once m y fears were 
d i spe l l ed ; here was the h a n d of 
f r iendship a n d no mis take . I sha l l 
never forget the kindness shown me 
b y " t h e b o y s . " 

A f t e r an excellent supper (I h a d 
rare ly seen one l ike i t ) , I was shown 
over the ship , the W T office a n d the 
R D / F cabins (as they were then 
k n o w n ) . I was i n i t i a t e d in to the 
myster ies of do l lars a n d cents, of 
Sweet C a p s , L u c k y St r ikes a n d 
Chesterf ields, of poker , g u m , sweet 
corn — i n fact , " t h e w o r k s . " M u r r a y 
Shirr i f f was m y guide i n these matters , 
b u t everyone was he lp fu l i n m a k i n g 
me feel at home. 

T h e fo l l owing m o r n i n g I was rea l ly 
conv inced w h a t a h a p p y ship this 
w a s : T h e F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t going 
rounds a n d h a v i n g a j oke w i t h the 
hands as they w o r k e d — a lways f u l l 
of encouragement — here was the 
proof. Somehow i n the Service the 

" N u m b e r O n e " a lways seems to 
acquire a name for himself , bu t here 
was one m a n w h o never h a d cause to 
"use the w h i p . " T h e men w o u l d do 
a n y t h i n g for h i m , a n d w i t h a good 
heart . I k n o w how sorry the ship 's 
c o m p a n y rea l l y was w h e n e v e n t u a l l y 
he was a p p o i n t e d elsewhere. 

I t h i n k i t was on D e c e m b e r 17, 
1942, w h e n we sai led for " N e w f y , " 
escort ing c o n v o y O N S 154. Those 
l i t t l e fighting ships i n c o m p a n y w i l l 
a lways l ive i n m y memories — " C h i l l i -
w a c k , " " B a t t l e r o r d , " " K e n o g a m i , " 
" N a p a n e e " a n d " S h e d i a c . " W h a t a 
t r i p ! I w o n ' t a t t e m p t to describe i t 
here. I ' l l jus t s i m p l y say i t was a 
n i g h t m a r e . 

A n d so on throughout m y life i n 
" S a l l y , " great days w i t h m e n w h o 
were a lways he lp fu l a n d u n d e r s t a n ­
d i n g . I a m p r o u d to have served 
under such men as Stephen , P u l l e n , 
W i n d e y e r , B o u l t o n a n d S t i r l i n g — 
men w h o were a lways the essence of 
f a i rp lay , a n d to w h o m one c o u l d 
t a l k , a n d f r o m w h o m one c o u l d 
receive sound adv ice on a lmost a n y 
prob lem, either i n or outs ide the 
Serv ice . 

I suppose I c ou ld w r i t e a book if I 
were to inc lude a l l the notable i n c i ­
dents I reca l l , or dwe l t at a n y length 
on personnel , b u t a few m a y be w o r t h 
a s m a l l m e n t i o n : 

T h a t J a n u a r y a r r i v a l i n " N e w f y , " 
w i t h the messdeck covered to a 
depth of two feet w i t h wrapp ings 
f rom C h r i s t m a s parcels . . . or t h a t 
wel l -uphols tered C o x s w a i n , C P O 
W a l d r o n . . . a n d t h a t memorab le 
occasion w h e n C d r . Stephen tore his 
cap to r ibbons a n d shouted himsel f 
hoarse w h e n a cer ta in U - B o a t was 
destroyed . . . a n d of the P O W r i t e r 
a n d mysel f t a k i n g charge of shore 
patro ls i n " N e w f y " w h e n the other 
chaps w a n t e d a r u n ashore. 

I s t i l l cherish a leather sheath for 
m y kni fe w h i c h is " s u i t a b l y i n ­
s c r i b e d . " C P O A b r a h a m , the G u n n e r ' s 
M a t e , m u s t have spent a l ong t ime 
m a k i n g i t . 

F i n a l l y , if a n y officer or r a t i n g w h o 
was i n " S a l l y " w i t h me w o u l d care to 
wr i te , I shou ld be de l ighted to answer 
a l l letters . 

N o w m a y I send m y w a r m e s t 
wishes to a l l ships ' personnel , b o t h 
past a n d present, a n d a v e r y " p u s s e r " 
salute a n d t h a n k y o u , R C N . 

Y o u r s s incerely , 
S T A N L E Y T O M L I N S O N , 

Ex. PO Radio Mechanic 
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Bugs Are Their Business 
Hospital Lab Staffs Render Valuable Assistance 

to Naval Medical Officers 

A V E y o u got a cure for w h i c h 
there is no disease ? 

N o t l i k e l y , but if y o u s h o u l d f ind 
one, and happen to be serv ing i n 
E s q u i m a l t , take i t a l ong to the 
laboratory of the R C N H o s p i t a l at 
" N a d e n " . T h e y u n d o u b t e d l y w i l l find 
a disease to fit the cure. 

It is there that the medica l officer is 
assisted in a r r i v i n g at a diagnosis or 
has his diagnosis conf i rmed. T o the 
laboratory , s i tuated in a w i n g of the 
D e n t a l b u i l d i n g and across the road 
f r o m the hosp i ta l , come innumerab le 
samples of a l l k inds for analys is a n d 
check ing . B l o o d , ur ine , tissue fluids, 
i n f l a m m a t o r y discharges and m a n y 
other specimens get a thorough once­
over to assist the doctor in d e t e r m i n ­
ing the cause of i l lness. 

C a r r y i n g out this often interest ing 
and a lways i m p o r t a n t w o r k is a staff 
of three — S u b - L i e u t . ( N u r s i n g T e c h ­
nician) D o r o t h y L o t t , P e t t y Officer 
I v a n W r i g h t and A b l e S e a m a n K e n ­
neth J a c k s o n . 

In their d a i l y dealings w i t h m i ­
crobes, parasites , fungus growths , bac­
ter ia a n d viruses, the lab workers 
must use the u tmost caut ion to ensure 
that their l i t t l e charges don ' t escape. 
A l t h o u g h i t is he ld possible t h a t 

people m a y a t t a i n , through constant 
association, a degree of i m m u n i t y to 
m a n y of the diseases, precautions are 
never re laxed, if for no other reason 
than the v e r y good one t h a t a lab 
worker cou ld conce ivab ly become the 
carr ier of a germ. 

B l o o d tests alone account for a 
large v o l u m e of the w o r k in the lab . 
B l o o d m a y be tested for chemica l 
content ( iron, c a l c i u m , sugar, etc.) or 
for number , size and q u a l i t y of red 
cells and w h i t e cells. T h e r e are m a n y 
different types of w h i t e cells a n d a 
preponderance of one type m a y i n d i ­
cate a c ond i t i on or disease being 
present. V a r i a t i o n s in ur ine , as we l l as 
in b lood and s p u t u m , m a y indicate 
disease and a l l are g iven exhaust ive 
and special ized e x a m i n a t i o n . 

" W e c a r r y out some b iochemis t ry 
tests (the chemis t ry of l i v i n g pro ­
cesses in the h u m a n b o d y ) ' ' , says 
P e t t y Officer W r i g h t , " a n d also the 
s t u d y of t rop i ca l diseases, w h i c h is 
inc luded in paras i to logy . T o enable us 
to c a r r y out the exact ing a n d often 
unspectacular rout ine of the lab , we 
have a n u m b e r of machines and i n ­
s truments — some the finest of the 
k i n d in the c i t y . 

" F o r ins tance " , he went on , " there 

is a centri fuge here that w h i r l s at a 
speed of 60,000 revo lut ions per minute , 
or faster t h a n the speed of a s ix - inch 
shell . A r m o u r - p l a t e d for safety, i t 
separates var ious l iqu ids in to c o m ­
ponent parts . A n o t h e r ins t rument , 
the co lourimeter , determines a lmost 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y the strength of an 
u n k n o w n so lut ion b y colour c o m ­
parison w i t h a k n o w n q u a n t i t y . 

" D e l i c a t e scales, so fine they weigh 
a ha i r , a n d w h i c h even dust can 
throw off balance, ensure precis ion 
weighing. A hydrogen ion meter, 
wh i ch measures the a l k a l i n i t y or 
a c i d i t y of substances, results in a 
great s a v i n g of t i m e . " 

In t r i ca te l o o k i n g microscopes are 
used to probe the innermost secrets of 
the deadly microbes a n d some of the 
patterns revealed on the slides are 
start f ingly beaut i fu l . 

Off f rom the a r r a y of test tubes, 
y a r d s of glass t u b i n g , the bott les and 
beakers, are two incubators , m a i n ­
ta ined cons tant ly at body temper ­
ature, a n d a refrigerator. In the 
incubators , cultures are grown in 
var ious m e d i a to determine the s t ra in 
or type of organism, wh i l e the 
refr igerator preserves those so g rown 
for later s tudy . Once grown , however , 
the l i v i n g germs must be destroyed . 

In another room a l l cul tures , as 
we l l as the tools of the trade, such as 
bottles, slides, tubes a n d beakers, are 
ster i l ized or autoc laved under intense 
heat or l ive steam. Some are sterfized, 
washed a n d baked a second t ime to 
ensure complete absence of c o n t a m i ­
nat i on . A l s o in the s ter i l i z ing room is 
a d is t i l l er , w h i c h keeps on h a n d a 
p lent i fu l supp ly of d i s t i l l ed water , the 
on ly k i n d permi t ted in solut ions . 

T h e w o r k at the lab is b r o k e n u p 
into three d iv i s i ons . S u b - L i e u t . L o t t 
handles bacter io logy , w h i l e P e t t y 
Officer W r i g h t is presently do ing 
h e m a t o l o g y (s tudy of blood) a n d 
b iochemistry . A b l e Seaman J a c k s o n , 
now undergoing a course, w i l l take 
over haemato logy on its c omple t i on . 

In a d d i t i o n to the lab rout ine , the 
staff also gives three weeks of i n ­
s t ruc t i on and prac t i ca l w o r k to a l l 
medica l assistants in the C o m m a n d , 
so tha t the M A s have a background of 
lab experience for future reference. 

Sub-Lieut. (Nursing Technician) Dorothy Lott shows AB Kenneth Jackson, a laboratory 
assistant, a particularly interesting design she has come across on one of the "culture" slides she 
is checking in the laboratory of the R C X hospital at Esquimalt. (E-10371). 
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Petty Officer Ivan Wright is shown working 
at an'automatic burette, used for titrating 
substances. Here he is checking the alkalinity 
of a fluid for clinical use. (E-10370). 

" A l t h o u g h the w o r k is most ly 
rout ine and very exact ing in n a t u r e " , 
says M i s s L o t t , " i t is also h i g h l y 
sa t i s fy ing a n d sometimes even f u n " . 

M i s s L o t t , w h o was w i t h the 
W R C N S d u r i n g the w a r , took a 
D V A L a b o r a t o r y course on discharge 
and entered the R C N in J a n u a r y 1949. 

E D I T O R ' S N O T E : — The "Naden" labor­
atory has its counterpart in the R C N Hospital 
laboratory at Halifax, performing exactly 
the same functions in the Atlantic Command. 

" S H E A R W A T E R " G R O U P 
T O S T A G E NEW P L A Y 

T h e " S h e a r w a t e r P l a y e r s , " an 
enterpr is ing group of amateur thea­
t r i ca l enthusiasts , w i l l present their 
second produc t i on , " S p r i n g t i m e for 
H e n r y , " at the R C N A i r S t a t i o n 
M a r c h 2, 3 and 4. 

T h e group 's first venture , " D e a r 
R u t h , " was staged last December and 
p layed to capac i ty audiences. Its 
success great ly encouraged the group 
in its efforts to provide enter ta inment 
in the field of the leg i t imate theatre 
and to discover and develop talent 
w i t h i n the R C N . 

T h e idea of f o r m i n g an amateur 
stage c o m p a n y sprang up last s u m ­
mer, when several theatre fans from 
" S h e a r w a t e r " were asked to help in 
the H a l i f a x B i - c e n t e n a r y program. A 
few weeks later , a general meet ing was 
cal led of a l l those at the a i r s tat ion 
interested in the theatre . 

A n executive was elected and plans 
were la id for the first p r o d u c t i o n . 
Those elected to office were : H o n o r a r y 
president , C a p t a i n E . W . F i n c h -
N o y e s ; c h a i r m a n , C P O R o b e r t D a l l e y ; 
v i c e - c h a i r m a n , L i e u t . S tephen D e r b y ­

sh ire ; treasurer, M r s . M a r g a r e t M a x ­
wel l ; p r o d u c t i o n manager , C P O 
Char les L o w m a n . 

T h e first p lay was cast under the 
d i rec t i on of M r . R . K e h o e , a c i v i l i a n 
employee at the base, and produced 
by C P O L o w m a n . C P O D a l l e y is 
d i rec t ing the second and L i e u t . D e r b y ­
shire is stage manager . T h e cast 
includes P O D . W . S. Cooke , L i e u t . 
B r i a n D a w b u r n , M r s . M a r i o n D o -
her ty and M r s . M a r g a r e t M a x w e l l . 

D u r i n g product ions , the other m e m ­
bers of the group read p lays under the 
supervis ion of M r s . L o u v a i n L o w m a n 
a n d M r s . B e t t y B r o w n . In this w a y , 
good plays are selected and acting* 
experience is gained — C. L, 

BOOK R E V I E W 
T H E B I S M A R K E P I S O D E 

by Captain Russel Grenfell , R . N . 

" T h e B i s m a r k E p i s o d e " has a l l the 
ingredients of a good sea tale. T h o u g h 
the s i tuat ions are not a lways s imple , 
the story is to ld in a s t ra ight forward , 
easy to read manner . It is fu l l of 
technical details of interest to nava l 
experts, yet is so w r i t t e n that the l ay 
reader can easi ly understand each 
phase of the exc i t ing event as i t 
unfolds. 

C a p t a i n Grenfe l l ' s candour gives 
the reader confidence in his deduct ions 
and opinions . W h e n he feels c r i t i c a l of 
a n y part of the B r i t i s h conduct in this 
operat ion , he does not hesitate to say 
so, and b l u n t l y . 

Poss ib ly the greatest interest in 
this nava l epic centres around what: 
were t h e n new tac t i ca l weapons, 
almost unt r i ed in that type of sea 
w a r f a r e — r a d a r and n a v a l a v i a t i o n . 
W i t h o u t use of these two weapons, 
the " B i s m a r k " w o u l d never have been 
brought to ac t i on . If H M S " S u f f o l k " , 
using her " n e w " radar , h a d not been 
able to shadow the " B i s m a r k " . . . if 
the n a v a l a i r c ra f t from H M S " A r k 
R o y a l " h a d not re- located, shadowed 
a n d c r ipp led the enemy w i t h a irborne 
torpedoes . . . then , the reader is left 
to conclude that the " B i s m a r k " 
w o u l d have escaped. 

T h e G e r m a n s were frequen t l y 
g u i l t y of f a i l ing to appreciate their 
opponents correct ly . In this case, they 
seem to have made a poor analys is of 
the potent ia l i t ies of the new tact i ca l 
weapons, p a r t i c u l a r l y of n a v a l a v i a ­
t ion . 

It is interest ing to read how, as 
early as 1941, n a v a l a i r and surface 
forces were w o r k i n g in close h a r m o n y . 
Perhaps there is a lesson here that , 
near ly nine years later , we shou ld t r y 
not to forget. — / / . A 7 . R. 

(Published by Faber and Faber Ltd. , 24 
Russell Square, London. Distributed in 
Canada by the British Book Service, Adelaide 
St., Toronto. Price $3.75.) 

C O R R E C T I O N 

On page 36 of the Christmas issue of 
The "Crowsnest," the review of the 
book, "The Blue Circle Gang," listed 
the publisher as Collins. It should have 
been Thomas Nelson and Sons. 

A busy place these days is the School of Naval Aircraft Maintenance at the R C N Air 
Station, Dartmouth. Besides the usual training and refresher courses for air maintenance person­
nel, the S N A M has been called on to provide conversion courses for men transferring to the new 
rates established when the Naval Airman Branch was instituted last year. The school, started 
in the summer of 1948, now has about 100 men under training and a staff of 25, plus 11 mainten­
ance personnel. Staff members are shown in the above photo. (DNS —2200). 
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The clatter and banging of breech blocks and shells, the shouted orders and reports give the 
newcomer to the gun battery the impression that he has stepped into a madhouse. It isn't long, 
however, before he finds that there is order to it all and that in this case, at least, noise and 
efficiency go hand in hand. Above, a gun's crew goes through its paces at the twin 4.7-inch mount­
ing in the gun battery at "Naden. " (E-10742.) 

C A L M AND CHAOS 
T h e sounds of " u t t e r a n d complete 

b e d l a m " e m a n a t i n g f r o m the lower 
deck of a three-storey b r i c k s t ruc ture 
in H M C S " N a d e n " prov ide an odd 
contrast to the a i r of c a l m quiet pre ­
v a i l i n g on the top level of the same 
b u i l d i n g ; wh i l e on the m a i n deck, in 
between these two extremes, officers 
a n d men go about the ir a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i v e a n d executive dut ies w i t h a p ­
parent unconcern for the uproar below 
and the t r a n q u i l i t y above. 

T h i s strange state of affairs be­
comes understandable w i t h the 
exp lanat ion that the b u i l d i n g is the 
G u n n e r y T r a i n i n g C e n t r e , W e s t 
Coast . T h r o u g h its ha l l owed hal ls 
have passed thousands of a sp i r ing 
gunners, t ra ined a n d ready to take 
their places at the gunnery contro ls of 
the fleet. 

T h e G T C was b u i l t d u r i n g the war , 
in answer to a requirement for a school 
large enough to accommodate the m a n y 
classes of new entries a n d of gunnery 
men q u a l i f y i n g for h igher rates. 

H e a v y ca l ibre guns a n d shoot ing 
appl iances occupy the numerous bays 
s t re t ch ing the length of the lower 
d e c k — o f f i c i a l l y k n o w n as the " G u n 
B a t t e r y " . 

It is here that the novice to the 
gunnery w o r l d gains an i n t r o d u c t i o n 
to ships ' a r m a m e n t a n d later acquires 
a thorough knowledge of the weapons 
he w i l l handle . 

O n the m a i n deck are f ound the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and regulat ing offices. 
In a d d i t i o n to the regular business of 
the school , the gunnery programs for 
the Paci f i c F leet are w o r k e d out here. 
T h e remainder of this deck is taken up 

w i t h large a n d a i r y classrooms a n d a 
spacious theatre for pro jec t ing i n ­
s t ruc t i ona l films. 

T h e upper deck, w i t h the except ion 
of a smal l port ion for the Photograph!] 
Sect ion , is made up of classrooms for 
Surface G u n n e r y , R a d a r a n d A m ­
m u n i t i o n . 

A recent upsurge in able seamen 
q u a l i f y i n g in the gunnery branch has 
taxed the c o m p a r a t i v e l y s m a l l i n ­
s t ruc t i ona l staff to the l i m i t . H o w ­
ever, th is s i t u a t i o n w i l l g r a d u a l l y be 
remedied as more G u n n e r y Instructors 
complete their W h a l e I s land course 
a n d take up t r a i n i n g duties i n the 
G T C . 

T h e r e are at present more t h a n 120 
men undergoing ins t ruc t i on , w i t h the 
average class consist ing of about ten 
m e n . 

" N o rest for the w i c k e d " is a m p l y 
proven w h e n an i n s t r u c t o r finds h i m ­
self free for the d a y . H e is i m m e d i a t e ­
l y detai led to assist L i e u t . F r e d e r i c k 
L i t t l e , F i r s t G u n n e r y Officer, in i n ­
s t a l l i n g the latest in i n s t r u c t i o n a l aids 
throughout the school . 

G u i d i n g the fortunes of the W e s t 
C o a s t G u n n e r y T r a i n i n g C e n t r e is 
L i e u t . - C d r . J . W . M c D o w e l l , w h o 
holds the d u a l a p p o i n t m e n t of Officer-
i n - C h a r g e , G T C , a n d G u n n e r y Officer 
W e s t Coast . A s s i s t i n g h i m are L i e u t . 
L i t t l e , L i e u t . G . J . B r o c k h u r s t , M r . 
W . N . H o l m e s , G u n n e r , and M r . 
D a v i d Scot t , G u n n e r . T h i r t e e n G u n ­
nery Instructors a n d five F i r s t C lass 
Rates w h o serve as s u b - i n s t r u c ­
tors r o u n d out a capable staff respon­
sible for the careers of m a n y asp i r ing 
" g u n n e r s . " 

I t is obvious w h y the staff personnel 
at the G T C are p r o u d of the Schoo l 
a n d the j ob they are d o i n g : P l a y i n g a 
b i g p a r t in b u i l d i n g C a n a d a ' s N a v y i n 
peacet ime is no mean achievement . 

The staff and some of the classes under training, shown in front of the Gunnery Training Centre, H M C S "Naden, " Esquimalt. 
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T H E CANADIAN ARMY 

A Tough Grind 

A c c o r d i n g to R . K i p l i n g , E s q . , i t 
was a half caste's widow who showed 
troops " t h e w a y to promot ion a n d 
p a y " b a c k i n those gay o ld days when 
" t h e W i d o w " reigned at W i n d s o r and 
a " t h i n red l ine of 'eroes" st i tched the 
E m p i r e together. B u t nowadays , w i t h 
the future l ook ing a lot more red t h a n 
rosy, i t has a l l been changed. T o d a y ' s 
career soldiers in the C a n a d i a n 
A r m y A c t i v e Force get the ir " p r o ­
m o t i o n a n d p a y " the h a r d w a y , 
keeping one eye on the official 
g r a d u a t i o n l i s t and the other on the 
masses of pamphlets , textbooks a n d 
precis issued to prepare candidates 
for p r o m o t i o n — and staff college 
entrance examinat ions . 

D u r i n g the m o n t h of J a n u a r y , 146 
officers at A r m y H e a d q u a r t e r s and 
in the five m i l i t a r y c o m m a n d s topped 
months of spare t ime s t u d y by t a k i n g 
an intens ive two-week course i n 
preparat ion for the ir staff college 
entrance examinat ions , he ld in the 
midd le of F e b r u a r y . 

A l t h o u g h staff college is the goal of 
the m a j o r i t y of A c t i v e Force Officers, 
w i t h the exception of those in the 
R o y a l C a n a d i a n A r m y P a y Corps , 
D e n t a l C o r p s a n d C h a p l a i n Corps , 
on ly a l i m i t e d n u m b e r are accepted 
each year a n d compet i t i on for the 
vacancies and the s tandards required 
for admiss ion are stiff. 

Before an officer becomes a c a n d i ­
date for staff t r a i n i n g , he must appear 
before a special board of senior 
officers who quest ion h i m on his 
general m i l i t a r y knowledge. If they 
consider h i m to be a potent ia l staff 
officer he begins his pre-staff t r a i n i n g . 
T h i s consists largely of spare t ime 
s tudy over a period of 13 months on 
such subjects as m i l i t a r y law, h i s tory , 
tact ics , a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , current affairs, 
o rganizat ion and others. T h i s is 
fol lowed b y two weeks of intens ive 
t u d y a n d later s t i l l b y pre-staff 

'examinations. 

O f the candidates who wr i t e the 
examinat ions , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 50 each 
year are selected to a t tend the 10-

m o n t h course at the C a n a d i a n Staff 
College, K i n g s t o n . Officers who pass 
the examinat ions but are not selected 
to at tend the college are not required 
to wr i te the examinat i on the fo l lowing 
year unless they wish to do so in order 
to better the ir s tand ing . 

B u t whi le pre-staff t r a i n i n g and the 
staff college are on ly for the chosen 
few, promot ion examinat ions are for 
the m a n y . A l l officers of the C a n a d i a n 
A r m y A c t i v e Force , w i t h the exception 
of chapla ins and nurs ing sisters, are 
required to qua l i f y before be ing el igible 
for promot ion f rom l ieutenant to cap ­
ta in and from capta in to major . F a i l u r e 
to qua l i f y w i t h i n the t ime l i m i t s la id 
d o w n b y the Genera l Staff B r a n c h 
m a y be considered grounds for an 
officer's ret i rement . 

A l l promot ions examinat ions con­
sist of two parts . P a r t One is k n o w n as 
" C o m m o n to a l l A r m s " and P a r t T w o , 
Spec ia l to Corps . C a n d i d a t e s for P a r t 
One prepare for the examinat ions 
w h i c h are held a n n u a l l y largely b y 
spare t ime s t u d y , wh i l e Spec ia l to 
C o r p s courses of a p p r o x i m a t e l y e ight 
weeks ' d u r a t i o n are conducted at the 
var ious corps t r a i n i n g schools. 

T H E RCAF 

"Air Mail — Special Delivery" 
T h e p o s t m a n cal ls on ly six t imes a 

y e a r at the homes of 25 D e p a r t m e n t 
of T r a n s p o r t workers on lone ly Sable 
I s l a n d , the " G r a v e y a r d of the 
A t l a n t i c " , off the N o v a S c o t i a coast. 

W h e n he does come, very often 
i t ' s in an R C A F Search a n d Rescue 
a i rcra f t . B u t usua l ly there's no chance 
for the is landers to learn m a i n l a n d 
gossip, because the plane c a n ' t l a n d , 
due to adverse weather on the lake 
at " S a b l e . " 

O n J a n u a r y 20, when seas were 
s t o r m y a n d ice lay on s t i l l waters , 
the A i r Force dropped about 400 
pounds of m a i l a n d personal parcels 
for the t i n y p o p u l a t i o n of the i s land . 
I t was the ir first m a i l since a m o n t h 
before C h r i s t m a s , b u t they cou ldn ' t 
send the i r o w n out because ice on the 
lake prevented the C a n s o bomber 
p i l o ted by F l y i n g Officer L . B . ( M i k e ) 
Pearson , of W o o d s t o c k , O n t . (no 
re lat ion to the E x t e r n a l A f fa i rs M i n i s ­
ter) f rom l a n d i n g . 

W h e n the D e p a r t m e n t of T r a n s ­
port on the east coast cannot spare 

A group of officers studying during a syndicate discussion period at the Canadian Army 
Staff College, Kingston, while preparing for their pre-staff examinations (Canadian Army Photo 
C-1013). 
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Flying Officer William Cottnani, of Toronto 
(left), and Flying Officer L. B, Pearson, of 
Woodstock, Ontario, check their cargo before 
taking off in an R C A F Canso from the Royal 
Canadian Naval Air Station at Dartmouth, 
N.S., to parachute mail and supplies to 
inhabitants of Sable Island. (DNS—2322). 

a ship to do the job , they ca l l on the 
R C A F at G r e e n w o o d , N . S . , who do 
the honors, at the same t ime ga in ing 
flying experience a n d pract i ce i n 
p a r a c h u t i n g and d r o p p i n g supplies . 
T h o u g h the m a i l s t i l l goes through to 
Sable I s land , no one has yet figured a 
prac t i ca l w a y of b r i n g i n g is land m a i l 
out by a i r when land ing is imposs ib le . 

A TRIBUTE 
The following letter, paying tribute to the late 

Lieut.-Cdr, (P) C. G. Watson, RCN, who was 
killed in a flying accident at Toronto last 
summer, was published recently in a Toronto 
newspaper. 

D e a r S i r s : 

I have just received the tragic news 
of the death of L i e u t e n a n t - C o m m a n ­
der C l i f f o rd G . ( C l u n k ) W a t s o n , w h o 
was recently k i l l e d in a flying acc ident 
in C a n a d a . O n behalf of his countless 
friends and colleagues on this side of 
the A t l a n t i c , I shou ld l ike to p a y 
t r ibute to h i m . T o those of us who 
had the honor and privi lege of serv ing 
w i t h Cl i f f , his u n f a i l i n g gaiety , his 
courage, his leadership a n d his h igh 
ideals were a constant source of 
insp i ra t i on , wh i ch helped m a n y of us 
through our darkest f l y ing days . 

P a y i n g his own w a y across the 
A t l a n t i c in the ear ly part of 1940, he 
jo ined the R o y a l N a v a l F lee t A i r 
A r m — one of the first C a n a d i a n s to 
do so. H i s sense of fun q u i c k l y e n ­
deared h i m to a l l who came in contact 
w i t h h i m , whi le he proved himsel f to 
be a p i l o t of o u t s t a n d i n g a b i l i t y . 
W h e n I passed through the same 
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flying school some months later, his 
name was a lready a b y - w o r d , and the 
highest praise instructors cou ld give 
us was, " T h a t was just about as good 
as Cl i f f W a t s o n . " 

A f t e r the serious acc ident (when 
C l i f f was a passenger in the aircraft) 
i n w h i c h C l i f f broke his back in a 
dozen places, i t was thought that he 
wou ld never be able to fly aga in . B u t 
w i t h his indomi tab le courage, Cl i f f 
insisted on c o n t i n u i n g flying albeit 
he was relegated p e r m a n e n t l y to 
second line duties. S h o r t l y afterwards, 
however, his s k i l l i n c a r r y i n g out a 
forced l a n d i n g in an a ircra f t w h i c h had 
caught fire conv inced the author i t ies 
tha t he was fit for operat ional dut ies ; 
and to C l i f f ' s great sat is fact ion , he was 
a l lowed to r e t u r n to a first-line fighter 
squadron . H e served w i t h d i s t inc t i on 
u n t i l the close of host i l i t ies . 

A f t e r the w a r some of us tr ied to 
persuade h i m to give up flying and 
take up ar t , a field in wh i ch his talent 
was considerable. B u t he a lways felt 
his place was in the air he so m u c h 
loved. 

O u r sorrow at his passing is ex­
tended to his wife and daughter , and 
to his f a m i l y , who w i l l , I know, re­
m a i n brave and steadfast, remember­
ing how much Cl i f f had to give to life, 
a n d that he gave a l l — u n s t i n t i n g l y 

and w i t h o u t a thought for h imsel f . 
C a n a d a has lost a true son and we a 
true f r iend . 

R . Bruce D u n f i e l d , 
E x - L t . - C d r . , F leet A i r A r m ? 
L o n d o n , E n g l a n d . 

Correspondence In French 
Correspondence received in F r e n c h 

is to be repl ied to i n the same 
language in every case. A l l corres­
pondence addressed to the Quebec 
P r o v i n c i a l G o v e r n m e n t , m u n i c i p a l ­
ities where the F r e n c h language is 
k n o w n to be p r e d o m i n a n t l y spoken, 
a n d i n d i v i d u a l s who are k n o w n to be 
F r e n c h speaking , is to be w r i t t e n 
in F r e n c h . 

The Canadian Chiefs of Staff are seen above as they conferred with their American counter­
parts recently in Washington. Main topic of the group was continental defence under the Norths 
Atlantic pact. Taking part were, left to right, standing, Admiral Forrest P. Sherman, Chief o^ 
US Naval Operations; Vice-Admiral H. T . W. Grant, R C N , Chief of the Naval Staff; Air Marshal 
W. A. Curtis, R C A F , Chief of the Air Staff; General Lauris Norstad, Deputy Chief of Staff, US 
Air Operations; seated, General Lawton Collins, Chief of Staff, US Army, and Lieu tenant-General 
Charles Foulkes, Chief of the General Staff, Canadian Army. (Canadian Army Photo —- Z-
5600-1). 

C K Z Cal l ing 

The Victoria naval division, H M C S 
"Malahat, " is anxious to work other 
naval divisions by W / T on Monday 
evenings from 2000 to 2200, PST, using 
the transmitters and receivers in its 
headquarters and training ship, the 
minesweeper "Sault Ste. Marie." 

"Malahat" has been allocated radio 
call sign C K Z , operating on the follow­
ing four frequencies: CKZ24 on 2410 
kilocycles, C K Z 79 on 7985 kc's, 
CKZ94 on 9480, and C K Z 35 on 13510. 



St. TSfccr̂  Meets St. Stephen 
Remember the Christmas when young Rudolph led 
Santa's reindeer and sleigh 'cause his nose was so red? 
You know that the reason was fog on the ground 
And Til bet that you thought they got home safe and sound. 
But this is what happened and take it from me 
'Twas well the "St. Stephen" was still out at sea. 

He was on his way home and travelling light 
His cargo he'd landed throughout the long night, 
And settled all snug in his robes warm and deepr 

Believe it or not, Santa fell fast asleep. 
Young Rudolph was feeling important and gay 
To think that his nose had shown Santa the way. 
He bounded and pranced like a naughty young pup 
But shortly discovered his nose was iced up. 
Dasher took the controls but wouldn't you know 
They were far out at sea and flying too low. 
He pointed his nose to the sky to begin 
A quick climb aloft but the sleigh took a spin. 
Santa woke with a jerk, took a quick look about, 
Unfastened the traces and gave a loud shout, 
"On Dasher, On Dancer, I'm counting on you 
To land the team safely, and young Rudolph, too.'1 

The reinder sprang up ere they had time to think 
On what would occur when he fell in the drink. 
But circling over the spot where he went, 
They saw the uSt. Stephen" to rescue was bent. 
"Al\ hands on deck!" the duty watch cried, 
"St. Nick is in trouble! he's over the side!" 
Double-quick they turned to, threw over the net — 
It landed the little man sputtering and wet! 
They gave him a toddy and drew a hot tub, 
Took his suit to be dried, gave his whiskers a rub. 
Polished buckle and buttons until they shone bright. 
Dried the fur on his boots, for his pipe furnished light. 
And quickly a signal to shore was despatched 
To tell how St. Nick from the ocean was snatched: 
"Have picked up survivor of reindeer-drawn craft 
Who bailed out at sea with his sleigh for a raft. 
S. Claus is his name — but his number unknown 
Request news of safety be sent to his home." 
How proudly she came into harbor that night 
With one V.I.P. on the bridge in plain sight. 

And when he got home to his wife, he said, "Pet, 
If it weren't for 'St. Stephen' I'd be floating 'round yet." 

b y H . M . S . W . 
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