


It is more than twelve months since I last directed a message to 
the fleet through the medium of the " Crowsnest". 

The Navy is stronger, in every way, than it was in November 
1948 when the first issue of this magazine was distributed to the fleet. We have 
gained in numbers, in training facilities, and in experience. Above all, we have 
faced our difficulties squarely and in public. 

In placing orders for new ships, foundations are being laid for 
the years to come. 

Each officer and man will have his part to play and to this end 
a thorough understanding of the Navy's purpose is essential. 

Our job, simply expressed, is to help guarantee the Freedom of 
the Seas, to be ready and able to play a mans part in preserving peace on earth 
and, if need be, to prevent by all means in our power the flames of war from touch­
ing Canadian homes. This is a large order, and a noble responsibility demanding 
the best that each individual has to give. Loyalty, physical fitness, a sense of 
duty, enthusiasm and teamwork have been the qualities of good seamen down the 
ages. The need for these qualities has not changed. 

It is fitting that these matters should be emphasized at Christmas­
time, for the spirit of goodwill and understanding which finds expression at this 
time of year is founded on those things which it is our duty and purpose to keep 
alive. 

To all who have the honour of wearing the Naval uniform and to 
all others associated with us, I wish the merriest Christmas season and a Happy 
New Year. 

(H. 1. W. Grant) 
Vice-Admiral RCN 
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The Christmas Cover — T o C a n a d i a n sailors a w a y from home, 
there is n o t h i n g more symbo l i c of C h r i s t m a s than the tree. Often 
on board ship each mess has its own gai ly-decora ted evergreen, 
and i t has become a universa l cus tom for vessels i n por t to hoist 
trees a t thei r mastheads. Here , wh i l e the cap ta in a n d N o . 1 look 
on , four seamen make a real job of festooning the mast a n d y a r d -
a r m of a T r i b a l C lass destroyer. 

O u r C h r i s t m a s cover was pa in ted especial ly for T h e " C r o w s -
nes t" b y L i e u t . - C d r . C . A . ( T o n y ) L a w , D S C , R C N . L i e u t . - C d r . 
L a w d is t inguished himself d u r i n g the Second W o r l d W a r whi l e 
serv ing in moto r torpedo boats in the E n g l i s h C h a n n e l , and 
became wide ly k n o w n , as we l l , as an official war a r t i s t who 
special ized in p a i n t i n g scenes i n v o l v i n g M T B s . 

L i e u t . - C d r . L a w has con t inued to add to his repu ta t ion as an 
ar t i s t since the wa r a n d T h e " C r o w s n e s t " considers itself bo th 
for tunate a n d flattered in hav ing for its C h r i s t m a s cover this 
p roduct of his ta lented brush . 

Technically speaking, this is the Janu­
ary issue of The "Crowsnest." However, 
it was decided to try to produce, 
instead, a special Christmas number and 
have it in the hands of the Fleet before 
December 25. 

This necessitated an advancement of 
the deadline date and a general speed­
up in the collection of material and the 
processes of production. It also meant 
that special Yuletide features in the 
form of articles and illustrations had to 
be rounded up. 

Thanks to the whole-hearted co­
operation of all concerned—correspon­
dents, feature writers, artists, engravers 
and printers—the issue was got to­
gether and came rolling off the press two 
weeks ahead of what would normally 
have been the publication date. 

This, we hope, has allowed sufficient 
time for the Christmas "Crowsnest" to 
reach all ships and establishments ahead 
of the little old man with the long white 
beard. 

To those whose efforts have made 
this possible, we wish to express our 
thanks. 

To them and to all our readers go our 
very best wishes for a 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

and a 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
The Editors 

SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
If is now possible to subscribe (or 

personal copies of the "Crows-
nest" at the rate of $1 a year for 
12 issues. 

Persons desirous of receiving 
their own private copies by mail 
should send their orders, accom­
panied by cheque or money order 
made out to the Receiver General 
of Canada, to: — 

THE KING'S PRINTER, 

75 ST. PATRICK STREET 

O T T A W A , ONT. 
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The Year in Review 
T h e l aunch ing of Canada ' s largest 

peacetime nava l sh ip -bu i ld ing pro­
gram . . . the re-opening of " C o r n -
w a l l i s " as a new en t ry t ra in ing centre 
. . . three rescue operat ions . . . the 
i n t roduc t ion of the new advancemen t 
s t ruc ture a n d the sweeping changes 
i t entai led . . . the inves t iga t ions a n d 
report of the M a i n g u y C o m m i s s i o n 
. . . cruises to the A r c t i c and semi-
tropics . . . " C r e s c e n t ' s " dash to the 
F a r K a s t . . . an increase in the tempo 
of j o i n t t r a in ing and exercises w i t h 
the U S N 

These were among the major h igh­
l ights i n the R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y ' s 
d i a r y for 1949. 

T h e p rogram to expand accommo­
da t ion ashore went ahead at a good 
pace. W o r k was under way on the new 
bar racks b lock at " S t a d a c o n a " and 
marr ied quarters were sp r ing ing up at 
Eas te rn Passage, " C o r n w a l l i s , " E s q u i -
mal t and at smal le r s tat ions. 

A t t e n t i o n was g iven , also, to a ccom­
modat ion afloat. The destroyer 
" S i o u x , " due to re-commission in 
J a n u a r y , has had a number of changes 
made in her l i v i n g and ea t ing spaces. 
These include the in t roduc t ion of 
cafeteria messing, separate d in ing 
quarters and folding bunks . T h e 
" S i o u x " w i l l be the first destroyer, 
B r i t i s h or C a n a d i a n , to embody these 
systems and the exper iments in her 
w i l l be watched w i t h considerable 
interest . 

The re were major changes in the 
personnel p ic ture . T h e new rat ing 
s t ructure , i n t r o d u c i n g two new rates 
- C h i e f P e t t y Officer 2/c a n d P e t t y 

Officer 2/c — a n d i n v o l v i n g the ad ­
vancement of large numbers of men, 
came in to effect early in the year. 
It was fol lowed b y the reorganizat ion 
of personnel admin i s t r a t i on , at H e a d ­
quarters and in t he (Commands. 
Va r ious branches also went through 
the process of reorganizat ion, keeping 

in step w i t h changing condi t ions , 
Changes in uniforms, a imed ;it 

improved comfort and appearance, 
were announced d u r i n g the year. 
S u m m e r k h a k i was approved for 
Pe t ty Officers, first class and above, 
and changes were made in t ropica l 
rig and the s ty le of seamen's blues. 

T r a i n i n g in the N a v a l D i v i s i o n s 
was placed on a specialized basis, 
w i th each of the 21 d iv i s ions being 
made responsible for a pa r t i cu la r 
subject — nava l a v i a t i o n , gunners', 
an t i -submarine , etc. 

O n the sports front, ou t s t and ing 
were the performances of Petty Officer 
E d d i e H a d d a d in re ta in ing his C a n a ­
d ian l igh tweight boxing championsh ip , 
the N a v y team from H a l i f a x in w i n ­
n ing the M a r i t i m e in termedia te hockey 
championsh ip and H M C S " D o n n a -
cona , " the M o n t r e a l N a v a l D i v i s i o n , 
in c ap tu r ing the Eas te rn C a n a d a 
intermediate football t i t le. 

H e r e is a chronological run-down of 
the year 's events : 

January 
H M C S " M a g n i f i c e n t " sailed from 

Ha l i f ax to the Un i t ed K i n g d o m to 
embark new Firef ly V ai rcraf t for 825 
Squadron . . . T h e most amb i t i ous 
spring t ra in ing cruise ever under taken 
by the R C N began on J a n u a r y 28 
when H M C Ships " O n t a r i o , " " A t h a -
b a s k a n " and " A n t i g o n i s h " left E s q u i -
mal t . The cruise, w h i c h con t inued 
through Februa ry and M a r c h , saw 
the west coast ships be ing jo ined at 
the C a n a l Zone by the " M a g n i f i c e n t " 
and " H a i d a , " from Ha l i f ax . T h e 
C a n a d i a n force then made a rendez­
vous w i t h the C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f 
A m e r i c a and W e s t Indies S q u a d r o n , 
in H M S ' 'C . lasgow," for in tensive 
j o i n t exercises in the C a r i b b e a n . 

February 
T w e l v e hours before she was due 

to sail on the spr ing cruise, H M C S 

Ships and men of the Royal Canadian Navy sailed north during the autumn of 1949. On 
the Pacific side the little wooden survey vessel "Cedarwood" journeyed to the rim of the polar 
ice pack (above) during a two-and-a-half month oceanographic survey cruise which covered 
nearly 10.000 miles. On the Atlantic side, the frigate "Swansea" visited ports on the east coast 
of Baffin Land and called in at Godthaab, capital of Greenland. 

Page two 



" C r e s c e n t " had received new orders. 
H e r des t ina t ion : the F a r Eas t . H e r 
m i s s i o n : to assist, if required, in the 
evacua t ion of C a n a d i a n ci t izens. She 
sailed F e b r u a r y 2 . . . " A n t i g o n i s h " 
was detached from fleet exercises to 
to take in tow the disabled C a n a d i a n 
mo to r vessel " S e e k o n k , " d r i f t ing 80 
miles south of M a g d a l e n a B a y , M e x i c o 
. . . T w e l v e R C N pi lots and observers 
were a t the San Diego N a v a l A i r 
S ta t ion for a five week course in U S N 
an t i - submar ine tact ics . . . T h e new 
s tandard ra t ing system was in t ro­
duced . . . N a v a l a v i a t i o n ground 
crews were reorganized into the N a v a l 
A i r m a n B r a n c h . 

March 
Eas t a n d west coast ships jo ined 

forces at C o l o n . . . H M C S "Cres ­
cen t " a r r ived at N a n k i n g , then sailed 
to H o n g K o n g . . . U n i f o r m changes 
were announced . . . T h e C o m m u n i ­
ca t ion branch was reorganized . . . 
C o m m o d o r e R . I. A g n e w , O B E , R C N , 
Senior C a n a d i a n N a v a l L i a i son Officer 
( L o n d o n ) , d ied M a r c h 22 . . . H a l i f a x 
N a v y won the M a r i t i m e in termedia te 
hockey t i t le . 

April 
T h e spr ing cruise was comple ted , 

east coast ships a r r i v i n g in Ha l i f ax 
A p r i l 8 and the Pacif ic uni ts reaching 
E s q u i m a l t A p r i l 28 . . . T h e y caught a 
q u i c k breather before launching into 
another large-scale c o m m i t m e n t , the 
1949 reserve t r a in ing program . . . 
H M C S ' ' P o r t a g e , " commiss ioned in 
m i d - A p r i 1 a n d b e g a n work-ups 
. . . H M S " T u d o r , " a R o y a l N a v y 
submar ine on loan to the R C N for 
an t i - submar ine t r a in ing , a r r ived at 
H a l i f a x . . . Officers and men from 
" C r e s c e n t " pa id t r ibute to C a n a d i a n 
wa r dead at H o n g K o n g . 

May 
H M C S " C o r n w a l l i s " re-opened on 

M a y 1 . . . A n average of 74 recruits 
was expected to a r r ive every two 
weeks for the new en t ry course. . . T h e 
reserve t r a in ing p rogram got under 
w a y in the la t ter par t of M a y , w i t h 
most ships of bo th commands engaged 
in t r a in ing cruises . . . Th ree ships 
were commiss ioned to assist in the 

The Navy went south, too. Ships of the 
Atlantic and Pacific commands met in the 
Canal Zone in the spring to carry out com­
bined exercises in Caribbean waters. One 
souvenir of the visits to tropical ports was the 
parakeet shown above with proud owner 
PO "Buster" Bowack on the quarterdeck of 
H M C S "Antigonish:" (OC-138-13). 

reserve p rogram, the minesweeper 
"Sau l t Ste M a r i e " and the frigate 
1 'Beacon H i l l " in the Pacif ic C o m ­
m a n d and " M L 121," slated for d u t y 
at K i n g s t o n , O n t a r i o . . . H M C S 
" P o r t a g e " sailed for the Grea t L a k e s 
. . . A u t h o r i t y was issued for a l l ships 

to wear the maple leaf on their 
funnels. 

June 
" C r e s c e n t " returned from the Far-

Eas t • - - T h e first contract in the 
R C N ' s an t i - submar ine escort ship­
b u i l d i n g program was awarded to 
C a n a d i a n V i c k e r s L i m i t e d , M o n t r e a l 
. . . H M C S " I r o q u o i s " returned to 
ac t ive sea d u t y on J u n e 24 as a t ra in ­
ing ship for R C N ( R ) Cade t s . " I ro ­
q u o i s " had been depot ship for the 
E a s t Coas t reserve fleet . . . T h e 19th 
C a r r i e r A i r G r o u p flew west from 
"Shea rwa te r " to the J o i n t A i r T r a i n ­
ing Cent re , R i v e r s , M a n i t o b a , for 
t r a in ing in g round suppor t . . . H M C S 
" C e d a r w o o d " left E s q u i m a l t for an 
oceanographic survey cruise in the 
N o r t h e r n Pacif ic and A r c t i c Oceans 
. . . T h e N a v a l Officers' Assoc ia t ion of 
C a n a d a held its first reunion, in 
Ha l i f ax . 

July 
Ships of the fleet cal led at ports on 

the Eas t and W e s t Coas t s of C a n a d a 
and the U . S . a n d went as far nor th as 
A l a s k a d u r i n g reserve t r a in ing cruises 
. . . T w o squadrons of the 18th C a r ­
rier A i r G r o u p left D a r t m o u t h for the 
U S N a v a l A i r S t a t ion at Quonset P o i n t 
for two months of combined t r a i n i n g 
w i t h the U S N . . . H M S " T u d o r " 
returned to the U n i t e d K i n g d o m a n d 
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was replaced by the " T a l l y H o , " 
another R N submar ine . . . T h e R C N 
and R C A F figured p r o m i n e n t l y in 
sav ing the l ives of two c i v i l i a n d ivers 
seized w i t h the " b e n d s " — the A i r 
Force furnishing speedy t ranspor ta­
t ion and the N a v y p rov id ing medica l 
care and t reatment in a recompression 
chamber . 

August 
A u g u s t 8-13 was N a v y W e e k on 

both coasts . . . D u r i n g the m o n t h 
the N a v y also went on show at the 
C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l E x h i b i t i o n in T o r ­
onto , the C e n t r a l C a n a d a E x h i b i t i o n 
at O t t a w a and the Pacif ic N o r t h W e s t 
E x h i b i t i o n at V a n c o u v e r . . . T h e fr i ­
gate " S w a n s e a " left H a l i f a x A u g u s t 
24 on a 6,350-mile cruise to ports on 
the east coast of Baffin I s land , to 
Green l and a n d L a b r a d o r . . . C o n ­
tracts for the const ruct ion of three 
an t i - submar ine vessels were awarded 
to H a l i f a x Sh ipya rds , C a n a d i a n 
V i c k e r s L i m i t e d a n d B u r r a r d D r y -
dock C o m p a n y , N o r t h V a n c o u v e r . . . 
Sea Cade t s from five na t ions met a t 
C a m p E w i n g , C h o i s y , P . Q . , at the 
first B r i t i s h E m p i r e c a m p in cadet 
h is tory . 

September 
T h e destroyer " C a y u g a " commis­

sioned on September 15 at E s q u i m a l t . 
She drew most of her crew from 

" A t h a b a s k a n , " which went into refit 
. . . " I r o q u o i s " was placed in reserve 
. . . F i v e new ships were added to the 

cons t ruc t ion program — four mine­
sweepers and a gate vessel . . . C o n ­
tracts foi" their cons t ruct ion were 
awarded to five different yards . . . 
" S w a n s e a " comple ted the longest 
t owing job in the h is tory of the R C N 
when she went to the a id of the R C A F 
supp ly vessel " M a l a h a t " and brought 
her safely to Goose B a y , L a b r a d o r . . . 
" C e d a r w o o d " returned from the north 
comple t ing a two-and-a-half mon th 
cruise . . . A new nava l d iv i s i on , 
C a n a d a ' s twenty-f i rs t , was commis­
sioned H M C S " C a b o t " at St . John ' s 
. . . T h e first class of new entries, 1.29 
in a l l , graduated from " C o r n w a l l i s . " 

October 
P O E d d i e H a d d a d retained his 

C a n a d i a n l ightweight box ing cham­
pionship and won a ber th on Canada ' s 
Br i t i sh E m p i r e G a m e s team . . . C o m ­
mand ing officers of Canada ' s 21 nava l 
d iv i s ions met at O t t a w a to discuss the 
reserve pic ture . . . " H a i d a " took part 
in an assault l anding exercise on the 
L a b r a d o r coast w i t h amph ib ious force 
uni t s of the U S A t l a n t i c Fleet . . . 
C a m p a i g n stars and medals were 
d i s t r ibu ted to A c t i v e Reserve and 
Permanent Force personnel . . 
H M C S " S t . S t e p h e n " began her 

th i rd year of d u t y on weather s ta t ion 
" B a k e r . " 

November 
Senior officers of the R C N held 

their annual conference at O t t a w a . . . 
T h e M a i n g u y C o m m i s s i o n ' s report 
was tabled by 1 )efence M i n i s t e r 
C l a x t o n in the House of C o m m o n s . . . 
" M a g n i f i c e n t " and " H a i d a " sailed 
from Ha l i f ax on a t ra in ing cruise to 
the Wes t Indies , . . En rou te , the 
ships were d iver ted to search for a 
miss ing U S A i r Force B - 2 9 w h i c h had 
gone down in the A t l a n t i c northeast 
of B e r m u d a . . . L e d to the spot by an 
A m e r i c a n search plane, " H a i d a " 
p icked up 18 su rv ivors of the crashed 
aircraft . . . T h e keel of the R C N ' s 
first icebreaker w as laid at So rc l , P . Q . , 
. . . Defence estimates tabled in the 
House of C o m m o n s earmarked 
S70,000,()()0 for the N a v y . . . " C r e s ­
cen t " was pa id off in to reserve . . . 
" D o n n a c o n a " won the Eas te rn C a n ­
ada in termediate footbal l champ ion ­
ship, 

December 
A l l ships in the A t l a n t i c and Pacif ic 

C o m m a n d s , w i t h the except ion of the 
"S t . S t ephen , " were alongside at 
("h rist mas. . . Special leave was 
granted, where possible, to nava l 
personnel at ei ther C h r i s t m a s or N e w 
Y e a r . . . " M a g n i f i c e n t " and " H a i d a " 
a r r ived in H a l i f a x on December 6 
from their cruise to the W e s t Indies 
. . . " S t . S t e p h e n " returned to H a l i f a x 
December 28 after a tour of d u t y on 
S ta t ion " B a k e r " . . . " H a i d a " pa id 
off in to reserve . . . " M i c m a c " carr ied 
out trials and work-ups pr ior (o 
re-joining the A t l a n t i c Coas t fleet . . . 
T h e N a v a l Research Es t ab l i shmen t , 
at H a l i f a x , came up w i t h a first in the 
scientific field when it announced the 
development of a method of protect­
ing ships ' hul l s below the water l ine 
from corros ion. T h e in fo rmat ion was 
made pub l ic after the method had been 
tested and proven on R C N ships on 
the Eas t Coas t . 

S t reng th of the N a v y increased 
s teadi ly d u r i n g the year. In the first 
10 months of 1949, the permanent 
force went from 7,575 to 9,010, the 
R C N (Reserve) from 3,044 to 3,494. 

In 194<) the Royal Canadian Navy announced the largest ship-building program in her 
peacetime history. Heading the list of the nine new construction ships on order were three 
Canadian-designed anti-submarine escort vessels, one of which is shown in an artist's sketch 
above. The R C N had also ordered four minesweepers, a gate vessel and an icebreaker. (O-1185-1). 

Page four 



Christmas in the Navy 
C h i l d r e n ' s Par t ies Fea ture Y u l e t i d e 

P r o g r a m s at East, W e s t Coas t Bases 

PACIFIC COMMAND 

Dances and parties spark I he 
C h r i s t m a s season in the Pacif ic C o m ­
mand as ships and establ ishments 
swing into the sp i r i t of " O l d Saint 
N i c k . " 

L a t e December is the usual t ime for 
this popula r enter ta inment . H M C S 
" O n t a r i o ' s " ship 's c o m p a n y wi l l 
c rowd the C r y s t a l Gardens in V i c t o r i a 
w i t h about 250 couples for a special 
C h r i s t m a s dance. 

A t the " N a d e n " Sh ip ' s C o m p a n y 
dance, the R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y 
B a n d w i l l p l ay to an expected capa-
cit v house, also in the C r y s t a l Gardens . 

C h i l d r e n ' s C h r i s t m a s part ies have 
been organized by commit tees from 
" N a d e n , " " O n t a r i o " and " R e s e r v e 
F lee t and Ships A l o n g s i d e . " 

T h e " N a d e n " ch i ldren ' s pa r ty , held 
on December 20 in the G y m n a s i u m , 
assumed the respons ib i l i ty for ch i ldren 
of men at sea or t ak ing courses a w a y 
from home, besides those of personnel 
serv ing in the barracks . M o r e than 
400 ch i ld ren , accompanied by their 
parents, shrieked to the ant ics of the 
c lowns and stood spel lbound before 
San ta C l a u s . E a c h received a present 
from San ta as we l l as a l l the candy 
fruit and nuts he could safely handle. 
Volunteers from among the single men 
in bar racks relieved the mothers of 
their l i t t le charges per iod ica l ly whi le 
refreshments were served. 

A very ac t ive par t in a r rang ing the 
pa r ty was taken b y C o m m a n d e r J . C . 
Reed , E x e c u t i v e Officer of " N a d e n , " 
assisted by P e t t y Officer S. R . W a l l a c e . 

T h e " O n t a r i o " chi ldren 's par ty was 
held in the g y m n a s i u m on the 22nd 
and enter ta ined more than 350 
youngsters. " S a n t a C l a u ^ . " in the 
person of P O " B u t c h " A d a m s , passed 
out the presents and made friends 
wi th a l l the k iddies . T h e commi t t ee 
was composed of C o m m a n d e r (S) 

J . R . Ande r son , C P O R. C r a w f o r d 
and P O H . Re ins t e in . 

A s imi la r event was staged by 
Reserve Flee t and Ships Alongs ide on 
December 23. A commit tee , made up 
of representatives from each ship and 
Reserve Flee t selected presents a n d 
arranged the enter ta inment . 

C h r i s t m a s trees in every ward , t i ny 
edit ions in the cabins and a large one 

in the main lobby give the R o y a l 
C a n a d i a n N a v y H o s p i t a l at " N a d e n " 
a cheer;- and seasonable air . Co lo r fu l 
decorat ions add to the C h r i s t m a s 
spirit in the hospi ta l for the re la t ive ly 
few pat ients whose homes are too far 
away to make the t r ip or those who 
are bedr idden. C e r t a i n up-patients , 
w i t h homes or re la t ives in the c i t y , 
have been given leave to coincide w i t h 
normal barracks rout ine. 

"Perhaps we'd better move the fire screen so it won't be in the way when Santa comes down 
the chimney." PO Bill Eastland, of Esquimalt, tells four year-old Bill Junior all about Santa 
Claus and his reindeer. 
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A Children's Party for Ships Alongside and Reserve Fleet included H M C S "Cedarwood" 
and here, CPO S. K . Smith and Lieut. N . Langham give the toy counters a thorough check-over 
as they shop for presents that will be distributed by Santa Claus. (E-10438). 

O n C h r i s t m a s D a y , caro l s inging in 
the wards , w i t h a four-piece section 
of the nava l band in at tendance, is 
expected to receive the usual spon­
taneous suppor t from pat ients a n d 
others c o m i n g to jo in the ca ro l l ing . 
C h r i s t m a s s tockings w i l l be d i s t r i bu ­
ted b y the R e d Cross as usual . 

F o r C h r i s t m a s d inner there w i l l 
be a t t r ac t i ve ly decorated t rays for the 
bed-patients, each w i t h its cup of 
candy and nuts and the C h r i s t m a s 
menu . A large table has been set up 
for the up-pat ients . 

I n d i v i d u a l place cards, candy a n d 
nu t t rays and Y u l e t i d e decorat ions 
have been p rov ided and , of course, the 
t r ad i t i ona l tu rkey and c ranber ry 
sauce. 

ATLANTIC COMMAND 
T h e R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y ' s A t l a n ­

t ic C o m m a n d took t ime out over 
C h r i s t m a s to enter ta in its k iddies . . . 
so S a n t a appeared to more than 2,000 
youngsters at " S t a d a c o n a , " A l b r o 
L a k e R a d i o S t a t i on , "Shea rwa te r , " 
" C o r n w a l l i s " and on board H M C S 
" M a g n i f i c e n t . " 

A t "Stadacona" 
S a n t a put in two appearances at the 

" S t a d " g y m n a s i u m . H e came d o w n 
the s tack December 20 to admin i s te r 
good cheer to more than 100 orphans 
f rom the H a l i f a x area and re turned 
two days later to ladle out enter ta in­
ment to the smal l fry of officers and 

C P O Sam (Santa) Short and Friend 
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men serving in the es tabl ishment . 
T h e ' 'S tadacona ' ' C h r i s t m a s parties, 

a t tended by more than 850 kiddies , 
were organized by personnel of the 
E l e c t r i c a l School , under C d r . (L) 
H . G . B u r c h e l l . T h e school came 
th rough w i t h a first-class effort and 
worked up m a n y innova t ions in the 
form of enter ta inment for the ch i ld ren . 
A s a t last year 's parties, S a n t a was 
C P O S a m Shor t , of the G u n n e r y 
School . 

A t " Shear water" 

A t the D a r t m o u t h nava l a i r s ta t ion , 
more than 100 ch i ld ren gathered in 
the Clarence P a r k R e c . H a l l for gifts, 
good things to eat and enter ta inment . 
L i e u t . (P) D o n Be thune of "Shear­
wa te r " headed the enter ta inment 
commi t t ee . 

D u r i n g the ho l iday , "Shea rwa te r " 
observed the first ann ive r sa ry of her 
commiss ion ing . T h e occasion was 
m a r k e d b y a ship 's c o m p a n y dance 
in the Recrea t ion H a l l . 

A t Albro La\e 

Some 45 youngsters were feted in 
the t h r i v i n g c o m m u n i t y at A l b r o 
L a k e N a v a l R a d i o S t a t i on , where the 

festivities were l a id on in the Recre­
a t ion Cent re . S a n t a on this occasion 
was P e t t y Officer W i l l i a m Ca r son , of 
T o r o n t o . L i e u t . Char les W . F l e m i n g , 
Off icer- in-Charge of the S t a t i on , co­
ord ina ted the C h r i s t m a s effort. 

A t "Cornwallis" 
Sounds of C h r i s t m a s f rol ickings 

also emanated f rom H M C S " C o r n ­
wal l is"-— the t r a in ing centre near 
D i g b y , N o v a Sco t i a , where last year 
ch i l l winds held sway over a deserted 
v i l l age . 

Here more than 100 families brought 
their youngsters to a special p a r t y i n 
the C h i e f and P O s ' " g a l l e y , " where 
Y u l e t i d e amenit ies were adminis te red 
to the ch i ld ren in true nava l t ra­
d i t i o n . 

E a r l i e r a " K l o n d y k e N i g h t " was 
held in order to raise funds for the 
chi ldren 's pa r ty . T h e fest ivi t ies were 
topped off w i t h a jo in t ship 's c o m p a n y 
dance in the gal ley on the 23rd for a l l 
personnel aboard . 

In the Fleet 
T h e quar terdeck and hangars of the 

" M a g n i f i c e n t , " alongside at H a l i f a x , 



The Victoria Chamber of Commerce may not appreciate this photo, but we make 
haste to point out that it was taken a year ago, following the west coast city's heaviest 
snowfall in 14 years, and is being used solely because of its quality and because it is 
seasonable. Framed by snow-laden trees are the boat-floats and government jetty at 
"Naden." (E-8707.) 

also resounded to the noise of fun-
m a k i n g k iddies of personnel serv ing 
i n the var ious ships of the C o m m a n d . 
H u n d r e d s of youngsters and thei r 
parents were on hand for the p a r t y 
aboard the spacious carr ier . 

HEY, MOM! 
LOOK AT THIS! 

Some 3,000 members of the N a v y , 
A r m y a n d A i r Force i n the H a l i f a x 
area w i l l push themselves s lowly 
a w a y from the table this C h r i s t m a s 
heavier b y about 9,000 pounds of 
t u r k e y and t r i m m i n g s . 

T h e three A r m e d Services i n the 
H a l i f a x , area, whose feeding is the 
respons ib i l i ty of the R o y a l C a n a d i a n 
N a v y , w i l l have the no rma l ra t ion per 
m a n increased to provide ex t ra cheer 
December 25. 

M o r e than four-and-a-half tons of 
C h r i s t m a s d inner ingredients are being 
p rov ided by the N a v y ' s C e n t r a l 
V i c t u a l l i n g D e p o t . T h i s includes 
app rox ima te ly a ton of t u rkey and 
more than a ton each of cakes and 
pudd ings . 

T h e menu for C h r i s t m a s d inner in 
" S t a d a c o n a , " "Shea rwa te r " and other 
service messes is as fo l lows: F r u i t 
cock t a i l (4 oz.) , t u rkey (16 oz.) , 
dressing (2 oz.) , cranberries a n d sauce 
(4 oz.) , p l u m pudd ing (8 oz.) , cakes 
(6 oz . ) , mixed nuts (6 oz.) , table 
raisins (3 oz.). T h i s totals 49 ounces of 
" v i t t l e s , " or three pounds a n d one 
ounce of d inner per m a n . 

A t the N a v a l B a k e r y , three men 
have been going full blast to prepare 
the three tons of p u d d i n g and Chr i s t ­
mas cake, plus i c ing , for ce lebra t ing 
servicemen. T h e bake ry men, under 
M r . R a y S tenn ing , W a r r a n t C o o k e r y 
Officer, of V i c t o r i a , have w o r k e d since 
the midd l e of N o v e m b e r on the 
project a n d used a p p r o x i m a t e l y the 
fo l lowing amoun t of ingredients : 

Christmas Cake: 

250 pounds of b r o w n sugar 

200 pounds but ter 

50 pounds shor tening 

275 pounds nuts 

250 pounds flour 

250 pounds currants 

400 pounds muscat raisins 

420 pounds su l tana raisins 

150 pounds cherries 

135 pounds peel 

15 pounds spices 

6 quarts of r u m flavoring 

100 pounds dates 

6 gallons molasses 

200 dozen eggs 

5 pounds of salt . 

Resu l t : — 3,000-odd pounds of cake, 

topped off w i t h 100 pounds of pre­

pared a l m o n d paste a n d 150 pounds 

of i c ing sugar. 

Xmas Pudding 

350 pounds b r o w n sugar 

200 pounds flour 

200 dozen eggs 

200 pounds nuts 

400 pounds raisins (sultana) 

400 pounds raisins (muscat) 

400 pounds currants 

150 pounds cherries 

135 pounds peel 

10 pounds spice 

400 pounds breadcrumbs 

400 pounds suet 

10 pounds salt. 

R e s u l t : — A b o u t 3,000 pounds of 

C h r i s t m a s pudd ing . 

Baker s t u r n i n g out this vo lume of 

cakes and p u d d i n g were A b l e Seaman 

B r i a n K e l l y , P e t t y Officer F r e d Sco t t 

and C h i e f P e t t y Officer B e n o i t 

F o u q u e t . — H . C . W . 
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Practical instruction for chemistry classes in the "Naden" Prep School is provided in a "jury" 
lab. A more extensive laboratory will be set up as soon as the final details have been worked out 
and more equipment is procured. Here Instr. Lieut.-Cdr. C. R. Gower, Senior Instructor Officer 
of the Prep School staff, demonstrates some practical experiments. Looking on is Petty Officer 
Peter Berakos, of Winnipeg. Seated is PO Marcel Desaulnier, of St. Paul, Alberta, and on the 
right is PO Jim Grace, of Calgary. (E — 10395). 

^Little Royal Roads' 
S c h e m e G i v e s Po ten t ia l Of f i ce r s 

C h a n c e to A c q u i r e A c a d e m i c C r e d i t s 

" D e a r O l d G o l d e n R u l e D a y s . . . " 
A u t u m n came again (as i t so often 

does) and the k ids went back to 
school . F o r some of the N a v y ' s 
ch i ldren in the Pac i f ic C o m m a n d , it 
d i d n ' t hur t qui te as m u c h as usual , 
because a few of the D a d s s tar ted 
back, too — complete w i t h satchels 
and apples. 

In " N a d e n ' s " C e n t r a l School a 
new Prepa ra to ry Course has been 
established for potent ia l officers. It 
is designed to assist officer candidates 
from the " lower d e c k " in meet ing 
educat ional requirements for c o m ­
missioned rank. 

Es t ab l i shmen t of the school was 
announced in a m e m o r a n d u m from 
the office of the F l a g Officer Pacif ic 
Coas t , who stressed the des i rab i l i ty 
of d r a w i n g officers from the " lower 
deck . " It added that not as m a n y 
men had taken advantage of the 
var ious channels of p romot ion as 
might have because they lacked the 
necessary educa t iona l qual i f ica t ions 
and d id not have the proper t ime or 
facil i t ies to acquire them. 

T o remedy this s i tua t ion , the 
Prepa ra to ry School Course was estab-
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l ished on a one-year exper imenta l 
basis. Its p r i m a r y purpose is to 
provide an organized program of 
ins t ruc t ion through w h i c h men migh t 
q u i c k l y and efficiently ob ta in the 
necessary educat ional s tandards . 
M a c h i n e r y was set up whereby men 
could be drafted to the school and 
there could concentrate on their 
var ious courses of studies, instead of 

hav ing to pound their textbooks 
d u r i n g their spare t ime on board ship 
or in barracks . 

Ins t ruc t ion is p rov ided in Senior 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n M a t h e m a t i c s (Algebra , 
G e o m e t r y and T r i g o n o m e t r y ) , G e n ­
eral Phys ic s , C h e m i s t r y , E n g l i s h a n d 
French . G e n e r a l l y speaking, J u n i o r 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n is a requisite to qua l i fy 
for the course, but special considera­
tion is given men who, though 
l ack ing in formal educat ion, have 
demonst ra ted learning a b i l i t y of a 
high order. 

Classes start da i l y from M o n d a y to 
F r i d a y at 8:10 a .m. There are four 
5 5 - m i n u t e periods in the morn ing and 
three periods, from one to 4 o 'c lock, 
in the afternoon. 

T h e men don ' t put aside their text­
books and pencils for the d a y when 
the bell rings at 1600. E a c h evening, 
M o n d a y to F r i d a y , they re turn l o 
their desks for a two-hour per iod of 
supervised s tudy . D u r i n g this "home­
w o r k " per iod, one of the ins t ruc tor 
officers is on hand to help thresh out 
any problems. 

One period a day is set aside for 
phys ica l t r a in ing and, in add i t ion , 
the " s tuden ts" take part in organized 
sports on T h u r s d a y afternoons. G r e a t 
emphasis is placed on this section of 
the c u r r i c u l um for it is considered 

An important part of the Prep School course is a daily round of physical training to "sweep 
out the cobwebs" after a heavy session with the studies. Above, classes " A " and " B " start their 
warm-up for the more strenuous muscle conditioning to follow. (K-10392). 



essential tha t the Prep School men be 
in top shape, both phys ica l ly and 
menta l ly , in order to cope w i t h their 
s trenuous program and, even tua l ly , 
to pass their officers' selection boards. 

O n Sa tu rday mornings the G u n n e r y 
School lakes over for a two-hour 
session. F r o m 8 o 'c lock to 10 the 
"gent lemen in b lack gai ters" put the 
lads through their paces on the parade 
ground and , when weather permits , 
g ive ins t ruc t ion in boat work and 
sa i l ing . A t 11 the P r e p School con­
tingent falls in for D i v i s i o n s w i t h 
" N a d e n ' s " ship 's company . F i n a l l y , 
at noon the student-sai lors get some 
well-earned leave and are on their 
own un t i l 8:10 a .m. M o n d a y . 

T h e course was designed to last 
from mid-Oc tober to m i d - J u l y , w i t h 
10-day breaks at C h r i s t m a s and 
Fas ter . A progress test in a l l subjects 
is held m o n t h l y and every subject 
must be passed. A single failure is 
enough to send a man back to general 
d u t y . T h e purpose of this is to ensure 
that there is no " l ead - swing ing" and 
that those t ak ing the course have the 
necessary a b i l i t y to learn. 

Those a t t end ing the school — 40 in 
a l l — are d iv ided in to two groups, one 
consis t ing of senior rates and older 
hands, the other of younger men. 

The Prep School classes have been divided into two groups, one consisting of senior rates and 
older hands and the other of younger men. Here class " A " checks over the syllabus. Thev are: 
Hack row, left to right, PO V. E. Judson, A B P. Roggeveen, A B R. Dunlop. Third row, CPO R. 
MacPherson, CPO J . Ferguson, PO R. Eldridge, PO R. Davis, CPO J . R. Haight. Second row. 
Instr. Lt.-Cdr. G. C. E. Gray, CPO G. W. Peakman, CPO R. D. Sedger, CPO F. W. Bryan, CPO 
R. Meadows, PO N . Bryon. Front row, PO R. Thompson and CPO P. S. Cox. Missing from the 
photo is PO X . E. Sallis. (E - - 10393) 

T h e y include four 
candidates : 

k inds of officer 

(a) M e n prepar ing for the C a n a d i a n 
Services Colleges, ei ther R o y a l Roads 
or R o y a l M i l i t a r y Col lege . 

(b) M e n wish ing to take advantage of 
the U n i v e r s i t y T r a i n i n g P l a n leading 
to commiss ions in the technical 
branches of the Service (Engineer ing , 
Ordnance , E l e c t r i c a l , etc.) 

" I o provide an avenue of advancement for every ambitious seaman, regardless of rating" 
is ihe aim of the Senior Instructor Officers in the Pacific Command who sparked the Prep School 
idea. Instr. Cdr. J . D. Armstrong (centre). Command Education Officer, discusses the svllabus 
and sets up a timetable with Instr. Cdr. G. L. Amvot (right), Senior Instructor of the "Ontario", 
and Instr. Lieut.-Cdr. Gower. (F. — 10394). 

(c) C . W . candidates . These are men 
of the Execu t ive , S u p p l y and E n g i n ­
eering branches who wi l l go on to 
special courses in nava l schools, on 
the successful comple t ion ot wh ich 
they w i l l receive commiss ions . 

(d) ( 'andidates for commiss ioned 
ranks in a l l branches. These are 
mos t ly older men who are not el igible 
for the other three schemes but who 
are considered to be officer ma te r i a l . 

T h e course is far from being a 
"soft number . " It demands di l igence 
and hard work on the part of those 
at tending. 

B u t , as more than one gr izz led 
veteran of the struggle up from the 
lower deck to commiss ioned rank has 
remarked on learning of the scheme, 
" I wou ld have g iven a n y t h i n g for a 
chance to a t tend a school l ike tha t 
when I was sweat ing a w a y at C H E T s 
to qua l i fy for m y warran t . 1 hope the 
boys in the school appreciate wha t 
they 're ge t t ing . " 

Judg ing from the enthusiasm they 
have shown, they do. The re is every 
ind ica t ion that the new-born Prep 
School w i l l fill successfully the need 
that p rompted its es tabl ishment . 
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Introduction of Branch Officers 

Regula t ions govern ing condi t ions of 
service of men p romoted f rom the 
lower deck have been app roved . T h e 
p r i n c i p a l changes consequent on the 
new regulat ions are as fo l lows: 

1. T h e present r ank of C o m m i s ­
sioned Officer f rom W a r r a n t 
R a n k is abol ished. 

2. A new r a n k of C o m m i s s i o n e d 
Officer is in t roduced w h i c h car­
ries the same pay a n d a l low­
ances as the present r a n k of 
C o m m i s s i o n e d Officer f rom 
W a r r a n t R a n k . T h e un i fo rm of 
this r a n k is the same as tha t for 
Sub -L ieu t enan t . 

3. T h e present r ank of W a r r a n t 
Officer w i l l be a l lowed to die 
out , be ing perpetuated on ly for 
those present A c t i n g W a r r a n t 
Officers* w h o wish to re ta in 
their pension status as men . 

4. T h e designat ion of L i e u t e n a n t * 
is adopted to d is t inguish L i e u ­
tenants who are not fu l ly qua l i ­
fied. 

5. A l l present C o m m i s s i o n e d Offi­
cers f rom W a r r a n t R a n k are 
p romoted to L i e u t e n a n t * re­
t a in ing their present senior i ty . 

6. W i t h the except ion of those 
A c t i n g W a r r a n t Officers* w h o 
wish to re ta in thei r pension 
status as men , a l l present 
W a r r a n t Officers are transferred 
to the new rank of C o m m i s ­
sioned Officer, re ta in ing their 
present senior i ty . 

7. Conf i rmed W a r r a n t Officers and 
above w h o are now designated 
unqual i f ied officers and w h o w i l l 
be transferred or p romoted to 
L i e u t e n a n t * or C o m m i s s i o n e d 
Officer, w i l l have the added 
designat ion of ( N Q ) . 

" E R . . . F E L L A S . 
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Y o u FORGOT TO S A Y G O O D N I G H T TO T H E C H I E F . " 
(PO R. Emmerson) 

8. Selected men w i l l i n future be 
p romoted to C o m m i s s i o n e d Offi­
cer and from tha t r ank m a y be 
p romoted to ei ther L i e u t e n a n t 
or L i e u t e n a n t *. 

9. P romot ions and transfers of 
officers who held thei r present 
ranks on A u g u s t 31, 1949, are 
effective September 1, 1949. 

10. C o m m i s s i o n e d Officers and 
L i eu t enan t s* w i l l be k n o w n 
co l lec t ive ly as B r a n c h Officers. 

11. Recommenda t ions for p romo­
t ion of B r a n c h Officers m a y be 
forwarded to reach N a v a l H e a d ­
quarters before F e b r u a r y 1 and 
A u g u s t 1 of each year. 

12. A t a n y t ime between confir­
ma t ion and a t t a i n ing six years ' 
senior i ty in the rank , i n c l u d i n g 
ac t ing rank, C o m m i s s i o n e d 
Officers m a y be recommended 
b y their C o m m a n d i n g Officers 
as being sui table for p romot ion 
to L ieu tenan t . Those selected 
w i l l undergo educa t iona l and 
technica l courses for p romot ion 
to L ieu tenan t . O n successful 
comple t ion of the E d u c a t i o n 
course, these officers w i l l be 
p romoted to L i e u t e n a n t * a n d 
on successful comple t ion of the 
technica l course w i l l have the 
star removed and w i l l be trans­
ferred to the l ist of fu l ly qua l i ­
fied L ieu tenan t s . 

13. C o m m i s s i o n e d Officers w h o are 
not selected to undergo the 
courses for p romot ion to L i e u ­
tenant, m a y , on a t t a in ing six 
years senior i ty in rank, be 
recommended for p romot ion to 
L ieu tenan t* . Officers not recom­
mended on a t t a in ing six years 
senior i ty w i l l be el igible for 
recommendat ion for a per iod 
of two years. Officers p romoted 
to L i e u t e n a n t * w i l l cont inue to 
serve in that rank un t i l retire-



ment. C o m m i s s i o n e d Officers 
who are not p romoted to L i e u ­
tenant* w i l l cont inue to serve 
in the rank of C o m m i s s i o n e d 
Officer un t i l ret i rement . 

14. A l l men now on the roster for 
p romot ion to W a r r a n t R a n k 
w i l l he considered qualif ied for 
selection for p romot ion to C o m ­
missioned Officer. 

15. T o be el igible for p romot ion to 
C o m m i s s i o n e d Officer a man 
mus t have comple ted 12 years 
service or have a t ta ined the age 
of 30 years, whichever is the 
earlier, hold the ra t ing of C P O 
1/c or C P O 2/c, passed profes­
s iona l ly for C P O 1/c, have 
passed the educa t iona l and 
professional examina t ions for 
C o m m i s s i o n e d Officer in his 
respective b ranch and com­
pleted the seatime qual i f icat ions 
in his par t i cu la r branch for 
p romot ion to Commiss ioned 
Officer. 

Granting of Permanent 
Commissions to Officers 
Holding Short Service 
RCN Appointments 

Officers ho ld ing Shor t Service C o m ­
missions or A p p o i n t m e n t s who have 
not been granted Permanen t C o m ­
missions by J a n u a r y 1, 1950, w i l l not 
be considered for Permanen t C o m ­
missions pr ior to enter ing the appro­
priate selection zone, w h i c h w i l l be : 

F o r officers ho ld ing seven-year 
Shor t Service Commiss ions or A p ­
pointments , between four and six 
years of service. 

F o r officers ho ld ing five-year Short 
Service Commiss ions or A p p o i n t ­
ments, between two a n d four years of 
service. 

O n entering the selection /.one, 
officers des i r ing to ob ta in Permanen t 
Commiss ions must submit a wr i t t en 
app l i ca t ion . 

Officers who are p rov i s iona l ly se­
lected as sui table for Permanen t C o m ­
missions du r ing this period w i l l be 
required to complete the J u n i o r Offi­
cers' T e c h n i c a l Course before final 
selection is made. 

Naval personnel on November 11 took part 
in Remembrance Day parades and cere­
monies in many Canadian cities, as they paid 
tribute to fallen comrades. In Ottawa, H M C S 
"Bytown" provided personnel for the tri-
scrvice guard which was mounted at the 
National War Memorial. Shown above, 
resting on arms reversed while Prime Minister 
Louis St. Laurent lays a wreath at the foot 
of the monument, is A B Guv Chouinard. 
(0-1227-C). 

Transportation by Private 
Car or Motorcycle 

A n officer or man t rave l l ing on d u t y 
b y p r iva te car or motorcyc le for his 
o w n convenience m a y be granted an 
amount equal to the costs of trans­
por ta t ion , accommoda t ion , t r ave l l ing 
a l lowance and t rave l l ing expenses to 
w h i c h he wou ld have been ent i t led if 
the journey had been made by ra i l , 
bus or s teamship as appl icable , over 
the most direct route. 

A n officer or man accompanied by 
his dependents on transfer from place 

"Naden" Boosts 
Trust Fund Donations 

At a recent meeting of the Ship's 
Fund Committee of H M C S "Naden," 
Ksquimalt, it was unanimously decided 
to increase contributions to the R C N 
Benevolent Trust Fund to one per 
cent of gross sales in the "Naden" 
canteen. 

Action was taken following an ad­
dress to the committee by Lieut. (S) 
Harry McClymont, secretary-treasurer 
of the Fund, who made a tour of West 
Coast ships and establishments. Lieut. 
McClymont gave a detailed outline of 
the fund's principles, objectives and 
accomplishments. 

Increased contributions commenced 
with the quarter beginning December 
15. 

to place in C a n a d a or the U n i t e d 
States other than t empora r i ly , or on 
release, m a y be granted in add i t i on to 
the above an amoun t equal to the cost 
of t ranspor ta t ion , a c c o m m o d a t i o n , 
t r ave l l ing a l lowance and t rave l l ing 
expenses au thor ized for dependents 
t rave l l ing by r a i l , bus or s teamship as 
appl icab le . 

A n officer or m a n t r ave l l ing as a 
passenger in a p r iva te ca r or motor­
cycle of another officer or m a n 
author ized to t rave l at pub l i c expense 
m a y be ent i t led on l y to the t r ave l l ing 
a l lowance a n d inc iden ta l t r ave l l i ng 
expenses for the ac tua l period of 
absence not exceeding the t ime wh ich 
wou ld have been required to make the 
journey b y r a i l , bus or s teamship , as 
appl icable . 

Gratuitous and Repayment 
Issues—Books of Reference 

A man on en t ry or on transfer to 
another b ranch is issued g ra tu i tous ly 
w i t h ins t ruc t ional manuals required 
for his duties. O n l y those books 
au thor ized to be issued g ra tu i tous ly 
m a y be obta ined on repayment w i t h ­
out pr ior Headquar t e r s ' a p p r o v a l . 
These books m a y be purchased through 
the C l o t h i n g Store . 

National Defence Act 
Goes before Senate 

T h e N a t i o n a l Defence A c t , wh ich 
w o u l d make Canada ' s sailors, soldiers 
and a i rmen subject to the same law 
a n d w o u l d replace legis la t ion some 
of w h i c h dates back to 1868, was 
placed before the Senate ear ly i n 
N o v e m b e r . T h e 251-clause act, w h i c h 
w o u l d nu l l i fy eight separate A c t s of 
Pa r l i amen t , e i t h e r C a n a d i a n o r 
B r i t i s h , is another step towards unif i ­
ca t ion a n d co-ord ina t ion of C a n a d a ' s 
A r m e d Forces . 

T h e proposed act represents more 
than two years of s tudy by officers of 
the Defence D e p a r t m e n t a n d the 
three Services, as wel l as the D e p a r t ­
ments of Jus t ice and F inance . 

Snacks for Watchkeepers 
P r o v i s i o n is being made whereby-

each officer and man going on or 
coming off the M i d d l e and M o r n i n g 
Wa tches at sea, m a y be p rov ided w i t h 
a sandwich a n d a cup of tea, coffee or 
chocolate . 
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ALBRO RADIO STATION 
STAFF CHANGES 

A m o n g the recent changes in per­
sonnel of the A l b r o L a k e N a v a l R a d i o 
S ta t ion was the depar ture of the 
fo l lowing six men to the C o m m u n i ­
cat ion School , H a l i f a x : P O s Char les 
E . D i x o n , Robe r t E . W a l k e r , James 
Eng l i sh , J o h n T . M c L a u g h l i n , Russel 
A . M a y n a r d a n d R o b e r t T . W . P a l ­
mer. 

P O Douglas A . Po t t e r has gone to 
the destroyer " M i c m a e " and P O 
W a r r e n S. W a l k e r to the frigate " S t . 
S t ephen . " 

N e w faces at the rad io s ta t ion 
belong to P O D o n a l d P . C a m p b e l l , 
from " M i c m a c , " and P O Char les J . 
Scot t , f rom " S t . S t ephen . " 

FORMER SIGNALMAN 
PRESENTED WITH DSM 

S. K e i t h Shufel t , of C o w a n s v i l l e , 
P . O . , a S i g n a l m a n w i t h the R C N V R 
d u r i n g T h e Second W o r l d W a r , was 

• M H H B H H i H H H I ^ ^ B I O H 

presented w i t h the Dis t ingu i shed Ser­
vice M e d a l at a ceremony at H M C S 
" D o n n a c o n a , " M o n t r e a l , on N o v e m ­
ber 6. 

T h e presentat ion was made by 
C o m m o d o r e G . R . M i l e s , N a v a l 
Ofificer-in-Charge, M o n t r e a l A r e a , who 
also presented campa ign medals and 
stars to the ship 's c o m p a n y of 
" D o n n a c o n a . " 

E x - S i g n a l m a n Shufel t was a m e m ­
ber of the crew of the minesweeper 
" T h u n d e r " when she captured an 
armed G e r m a n t rawler . H e was one 
of a 10-man board ing par ty wh ich 
s tayed aboard the t rawler for three 
days under t r y i n g condi t ions . 

ELECTRICIANS' MATES 
COMPLETE COURSE 

Fif teen A b l e and O r d i n a r y Seamen 
recent ly comple ted a 28-week course 
at the E l e c t r i c a l School in " S t a d a ­
cona , " H a l i f a x . T h e course, w h i c h 
qualif ied graduates for the non-sub­

s tant ive ra t ing of E lec t r i c i ans ' M a t e 
and T r a d e G r o u p I, inc luded s tudy of 
e lec t r ic i ty , mathemat ics , high and low 
power generators, electronics and the 
electr ical set-up of a ircraf t . 

Those who comple ted the course 
were A b l e Seamen E d w i n L . C a i n and 
James L . K e n n y , and O r d i n a r y Sea­
men J o h n B . Rogers, G . H o w a r d 
W i l s o n , Cl i f ford R . L e m m e r i c k , S t a n ­
ley W . H i l l . J a c k B . M a c C o r m a c k , 
H a r o l d D . K i n n e y , R o y V . Sheppard , 
D a v i d J . L a t i m e r , James F . Fros t , 
H a r r i s H . H u t t , D o n a l d H . B i shop . 
K e n n e t h R . B i shop and A r t h u r W . 
R u m m e r field. 

J. S. WILSON HEADS 
HALIFAX NOAC 

J . S. W i l s o n is the newly-elected 
president of the H a l i f a x B r a n c h of the 
N a v a l Officers' Assoc ia t ion of C a n a d a 
for 1950. 

Other officers are A . D . M . C u r r y , 
v ice-pres ident ; H . R . M a c D o n a l d , 
secretary; H . M . R o m a n s , treasurer; 
W . R . W h i t m a n , c h a i r m a n house 
commi t t ee ; D . G . A r c h i b a l d , cha i r ­
m a n sports commi t t ee ; C . L . W a t e r -
house, cha i rman membersh ip c o m ­
mi t t ee ; E . G . J a rv i s , cha i rman nom­
ina t ing commi t t ee ; W . E . H a r r i s o n , 
c h a i r m a n program commit tee , and 
G . W . Br idgehouse , c h a i r m a n social 
commit tee . 

Pas t president is W i l l a r d M a c -
K e n z i c . 

N O A C B R A N C H F O R M E D 
A T K I T C H E N E R , O N T . 

R . J . G . Johnson has been elected 
president of the newly-formed 
K i t c h e n e r B r a n c h of the N a v a l Offi­
cers' Assoc ia t ion of C a n a d a . 

Other officers of the new group are 
J . R . K i r k p a t r i c k , v ice-president ; 
A , M c P h e d r a n , secretary-treasurer, 
and G . W . H a s l a m and D . M . 
M o r r i s o n , d i rectors . 

Four men from H M C S "Griffon," Port Arthur, were presented with the Reserve Long Ser­
vice and Good Conduct Medal at a ceremony on board October 31. Presentation was made by 
Captain H . L . Quinn, Director of Naval Reserves, who was in Port Arthur on an inspection trip 
of western Naval Divisions. Grouped together after the presentation are Petty Officer Roy 
Whitely, Port Arthur; CPO Harry Gothard, Fort William; Captain Quinn; CPO Harry Gil l , 
Fort William; CPO Fred Jeacoqk, Port Arthur, and Cdr. E. O. Ormsby, commanding officer of 
"Griffon." 
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^tirements 
Mr. Alfred E. Goodyer, 

Commissioned Cookery Officer 
Age: 
Address: 
Joined: 

45 
16 Kaye Street, Halifax. 
December 1922, as an Assistant 
Cook. 

Served In: H M S " C a l c u t t a ; " H M C S 
"Guelph," "Patriot," "Stada­
cona," "Festubert," "Champlain," 
"St. Laurent," "Skeena," "Corn­
wall is," Naval Headquarters, 
"Niobe," and "Scotian." 

Awards: British Empire Medal, January 
1946. Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal, December 1937. 

Retired: December 12, 1949. 

Chief Petty Officer Maurice Plourde 
Rating: C1CW3 
Age: 38 
Address: 7560 Dclanoudiere, Montreal. 
Joined: November 1929, as an Ordinary-

Seaman. 
Served In: H M S "Victory," "Hood," "Pem­

broke," "Dominion," "Kent;" 
H M C S "Stadacona," "Cham-
plain," "Saguenay," "Hepatica," 
Naval Headquarters Radio Sta­
tion, "Venture," "St. Hyacinthe," 
"Niobe," "Scotian," "Ontario," 
Coverdale Naval Radio Station 
and "Donnacona." 

Awards: Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal, March 1945. 

Retired: November 5, 1949. 

Chief Petty Officer John G. Eaton 
Rating: C1PN3 
Age: 41 
Address: 480 Swinford Road, Esrjuimalt. 
Joined: October 1928, as an Ordinary Sea­

man. 
Served In: H M S "Vic­

tory," "Warspite," 
"Excellent;" H M C S 
"Naden," "Vancou­
ver," "Skeena," "St. 
Laurent," "Stada-
c o n a," " R o y a l 
Roads," "Avalon," 
"Scotian," "Corn-
w a l l i s " and " O n ­
tario." 

Awards: Long Service 
and Good Conduct 
Medal, November 
1943. 

Retired: October 23, 1949. 

Chief Petty Officer David A. Williams 
Rating: C1SM3 
Age: 43 
Address: 821 Hutchinson Street, Victoria. 
Joined: December 1928, as a Stoker 2/c. 
Served In: H M S "Fisgard," "Pembroke," 

"Victory;" H M C S "Stadacona," 
" C h a m p l a i n , " " S a g u e n a y , " 
"Vpres," "Naden " "Skeena," 
"St. Laurent," "Ottawa," "Nia¬
g a r a , " " G i v e n c h y . " " S t . 
Catharines," "Avalon," ' "Crusa­
der" and "Uganda." 

Awards: Distinguished Service Medal 
January 1943. 
Mentioned in Despatches, Janu­
ary 1946. Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal, October 1944. 

Retired: December 10, 1949. 

Awards for "Best All-round New Entry" 
in "Haida" and "Huron" Divisions, first two 
to graduate from "Cornwallis", are presented 
to Ord. Sea. Robert Olson (left) and Ord. Sea. 
Robert Caldwell by C aptain A. P. Musgrave, 
Commanding Officer of the base. (HS-8548). 

Petty Officer Clifford Paul Henze 
Rating: P1GI3 
Age: 38 
Address: 1631 Pinewood Avenue, \ ictoria. 
Joined: October 1929, as an Ordinary Sea­

man. 
Served In: HMS"Vic to ry , " "Warspite,""Ex­

c e l l e n t ; " H M C S " N a d e n , " 
"Skeena," "Vancouver," "Eraser," 
"St. L a u r e n t , " "S tadacona , " 
"Ottawa," "Cornwallis," "Bur-
rard," "Givenchy," "Prince 
Henry," "Peregrine" and "On­
tario." 

Awards: Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal, Januarv 1945. 

Retired: October 17, 1949. 

Chief Petty Officer George R. L. Banfield 
Rating: C1CW3 
Age: 41 
Address: 1143 Dominion Road, Victoria. 
Joined: October 1928, as an Ordinary Sea­

man. 

Served In: H M S "Vic­
t o r y , " " N e l s o n , " 
" C h a m p i o n," 
"Glory," "Hood;" 
H M C S "Naden," 
"Vancouver," "Sta­
dacona," "Skeena," 
"Armentieres." "St. 
Laurent," "Avalon", 
"Givenchy," "Chat­
ham," "St. Hyacin-
the," "Fort Ram­
say," "Peregrine," 
"Niobe" and "War-

Chief Petty Officer Charles P. Cue 
Rating: C1SM3 
Age: 42 
Address: 2672 Scott St. Victoria., 
Joined: Januarv 1931. as a Stoker 2/c. 
Served In: H M S "Victory," "Saker II," 

H M C S "Naden," "Vancouver," 
"Skeena," "St. Laurent," "Assini-
boine," "Stadacona," "Cornwal­
lis," "Hunter," "Givenchy," 
"Capilano," "Avalon," "Pere­
grine," "Ontario" and "Malahat." 

Awards: Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal, December 1944. 

Retired: October 5, 1949. 

Chief Petty Officer Charles W. Ball 
Rating 
Age: 
Address: 
Joined: 
Served in 

Retired 

C2SW2 
38 
Boutiliers Point, Halifax. 
November 1929, as a Steward 3/c. 
H M C S "Naden," "Vancouver," 
" S k e e n a," " F r a s e r," "S t. 
Laurent," "Stadacona," "Assini-
boiue," "Ottawa," "Royal Roads," 
"Kings," "Niobe," "Cornw-allis," 
"Peregrine," "Warrior," "Iro­
quois" and " L a Hulloise." 
November 25, 1949. 

Awards: Long Service and Good 
Medal, February 1944. 

Retired: October 26, 1949. 

Conduct 

Chief Petty Officer Delamark Steven Lowe 
Rating: C1SM3 
Age: 41 
Address: 1071 Colville Road, Esquimalt. 
Joined: October 1928, as a Stoker 2/c. 

Served In: H M S "Vic­
t o r y , " " C o m e t ; " 
H M C S " N a d e n , " 
"Thiepval," "Van­
couver," "Skeena," 
" R e s t i go u c h e," 
"S t a d a c o n a," 
"Cornwallis," " N i ­
obe" and "Warrior." 

Awards: British Em­
pire Medal, June 
1944. Mentioned in 
Despatches, June 
1943. Long Service 
and Good Conduct 
Medal, November 
1943. 

Retired: October 14, 1949. 

FOUR FINISH COURSE 
IN "FIXING FREEZERS" 

F o u r C h i e f P e t t y Officers of the 
Eng ine room B r a n c h comple ted the 
F i f t h M e c h a n i c a l Refr igera t ion Course 
at the M e c h a n i c a l T r a i n i n g Es t ab l i sh ­
ment, H M C S " S t a d a c o n a , " H a l i f a x , 
in m i d - N o v e m b e r . 

Af t e r the eight-week course, grad­
uates are qual if ied to ca r ry out m a i n ­
tenance on a l l types of refrigeration 
machinery , from the smallest domest ic 
" ice boxes" to the huge " w a l k - i n " 
refrigerators instal led in nava l ships. 

Those who comple ted the course 
were C h i e f P e t t y Officers F r a n k A . 
M c G o w a n , W e s t m o u n t , P . Q . ; W i l f r e d 
G . C l a r k e , V i c t o r i a ; R a l p h J . M c C l i n -
ton, V i c t o r i a , and E d w a r d J . A u b y , 
Wood's idc, N . S . 
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LOWER DECK ADVANCEMENTS 
F o l l o w i n g is a further l i s t of 

advancements of men on the lower 
deck. T h e l i s t is a r ranged i n a lpha ­
be t ica l order, w i t h each man ' s new 
ra t ing , b r a n c h a n d trade group oppo­
site his name. 

A D A M S , Byron E LSGA1 
A L D R I C H , Arthur E P2AL2 
A M Y , Ellwood G LSCS1 
A N G U S , Thomas D C1CA4 
A R N O L D I , Peter C2RA3 
A R R O W S M I T H , John H L S M A 2 
B E C K E R , Anton L S F M 2 
B E L L , Walter E P1GA3 
B I G N E L L , Verle L P2SM1 
B L A C K , William N LSGA1 
B L A C K W E L L , George E . . P1FM2 
B O O T H , Douglas A L S A O l 
B O U C H A R D , Germain L S M A 1 
B O U L T O N , Douglas W LSAW1 
B R A D S T O C K , Robert M P2AL2 
B R O D I E , Charles A C2TA4 
B R O W N , John R P2SM1 
B R O W N , Robert LSSW1 
B R U C E , John P . . . L S F M 2 
B R Y K , Yaraslow P2SM1 
B U R B I N E , Robert J P2SW1 
B U S C H , Frank K . P1RA3 
C A D W E L L , Edward T P1FM3 
C A L D W E L L , Ralph L L S C K 2 
C A M P B E L L , Robert D P2AL2 
C A U D L E , Douglas A LSAL2 
C H A D W I C K , George H LSVS1 
C L A R K , Harry J P2MA2 
C L E M E N T S , Albert S P1QR1 
C O N R O Y , Eldon J C2GA4 
C O O P E R , Tracy W LSVS1 
C O T E , Roland J . P C2FM3 
C O U T L E R , John C L S A A S 
C O U R T E N A Y , Ralph V C1CA4 
C R A C K N E L L , Robert L L S A O l 
C R O W T H E R , John H P2AN2 
C U M B E R S , John W L S M O l 
C U R R I E , William G C2GA4 
D A R L I N G , Frederick G LSA02 
D E W E L L , Wilfred A P2AN2 
D I C K I E , George A LSVS1 
D I L L O N , Harold G P2AL2 
D R E W , Colin A . E P1GA3 
D U N A E , Paul LSNS1 
D U N N E , William R LSAF1 
F I N C H - F I E L D , Reginald D P2CA3 
F L A N D E R S , Clayton E LSSM1 
F R A S E R , Edison C P1PT1 
GOOD, Raymond S L S C K 2 
G R A H A M E , John G C2GA4 
G R A N T , Harold B L S E M 1 
G R E E N E , William P1CA3 
G R I M L E Y , William E LSSW1 
G R I S D A L E , Lionel E C1SW2 
G U I S E , James A C2GA4 
H A M I L T O N , Alexander G L S F M 1 
H E A T H , John R P1GA3 
H E E N E Y , Thomas H . G. A CICA4 

H I L L S D E N , George W LSSM1 
H O P K I N S , Walter J L S C K 2 
H O R N O S T Y , Joseph P1GA3 
I N G L I S , Arthur T. R P1TA3 
I R O N S I D E , Hugh A. J L S A O l 
J E N K I N S , Robert C P10R3 
J E N S E N , Rdbert M LSNS1 
J O H N S O N , Douglas L LSSM1 
J O H N S T O N , Lloyd A C2GA4 
JONES, David L . G L S C M 1 
J U D D , FrankS LSSM1 
K E R I E F F , Mike P2SM1 
K I L G O U R , George A C2CA4 
K R O G E L , William F . . , C1RT4 
K V A M M E , Glen E P2GA3 
L A N G L O I S , Lucien E LSSM1 
L A N G T O N , Robert N C1CA4 
L A V E N D E R , Hugh M P2SM1 (NQ) 
L E E , Alfred R C2CA4 
L E G A U L T , Edgar O LSGA1 
L O C K Y E R , Robert D . . L S C K 2 

WEDDINGS 
Lieut. Alan T. Love, H M C S "Scotian," to 

Miss Pearl M . Scott, Reg. N . , of Halifax. 
CPO John R. Davies, H M C S "Cayuga," to 

Miss Bernice E . Bradford, of Calgary. 
PO Alvin E . Farrell, H M C " P T C 724," to 

Miss Vera M . Walker, of Victoria. 
PO Gerald R. Donohue, H M C S "Stada­

cona," to Miss Laura G. Wheeler, of Halifax. 
Ldg. Sea. Leonard Mackey, H M C S " L a 

Hulloise," to Miss Lorraine M . Sydney, of 
Rockingham, N.S, 

A B Gilbert H . Shaw, H M C S "Micmac," to 
Miss Margaret M . MacNeil , of Christmas 
Island, Cape Breton. 

A B George Taylor, H M C S "Micmac," to 
Miss Esther Sullivan, of Herring Cove, N.S. 

A B Arnold Hal l , H M C S "Sault Ste. 
Marie," to Miss Rose Marie Dirk, of Victoria, 

A B Gordon L . Kirkman, H M C S "Tecum-
seh," to Miss Elizabeth Ann (Betty) Paterson. 
of Calgary. 

A B Donald Nieman, H M C S "Ontario," to 
Miss Rosemary Pottinger, of Victoria. 

BIRTHS 
To Lieut.-Cdr. C. P. Nixon, Canadian 

Services College, Kingston, and Mrs. Nixon, 
a daughter. 

To Lieut. John Husher, Gunnery School, 
H M C S "Stadacona," and Mrs. Husher, a son. 

To Sub-Lieut. (L) Ralph G. Lindsey, 
H M C S "Stadacona," and Mrs. Lindsey, a 
daughter. 

To CPO Charles Keen, H M C " P T C 724", 
and Mrs. Keen a daughter. 

To PO Laurence Haywood, HMCS 
"Carleton," and Mrs. Haywood, twins, 
a boy and a girl. 

To PO Brian L . Cox, H M C S "Swansea,'' 
and Mrs. Cox, a son. 

To PO Osborne Hodgess, H M C S "Corn­
wallis," and Mrs. Hodgess, a son. 

To Ldg. Sea. Robert Rogers, H M C S 
"Micmac," and Mrs. Rogers, a daughter. 

To Ldg. Sea. Robert Laframboise, 
HMCS "Stadacona," and Mrs. Lafram­
boise, twuvgirls. 

L O W E , Francis H . M P1RP2 
L Y N C H , Lawrence R L S E M 1 
M a c D O N A L D , Elwood J P1TA3 
M a c L E A N , Hugh K C1GA4 
M c C O W E L L , Daniel L L S A O l 
M c D O N A L D , Donald R . . P2SM1 
M c L E A N , Dennis M . H L S C K 2 
M c N E I L , Cyril J C2GA4 
M A G I L L , James C1A03 
M A R C E A U , Guy LSNS2 
M E I K L E , Murray A P1GA3 
M I L L A R D , Edward C LSVS1 
M I R E H O U S E , George T L S E M 1 
M I S I U R A K , William LSAL2 
M O E N , Arlo M C1RT4 
M O N T G O M E R Y , William J P2A02 
M O O D I E , Edwin A LSSM1 
M O R G E T R O Y D , James P2GA3 
O ' H A R A , Charles A P2AN2 
O L I V E R , William L H LSSM1 
P A G E , John W P1CA3 
P A L Y , William C L S C M 1 
P A Y E U R , George J LSPW1 
P E N N E Y , Charles C C1GA4 
P I N K N E Y , John W C2GA4 
P I N K O S , William B P2GA3 
PIROS, Archibald LSSW1 
PITTS, John M P1GA3 
P O R T E R , Alfred M P2GA3 
P R A T T , Donald E LSSM1 
P R Y N E , Allan S L S F M 2 
Q U I C K , Paul B LSNS1 
S A N D E R S O N , William G P2TA3 
S C A R L E T T , Ralph M L S R P S 
S E M C Z Y S Z Y N , John L S C K 2 
S E X A U E R , James G P1NS2 
S H E M I L T , Howard W P1RA3 
S H I R L E Y , Robert A L S C K 2 
S H O U L T S , Mervyn J . K LSAN1 
S I M E S , James O L S C M 1 
S P E E D , Ronald D P2RP1 
S P I C E R , Maurice W L S C K 2 
S T R E E T , Ronald L C2CA4 
S U T H E R L A N D , Robert D LSNS2 
S W A N S O N , George S LSPW1 
T E T L O C K , Donald B P2AL2 
T H O M A S , Roy A LSAL1 
T H O M P S O N , Norman H . . .P2SM1 (NQ) 
T R E B L E , Marshall E L S C K 1 
T Y S O W S K I , Lawrence A L S C K 1 
U N D E R D O W N , John E C1CA4 
W A L E S , William D . . LSGA1 
W E S T O N , Robert S L S A O l 
W H E A T L E Y , Charles N . S P2GA3 
W H I T E , Russell E P2CA2 
W H I T T A K E R , Allan B P2SM1 
W I G G I N S , Donald W C2CA4 
W I L K I N S , John A LSSM1 
W I L L I A M S , Richard C2CA4 
W I L L I A M S , Russell J L S F M 1 
W I L S O N , William J P2SM1 (NQ) 
WOOD, William P2GA3 
Y A G E R , Walter P LSPW1 
Y O U N G , Wilfred E L S A O l 
Z A B R I C K , Metro L S C K 2 
Z R U D L O , Edward P2SM1 
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Wartime Qhristmas 
by C.T. 

WO days in Halifax and two days' Number 11. . . 
what kind of a life is that ? Now a dirty head sea 

smashing into the frigate's bows, tumbling over the 
foc'scle head and flying bridgewards in great clouds of 
spray. . . Everybody cold, wet, miserable, and Christmas 
only a day away . . . Migosh, Able Seaman Kiner thought, 
whatta life this is. 

He made his way into the messdeck, weighted down 
with his soggy oilskin and the soggy clothing underneath. 

The place was in confusion. The Christmas tree had 
fallen down again. They had altered course just before 
dark and the sea was rounding to the beam. The ship 
was rolling. Not an easy roll, where a seaman could 
pick the feel of the deck, but a lurching, pitching roll 
that whipped and threw you while the frames wracked 
and groaned. 

The eager beavers were around the Christmas tree, 
pointing it to the deckhead with new lashings. Kiner 
could hear the crunch as they stamped in the mess of 
broken baubles. He peeled off his streaming oilskin and 
it fell in a heap about him. He shoved a cigarette 
between his lips and watched them trying to fix the 
tree. What a lot of baloney, celebrating Christmas out 
in this. That must be the hundredth time the tree has 
gone down and every time the fools put it up, lashing 
it with heaving lines. . . He sat on his locker, bracing 
his back to the bulkhead. He felt a little sick. 

Later he lay in his hammock, listening to the seas 
slam against the steel only four feet from him. There 
were thumping and banging noises as odd boots and 
bits of gear jumped and slid with the moving deck. 
Someone was snoring . . . the guy should be shot. 

Kiner got to thinking. . . What kind of a guy is the 
"Old Man," anyway ? Only two days in Halifax and 
Number 11 slapped on you. . . He thought of the officers, 
of his messmates, and of the "Old Man" again. . . What a 
stinking steerage they were, picking on you one mifiUte 
and putting up Christmas trees the next. Tomorrow 
the "Old Man" would go through the messdecks, saying 
"Merry Christmas" and shaking their hands . . . Baloney. 
The guys in the mess would chatter like a bunch of 
cream puffs about Christmas, their girls and their 
mothers; and any minute they might be blown to blazes, 
or smashed and broken by the sea. Exhausted, he fell to 
sleep and bitter dreams. 

At dawn the Atlantic was roaring down from the 
Arctic pole, with shrieking wind and huge, racing seas. 
Low overhead, so low they seemed to join hands with 
the spray, grey clouds scudded before the blast. The 
ship was wild now, rearing up with each foam-laced 
wave crest and tumbling down, down into the following 
pit. She was working hard; each plate, each frame, 
twisting, turning, giving, holding. 

Kiner wedged himself in the starboard bridge wing. 
Sometimes, through the half light, he could see ships 
of the convoy clawing and fighting their way in the 
seas. They were hove-to and Kiner knew the convoy 
would soon be scattered over miles of Atlantic. Christmas 
was nothing; this was a fight, and he had an hour of 
lookout duty. He glanced toward the centre of the 
bridge. The "Old Man" was standing there, one arm 
hugging the gyro compass, his face dirty, unshaven, 
his eyes, black and hollow, searching seaward. With a 
start Kiner realized the "Old Man" must have been 
standing there all night. 

Kiner got to thinking. Pictures jumbled through his 
head while his eyes swept his lookout arc. It would 
be Christmas at home soon and he could see the tree in 
the living room, firm and steady and sparkling with 
lights and tinsel. The family would be gathering there 
. . . his father pretending to be unconcerned about it all 
. . . his mother excitedly handing out the presents to his 
two younger brothers and his sister. He could hear the 
rustle of the colored wrappings as they undid their 
gifts. ... He could hear his father muttering about the 
late breakfast and the sudden squeals from his little 
sister as she opened her presents. . . He could see the 
sizzling turkey in the oven and the work-worn hands of 
his mother basting it. . . He could see his father spiking 
the cider just a little bit more, then tasting it on his 
tongue and smacking his lips. 

The neighbours would be dropping in, and there 
would be laughter inside the house and the snow would 
be white through the windows. There would be new 
skates and snowball fights in the garden, and his brothers 
would be like a couple of colts and wearing his mother 
out. . . And she would be smiling and loving every 
minute of it . . . Kiner realized he was smiling himself 
and he snapped it off his face. He was getting soft. 

He looked to the bridge again, and the "Old Man" 
was smiling, too — the quiet smile of a man who has 
remembered something. Cheez, Kiner thought, the 
"Old Man" has a family . . . a heck of a good-looking 
wife and two small children. . . The "Old Man" must be 
thinking of his family, of his Christmases at home. . . 
Without knowing why, he felt a sudden affinity with the 
officer standing by the compass. Kiner felt warm and he 
should have been frozen and miserable. 

His relief startled him, and he turned over the lookout. 
He reported to the officer of the watch and then started 
to make his way below. He stopped. Suddenly he knew 
it wasn't just another day. 

Heck, he thought, those cream puffs in the messdeck 
don't know a thing about decorating a tree. It had 
probably fallen over again, but he had figured a way to 
make it stay put. . . Kiner glanced back at the "Old 
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M a n " . . . H e c k , that g u y was a man 
. . . H e ' d been t ak ing the seas and the 
d i r t a l l n ight and he was s t i l l s t and ing 
there . . . and the g u y was s m i l i n g . . . 
H e thought , I guess I d id ask for tha t 
number 11 . . . A s k for i t ? T had it 
c o m i n g a mile away . 

K i n e r wai ted for the d runken reel 
of the bridge to subside for a momen t 
T h e ship rose to a sea, took it green 
over the por t bow, then d ived for the 
t rough, s teadying wi th a smash as the 
next one hi t her. 

H e faced his cap ta in . 
" M e r r y Chr i s tmas , s i r , " he sa id . 
T h e " O l d M a n " held out his hand . 

FIREFLIES TRY ROCKET 
TAKE-OFF GEAR 

Fi r e f ly M a r k V aircraf t of 825 
Squadron (18 C a r r i e r A i r G r o u p ) used 
rocket assisted take-off gear for the 
first t ime on N o v e m b e r 9 at the 
R C N A i r S t a t i on , D a r t m o u t h , N . S . 

" R a t o g , " as it is k n o w n to the 
a i rman , is used to get an aircraft 
a irborne in the shortest t ime and w i t h 
the shortest length of take-off ru n 
possible. Rocke t s are a t tached to 
ei ther side of the fuselage in pairs i n 
such a way that force is app l i ed to the 
aircraft in a forward and upward 
d i rec t ion . 

Best performance reported was 
that of L i e u t . (P) G . H . Johnson , w i th 
L i e u t . (O) J . M . Steel in the rear 
c o c k p i t , who gained 1,000 feet a l t i ­
tude w i t h i n a ve ry few seconds. 

F u r t h e r R a t o g t r ia ls were conduc­
ted aboard the " M a g n i f i c e n t " as par t 
of flying exercises d u r i n g her recent 
cruise to the Wes t Indies. 

T h e rockets can be fired one on each 
side or two on each side, depending 
o n the amount of thrust required. 
Both combina t ions were tr ied b y a 
number of 825 Squadron pi lots , w i th 
the conclusion that four rockets were 
the m i n i m u m required to ob ta in a 
sui table a c c e l e r a t i o n . — P O F . J . M . 

HALIFAX SEES FIRST 
JET-ASSISTED TAKE-OFFS 
Seven U n i t e d States N a v y M a r t i n 

M a r i n e r pat ro l bombers whooshed 
in to the air above H a l i f a x on the 

afternoon of N o v e m b e r 16, m a r k i n g 
the first t ime a i rcraf t had carried out 
jet-assisted take-offs from the harbour . 

T h e L ieu t enan t G o v e r n o r of N o v a 
Sco t i a , H o n . J . A . D . M c C u r d y , who 
holds a number of firsts in the a v i a t i o n 
w o r l d , was on board one of the 
bombers, as was R e a r - A d m i r a l E . R . 
M a i n g u y , F l a g Officer A t l a n t i c Coas t . 

M r . M c C u r d y flew the first heavier-
than-air plane in the B r i t i s h E m p i r e 
on F e b r u a r y 23, 1909, at Baddeck , 
X . S . A s guests of C a p t a i n E . M . 
B lock , U S N , C o m m a n d i n g Officer of 
the seaplane tender U S S " D u x b u r y 
B a y , " the L i e u t e n a n t G o v e r n o r and 
R e a r - A d m i r a l M a i n g u y were on hand 
to w a t c h the first jet-assisted take-off 
from the port,- and later donned flying 
togs and c l imbed aboard a second 

Seven United Stales Navy Martin Mariner 
seaplanes look off from Halifax harbor on the 
afternoon of November 16 with jet boosters, 
the first jet-assisted take-offs from the Port of 
Halifax. Among the passengers in one of the 
aircraft was Hon. J . A. D. McCurdy, Lieu­
tenant Governor of Nova Scotia, who flew the 
first heavier-than-air plane in the British 
Empire in 1909 at Baddeck, N.S. Shown in 
flight togs as they are being briefed for their 
flight are, left to ri^ht: United States Consul-
General H . Merrell Benninghoff; Rear 
Admiral E. R. Mainguy, Flag Officer Atlantic 
Coast; the Lieutenant Governor and Lieut. 
Peter Berry, Flag Lieutenant to Rear Admiral 
Mainguy. Giving them pre-flight instructions 
is Captain E. M . Block, USN, Commanding 
Officer of the seaplane tender USS "Duxbury 
Bay." (HS-8776.) 

The photo at the left show's one of the 
Mariners shooting skyward. (HS--8778.) 

M a r i n e r seaplane for a "repeat per­

formance ." 

T h e U S N planes were in H a l i f a x 
for the final phase of wa r games in the 
A t l a n t i c . Besides the seven M a r i n e r s , 
w h i c h operated from the seaplane 
base at Eas te rn Passage, five N e p t u n e 
coastal bombers made the nearby 
R C N A i r S t a t ion their t emporary 
home. 

T h e U S N aircraft operated from 
Eas te rn Passage early in N o v e m b e r 
and as the U S T a s k Force out at sea 
moved nor thward , they also shifted 
to bases further nor th . T h e y returned 
N o v e m b e r 14 and resumed suppor t of 
U S N submarines w h i c h were search­
ing out ships of the T a s k Flee t m a k i n g 
their way homeward d o w n the A t l a n ­
tic Coas t . 
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H I S w i l l be the second con­
secut ive C h r i s t m a s at sea for 

P e t t y Officer D o n a l d C . Hughes , 
C o x s w a i n of the frigate " S t . S tephen . ' ' 

T o some people this m a y look l i ke a 
pre t ty d i sma l prospect bu t t o thegood -
natured C o x s w a i n of the weather ship 
it doesn' t mer i t a second thought — 
it ' s an accepted par t of the sai lor 's 
life. A s a mat ter of fact, a l though his 
more than two years ' service in the 
weather ship makes h i m eligible for 
draft to another ship or to a shore 
job , Hughes says he wou ld l ike to 
spend another year i n the " S t . 
S t ephen , " or at least s tay w i t h her 
un t i l she next goes in to refit. 

" I guess be ing on board since she 
was commiss ioned has made her grow 
on me. If I were drafted off it would be 
l ike l eav ing home ." 

Born on September 20, 1919, in 
S a i n t J o h n , N . B . , P O Hughes a lways 
has had a high regard for the sea and 
ships. H e jo ined the " R o d n e y " D i v i ­
sion of the Sea C a d e t Co rps in 1931 
and , as soon as he was o ld enough, 
became a member of the R o y a l 
C a n a d i a n N a v a l Vo lun t ee r Reserve. 

O n ac t ive service at the outbreak of 
war , he was drafted to " S t a d a c o n a " 
at H a l i f a x on September 3, 1939, and 
on December 19 jo ined the destroyer 
" R e s t i g o u c h e . " W h i l e serv ing in this 
ship , he was advanced , i n A u g u s t 1941 
to the ra t ing of L e a d i n g Seaman . A 
m o n t h later he transferred to the 
permanent force, and shor t ly after­
wards came ashore for d u t y as an 
ins t ruc tor in the t r a in ing establ ish­
ment , H M C S " C o r n w a l l i s , " then 
located in H a l i f a x . 

F r o m N o v e m b e r 1941 u n t i l N o v e m ­
ber 1943 he served in his home town 
d iv i s ion at Sa in t J o h n where, as N e w 
E n t r y ins t ructor , he taught scores of 
you th fu l sailors the basic pr inc ip les of 
seamanship and d i sc ip l ine . 

F r o m " B r u n s w i c k e r " he returned 
to " S t a d a c o n a , " and in J a n u a r y 1944 
was back at sea in the Bango r mine­
sweeper " T r a n s c o n a " on the " t r iangle 
r u n " — St . John ' s , H a l i f a x and N e w 
Y o r k . 

PETTY OFFICER DONALD HUGHES 

H i s next ship was the frigate 
" T o r o n t o , " w h i c h he jo ined as C h i e f 
Bos 'n ' s M a t e in M a y 1944 and i n 
wh ich he received the "crossed hooks" 
of a P e t t y Officer on A u g u s t 1, 1944. 
L e a v i n g this ship after a year of 
service, he spent several weeks in 
"Pe reg r ine , " at H a l i f a x , then, in 
the destroyer " S a s k a t c h e w a n , " ser­
ved his first t e rm as C o x s w a i n . Th ree 
months later he was transferred to the 
Alger ine minesweeper " O s h a w a " in 
the same capac i ty , and t ravel led w i t h 
the ship from H a l i f a x to E s q u i m a l t 
when she went a round to the W e s t 
Coas t after the war to be pa id off. 

Shor t periods i n " S t a d a c o n a " a n d 
" H a l i g o n i a n , " bo th in H a l i f a x , were 
followed b y three months as C o x s w a i n 
of the wooden minesweeper " L l o y d 

George . " In September 1947 he was 
draf ted to the T r i b a l class des t royer 
" I r o q u o i s , " and in the same m o n t h , at 
his own request, became C o x s w a i n c f 
the " S t . S t e p h e n . " H e is one of the 
handful of men s t i l l in the ship who 
were members of her commiss ion ing 
crew in 1947. 

L i k e the major i ty of the crew m e m ­
bers of the "S t . S t e p h e n , " P O Hughes 
has a hobby . H i s is wood c a r v i n g a n d 
model m a k i n g . H e is cu r ren t ly p u t t i n g 
the finishing touches on a scale mode l , 
complete to the last s tanchion , of the 
weather ship. H e has plans also, for 
another model •— a repl ica of the 
famous c l ipper ship " C u t t y S a r k , " 
one-t ime holder of the record for the 
passage from E n g l a n d to A u s t r a l i a i n 
the days of the tea-car ry ing sa i l ing 
ships. 

H e p lays a competent game of 
br idge and hence makes a welcome 
fourth when a table is be ing organ­
ized d u r i n g off d u t y hours on s ta t ion 
" B a k e r . " 

H i s shipmates regard h i m as an 
" a l l - r o u n d g u y . " H e is, they say, a 
m a n " w h o doesn' t let y o u forget he's 
C o x s w a i n , but , at the same t ime, lets 
y o u k n o w that he's p re t ty h u m a n and 
w i l l i n g to give adv ice and help at 
a n y t i m e . " 

P O Hughes l ives at 49 C o r k Street , 
Ha l i f ax , w i t h his wife, the former 
D o r o t h y N i c k e r s o n of H a l i f a x , and 
their two ch i ld ren , Doreen , aged eight, 
and D o n a l d , seven. 

A n d wh i l e " D a d d y " w i l l be a w a y 
for C h r i s t m a s again this year, he w i l l 
not miss the Y u l e t i d e celebrat ions in 
the Hughes home. H i s wife and c h i l ­
dren have promised to save the C h r i s t ­
mas tree, the presents and the good 
cheer un t i l his re turn to port on 
December 28. 

Page seventeen 



i f 
4 

The war didn't stop for Christmas. The convoys still sailed and the escorts went with them — 
often in some of the winter's dirtiest weather. However, in shore establishments and in those 
ships fortunate enough to be in port, officers ana,men looked up briefly from the stern business at 
hand and observed the Yuletide season in the vme-honored fashion. Here are some scenes from 
those other Christmases, 

Christmas dinner was a matter of great 
pride with the ship's cook and in many 
cases he produced results, such as this, 
that were well worth "writing home 
about." (0-1242-1). 
A sailor in H M C S "Tri l l ium" wonders 
when the time will come when he can 
wear the "civvie" tie he found among 
his gifts. (M-508\ 
Busv Wrens in the Fleet Mail Office, 
London. (F-127). 
In the frigate "Kirkland I-ake," the 
youngest seaman enjoys his role as 
"captain for the day." (A-1101). 
The Red Cross, complete with ditty bags, 
culls on patients in the R C N Hospital at 
St. John's. (NF-3740-1). 
Signs of winter show plainly on ships in 
St. John's harbor on Christmas Day, 
1042. (NS-1400). 

7. A Christmas buffet supper and dance at 
"Cornwallis." (H-5660). 

8. Canadian Wrens play "Santa Claus" to 
children in London's Fast End. 
(HN-2119-1). 

9. TheFirst Lieutenantof H M C S "Wallace-
burg" sweeps up the seamen's mess. 
(S-132-11). 

10. Messdecks were crowded in the old four-
stackers, but thev still found space for 
Christmas trees. (H-5623). 

11. In a frigate's messdeck, crew members 
compare gifts. (A-1096). 

12. This corvette's mascot wasn't forgotten 
(M-507). 

13. Christmas dinner in H M C S "St. Thomas " 
1944. (Z-952). 

14. A Christmas cake at "Cornwallis." 
(DB-0604-1) 



ATLANTIC COAST 

Damage Control School 

T h e F i re f igh t ing S c h o o l on M c N a b ' s 
Is land, in the approaches to H a l i f a x 
H a r b o r , is now in operat ion and has 
been christened by a group of A i r c r a f t 
C o n t r o l m e n from "Shearwa te r , " who 
started a week's firefighting course on 
N o v e m b e r 21. 

In es tabl ishing the school i t was 
found necessary to have a tool c r ib . 
A c c o r d i n g l y , a cell i n the bu i l d ing 
wh ich formerly served as a detent ion 
barracks was set aside for this purpose 
and P O J i m G r e i g was ins ta l led as 
guard ian of the spanners and wrenches. 
A n d in keeping wi th the or ig ina l 
theme, an o ld cell door was used on 
the new " l o c k - u p . " 

C P O F r e d E v a n s , of H a l i f a x , has 
left the school to take up new duties 
i n the damage control headquarters 
in the aircraft carr ier " M a g n i f i c e n t . " 
L d g . Sea. W i l l i a m M a g u i r e , T o r o n t o , 
a n d A B J . L a v o i e , M o n t r e a l , also have 
left the school, both go ing to the 
destroyer " M i c m a c . " 

N e w addi t ions to the staff are C P O 
C e c i l M a s o n , of H a l i f a x , P O Joseph 
Peters, of Sa in t J o h n , N . B . , L d g . Sea. 
Douglas G r a h a m , of H o p e w e l l , N . S . 
and A B Pete K a n i s , H a l i f a x . — J . N . 

HMCS "Cornwallis" 
T h e first Leadersh ip Course for 

C h i e f and P e t t y Officers s tar ted on 
N o v e m b e r 14, w i t h L i e u t . - C d r . J . C . 
O ' B r i e n , of M o n t r e a l , in charge. Ass i s ­
t ing h i m are Instr . L i e u t . - C d r . C r a w ­

ford M a h o n , of K i t c h e n e r , On t . , L i e u t . 
(S) A . F . Reade , of O t t a w a , C P O 
Cec i l H a n c o c k , of O t t a w a , and P O 
R i c h a r d L . Johnson , of H a m i l t o n . 

A further 125 men from " A t h a -
b a s k a n " and " S i o u x " D i v i s i o n s have 
been draf ted and are now serv ing in 
ships and establ ishments of the fleet. 

D u r i n g Oc tober war service medals 
were presented by the C o m m a n d i n g 
Officer to officers and men of the 
ship 's c o m p a n y . 

Albro Lake Radio Station 
A s in other R C N establ ishments on 

both coasts, the ma in subject ot 
conversa t ion at A l b r o L a k e these days , 
at least a m o n g marr ied personnel, is 
marr ied quarters . 

T h i r t y houses are bu i l d ing at A l b r o 
L a ke, w i t h the fi rst sc h ed u led fo r 
comple t ion early in December , and 
the remainder at 10-day in tervals . 
T h e houses are a t t r ac t i ve ly designed 
a n d wel l equipped, a n d i t is l i t t l e 
wonder that a l l concerned are anx­
iously wa tch ing the var ious stages of 
cons t ruc t ion . 

T h e Sa tu rday night "get togethers" 
a t tended by off-duty men, their 
wives and friends, are becoming 
increasingly popular . D a n c i n g and 
refreshments are featured. 

Communication School 
T w o new classes, made up m a i n l y 

of new entries from " C o r n w a l l i s , " 
s tar ted du r ing N o v e m b e r at the 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n Schoo l . Ins t ructors 
are C P O C l a u d e Scot t a n d P O M i k e 
C i z . 

Gradua tes of C R 24 have left the 
school for va r ious dest inat ions. O r d . 
Sea . Terrence H a m i l t o n has gone to 

A highly successful "masquerade dance was held in the Chief and Petty Officers Mess at 
"Cornwallis" on Hallowe'en. Shown above is a group of those who attended. (DB-822-1). 
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the destroyer " M i c m a c " and O r d . 
Seamen T h o m a s Sch ives and D o n a l d 
K e n n e d y to the aircraft carr ier 
" M a g n i f i c e n t . " 

P O G i l b e r t H o w e also has left to 
join the " M a g n i f i c e n t , " whi le C P O 
Char les Bourgeois , former ly of A l d e r -
grove N a v a l R a d i o S t a t i on , has 
joined the school staff. 

PACIFIC COAST 

HMCS "Ontario" 
A week's v i s i t to V a n c o u v e r over, 

" O n t a r i o " proceeded to Nanoose B a y 
where she carr ied out var ious exer­
cises. 

D u r i n g a s ix- inch ful l cal ibre prac­
tice shoot on a target six and one-half 
miles d is tant , seven hi ts and four 
straddles were recorded — a good 
showing . In the torpedo shoot, five 
hi ts ou t of a fu l l set of six " f i s h " gave 
the torpedo pa r ty no l i t t le t h r i l l . 

T h e exercise per iod over, " O n t a r i o " 
returned to E s q u i m a l t , shifted her 
crew in to quarters in the Reserve 
T r a i n i n g Es t ab l i shmen t and com­
menced her annual refit. 

TAS Training Centre 
T A S T C had an unusua l ly quiet 

t ime for a spell when most of her 
classes were embarked in "Cre scen t , " 
" C a y u g a , " and " A n t i g o n i s h " ca r ry ing 
out an t i - submar ine exercises. 

L i e u t . - C d r . W i l l i a m Bremner , Offi-
cer - in-Charge of the T A S T C , has been 
responsible for a number of changes 
in the centre. M e a n w h i l e , L i eu t enan t 
R . L . E l l i s , Staff Ins t ruc t iona l Officer, 
is m a p p i n g out a program for Reserves 
for this c o m i n g win te r . 

M r . L e n Corbe t t , G u n n e r ( T A S ) , 
has jo ined the staff as T r i a l s and 
E q u i p m e n t Officer and has been kept 
busy . M r . L . " H o o t " G i b s o n , G u n n e r 
( T A S ) , now rules the roost in the A / S 
Sec t ion . 

HMC "PTC 724" 
W h i l e " P T C 724" has been c o m ­

para t ive ly quiet in recent weeks, she 
d id take par t i n exercises w i t h H M C S 
" C a y u g a " , and also carr ied out a 
number of engine and other t r ia ls . 

D u r i n g the C h r i s t m a s season " P T C 
724" jo ined in w i t h ships alongside 
and those in the Reserve Flee t to 
make an ou t s tand ing success of the 
annua l ch i ldren ' s C h r i s t m a s p a r t y 
held in " N a d e n . " 

Messdccks in the ship wi l l be 
decorated to achieve a festive look 
for C h r i s t m a s dinner , which w i l l be 
served several davs in advance to 
enable a l l hands to be present. 

ship cou ld poss ibly hope to look. 

T w e n t y new ent ry seamen c o m ­
pleted their examina t ions w i t h the 
s tandard of marks a t ta ined be ing 
v e r y h igh . 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y two- th i rds of " C r e s ­
cen t ' s " ship 's c o m p a n y is expected t o 
commiss ion H M C S " S i o u x " a n d 
" b u z z e s " are flying th ick and fast as 
to the identi t ies of the for tunate 
ones. 

Bound for Esquimalt on the completion of her final cruise before being paid off into reserve, 
H M C S "Crescent" flies her "paying-off pendant" from the foremast. (OC-184-7). 

HMCS "Sault Ste. Marie" 
Since last heard from, " S a u l t Ste . 

M a r i e " has made a number of t r ips 
to var ious A m e r i c a n and C a n a d i a n 
ports. A m o n g them were B e l l i n g h a m , 
Eve re t t and Bremer ton , a l l i n W a s h ­
ington, and Ganges, L a d y s m i t h , F o r t 
W a r d e n and V a n c o u v e r , in B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a . 

Recen t ly , too, the ship carr ied out 
ant i - submar ine exercises in waters 
near E s q u i m a l t . — R . A . V . J . 

HMCS "Crescent" 
A week of an t i - submar ine exer­

cises in N o v e m b e r resulted in va luab le 
t r a in ing for bo th T A S personnel of the 
ship and t ra in ing classes embarked 
from " N a d e n . " 

T h e next two weeks were spent 
alongside at E s q u i m a l t and final 
preparat ions were made for the annual 
inspect ion by Rear A d m i r a l H . G . 
D e W o l f , F l a g Officer Pacif ic Coas t . 
E v e r y t h i n g ran smooth ly on the b ig 
d a y and " C r e s c e n t " was look ing her 
best — better, that is, than any other 

NAVAL DIVISIONS 

HMCS "York" 
(Toronto) 

Recent ac t iv i t i es at the. T o r o n t o 
N a v a l D i v i s i o n were h ighl ighted b y 
the annua l T ra fa lga r B a l l , held i n the 
es tabl ishment Oc tober 21. A m o n g 
those present were Defence M i n i s t e r 
B r o o k e C l a x t o n , V i c e - A d m i r a l H . T . 
W . G r a n t , C h i e f of the N a v a l Staff, 
C o m m o d o r e W . B . Cree ry , C h i e f o f 
N a v a l Personnel , and C o m m o d o r e 
H . N . L a y , N a v a l M e m b e r of the 
C a n a d i a n Jo in t Staff, W a s h i n g t o n . 

N e w presidents and commi t t ee 
members were elected b y the va r ious 
messes at " Y o r k " at a general mee t ing 
held on October 19. 

T h e a v i a t i o n depar tment has c o m ­
pleted the m o u n t i n g of a Seafire M K 
X I V fuselage and tai l assembly on 
the d r i l l deck. 

A meet ing of the directors of the 
T o r o n t o N a v a l Officers' A s s o c i a t i o n 
was held in the wardroom October 11; 
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a Sea C a d e t meet ing took place o n 
October 1, and on October 24 the 
" Y o r k " d i v i s i o n of the W r e n A s s o c i ­
a t ion held a ga ther ing in the w a r d ­
room. O n October 26 the Staff Officer 
gave an interes t ing address to app rox i ­
mate ly 70 members of the W o m e n ' s 
N a v a l A u x i l i a r y . 

HMCS "Chippawa" 
(Winnipeg) 

N o v e m b e r saw a wide range of 
a c t i v i t y in " C h i p p a w a " as confer­
ences, a special parade, and even a 
Sadie H a w k i n s ' D a y dance, supple­
mented the regular t r a in ing sessions. 

In conjunc t ion wi th his annua l 
inspection of the D i v i s i o n , C a p t a i n 
H o w a r d L . O u i n n , D i r e c t o r of N a v a l 
Reserves, held an informal round 
table discussion of var ious phases of 
reserve a c t i v i t y at wh ich representa­
t ives of a l l branches in the establ ish­
ment were present. 

In c o m m o n w i t h other N a v a l D i v i ­
sions across C a n a d a , " C h i p p a w a " was 
represented at local Remembrance 
D a y ceremonies. Despi te the fact that 

N o v e m b e r 11 in W i n n i p e g was a 
normal w o r k i n g day , a r e m a r k a b l y 
good turnout of reservists was pre­
sent. 

The E x - W r e n s ' Assoc ia t ion pro­
v ided one of the biggest social events 
of the season in the form of the now 
t rad i t iona l Sadie H a w k i n s ' D a y dance 
for w h i c h more than 600 R C N and 
Reserve personnel and their friends 
c rowded the parade deck. 

T h e new d ry canteen, sponsored by 
the E x - W r e n s , went i n to operat ion 
in December and, w i t h its br ight , 
two-tone blue color scheme, table 
tennis tables, coffee bar and W r e n 
servers, is p rov ing a popula r feature. 

HMCS "Donnacona" 
(Montreal) 

F i f t y officers, 65 C h i e f and P e t t y 
Officers and 105 men were present 
N o v e m b e r 6 when C o m m o d o r e G . R . 
M i l e s , N a v a l Off icer- in-Charge, M o n ­
treal A r e a , presented war service 
medals and stars to the ship 's c o m ­
pany. F o l l o w i n g the ceremony re­
lat ives and friends were enter ta ined 

in the W a r d r o o m , the C h i e f a n d 
P e t t y Officers' M e s s and the Seamen's 
Mess . 

T h e Lad ie s ' A u x i l i a r y of " D o n n a ­
cona ' ' was hard at work d u r i ng 
N o v e m b e r and early December on 
arrangements for the now famous 
" D o n n a c o n a " C h r i s t m a s P a r t y . T h e 
organiz ing commit tee , under the 
capable cha i rmansh ip of M r s . Hodge , 
wife of L i e u t . - C d r . (E) A . G . Hodge , 
pu t i n m a n y hours to ensure that 
this year 's affair wou ld be bigger and 
better than ever. — R . F . D . S . 

HMCS "Queen" 
(Regina) 

C a p t a i n H o w a r d L . Q u i n n , D i r e c t o r 
of N a v a l Reserves, made his annua l 
inspect ion of " Q u e e n " on N o v e m b e r 
7. F o l l o w i n g the inspect ion, campa ign 
medals and stars were presented to 
ent i t led members of the ship 's c o m ­
pany . 

O n N o v e m b e r 8, J o h n W i l l i a m 
Spicer , infant son of C o m m a n d e r 
W . W . Spicer , c o m m a n d i n g officer of 
of ' 'Queen , ' ' and M r s . Spicer , was 
chris tened in the wardroom b y C h a p ­
lain J . W . Car te r . 

D u r i n g the m o n t h , re-decoration of 
the ward room and the C h i e f and P e t t y 
Officers' mess was under taken by the 
ship 's staff. 

HMCS "Star" 
(Hamilton) 

T h e ship ' s c o m p a n y paraded to 
Chr i s t C h u r c h C a t h e d r a l on N o v e m ­
ber 6, accompanied b y members of 
the U N T D s of M c M a s t e r U n i v e r s i t y 
and the O n t a r i o A g r i c u l t u r a l Col lege, 
and Sea Cade t s from R C S C C " L i o n . " 
C o m m a n d e r S. F . Ross , c o m m a n d i n g 
officer, look the salute a t a march 
past. 

Representat ives from " S t a r " at­
tended the funeral of R e v . W i l f r e d A . 
Henderson , former Pro tes tan t C h a p ­
la in of the D i v i s i o n , who died N o v e m ­
ber 4 after a lengthy illness. H e had 
served in " S t a r " from J u l y 1944 u n t i l 
A p r i l 1949, when he was forced by 
i l l health to retire from act ive work 

A trophy, to be awarded annually to the best all-round seaman in H M C S "Scotian," has 
been donated to the Division by the Halifax Branch of the Naval Officers' Association. In the 
above picture, Commander W. S. Briggs, commanding officer of "Scotian," accepts the trophv 
from Mr. J . S. Wilson, president of the Halifax NOAC. (HS-8951). 
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T h e annua l ch i ldren ' s C h r i s t m a s 
Par t j - was held December 18. T h e 
W o m e n ' s A u x i l i a r y of " S t a r " had 
conducted a number of social functions 
pr ior to the p a r t y and the proceeds 
from these affairs ensured a good 
supp ly of gifts for the ch i ld ren of 
personnel of the D i v i s i o n . 

A s in previous years, the ship ' s 
c o m p a n y is p l ann ing to ho ld a N e w 
Y e a r ' s E v e dance in the establ ish­
ment . — C . S . J . L . 

HMCS "Griffon" 
(Port Arthur) 

F o u r members of the ship 's c o m ­
pany have been awarded the Reserve 
L o n g Service and G o o d C o n d u c t 
M e d a l . Presenta t ion was made by 
C a p t a i n H . L . Q u i n n , D i r e c t o r of 
N a v a l Reserves, d u r i n g his v i s i t to 
" G r i f f o n " i n the course of an in­
spection tour of western N a v a l D i v i ­
sions. 

Those who received the medals were 
C P O H a r r y G o t h a r d and C P O H a r r y 
G i l l , F o r t W i l l i a m , a n d C P O Freder i ck 
j e a c o c k a n d P O R o y W h i t e l e y , of 
P o r t A r t h u r . 

D u r i n g his v i s i t C a p t a i n Q u i n n 
announced that a F a i r m i l e motor 
l aunch had been a l located permanent ly 
to the D i v i s i o n and would be placed 
in service at the L a k e h e a d next 
summer . 

Personnel from " G r i f f o n , " under 
their c o m m a n d i n g officer, C o m m a n ­
der E . O . O r m s b y . took an ac t ive 
par t in the recent search of S ib ley 
Peninsu la for a lost f isherman. T h e 
tug " Q u e e n s v i l l e " was u t i l i zed in 
l and ing search parties on the rugged 
coast of the "S leep ing G i a n t . " 

O n the social side, the ship 's c o m ­
pany is m a k i n g preparat ions for the 
annua l C h r i s t m a s B a l l , one of the 
most ambi t ious efforts of the L a k e -
head win te r social season. 

HMCS "Chatham" 
(Prince Rupert) 

L i e u t . (P) T h o m a s Scheer, R C N ( R ) , 
has taken over the dut ies of Staff 
Officer of the P r ince R u p e r t N a v a l 
D i v i s i o n . H e succeeds M r . A l e x G r a y , 
G u n n e r , R C N , who is r e tu rn ing to 

Mr . Frederick Freeman, Commissioned 
Gunner, RCN' , attending his last Divisions at 
"Cornwallis" before going on retirement leave, 
takes the salute at the march past. Mr . 
Freeman last fall completed a 30-year career 
of honorable service with the R C N . Behind 
him are Captain A. P. Musgrave, Comman­
ding Officer, and Cdr. P. D. Budge, Executive 
Officer, of "Cornwallis." (DB—810-1). 

" N a d e n " after a lmost a year at 
" C h a t h a m . " 

D u r i n g a recent stiff b low the nava l 
tug made an emergency t r i p out in to 
the harbor to s tand by a commer­
c ia l passenger plane w h i c h appeared 
to be in some dif f icul ty after l and ing 
on the water . H ow e ve r , the plane 
managed to gain her ber th una ided . 

HMCS "Hunter" 
(Windsor) 

T h e medal presentat ion parade 
held in the establ ishment on N o v e m ­
ber 14 was the highl ight of the m o n t h . 
F o u r former c o m m a n d i n g officers took 
part in the ceremony d u r i n g which 
campaign medals and stars were 
presented to more than 100 officers 
and men. 

T h e four former C O s present were 
C d r . N i g e l Bruce , L i e u t . - C d r . J o r d a n 
H . M a r s h a l l , L i e u t . - C d r . A . M . K i r k -
pa t r ick and L i e u t . - C d r . J o h n L o a r i n g . 

C d r . W . A . W i l k i n s o n , present 
c o m m a n d i n g officer of " H u n t e r , " 
took the salute at a march past wh ich 
followed the medal presentat ion. 

F o r the remainder of the d r i l l 
period, no rmal t r a in ing was carr ied 
out and relat ives and friends who had 
been inv i t ed to witness the presen­

ta t ion were taken on a (our of the 
es tabl ishment . A social hour in the 
var ious messes concluded the even ing . 

" P T C 762," the Fa i rmi l e a l l o t t ed 
to " H u n t e r , " a r r ived early in the 
month from Sore l in charge of a m i x e d 
crew of R C N and R C N ( R ) personnel 
under the c o m m a n d of L i e u t . - C d r . 
W . R . A y l w i n , Staff Officer of the 
D i v i s i o n . T h e t r ip was comple ted i n 
eight days . I m m e d i a t e l y on a r r i v a l 
she was placed in win te r storage a t 
A m h e r s t b u r g . — R . M . P . 

HMCS "Discovery" 
(Vancouver) 

The m o n t h of N o v e m b e r was one of 
the busiest for " D i s c o v e r y " since the 
end of the war . 

E a r l y i n the m o n t h the D i v i s i o n 
held its annua l C h u r c h Parade a n d 
C a p t a i n ' s Inspect ion. T h e C h u r c h 
service was held on the ma in deck b u t 
the remainder of the ceremonies t o o k 
place outdoors . In add i t ion to reser­
vis ts of the D i v i s i o n , (he parade 
inc luded three platoons from the 
U n i v e r s i t y of B . C . U N T D , and a 
s imi la r number of Sea Cade t s f rom 
the V a n c o u v e r area w i t h their d r u m 
and bugle b a n d . 

O n Remembrance D a y , the sh ip ' s 
c o m p a n y turned out in force for 
services in V a n c o u v e r ' s V i c t o r y 
Square . A g a i n , U N T D Cade t s were 
present for the ceremony at the C e n o ­
taph and the march past. 

C a p t a i n H o w a r d L . Q u i n n , D i r e c t o r 
of N a v a l Reserves, made his a n n u a l 
inspect ion of the D i v i s i o n on N o v e m ­
ber 15. Af t e r rev iewing the sh ip ' s 
company , he compl imen ted the D i v i ­
s ion on its phys ica l appearance a n d 
the general wel l -be ing and t r a in ing of 
its officers and men. H e indicated tha t 
as far as he had t rave l led , ' ' D i s -
c o v e r v " had turned out the largest 
number of men to greet h i m . 

T h e annua l ship 's c o m p a n y dance 
saw about 600 persons j a m m i n g the 
huge d r i l l deck for the affair. 

T h e b ig event for December w i l l be 
the annua l C h r i s t m a s P a r t y , s taged 
for the underpr iv i leged chi ldren of 
V a n c o u v e r . — W . J . H . 
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In the top photo, shown in their hammocks just before "out lights" is piped in "Seagull" 
Block, are (left to right) Ord. Sea. Kenneth Buck, Toronto; Peter Smith, Montreal; Harry 
Childs, Windsor; Fred Leslie, Kingston, and Kenneth Koyama, Kelowna, B .C. Contrast this 
with the lower photo, which shows Ord. Sea. Robert Thynne, Brighton, Ont., and Sidney Smith. 
St. Thomas, making their bunks in one of the roomy cubicles in which new entries live for all 
but two weeks of their "Cornwallis" training period. (DB 824-4 and O - l 180-22). 

Cleaning up for Saturday rounds in "Seagull" lilock are Ord. Sea. David Robertson, 
Winnipeg; Douglas Jebson, Vancouver, and Bruce Meikle, Moose Jaw. (DB-824-2). 

THE GOOD SHIP 
-SEAGULL" 

When the new entry sailor finishes 
his training at HMCS "Cornwallis" 
and joins a sea-going ship, he is not 
completely a novice to the routine and 
living conditions that await him. 
Thanks to an ingenious scheme in 
operation at ''Cornwallis," he becomes 
well-schooled in how to live in a ship's 
messdeck before ever setting foot off 
the shore. 

Lying "at anchor" at the Annapolis 
Valley base is "Seagull" Block. To­
wards the end of their term, each class 
of new entries lives for two weeks in 
"Seagull" where shipboard conditions 
are duplicated as far as they possibly 
can be ashore. The m.en sleep in ham­
mocks, live in confined quarters, carry 
their food 200 yards from the galley to 
the messtables, get no leave. The 
following letter describes the experiences 
of a typical new entry during his fort­
night in "Seagull" Block: 

Seagull Block: 
H.M.C.S. Cornwallis, 
November 15, 1949. 

D E A R M O M : 

I ' m d u t y wa tch tonight , so I ' l l 
take this o p p o r t u n i t y to answer you r 
latest letter, w h i c h a r r ived yesterday. 

M y d u t y this t ime is much different 
from the usual one, as we are down in 
"Seagul l B l o c k " for two weeks. 

O u r t ime here is done as par t of 
our t r a in ing to get us used to living-
more l ike the w a y w e ' l l l ive when we 
go to sea. 

T h e b lock itself is fixed up l ike a 
messdeck in a ship. E v e r y t h i n g was 
cleaned ou t of the m a i n d o r m i t o r y , 
and i t was d i v i d e d into por t and 
s tarboard sides by b u i l d i n g a stowage 
rack for k i t bags, cap boxes, a t tache 
cases and boots down the centre. A s 
m a n y articles of ship 's gear have 
been put into i t as possible. The re 
are hatches, fans a n d fan t runks and 
smal l " d w a r f " bulkheads tha t I 've 
c racked m y shins on a couple of 
times, as I keep forget t ing they are 
there. E v e n the windows are b locked 
off, and instead we have smal l holes 
the same size as a ship 's portholes. 

T h e y supp ly enough a i r d u r i n g the 
day , when the doors are be ing used 
a lot, but in the morn ings when we 
get up the air is p re t ty th ick . 

W e sleep in h a m m o c k s whi le we 
l ive in Seagull B l o c k . M o s t of us l ike 
them fine now tha t we're ge t t ing 
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used to them, though some of us had 
a struggle ge t t ing into them for the 
first t ime . In fact, m y c h u m L a r r y 
fell ou t on his first t r y ! I l ike m y 
' m i c k m u c h better than m y b u n k 
and I ' m going to miss sleeping in i t 
when we move back to the other 
b lock . W h e n we get a l l the h a m m o c k s 
s lung it 's sure c rowded , but we're 
to ld tha t we have m u c h more room 
here than we w i l l in the ships, so I 
guess i t must be rea l ly c r amped at sea. 

F o r eat ing we are d i v i d e d up into 
groups of 10 to 12 and have our own 
table and benches. T h i s is our mess. 
W e take turns at being "cook of the 
mess" and whi le we are " c o o k " we 
are responsible for d r a w i n g and serv­
ing the food, wash ing the dishes, 
sc rubbing the table a n d deck a n d 
general ly keeping the mess shipshape. 
Somet imes the food gets a l i t t le 
cold before we get i t , bu t I suppose 
this happens at sea, too. I l ike 
eat ing this w a y as 1 have more 
t ime to eat and can take a few minutes 
over a cup of coffee a n d a cigarette 
after the meal . 

W e a l l l ive out of our k i t bags 
here, w h i c h is ve ry much different 
from our nice b i g lockers up in the 
b lock. T h e th ing you w a n t a lways 
seems to be at the b o t t o m of the 
bag a n d when half a dozen of the 
boys start d u m p i n g their gear a round, 
h u n t i n g for something, we have qu i te 
a t ime rescuing our belongings when 
we restow the bags. It teaches us to 
stow our gear proper ly ; however, 
and i t ' s qui te a t r i ck to keep m y good 
un i fo rm, co l la r and si lk from ge t t ing 
creased up. 

The re aren ' t as m a n y heads a n d 
ba throoms here as we are used to, 
and once again we find it a b i t 
c rowded and rushed, bu t a l l in a l l . I 
t h i n k the whole t h i n g is a fine idea. 
Besides g i v i n g us a good idea of wha t 
to expect at sea, it helps us to get 
used to l i v i n g more closely together 
and teaches us to w o r k a n d get a long 
w i t h one another better. 

W e a l l s tand watches as quarter­
master when we are on du ty , and 
even when not d u t y we have to s tay 
on board , l eav ing the b lock on ly to 
go to classes and some other musters. 
It 's jus t as though we were at anchor 
in some out of the w a y harbor . 

W e l l , M o m , the quar termaster has 
just piped " d u t y wa tch to mus te r , " 
so I ' l l have to close now. ' T i l next 
t ime then, 

Y o u r l ov ing son, 

K E N . 
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Messing arrangements in "Seagull" are similar to those at sea. At dinner, above, are Crd. 
Sea. Edgar Keats, St. John's; Gordon Mullet, Cornerbrook, Nfld.; Jean Grave!, Montreal; 
\ inammav La Brecque, Three Rivers, Edward Brake, St. George's, Nfld., and Vernon Briskham, 
Mission City, B.C. (DB-824-5) 

In the photo at left below7, Ord. Sea. George Spicer, Edmonton, and PO Jack Roche, Hamil­
ton, Vancouver, "dish up." (DB-824-1). 

Locker space in "Seagull" is limited and a good deal of gear has to be stowed in kitbags, 
and properly. Working out their stowage problems, above right, are Ord. Sea. Edward Brake 
and Vernon Briskham, (DB-824-6). The men have to make their own recreation and, as at sea, 
cribbage is a popular pastime. The scene below, showing Ord. Sea. Patrick Sterling, Merritt, 
B . C . ; Lawrence Miller, Lethbridge, Alberta; Briskham, Lakey and Garnet Bull, New West­
minster, could well be duplicated on board ship. (DB-824-3). 



OLD " R U S T Y G U T S " WINS A B A T T L E 

Many ships of Canada s wartime 
Navy knew what it was to feel the 
force of a full Atlantic gale. Destroy­
ers, frigates, corvettes, minesweepers 
and other craft — all had occasion at 
one time or another to do battle with 
the elements. Seas that built up to 
awe-inspiring heights, then smashed 
at them with pile-driver force . . . 
shrieking winds so strong they 
plucked the crests from the waves 
and blew them along in clouds of 
stinging, smothering spray . . . sodden 
clothing . . . broken crockery . . . 
clammy messdecks a-slosh with salt 
water . . . these things, and more, 
combined to test to the limit the 
strength and endurance of our ships 
and the men who sailed them. 

Out of the war's many stirring 
storm stories, one has been selected 
for the Christmas issue of The 

liCrowsnest." It has been chosen 
because it is appropriate to the 
season. This is it: 

ON the m o r n i n g of December 12, 
1941, a group of seven ships 

sai led f rom H v a l f j o r d , Ice land, w i t h 
orders to rendezvous w i t h a n d take 
over escort of a c o n v o y b o u n d for 
N o r t h A m e r i c a . 

T h e group consisted of the C a n a ­
d ian destroyer " R e s t i g o u c h e " (Senior 
Officer) t h e C a n a d i a n c o r v e t t e s 
" A g a s s i z " , " A m h e r s t " , " B i t t e r s w e e t " 
" C h i c o u t i m i " and " O r i l l i a " , and the 
B r i t i s h corvet te " C e l a n d i n e " . 

Sp i r i t s were h igh in " o l d R u s t y -
guts" , for H a l i f a x was her u l t ima te 
des t ina t ion , a n d for m a n y of her 
crew tha t w o u l d mean leave and 
C h r i s t m a s at home. 

T h e w i n d was fresh, the temper­

ature not far above freezing, a n d 
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occas iona l ly a squa l l of snow swept 
over the l ine of sh ips ; bu t there was 
l i t t l e , o ther t han the usual fa l l ing 
barometer , to ind ica te the state of 
th ings to come. 

E a r l y in the afternoon, the first real 
por tent a r r i ved in the form of a 
s ignal adv i s ing tha t the c o n v o y had 
been slowed b y bad weather a n d was 
cons iderably beh ind schedule. T h e 
" R e s t i g o u c h e " i m m e d i a t e l y went up 
to 22 knots and drove on ahead to 
search for the merchan tmen . 

She fai led to find a n y trace of the 
c o n v o y b y dark , a n d so re turned to 
the corvettes. T h r o u g h o u t the re­
mainder of the n igh t the ships 
proceeded, in l ine abreast, a long the 
pa th i t was ca lcu la ted the c o n v o y 
w o u l d fol low. 

E a r l y in the m o r n i n g of the 13th 
the barometer began to fal l r a p i d l y 
a n d the w i n d and seas to increase. 
B y afternoon the glass was d o w n to 
an unbe l i evab ly low 27.76 inches. 
T h e n the s to rm broke in a l l i ts fury. 

A l t h o u g h contac t w i t h the c o n v o y 
had b y this t ime been establ ished 
and its approx imate pos i t ion (some 
30 miles d is tant ) ascertained, there 
was to be no rendezvous. 

A mat te r of greater concern than 
the relief of the escort now con­
fronted the Senior Officer of the 
C a n a d i a n g r o u p : T h e l i t t l e ships 
under his charge mus t be preserved 
from the onslaughts of w h a t h a d 
developed in to a full-fledged, rag ing 
hurr icane . 

Every Man for Himself 
" R e s t i g o u c h e " ordered the corvet­

tes to heave to, suggesting tha t they 
endeavor to make good as near ly 
as possible a course tha t w o u l d inter­
cept the c o n v o y . H e himself d i d the 

same. I t was now every sh ip for herself. 
I t was s t i l l d a y l i g h t bu t the w i n d -

d r iven spray had reduced the v i s i b i l i t y 
to zero. T h e seas were mounta inous , 
the w i n d was a t h i n g of incredib le 
power. 

T h e s tubby corvet tes bobbed up 
and over the seas. T h e th in -p la ted 
destroyer, w i t h her long, na r row h u l l , 
kn i fed in to them a n d was slugged un­
merc i fu l ly . W o r s e s t i l l was her tend­
ency to fal l off in to the t r o u g h ; the 
rudder was a lmost useless a n d o n l y 
b y us ing por t and s ta rboard propel ­
lers a l te rna te ly was the " R e s t i g o u c h e " 
kept p o i n t i n g in to the weather . 

W i t h i n half an hour f rom the t ime 
the s to rm broke , a l l the destroyer 's 
canvas covers, sp l in ter mats a n d 
car ley floats had been r ipped off or 
torn to shreds, a n d her boats reduced 
to m a t c h w o o d . A t 1700 the foremast 
spl i t , w i t h a t remendous c rack , be low 
the crownest . T h e upper section broke 
off a n d the steel lower section bent 
back u n t i l the s t ump rested against 
the fore-funnel. T h e r e i t was secured. 

T o the eerie sh r iek ing of the w i n d 
was added the w a i l of the ship 's 
s i ren ; aerials and ha l l i a rds f rom the 
mast had been borne d o w n on the 
siren wires . T h i s lasted for ten 
minutes , u n t i l the tangle h a d been 
cleared away . 

T h e ship 's wireless went w i t h the 
mast , bu t the W / T depar tment wasted 
no t ime in r igg ing a j u r y aer ia l . 
W i t h i n half an hour they had b road­
cast a test message a n d received an 
acknowledgmen t f rom W h i t e h a l l . 

Carnage on the Quarterdeck 
T h e seas were p l a y i n g s imi l a r 

havoc on the quar terdeck. D e p t h 
charges, to rn loose f rom thei r lash-



ings, were ro l l ing w i l d l y about , and 
the hatches to the t i l l e r flat and 
s tewards ' flat had been b roken off 
b y a car ley float washed aft f rom its 
stowage b y the after funnel . T h e 
funnel i tself was knocked 45 degrees 
to s ta rboard . 

W i t h every r o l l , water cascaded 
in to the two flats and i t became 
impera t ive to cover the open hatches. 
T h i s was under taken b y S u b . - L i e u t . 
S. G . M o o r e , R C N , a n d the ship 's 
C o x s w a i n , C h i e f P e t t y Officer W i l l i a m 
M o n t g o m e r y . T h e y were successful, 
b u t not w i t h o u t cost. A s they were 
comple t i ng the job , S u b - L i e u t . M o o r e 
was t h r o w n against a dep th charge 
r a i l , b r e a k i n g his leg. 

T h e r e was four feet of water i n the 
t i l l e r flat and six feet i n the s tewards ' 
flat. T h e former was p u m p e d out 
d u r i n g the n igh t b u t no headway 
cou ld be made i n the lat ter , due to a 
clogged l ine . 

T h e r e was danger tha t the pressure 
of wate r i n the s tewards ' flat w o u l d 
force the b u l k h e a d between the flat 
a n d the w a r d r o o m , so some of the 
damage con t ro l p a r t y under took to 
shore the b u l k h e a d f rom the w a r d ­
r o o m side. T h e y found the w a r d r o o m 
so fu l l of fumes f rom c a l c i u m flares 
set off b y water i n ad jo in ing compar t ­
men t tha t they h a d to don Sa lvus 
b rea th ing appara tus to a v o i d be ing 
overcome. 

M e a n w h i l e , up above on the quarter­
deck, others were engaged i n the 
dangerous task of co r ra l ing the s tam­
peding dep th charges and je t t i soning 
them over the side. 

U p forward , the s i tua t ion s teadi ly 
became worse. T h e forepart was 
t a k i n g a f r ightful pound ing . T h e 
gal ley fires went out , to be replaced 
b y a steam jet r igged b y an ingenious 
engine room depar tment . A t 4 o 'c lock 
on the m o r n i n g of the 14th the m a i n 
steering sys tem fai led and for an 
hour the ship had to be steered b y 
m a i n engines. A t 5 o 'c lock a sea 
s t ruck w i t h such violence tha t the 
s tarboard d y n a m o was knocked out 
of ac t ion and the ship t h rown in to 
darkness u n t i l repairs cou ld be made. 
T h e gyro and steering engine a la rms 
added thei r notes to the d i n . 

D a w n brought a s l ight cessation of 

the w i n d bu t no relief to the s i tua t ion . 
I t was, in fact, becoming increas ingly 
grave. T h e fo rward magazine a n d 
shell room were found to be flooded 
to a dep th of abou t seven feet and 
two o i l fuel t anks were bel ieved to 
have leaked salt water , p o i n t i n g in 
bo th cases to the l i ke l i hood of sp rung 
plates in the ship 's b o t t o m . 

In these c i rcumstances , i t was 
decided to save the forepart of the 
ship f rom a n y further p o u n d i n g b y 
a l te r ing course so as to b r i n g the 
w i n d a n d sea d i r ec t l y astern. T h e r e 
were some anxious moments whi l e 
the " R e s t i g o u c h e " ro l led dangerously 
in the t r o u g h ; m a n y r ema in ing upper 
deck fittings were car r ied a w a y as 
the seas s t ruck her broadside on , bu t 
she g r adua l l y came a round a n d 
nosed on to her new course. 

T h i s seemed l ike c o m p a r a t i v e l y 
smooth sa i l ing , b u t steering was 
every b i t as diff icult as before and 
the danger of b roach ing to persisted. 
H o w e v e r , the quar termasters q u i c k l y 
got on to the new technique a n d 
hand led the wheel w i t h s k i l l . 

T h e ship was i n such a state tha t the 
cap ta in considered i t essential tha t he 
make por t as soon as possible. H a l i f a x 
was now out of the quest ion, and at 
noon he decided to m a k e for the 
C l y d e . T o h i m at abou t the same 
t ime came a s ignal a d v i s i n g h i m tha t 
the c o n v o y he h a d set out to meet 
had been dispersed, i n accordance 
w i t h a suggestion made b y h i m i n an 
earlier message. T h i s re l ieved h i m of 
his responsibi l i t ies in tha t connect ion . 
Cold Water, Hot Jive 

T h e next day , the 14th, was a 
S u n d a y , bu t there was no S u n d a y 
rout ine on boa rd the " R e s t i g o u c h e . " 
T h r o u g h o u t the day , officers a n d men 
to i led at r epa i r ing their ship or b a i l i n g 
out the flooded compar tmen t s . 

E x c e p t i n the case of the t i l l e r flat, 
the ship 's p u m p s had not been able 
to cope w i t h the ingress of water , and 
in order to m a k e any progress i n 
reduc ing the level i n the flooded 
compar tmen t s i t had become neces­
sary to organize "bucke t br igades ." 

T h r o u g h a l l this the ship 's radio-
speaker sys tem cont inued to operate 
and the crew w o r k e d cheerful ly at 
its var ious tasks to the accompan i ­

men t of the latest swing mus ic . 
J a z z m a y have seemed incongruous 
at a t ime when the " R e s t i g o u c h e " 
was fighting for her life, b u t i t 
def in i te ly p l ayed a par t i n m a i n ­
t a in ing mora le . 
H e r crew was s t i l l on the job when , 

on the afternoon of the 16th, the 
" R e s t i g o u c h e , " w i t h a decided l is t 
to por t a n d evidence of her m a u l i n g 
a l l too p l a i n , s teamed at a t r i u m p h a n t 
26 kno t s up the C l y d e a n d made 
her w a y , at sunset, t h rough the harbor 
gate at Greenock . 

I t was to be three mon ths before 
" o l d R u s t y g u t s " w o u l d be fit for sea 
aga in . 

L i k e the i r sh ip , her officers a n d 
men were bruised , bat tered, ex­
haus ted ; m a n y h a d h a d art icles of 
k i t a n d other va luables des t royed or 
damaged ; wors t of a l l , the C h r i s t m a s 
at home tha t so m a n y of t hem h a d 
been j o y f u l l y a n t i c i p a t i n g a few 
days before was no t to be. 

T h e y h a d reason to look sour ly on 
the w o r l d in general a n d destroyers 
in pa r t i cu la r . 

Ins tead, as thei r ship drew up to 
her be r th , to be cheered l i ke the 
heroine she was b y a w e l c o m i n g 
c rowd of d o c k y a r d " m a t e y s " , there 
was pr ide in her men 's bear ing a n d 
h u m o r i n their eyes. T h e y a n d the i r 
ship h a d fought a good fight—and w o n . 

S u m m i n g up in his repor t of 
proceedings, the c o m m a n d i n g officer 
of the " R e s t i g o u c h e " , L i e u t . - C d r . 
(now C o m m a n d e r ) D . W . Piers , R C N , 
s ta ted : 

" T h e behav iour of the ent ire sh ip ' s 
c o m p a n y , thei r incessant labours for 
over 48 hours, a n d the i r con t inued 
cheerfulness, were en t i re ly in keep ing 
w i t h the highest t rad i t ions of the 
Service . T h e r e was not a d r y s t i t ch 
of c l o th ing left i n the ship . T h e o n l y 
hot food ava i lab le was tha t w h i c h 
cou ld be prepared b y us ing a s team 
jet. T h e s team hea t ing a n d wate r 
supp ly h a d to be shut off. T h e 
decision to proceed to Greenock , as 
opposed to the long hoped-for C h r i s t ­
mas at home in H a l i f a x , was accepted 
cheerful ly . E v e r y m a n , regardless of 
rank, r a t i ng or b ranch , worked cease­
lessly d a y and n igh t for the good of 
the s h i p . " 
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"Donnacona" Captures 
Intermediate Grid Title 

H M C S " D o n n a c o n a " upset the 
highly-favored D u n d a s Blue B o m ­
bers, champions of O n t a r i o , b y a 
9-0 score to w i n the Eas te rn C a n a d a 
Intermediate football t i t le at M o n t ­
real on N o v e m b e r 26. T h e high-
powered Bombers , undefeated and 
unt ied in 10 games, were considered 
to be too s t rong for the Mont rea le r s , 
who had just managed a nar row 
13-12 w i n in their Q R F U play-off 
w i t h Lakeshore F l y e r s . 

Howeve r , the Sai lors p layed heads-
up football a l l the way , coun t ing 
their nine points i n the second 
quar ter and then p l ay ing a s tubborn 
defensive game that held off the 
repeated dr ives of the O n t a r i o cham­
pions. T h e game was p layed on a 

snow-covered field, w i t h the temper­
ature wel l below freezing poin t . 

Spearheading the N a v y a t t ack 
were backfielders J i m m y C h a m b e r s 
and E d d i e M c L e o d who, between 
them, accounted for a l l the points . 
Chambers ta l l ied the lone touchdown 
of the game whi le M c L e o d k i c k e d the 
convert and added a field goal . B o b b y 
Pugh , F r a n k F i t z p a t r i c k and J i m m y 
S impson also turned in s ter l ing efforts, 
whi le the whole of the line gave a 
superb d i sp lay . 
"Stadacona" Retains 
Football Championship 

H M C S " S t a d a c o n a " won its th i rd 
consecut ive H a l i f a x C a n a d i a n Foo t ­
bal l League championsh ip by scoring 
a decisive 21 to 6 t r i u m p h over 
Ha l i f ax Wandere r s i n a sudden death 
f i n a l a t t h e W a n d e r e r s G r o u n d 

Three members of the Navy hockey team in the dressing room between periods of the open­
ing game of the Victoria Commercial Hockey League. Left to right are Ldg. Sea. Cliff Coulter. 
Ord. Sea. Jacob Kramp and PO Norman Jones. The game was plaved at Victoria's new Memorial 
Arena. (E-10360). 

N o v e m b e r 26. T h e w i n gave the 
N a v y team possession of the P u r d y 
T r o p h y for another year. 

C P O E d M c S w e e n e y , "S t adacona ' s " 
a l l - round athlete, was the ou t s tand ing 
figure in the N a v y v i c t o r y . H e scored 
one touchdown, k i cked a s ingleton 
and p layed a smashing offensive and 
defensive game. 

Wanderers had earned their way 
into the final by b lank ing "Shear­
wa te r " 13-0 in a semi-final playoff. 

"Cornwallis" Swings 
Into Winter Sports 

T h e approach of win te r has moved 
most of " C o r n w a l l i s " ' sports a c t i v i ­
ties indoors but not before the soccer 
enthusiasts had their final fiing of the 
season. T h e in te r -d iv i s iona l soccer 
loop wound up wi th " S k e e n a " d i v i ­
sion soundly t rounc ing " H u r o n " S to 0 
to win the championsh ip . In exhib i t ion 
t i l ts the new ent ry t r a in ing base broke 
even. T h e seniors lost a 3-1 decision 
to A c a d i a U n i v e r s i t y but the jun io r 
eleven came through w i t h a clear-cut 
4-1 verd ic t over D i g b y H i g h School . 

T h e winter p rogram is now wel l 
under way, w i th basketba l l , boxing 
and hockey d r a w i n g m a i n interest. 
T h e latest of the m o n t h l y inter-
(1 iv i s iona l boxing meets p roved lhe 
most th r i l l i ng to date. " S i o u x " and 
" A l g o n q u i n " d iv is ions staged a n ip -
and- tuck bat t le , w i t h " S i o u x " edging 
out a 14-13 t r i u m p h . 

T h e " C o r n w a l l i s " baske tba l l team 
opened the season by topping the 
R C A F quinte t from Greenwood by a 
28-23 count . T h e sailors staged a 
las t -minute r a l ly to rack up five points 
and break a 23-23 tie. 

H o c k e y is be ing ta lked about more 
frequently now that work on the r ink 
has begun. P lans are to organize an 
in te r -d iv i s iona l league as well as enter 
a base team in the A n n a p o l i s V a l l e y 
League, 
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CPO Will iam Jamieson (left), of H M C S "Magnificent," receives the Oland and Keith 
Trophy from Donald Oland following his victory in the Atlantic Command Golf Tournament 
held at the Ashburn Golf Club, Halifax. CPO Jamieson carded a low gross of 76 to top an entry 
list of more than 40, which included Rear-Admiral E . R. Mainguy (right). It was his second major 
golfing triumph within a month. Earlier, while the carrier was at Saint John, he won top honors 
in the ship's handicap tourney. (HS—8945) 

Soccer Teams Deadlock 
In "Shearwater" Final 

Inter-par t compet i t ions are d o m i n ­
a t ing the sports scene at H M C S 
"Shearwate r . " A 12-team v o l l e y b a l l 
loop and an eight- team basketba l l 
league are we l l under way , whi le the 
inter-par t soccer final ended in a 
"no contes t" ma tch between the 
Officers' and C h i e f and P e t t y Officers' 
elevens. T h e two teams clashed in 
wha t was to be the dec id ing game for 
the championsh ip bu t w o u n d up in 
a 2-2 tie, w h i c h nei ther team could 
break in over t ime . T h e replay wi l l 
take place when the weather permits . 

P lans are going ahead tor winter 
sports. ' 'Shearwater ' ' has entered 
three teams in the C o m m a n d Inter-
P a r t H o c k e y League . T h e y are 
S N A M , C A G S a n d T A G , and Sh ip ' s 
C o m p a n y . 

T h e a i r s t a t ion is also enter ing a 
baske tba l l t eam i n the H a l i f a x C i t y 
League. L i e u t . - C d r . (S) K . I. M a l c o l m 
has been named coach of the squad, 
w h i l e I n s t r . L i e u t . - C d r . W . F . 
M c G o w n is manager. In add i t i on to 
regular league compe t i t ion , "Shear­
w a t e r " plans a series of exh ib i t ion 
games w i t h ' ' C o r n w a l l i s ' ' , R C A F 
Greenwood and A c a d i a U n i v e r s i t y . 

Carrier's Volleyball 
Loop Has 29 Entries 

A full b i l l of a thle t ics featured 
H M C S " M a g n i f i c e n t ' s " sports a c t i v ­
ities d u r i n g the cruise to the Wes t 
Indies, w i th in te r -d iv i s iona l compe­
t i t ions ho ld ing the spot l ight . A t sea, 
vo l l eyba l l and deck hockey have been 
the mains tays of the sports p rogram. 

T h e v o l l e y b a l l league consists of no 
less than 29 teams representing officers, 
chief and pe t ty officers, a n d part-of-
ship. L a s t year 's t i t le-holders, A i r 
Headquar ters , has again fielded a 
s t rong team and is cu r ren t ly favored 
to re ta in the championsh ip . 

In deck hockey, the F l i g h t D e c k 
squad is on top but is be ing hard 
pressed by the G u n r o o m aggregat ion. 
These are the two teams expected 
to l ine up for the play-offs. 

W h e n the carr ier pa id a brief s ix-
hour v i s i t to Quonset P o i n t i n N o v e m ­
ber, her crew was treated r o y a l l y b y 

personnel of the U S N a v a l A i r 
S t a t i on , T h a n k s to the base recreat ion 
officer, the p l a y i n g fields were a l l 
cleared and equ ipment was p rov ided 
for more than 300 Canad ians to p l a y 
sof iba l l , soccer, baske tba l l , tennis and 
golf. T o top i t a l l off, t r anspor ta t ion 
was p rov ided to and from the sports 
grounds. 

CPO A. E. Sewell Cleans 
Up in Rifle Meet 

N a v a l marksmen competed at 
Heals Range recent ly in the annual 
meet of the Pacif ic C o m m a n d Rif le 
Assoc ia t ion . Wea the r condi t ions were 
ideal , except on the lat ter part of 
the second d a y , when fog reduced 
the v i s i b i l i t y of the targets at the 
longer ranges. 

T h e compe t i t i on was under the 
d i rec t ion of M r . A . G ra y, Gunne r , 
R C N , ab ly assisted by C P O A . E . 
M o o r e and P O P . G . L e c u y e r . 

T h e ou t s tand ing compet i to r was 
C P O A . E . Sewel l . Besides winn ing 
the G r a n d Aggregate T r o p h y , he 
was top man in the L i t t l e and 
T a y l o r M a t c h , K i n g ' s M e d a l P rac ­
tices 1, 2, 3 and 4, Service C o n d i t i o n s 
a n d A l l Comer s Aggregate , and first 

stage of the L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r ' s 
M a t c h . O the r pr ize-winners were : 
O r d . Sea. G . W a l s h , C P O T . Chand le r , 
C P O D . K e n n e d y , M r . J . M . P ine t , 
Commiss ioned W r i t e r Officer, O r d . 
Sea. K . M o r g a n , P O A . M a y n a r d , 
O r d . Sea. C . M o o r e , C P O H . O l i v e r , 
S u b - L i e u t . ( N S ) H a z e l M u l l i n and 
O r d . Sea. R . L e e m i n g . 

T h e C h i e f P e t t y Officers' team, 
consis t ing of C P O ' s Sewel l , Kenned ) ' , 
G . . K e d d l e and Chand le r , captured 
the Manufac tu re r s L i f e T r o p h y for 
the best four-man team score. 

Improved Form Shown 
By Rugger Team 

T h e N a v y entered the rugger 
pic ture in the A t l a n t i c C o m m a n d this 
season w i t h an ent ry in the H a l i f a x 
C i t y Senior Rugge r League . T h e 
team was defeated i n a l l but one 
league game but showed great i m ­
provement as the season closed. 
H i g h l i g h t of the N a v y ' s p lay was 
the final game of the season in which 
they held the A c a d i a A x e m e n , p r o v i n ­
c ia l champions , to a scoreless d raw. 

T h e H a l i f a x sailors w o u n d up the 
season b y t rounc ing the N e w En t r i e s 
12-0 at " C o r n w a l l i s " . 
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Weekly "Sports Night" 
Held at "Chippawa" 

W i t h the win te r t r a in ing season 
wel l under way , H M C S " C h i p p a w a " 
is devo t ing considerable a t t en t ion to 
her sports p rogram. T h u r s d a y night 
has been set aside as "sports n i g h t " 
and a l l officers and men of the 
W i n n i p e g D i v i s i o n tu rn out to use the 
facil i t ies of the ship. M o s t popula r 
sports are b a d m i n t o n , bowl ing and 
s w i m m i n g , w i t h bo th R C N and R e ­
serve personnel t ak ing par t . 

T h e shut t le enthusiasts are hard at 
work a n d hope to round up a s t rong 
team for the Inter-Service B a d m i n t o n 
League, w h i c h opens this m o n t h . 

"Stadacona" Team Tops 
Halifax Soccer League 

H M C S " S t a d a c o n a " , en joying one 
of its best seasons in years, w o u n d 
up the regular schedule at the top of 
the H a l i f a x Senior Soccer League. 
T h e sailors, who lost on ly one game 
al l season, received a bye in to the 

finals for the J o h n C o x Soccer Sh ie ld . 
T h e y w i l l p l ay the winne r of a best-
of-thrce semi-final series between the 
School for the Deaf and "Shear­
wa te r . " 

Cdr. Little Performs 
Unique Cricket Feat 

Three N a v a l Headquar te r s officers 
figured p r o m i n e n t l y i n c r icke t a n d 
golf ing circles d u r i n g the 1949 season. 
S ta t i s t ics released b y the O t t a w a 
V a l l e y C r i c k e t C o u n c i l showed that 
Ins t ruc tor C d r . C . H . L i t t l e , Staff 
Officer U n i v e r s i t y T r a i n i n g , topped 
the c i rcu i t i n b o w l i n g w i t h an average 
of 5.32, w h i c h w o n h i m the E a r l of 
A t h l o n e t rophy . W h i l e r a c k i n g up his 
w i n n i n g average, C d r . L i t t l e per­
formed a remarkab le "ha t t r i c k " when 
he took five wicke ts w i t h five succes­
sive ba l l s ; three were cleaned bowled , 
one was caught a n d one s tumped . 

L i e u t . W . A . Edge , w o u n d up 
in second place in the ba t t i ng 
averages w i t h a m a r k of 46.6. 

L i e u t . E d g e recorded three of the 
seven centuries made in O t t a w a d u r i n g 
the season. 

In golf, L i e u t . - C d r . ( S B ) G . E . 
F e n w i c k , D e p u t y D i r e c t o r 
( A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ) of N a v a l C o m m u n i ­
cat ions, won the N a v a l Headquar te r s 
tournament for the second successive 
year, defeating C o m m o d o r e W . B . 
Cree ry in the final of the hand icap 
event . E a r l i e r i n the season L i e u t . -
C d r . F e n w i c k captured the R i v e r m e a d 
C l u b championsh ip . 

PO Reg Thompson 
Albro Ice Coach 

T h e young — and not so y o u n g — 
are t u rn ing out in full force to bat t le 
for posi t ions on the A l b r o L a k e R a d i o 
Sta t ion ' s en t ry in the " S t a d a c o n a " 
In te r -Par t H o c k e y League. T h e team, 
coached by P O R e g T h o m p s o n , has 
shown lots of hustle i n pract ice work ­
outs and figures it may spr ing a 
surprise in the inter-par t c i r cu i t . 

Communicators Shine 
on "Stad" Alleys 

T w e n t y nine teams are ro l l ing 
them down the al leys i n the " S t a d a ­
c o n a " Inter-par t B o w l i n g League . 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n (A) leads the loop 
by a comfor table marg in , w i t h three 
teams t ied for second place — C o m ­
mun ica t i on ( B ) a n d E l e c t r i c a l ( A ) 
and ( C ) . T o p single score thus far 
has been recorded by C P O E d w a r d 
M o o r e of the M T E w i t h 326, whi le 
the h igh gross went to C P O J a c k 
B o t t o m l e y , also of the M T E . 

Regina Division Enters 
New Hockey League 

If the large and enthusias t ic prac­
tice turn-outs are any ind i ca t ion , 
H M C S " Q u e e n " should line up a 
strong team in Regina ' s Inter-Service 
H o c k e y League . T h e league, formed 
this year, includes teams from the 
N a v y , A r m y a n d R C M P , who wi l l 
compete for a handsome t rophy do­
nated by the U n i t e d Services Ins t i ­
tute. " D E P T H C H A R G E FIRINGS ON T H E P A C I F I C C O A S T WERE C A N C E L L E D DURING T H E SALMON 

R C N AT T H E HEQUEST OF T H E D E P A R T M E N T OF F I S H E R I E S " . . . (item from Victoria paper). 
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T H E RCAF 

Northern Base 

A l m o s t 1,000 a i r miles nor thwest 
of E d m o n t o n a n d w i t h i n 400 miles 
of the A r c t i c c i rc le , R C A F S t a t i o n 
Whi t ehor se is one of the most v i t a l 
l i nks in a cha in of a i rdromes tha t 
reaches from E d m o n t o n to the 
A l a s k a n border. T o m a n y who have 
not v i s i t ed Whi t ehor se the name 
m a y seen s y n o n y m o u s w i t h ice a n d 
snow, E s k i m o s and igloos, but in 
ac tua l fact the a i rdrome, seated high 
above the town of Whi tehorse , ser­
vices a t h r i v i n g modern c o m m u n i t y 
k n o w n as the " H u b of the Y u k o n . " 

Whi tehorse is mother s ta t ion for 
four smal ler uni ts spaced a long the 
N o r t h W e s t S t ag ing R o u t e a n d has a 
service popu la t ion of app rox ima te ly 
250, m a n y of w h o m are mar r ied and 
have thei r families w i t h them. 

U n l i k e m a n y o ther stat ions, there 
is no real housing p rob lem at W h i t e ­
horse a n d this contr ibutes much to 
the h igh morale . U n t i l the la t ter par t 
of 1949, mar r i ed personnel l i v e d in 
temporary apar tments former ly occu­
pied b y w a r t i m e employees of the 
S t a n d a r d O i l C o m p a n y , about two 
miles from the s ta t ion itself. H o w ­
ever, i n December the first families 
moved in to spank ing new homes on 
the s ta t ion proper. These houses, the 
most modern nor th of E d m o n t o n , 
are set i n crescents i n na tu ra l l and ­
scaping and are surrounded by ta l l 
j ackpines , the se t t ing h a v i n g a toy 
vi l lage effect. 

P r i m a r y purpose of the s ta t ion is 
to p rov ide facil i t ies for t ransient 
aircraf t , opera t ion of the radio range 
and con t ro l tower and to act as a 
centre for search and rescue opera­
tions. T r a n s p o r t service flights are 
made regular ly to the four de tach­

ment uni ts , W a t s o n L a k e , w i t h i ts 
W i n t e r E x p e r i m e n t a l Es t ab l i shmen t , 
T e s l i n , A i s h i h i k and Snag , reputed 
to be the coldest spot i n C a n a d a . 
D u r i n g the summer months W h i t e ­
horse is one of the opera t iona l bases 
for the in tens ive R C A F aer ia l photo­
graphic coverage of nor thern C a n a d a . 

A further c o n t r i b u t i n g cause for 
the high morale of s ta t ion personnel 
is the excellent recreat ional p rogram. 
F o r the outdoor m a n , Whi tehorse is 
a paradise. W i t h i n easy range of the 
s ta t ion is some of the finest rod a n d 
gun coun t ry in the w o r l d . Spec ia l 
af ter-duty t r ips are arranged for the 
men a n d the results are seen regula r ly 
on the tables of the messes and homes. 

In winter , the life of the entire 
t o w n revolves a round the sports 
hangar on the s ta t ion . It houses a 

r ink w i t h an ice surface as wide a n d 
seven feet longer than M a p l e L e a f 
Gardens , and w i t h a ccommoda t ion 
for 1,000 spectators. T h e same hangar 
also conta ins a baske tba l l cour t , two 
b a d m i n t o n cour ts a n d a b o x i n g r ing . 
T h e A i r F o r c e hockey team copped 
the loca l league championsh ip last 
year and comple ted an exh ib i t i on 
tour of A l a s k a w i t h o u t a defeat. 

F o r the sk i enthusiast the R C A F 
S k i C l u b operates a s k i j u m p a n d 
two wel l developed s k i runs not 
more t h a n a half mi le from the s ta t ion . 

In a dd i t i on , Whi t ehor se has a 
camera c lub , min ia tu re rifle c lub and 
amateur radio group, a l l opera t ing 
regular ly . T h e canteens, lounges a n d 
s ta t ion theatre help to fill i n wha t 
spare t ime is left for other social 
events. 

Whitehorse lies far below the R C A F airdrome, from the edge of which this view of the town 
was taken. The Canadian Army Camp is in the foreground. ( R C A F Photo PL — 48012). 
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T h e whole s ta t ion reflects the 
sp i r i t of the Y u k o n , and pub l ic 
op in ion pollsters w o u l d find tha t 
a high percentage of the s ta t ion ' s per­
sonnel wou ld l ike to remain at W h i t e ­
horse u n t i l the end of their service 
careers. 

T H E CANADIAN A R M Y 

Putting Canada on the Map 
A l t h o u g h the m a p p i n g of C a n a d a 

was begun early in the coun t ry ' s 
h i s to ry b y such notable explorers as 
C h a m p l a i n , L a Sal le , Grose i l l i e r , 
Rad isson and others, today on ly a 
fraction of the D o m i n i o n ' s t e r r i to ry 
has been adequate ly mapped from a 
m i l i t a r y s tandpoin t . 

The respons ib i l i ty for the pro­
duc t ion of maps lies w i t h a number of 
government agencies but as this 
ar t ic le is chiefly concerned w i t h the 
m a k i n g of m i l i t a r y maps, its emphasis 
is on the A r m y S u r v e y Es t ab l i shmen t 
and the R C A F . 

D u r i n g the past fiscal year , the 
A r m y S u r v e y Es t ab l i shmen t , w o r k i n g 
in co-operat ion w i t h the B u r e a u of 
Surveys and M a p p i n g and other 

agencies, comple ted to the fair d raw­
ing stage 69,850 square mile of 
med ium and large scale mapp ing . O f 
this total , 23,400 square miles were 
produced by the A r m y S u r v e y Es t ab ­
l i shment . R e v i s i o n was made of 2,100 
square miles of m e d i u m scale mapp ing 
and 8,600 square miles was conver ted 
from one inch to one mi le to 1 /50,000th. 

O f var ious types of maps, 532,000 
copies were produced and a to ta l of 
162,749 were d i s t r ibu ted to the three 
services and , through the D e p a r t m e n t 
of M i n e s and Resources, to the 
general pub l i c . 

It is the job of the A r m y S u r v e y 
Es tab l i shmen t to produce the maps 
required by each of the three services 
for l and operat ions, and to ma in t a in 
s tocks of such maps. T h i s involves co­
operat ion w i t h the Bureau of Surveys 
a n d M a p p i n g in both or ig ina l map­
p ing and the u t i l i z a t i on of exis t ing 
w o r k in the pub l i ca t ion of m i l i t a r y 
maps. It is also responsible for the 
prepara t ion of special maps required 
for t r a in ing purposes. 

In t ime of war, it must supp ly a 
nucleus of t ra ined personnel for field 

units , and is responsible for 1 he 
t r a in ing of reinforcements in survey 
trades. In war, it wou ld also be the 
base map produc t ion unit for (he 
three services. 

In peacetime the A r m y S u r v e y 
Es tab l i shmen t carries out m i l i t a r y 
mapp ing at med ium and large scales. 
This includes specifications for R C A F 

photography, field work , c o m p i l a t i o n , 
d raugh t ing and final p r i n t i n g . In this, 
i t receives subs tant ia l assistance from 
the Bureau of Surveys and M a p p i n g 
in that the larger part of the field w o r k 
compi l a t i on and d raugh t ing coincides 
w i t h c i v i l requirements and is conse­
quen t ly carr ied out by that bureau. 

T h e R C A F is responsible for the 
produc t ion of aerial photos for map­
ping purposes and supplies both the 
Bureau of S u r v e y s and M a p p i n g and 
the A r m y S u r v e y E s t a b l i s h m e n t . T h e 
former, however, obtains a par t of its 
aerial pho tography from p r iva t e a i r 
photograph) companies . 

M a p m a k i n g is a long and arduous 
process requ i r ing years of pa ins t ak ing 
effort and , con t ra ry to popular belief, 
t he wide-spread use of a i r photograph y 
has by no means comple te ly replaced 
the surveyor , who, w i t h his ins t rument 
and t r ipod , makes measurements of 
the ground and collects other infor­
ma t ion essential to the produc t ion of 
good maps. 

T h e b ig advantage of aerial photo­
graph) is tha t it permi ts the surveyors 
to confine their efforts to the fixing of a 
re la t ive ly smal l number of con t ro l 
points , but the field work required to 
fix these cont ro l points , cor rec t ly 
ident i fy features and to ob ta in a l l 
necessary local i n fo rma t ion , such as 
geographic names, is s t i l l car r ied out 
by parties opera t ing on the g round . In 
some cases their work has been fac i l i ­
tated by modern t ranspor ta t ion meth­
ods — the a i rp lane , snowmobi le or 
t rac tor i n barren areas, t rucks and 
cars i n settled areas, and even by 
hel icopter . H o w e v e r , the t ime honored 
use of pack horses, canoes, dog teams 
and, chiefly, the surveyor ' s o w n two 
feet, s t i l l form the on ly means of 
t ranspor ta t ion in the larger part of 
the c o u n t r y s t i l l to be mapped . 

Corporal M . A. Brodsky of London, Ontario, and Ottawa, is pictured plane tabling during 
a survey on the Hudson Hope Road at the Peace River and Half Way River, 36 miles west of the 
Alaska Highway at Fort St. John. (Canadian Army Photo WC-634.) 
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G R E E T I N G S 

WHEREAS, It has been brought to the dtlcrxUon of the nominating committee that 

The O f f i c e r s and Crew of fhe D e s t r o y e r Haida 
havebcen outstanding m field for ^^ty'-^rars ami rescued tke shipwrecked 
crew of a B~<?9 P/j/ie whose Ca-PilWwtha Texdn.Jtid 
W H E R E A S , fhiy. would Ukeiy bring, further hom ^ to the.-State of Texas, (heif dfe 

hereby made - • [||B-«*»ajs», 

HONORARY TEXANS 
This entitles mem to wear cowboy boots, a ten- gallon hat and to 

generally conductJkemsdves asTexans. ~Ho bronc riding test is 

necessary at this time in order to conserve horsepower 

(Ncg. 0-1239-1) 

Datcfay,21J949 
op Hand—-Corral Bdss 

H o w d y , T e x ! 

J 

F o l l o w i n g their A t l a n t i c rescue on 
N o v e m b e r 19 of 18 members ot the 
crew of an A m e r i c a n B - 2 9 , the c o m ­
m a n d i n g officer, L i e u t . - C d r . E . T . G . 
M a d g w i c k , and the crew of the 
destroyer " H a i d a " have been the 
recipients of numerous congra tu la to ry 
messages, have had co lumns of acc la im 
w r i t t e n about them in C a n a d i a n and 
U n i t e d States newspapers, and have 
even been made " H o n o r a r y T e x a n s . " 

T h i s last d i s t inc t ion , one of no 
mean propor t ions when one considers 
the v e r y high regard in w h i c h every 
T e x a n holds his home state, came to 
the ship 's c o m p a n y from the T e c h n i ­
cal H i g h School , F o r t W o r t h , Texas , 
"as a note of thanks in recognit ion 
of the crew's heroic w o r k . " (See scrol l 
above) . 

U n i t e d States Defence Secretary 
L o u i s Johnson sent the fo l lowing 
message to Defence M i n i s t e r B r o o k e 
C l a x t o n : " P e r m i t me to express out-
profound gra t i tude to the men of the 
C a n a d i a n armed forces whose tireless 
effort in behalf of their fellow A m e r ­
icans has c l imaxed one of the most 
b r i l l i an t air-sea rescue operat ions in 
peace-time h is tory . 

" T h e destroyer ' H a i d a V rescue of 
18 U n i t e d States a i rmen symbol izes 
the highest t rad i t ion of mu tua l co­

operat ion and helpfulness between our 
services and makes us more than ever 
proud of the m a n y endeavors in 
which we have been associated. 

"Please convey to a l l concerned as 
wel l as C o m m a n d e r M a d g w i c k and 
his officers and men of the ' H a i d a , ' 
this expression of heartfelt thanks and 
apprecia t ion for ou ts tanding perfor­
mance of d u t y . " 

In s imi la r ve in was the message 
from Gene ra l H o y t S. Vandenbe rg , 
C h i e f of Staff, U n i t e d States A i r 
Force , to V i c e - A d m i r a l H . T . W . 
G r a n t , C h i e f of the N a v a l Staff. H e 
expressed "apprec ia t ion to the per­
sonnel of the R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v y 
for their assistance in the sea rch" and 
added, " W e are especially grateful 
for the work of the men of the ' H a i d a ' 
and ' M a g n i f i c e n t ' who accompl ished 
the rescue despite heavy seas and 
consequent difficult cond i t ions . " 

M i n i s t e r of Recons t ruc t ion and 
S u p p l y Robe r t H . W i n t e r s , who hails 
f rom L u n e n b u r g , N o v a Scot ia , added 
his commenda t ion . H i s message, sent 
to the C o m m a n d i n g Officer of the 
" H a i d a , " stated : " W a r m e s t congra tu­
la t ions to y o u and all officers and 
men serving in H M C S ' H a i d a ' for the 
magnif icent sea rescue effected Satur ­
day afternoon. Y o u r ac t ion has reflec­

ted m u c h credi t on the R o y a l C a n a ­
dian N a v y . " 

T h e s tory of the rescue operat ion 
was related in the December " C r o w s -
nest" and was covered extens ive ly by 
the press. Here , however, is an on-the-
spot account that has since come in 
from the " C r o w s n e s t " correspondent 
in the " H a i d a , " P O Ernes t M c N u t t , 
wh ich we feel w i l l be of in teres t : 

A t 1444 on N o v e m b e r 19, whi le the 
" H a i d a " was do ing plane guard 
dut ies on " M a g n i f i c e n t V " quarter , 
S u b - L i e u t . R o b e r t M u r r a y , of S a i n t 
J o h n , N . B . , who was on the br idge, 
spotted a B - l 7, wh ich was c ru i s ing off 
the por t bow, d rop a parachute . T h e 
" H a i d a " was d ispa tched to the posi­
tion where the B - 1 7 could be seen 
c i r c l i ng . Despi te heavy seas, speed 
was increased to 26 knots and at 
1525 two rafts were s ighted, bo th 
con ta in ing surv ivors . B o t h rafts had 
apparen t ly been lashed together, but 
had been separated in order to reach 
a boat w h i c h had been parachuted 
from the B - 1 7 . B y the t ime the 
" H a i d a ' ' a r r i ved , al 1 the men had 
transferred from the rafts to the 
boat, bu t were unable to s tar t the 
engine to make w a y toward the sh ip . 

T h e " H a i d a " hove to and lowered 
her seaboat. T h e boat 's crew showed 
fine seamanship in ge t t ing their boat 
a w a y and reaching the su rv ivo r s , 
despite the heavy seas. A d d e d diffi­
cult ies were encountered as there 
was no th ing in the rescue boat to 
secure a l ine to, and the su rv ivo r s 
were too weak to hold on . Q u i c k l y 
s iz ing up the s i tua t ion , P O J i m 
Ca l l i ghen , of T o r o n t o , the seaboat 's 
coxswain , ordered the crew to grapple 
the boat, and hang on. A t the same 
time, " H a i d a ' s " cap ta in , L i e u t . - C d r . 
E . T . G . M a d g w i c k , manoeuvred the 
ship so tha t the swells carr ied bo th 
boats to the ship 's side. Once a long­
side, t w o seamen, A B CI i ff or r I 
S h i l l i n g t o n , of B a t h , O n t a r i o , and 
O r d . Sea. Bruce C o o k , of W e s t m o u n t , 
P . Q . , j umped d o w n in to the su rv ivo r s ' 
boat and handled from bow and stern 
the lines passed d o w n from the ship. 
T h e boat was then manoeuvred to a 
scramble net over the " H a i d a ' s " stern. 

T h e su rv ivors , too exhausted from 
their ordeal to c l i m b the net, were 
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helped aboard by A B R o d C l e r g y , of 
Ha l i f ax , who c lambered d o w n the net 
in to the boat to assist them. 

T h e E x e c u t i v e Officer, L i e u t . J a c k 
Panabaker , of W i n d s o r , On ta r io , A B 
H o w a r d K n o x , of Sa in t J o h n , and A B 
E d w a r d M e r c h a n t , of M o n t r e a l , were 
hanging on the scramble net, p u l l i n g 
the men up to the guard rai ls , whi le on 
deck C P O James M c l n t y r e of M o r r i s -
burg , O n t a r i o , C P O W i l l i a m Robe r t s 
of M o n t r e a l , and P O George Broome , 
of M o n t r e a l , helped them inboard . 

c lo th ing , and the response was ter­
r i f i c . 

L i e u t . - C d r . M a d g w i c k has no th ing 
bu t praise for the crew and the sea­
manl ike manner in w h i c h they handled 
the s i tua t ion . A l l branches worked 
together as a wel l -organized team . . . 
the men in the engine room had the 
steam up and gave us the speed when 
we needed i t ; the plot crews and 
communica t ions men, who worked 
long hours at their posts, were ever 
v ig i lan t ; the stewards and cooks who 

The canvas lifeboat carrying the 18 survivors of the United Stales B-29 which crashed in 
the Atlantic on November 16 is shown being brought alongside the "Haida." The boat was 
dropped to the survivors by another American plane on November 19, shortly before the men 
were picked up by the destroyer. Standing in the stern of the lifeboat is A B Clifford T. Shilling-
ton, one of the "Haida's" crew members, who jumped into the boat to assist in bringing it 
alongside and to help the airmen up to the destroyer's deck. 

Other c rewmen took the su rv ivo r s 
to the ward room, where F O N o r m a n 
H a r d i n g , of M i l t o n , N o v a Sco t i a , the 
on ly medical man aboard , made the 
ai rmen comfor table un t i l Surgeon 
C o m m a n d e r Lee of Saska toon , and 
L d g . Sea. Robe r t Breake l l , of Oshawa , 
were transferred from the " M a g n i f i ­
cent ." Q u i c k l y ge t t ing things organ­
ized, P O H a r d i n g had the su rv ivors 
s t r ipped of al l their wet c lo th ing , 
wrapped in warm blankets and those 
more seriously affected by their ordeal 
put to bed. 

Those su rv ivors who were capable 
of s i t t ing up were g iven soup, coffee 
and cigarettes. C r e w members of the 
" H a i d a " were asked to donate 

supplied food and bedding, theofficers 
who gave up their quarters, and those 
who provided personal gear, a l l d i d 
their part , and d i d i t we l l . 

A m o n g those who stood by the 
su rv ivors from the t ime they were 
brought aboard un t i l , exhausted, they 
fell asleep, were P O Rene T r u d e l , 
H a l i f a x ; L d g . Sea. D o n a l d H e b b , 
H a l i f a x ; P O J o h n Hughes , H a m i l t o n ; 
O r d . Sea. James M a d d e n , G lace B a y ; 
A B Joseph B l a n c h a r d , G r a n d Anse , 
N . B . ; A B James M o s s o p , Toronto; 
A B J o h n A m e y , T a m w o r t h , O n t a r i o ; 
L d g . Sea . James L a n g i l l e , T a t a m a -
gouehe, X . S . ; A B D o n a l d Fisher , 
T o r o n t o ; P O W i l l i a m Johnstone, T o r ­
o n t o ; A B Char les H a l l . S t . Peter 's , 

Cape B r e t o n , and P O M e l v i n W r i g h t , 
L o n d o n , O n t a r i o . 

T h e fo l lowing men manned the sea 
boa t : C o x s w a i n , P O J i m C a l l i g h e n , 
T o r o n t o ; stroke, L d g . Sea. M ichael 
Longeuay , W i n d s o r , O n t . ; 2nd stroke, 
A B T h o m a s Sc ra tch , W i n d s o r ; 2nd 
bows, A B G o r d o n Hayes , O t t a w a ; 
B o w , L d g . Sea. G o r d o n M u n r o , 
T o r o n t o ; midships , A B Robe r t Pugh , 
V e r d u n , P . Q . 

ANNUAL DINNER HELD 
BY "BYTOWN" STAFF 

M o r e than 60 officers and men, 
their wives and friends, a t tended 
H M C S " B y t o w n ' s " annual d inner 
par ty held recent ly . Corsages were 
presented to each l ady a t tending . 

A tasty tu rkey supper h ighl ighted 
a full evening of danc ing and other 
enter ta inment . L i e u t . J . L . Q u i n n , 
c o m m a n d i n g officer, de l ivered a brief 
address fo l lowing the supper . 

In charge of arrangements for the 
affair were P O J a c k W h i t e and P O 
T . F . R . L o v e k i n . 

Volunteer Fire-Fighters 
Officers and men of the yacht 

"Oriole," a former Sea Cadet craft 
on loan to the R C N from the Navy 
League, were publicly thanked by 
Major YY. Fred Reynolds, of Brock-
ville, Ontario, for their assistance 
during the November 26 fire which 
destroyed a large portion of Brock-
vtlle's business district. 

The "Oriole," under the command of 
Lieut. Herman Baker, R C N (R), was 
en route from H M C S ' 'York," the 
Toronto Naval Division, to Halifax 
and had stopped in Broekville over­
night. When the fire broke out, officers 
and men from the yacht joined with 
firemen and other voluntary workers 
in fighting the blaze. 

Also commended for their work 
during the fire were the personnel of 
the Broekville division of H MCS 
"Cataraqui," the Kingston Naval 
Division. 

The "Oriole" has been loaned to the 
R C N to be used as a training craft 
at "Cornwallis." She was met at 
(Juebec City by the minesweeper 
"Portage," which escorted her the 
rest of the way to Halifax. 

Page thitty-four 



A general view of the main receiving room at the naval radio station, Aldergrove, B.C. 
Hundreds of messages are handled daily by the station's staff of Communicators, who keep the 
sets manned 24 hours out of 24. (F-5149.) 

Aldergrove Calling 
by L.W.T. 

Naval Radio Station Is Vital Link 
in Pacific Communications System 

PI C T U R E a Pacif ic Ocean area 
bounded on the west by the 

In te rna t iona l D a t e L i n e , on the nor th 
by the A r c t i c ice pack and on the 
south by the E q u a t o r , then tack on 
extensions westward to A u s t r a l i a a n d 
N e w Zea land and eastward to O t t a w a 
and H a l i f a x , and you w i l l have some 
idea of the ter r i tory covered by the 
R o y a l C a n a d i a n N a v a l R a d i o S ta t ion 
at A lde rg rove , B . C . 

A lde rg rove broadcasts to am! re­
ceives from a l l C a n a d i a n and B r i t i s h 
ships, and sometimes others, that are 
in its a l lo t t ed por t ion of the Pac i f i c ; 
carries on a routine exchange of mes­
sages w i t h A u s t r a l i a and N e w Zea land , 
and handles traffic w i t h the in l and 
N a v a l D i v i s i o n s , N a v a l Headquar t e r s 
at O t t a w a and , occas ional ly , w i t h its 
"opposi te n u m b e r " on the E a s t Coas t , 
the N a v a l R a d i o S t a t i o n at A l b r o 
L a k e , N . S . 

The receivers and t ransmi t te rs at 
Alde rg rove and its nearby t ransmi t ­
t i ng s ta t ion at M a t s q u i , B . C . , arc-
never si lent. T h e i r s is a v i t a l job and 
in the performance of it they are 
manned 24 hours of the day . A t 
Alde rg rove are about 36 men, under 
the d i rec t ion of L i e u t . J o h n S. H a l l , 
R C N , whi le M a t s q u i has a staff of 12 
electr icians. O u t g o i n g messages are 
" k e y e d " at A lde rg rove , go through 
relays to M a t s q u i and from there are 
t ransmi t ted a u t o m a t i c a l l y and at h igh 
speed over the air . 

Alde rg rove , si tuatetl i n the Eraser 
V a l l e y , some 41) miles southeast of 
V a n c o u v e r , cou ld not be mis taken for 
a n y t h i n g bu t a radio s t a t ion ; wireless 
masts and antennae are spread about 
in great profusion. 

N o r , in the op in ion of the staff, 
could it be mi s t aken for a n y t h i n g but 
a nava l es tabl ishment . T h e y take a 

pa r t i cu la r pr ide in keeping the s ta t ion 
s h i p s h a p e — p a i n t w o r k spa rk l ing , 
decks h igh ly pol ished, a n d eve ry th ing 
spotlessly clean. 

One b u i l d i n g houses the "off ice," 
whi le the remainder consist of bar­
racks, fire hal l a n d moto r t ranspor t 
garage. A hal f -mi le from the s ta t ion , 
set in a grove of evergreens, are 18 
new houses la id out in the form of a 
smal l v i l lage . B u i l t to three s tandard 
designs, the houses serve as quarters 
for the s ta t ion 's mar r i ed personnel . 
T h e y are comple te ly modern , have 
refrigerators, electr ic stoves a n d auto­
ma t i c furnaces. F r i e n d l y bu t keen 
compet i t ion is staged between then-
occupants i n the c u l t i v a t i o n of lawns 
and gardens. 

A baby c l in i c , operated by the B.C. 1 . 
D e p a r t m e n t of H e a l t h , keeps a 
m o n t h l y check on a l l ch i ld ren below 
school age. T h i s takes in a l l of the 17 
ch i ld ren on the s ta t ion bu t two. These 
two go to school at A lde rg rove , about 
a mile d is tant . 

T h e s ta t ion is more or less isolated 
and the p r inc ipa l p roblem is keeping 
everyone occupied and happy when 
off d u t y . T h i s is accompl ished by 
sports and other ac t iv i t i es . T h e 
s ta t ion has a softbal l d i a m o n d a n d a 
tennis cour t is Hearing comple t ion . 
Horseshoe-p i tch ing and table tennis 
are popula r and d u r i n g the win te r it. 

Lieut. John Hall (sitting), officer-in-charge 
of the naval radio station at Aldergrove, his 
"No. 1," CPO Clifford Watt, and that 
essential part of the communicator's equip­
ment, the signal log. 
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In the living room of their new home at Aldergrove radio station, Petty Officer and Mrs. 
Robert Howell scan a magazine for ideas on landscaping and decorating. The married quarters at 
Aldergrove are all bungalows and consist of two bedrooms, living room, utility room, kitchen and 
bath. 

is expected the men w i l l p l ay a lot of 
baske tba l l . O n the social side there are 
movies on S a t u r d a y nights and oc­
cas iona l ly other functions. 

A canteen on the stat ion carries 
staple foods and merchandise , in 
add i t i on to the usual canteen goods. 
T o round ou t their shopping , the 
wives are taken to M i s s i o n C i t y once a 
week on a T r a n s p o r t run . 

L i f e at the s ta t ion revolves a round 
the m a i n b u i l d i n g , in the huge re­
ce iv ing room of w h i c h C o m m u n i c a ­
t ions B r a n c h men are on wa tch at a l l 
t imes. 

M a i n t e n a n c e of the radio equip­
ment is the respons ib i l i ty of P e t t y 
Officer Robe r t ( T i n y ) H a m i l t o n , a 
radio technic ian , whi le three e lec t r i ­
c ian 's mates, L d g . Sea. M a l c o l m 
M a c D o n a l d and A B s W i l l i a m Sorre l l 
and Char les Barnes , assist h i m in the 
electr ical field. 

T w o cooks wel l versed in keeping 
the inner man satisfied feed the non-
marr ied personnel . T h e y are P e t t y 
Officer V i n c e n t Fe rnqu i s t and A B 
G l e n n Doncas ter . T h e y draw their 
supplies from A B Robe r t Sears, the 
s ta t ion 's s toresman. 

L i e u t . H a l l is the on ly officer on the 
s ta t ion. H i s " N o . 1" and r ight -hand 
m a n is C h i e f P e t t y Officer C l i f fo rd 
W a t t , who handles admin i s t r a t i on and 
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disc ip l ine . T h e technical side of things 
comes under the charge of C P O 
Char les Bourgeois . 

" W e have a good c rowd of men 
here ," says C P O W a l t . " T h e y know 
tha t i t takes t eamwork a n d h a r m o n y 
to make a h a p p y and efficient s ta t ion , 
and everyone th inks and works w i t h 
tha t in m i n d . Needless to say, they ' re 
a l l capable men profess ional ly; other­
wise they w o u l d n ' t be here." 

BOOK R E V I E W 
THE BLUE CIRCLE GANG 

by Frank Houghton 

A b o u t the most impor tan t require­
ment in a book for boys is that i t 
should be exc i t ing . H helps — so far 
as we Canad ians are concerned — if 
the book is set in our own coun t ry , or 
on the seas around i t , and is wr i t t en 
from a real first-hand knowledge of 
the locale, w i t h a l ive ly imag ina t ion 
and a sure sense of the smal l impor ­
tant things wh ich hold the interest 
of young and not-so-young a l ike . 

A n author called F r a n k H o u g h t o n 
has wr i t t en just such a book. It is 
cal led " T h e Blue C i r c l e G a n g " and is 
packed w i t h a succession of adven­
tures t ak ing place aboard yachts , i n 
smal l boats, and from time to t ime 
ashore, in the general v i c i n i t y of 
51° N and 128° Wes t . 

T h e book opens on the bridge of 

H . M . C . S . " Q u a d r a " and closes in 
ci rcumstances of high d r ama wh ich 
this reviewer is not prepared to 
disclose. It would be fair neither to 
the author nor to his readers. 

Seeing that this is a " f i r s t " by this 
author , jt would be unreasonable to 
accuse h i m of w o r k i n g to a formula . 
However , if one were seeking a sure­
fire formula , i l would ce r ta in ly in ­
clude the R C N and the R C M P . One 
would be tempted, too, l o insert a 
touch of H o l l y w o o d film background 
somewhere, and to bu i ld the s tory 
on the business of t r ack ing d o w n a 
very bad gang of people by a pre t ty 
a t t rac t ive group of y o u n g Canad ians . 
If this were to const i tu te a formula , 
it would ce r ta in ly be an excellent one, 
and wor thy of that i m i t a t i o n wh ich 
is the sincerest form of flattery. 

Flowever , the author is less con­
cerned w i t h p roduc ing a formula than 
wi th w r i t i n g a first-class v a i n . T h i s 
he has cer ta in ly done. The book is as 
well wr i t t en as it is exc i t ing , and the 
plot is worked out w i t h the exactness 
of a carefully planned tac t ica l exer­
cise. 

It is good humoured , full of sur­
prises and wi l l ce r ta in ly take a we l l -
deserved place in the rather th in 
ranks of C a n a d i a n books for young 
Canad ians . (Published by Collins). 

LADY OF THE MONTH 
It seems appropriate that The "Crows-

nest" should salute this month the frigate 
HMCS "St. Stephen," which for the 
second year in succession will be spend­
ing Christmas at sea. 

The "St. Stephen" left Halifax Novem­
ber 29 for her latest tour of duty on 
Station Baker and is due to be relieved 
on Christmas Eve. A turkey dinner will be 
served but otherwise there will be no 
extensive celebration of Christmas on 
December 25; that will come when the 
ship arrives in Halifax on the 28th. 

On board the "St. Stephen" for her 
current voyage is Father James Noonan, 
Chaplain (RC), who is celebrating Mass 
each day for Roman Catholic members 
of the crew and will lead the ship's 
company in their spiritual observance of 
Christmas. 
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